GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S CARBON FOOTPRINT

The carbon footprint of the 139th General Assembly (2013) was 140.3 tonnes of Co,e. Since 2010 The Presby-
terian Church in Canada has calculated its carbon footprint for travel to General Assembly. Calculating the car-
bon emissions from a commissioner’s travel to GA provides baseline information that helps the church discern
how to be wiser creation caretakers. This resource is a guide for General Assembly commissioners, and members
of congregations and presbyteries who wish to engage in a symbolic community response to climate change.
Travel emissions are not a complete account of General Assembly’s carbon footprint. It does not include venue
energy consumption, water use, food or waste. For more information on GA’s carbon footprint please see Justice
Ministries’ report to the 140™ General Assembly.

WHAT THIS GUIDE WILL DO

This guide helps GA commissioners calculate their approximate carbon emissions travelling to GA. It provides
suggestions and ideas for symbolic community responses to offset these emissions. Some commissioners must
fly to attend the GA. Recognizing this, Presbyterians are invited to reduce their personal carbon emissions to
offset emissions equivalent to the average carbon footprint of GA participants (including commissioners, re-
source people and guests). The average footprint in 2013 was 0.41 tonnes of CO,e. Participants can walk, bike or
take public transit to work, school or church). The 2014 GA carbon footprint will be reported to the 141" GA
(2015).

CALCULATE YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT
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RESPOND AS A COMMUNITY

Do this activity (calculating your carbon footprint) with your session, presbytery, mission
and outreach team, or youth group. Calculate the footprint of your GA commissioner. Note
that the average carbon footprint of GA participants in 2013 was 0.41 tonnes of CO,e. For
comparison, calculate the footprint of local distances you travel each day or week. How far
do you travel to church? To work? To visit family or friends? How far did you travel on your
last vacation? Remember this is a symbolic response.

Now WHAT? NEXT STEPS

IF YOU ARE A COMMISSIONER / IF YOU WANT TO SUPPORT YOUR GA\
. COMMISSIONER
Calculate your carbon footprint to General As-

If you don‘t know who the commissioners
from your congregation or presbytery are,
ask your representative elder.

sembly. Include this information in your report
to presbytery.

Ask your session, congregation or presbytery to
commit to one activity over the summer that
offsets their personal carbon emissions. Set a

Contact your GA commissioner. Tell the
commissioner you are praying for him or

collective target equal to the average footprint
of GA participants (0.41 tonnes). Everyone con-
tributes in some way to reaching this goal (or

her. Explain that you would like to organize
a community response to offset the carbon
emissions from the commissioner’s travel to

GA as a part of a caring for creation initia-
tive. Invite them to be a part of the initia-
Possible activities may include walking to tive.

church on Sunday (or several Sundays), walking,
taking a bus or carpooling to work, church or
the grocery store.

another goal agreed upon by the group).

Set a schedule of possible activities: walk to
church on a Sunday (or several Sundays),
walk, bike, bus or carpool to work, church,
Encourage people to view this activity as a sym- the grocery store.
bolic response to climate change. Share what
you do with Justice Ministries. Encourage people not just to go for a pleas-
ure walks, but to change some part of their
Advocacy must be a part of our response to daily or weekly routine.
climate change and individuals, organizations
and governments all have a role to play if

catastrophic climate change is to be averted.

Report your activities to GA commissioners,
session and presbytery.
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SHARE YOUR INITIATIVES WITH JUSTICE MINISTRIES (Kmasterton@presbyterian.ca)

Celebrate first steps. Plan second steps. Pray for God’s strength and guidance. Be patient (with yourself and with
your community). Our actions and decisions about how we live in God'’s creation are an integral part of how we
honour God as Creator. In Christ, all things are made new. This is Christ’s Good News to us. Amen.

Justice Ministries, The Presbyterian Church in Canada, April 2014

Name: Presbytery

Distance Driven (roundtrip, in km) Did you car pool? (who with?)

Flights (if applicable) Departure airport Arrival airport

Carbon emissions from travel (see page 1 to calculate your carbon footprint) kg of CO,

Commissioners please detach and return this section with your General Assembly evaluation form. Thank you for participating.



