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“Come, follow me,” Jesus calls out to his first disciples and to us. It’s
Christ’s summons to put aside some of the plans that once seemed so
vital and to follow him. But follow him where? Christ’s call to follow
him is not intended to lead us away from the world and its concerns,
faults and disappointments—quite the opposite.
The call to Christian discipleship is an invitation to engage more
fully, deeply and hopefully in all the realities and aspects of the
world. It’s easy to forget that Jesus’ ministry was so rooted in the
circumstances of daily life that he was criticized for being too
concerned with people and worldly matters and for not being
heavenly minded enough.
The first disciples followed Jesus to places where they witnessed
pain, injustice, systemic and personal sinfulness, as well as to places
where they experienced lively banquets and happy fellowship.
Wherever Jesus went, the disciples saw and heard the transformative
power of the good news that Jesus preached.
The church is called to follow Christ, to preach the gospel and to
continue his ministry. Christ’s ministry is continued when we share
our gifts and resources with others. Christ’s ministry is lived out when
we advocate and strive for meaningful change in the world that
reflects the justice revealed in the Bible. And essentially, following
Christ involves prayer and seeking God’s will and blessing on all life.
Prayer Partnership: Engaging in God’s Mission Through Word and Action
is a prayer and mission calendar that provides daily prayers, weekly
stories highlighting ways The Presbyterian Church in Canada
participates hopefully in God’s mission in and to the world,
as well as monthly spotlights on justice initiatives.
The Rev. Ian Ross-McDonald
General Secretary, The Life and Mission Agency

Prayer Partnership

•

July – September 2021

•

presbyterian.ca/worship

JULY
S O C I A L

AC T I O N

S P OT L I G H T

COVID-19 Vaccine Equity
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown that diseases don’t respect borders. The virus
has infected over 170 million people worldwide and drastically impacted lives and
livelihoods—especially of those living in poverty and women and girls.
A global virus requires a global response. Extraordinary efforts by scientists means
that there are now multiple vaccines available to fight the spread of COVID-19.
Unfortunately, access to vaccines is not nearly as equitable or widespread as the
virus itself.
The world’s richest countries have prioritized their citizens, buying up more than
half of the total vaccine supply. The World Health Organization (WHO) states that,
“On average in high-income countries, almost one in four people has received a
vaccine. In low-income countries, it’s one in more than 500.” 1
Additionally, while there is the ability to produce cheaper, generic versions of
COVID-19 vaccines, efforts are being blocked from doing so by wealthy nations
invoking patent protections.
COVAX, a WHO initiative, is advocating for equitable access and distribution of
available vaccines. All countries who participate in COVAX will have equal access
to vaccines. For lower-income countries, who would otherwise be unable to
afford them, it provides a lifeline.
The risk of prolonging the pandemic would have dire consequences for so many
in the developing world. Decades of progress in poverty reduction are at risk.

What can you do?
• Contact local authorities to ensure vaccines are easily accessible in your
community, especially to the most vulnerable.

•

Write to the Prime Minister and your Member of Parliament and tell them
you want Canada to ensure vaccine equity by sharing excess vaccines,
providing more funding to COVAX, and suspending patent and copyright
agreements in order to allow for generic vaccine production globally.

1 Verzosa, Jake. “Low-income countries have received just 0.2 per cent of all COVID-19 shots given.”
UN News, April 9, 2021. news.un.org/en/story/2021/04/1089392
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Sunday, June 27

Equipping New Leaders
Growing up in a village in northern Malawi where the
nearest health facility is 30 km away, Dorica Nkhata
knows about the importance of accessible health
care. Working at Embangweni Mission Hospital as a
nurse and noticing a critical shortage of doctors, she
decided to pursue her dream of becoming a doctor at the Malawi College of
Medicine. She approached the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian, Livingstonia
Synod, for assistance. At our partner’s request, the PCC accepted Dorica into the
Leadership Development Program. With financial support from Knox Presbyterian
Church in St. Catharines, Ont., and Presbyterians Sharing, Dorica is on her way to
fulfilling her dream and serving those in need in rural Malawi. Presbyterians
Sharing supports leadership development through medical and theological
education and training programs in Kenya, Malawi, Lebanon and Eastern Europe.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, June 27 We pray for those experiencing difficult health issues and
give thanks for people who work to bring healing and comfort as well as agencies
that offer support and care in our communities.

Monday, June 28 We give thanks and pray for the Canadian Centre to End
Human Trafficking—the 2021 recipient of the Cutting Edge of Mission award—
and their ministry of care for the vulnerable.

Tuesday, June 29 We pray for those whose employment has been adversely
affected by COVID-19.

Wednesday, June 30 We give thanks for moments of delight and occasions
of celebration; for happy gatherings, gentle solitude, pleasure given and received;
for laughter, friendship and love.

Thursday, July 1 (Canada Day) We pray that Canada will be a just, equitable
and welcoming country, and we pray for the members of parliament and public
servants who form and keep laws.

Friday, July 2 We pray that all people will experience social, political and
economic equality.

Saturday, July 3 We pray for God’s infinite grace to help us know that we are
one holy catholic and apostolic church, blessed with faith through the scriptures,
sacraments and work of the Holy Spirit.
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Sunday, July 4

Protecting Frontline
Health-Care Workers in Malawi
COVID-19 cases were increasing rapidly in Malawi
in January 2021. Mphatso Nguluwe, Director at the
Synod of Livingstonia Health Department, asked the
PCC for help. There was an acute shortage of personal
protective equipment (PPE) for health-care workers
at the David Gordon Memorial Hospital, which serves
a population of 80,000 people. With funds from
Presbyterians Sharing, the hospital purchased
waterproof hazmat suits, heavy-duty gloves, gowns,
face shields and essential drugs. Nurse Sella shared: “The availability of PPE
enabled me to work wholeheartedly. After seeing so many of my fellow staff
being infected with COVID-19 while on duty, it gave me chills to do my work.
Now that we have the PPE, I am ready to work and save lives.”

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, July 4 We give thanks and pray for the Synod of Livingstonia
Health Department as it provides hospitals and frontline health-care workers
in Malawi with essential supplies to save lives.

Monday, July 5 We pray for those who have medical issues related to
COVID-19. May their caregivers provide healing.

Tuesday, July 6 We pray for people in India whose lives have been
dramatically affected by a devastating second wave of COVID-19, and we
give thanks for our partners who are responding to their immediate needs
for hospital beds, essential medicines and oxygen.

Wednesday, July 7 We pray for people living in long-term care and
retirement homes who have been without visitors due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Thursday, July 8 We pray for chaplains in hospitals and long-term care
homes as they offer comfort and support to the staff and residents.

Friday, July 9 After many months of living under pandemic restrictions,
we pray that God will replenish us, in body, mind and soul.

Saturday, July 10 We give thanks and pray for Palestinian and Israeli
organizations working towards a just and lasting peace in the troubled region.
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Sunday, July 11

From Outcast to
Owner in Ghana
Aruk Atampure spends each day earning
an income as the proprietor of a store in
a community in Ghana. When Aruk was a
small child, he contracted polio and lost
partial use of his legs, causing him to be
stigmatized by his family and others in
the community. One day, a staff member
from the Presbyterian World Service &
Development-supported Garu
Community-Based Rehabilitation program encouraged Aruk to enrol in the
program, where he received entrepreneurial training. Reflecting on the help
he received at every stage of this journey, Aruk commented, “I am so grateful.”

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, July 11 We pray for people in Ghana who are being empowered to
lead productive and fulfilling lives with support from the Garu Community-Based
Rehabilitation program.

Monday, July 12 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of the
Presbytery of Westminster in British Columbia.

Tuesday, July 13 We pray for the congregation of Knox Presbyterian Church,
Agincourt, in Toronto, Ontario, as they discern their next steps in ministry through
the New Beginnings process.

Wednesday, July 14 We pray for the Rev. Nicole Reid and the women and
children she serves through Cornerstone, an outreach ministry of the Presbytery
of Niagara, Ontario.

Thursday, July 15 We pray for Jo Morris and the members of the Canada
Youth planning team as they prepare for future gatherings.

Friday, July 16 We give thanks for congregations that have created summer
ministry positions for students. We pray that these ministries are a blessing for
the congregations and the students leading them.

Saturday, July 17 We pray for congregations as they plan Vacation Bible
Schools either in person or online this summer.
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Sunday, July 18

Camping from Home
For many children, Camp Douglas in British Columbia
is their safe space away from home. These young
campers have little to no connection with a
congregation or other Christian community outside of camp. They come each
summer with a hunger for God and a desire to reunite with the loving Christian
community they experienced in past summers. Last year, Camp Douglas staff
adapted the camp’s programming using an online platform that enabled their
important ministry to continue throughout the summer. Staff ran weekly Bible
studies and campfires, as well as other traditional camp activities that could be
done at home. Camp Douglas was able to provide this wonderful experience in
part through regional resourcing grants, supported by Presbyterians Sharing.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, July 18 We pray that young people will find rewarding opportunities
to learn and grow this summer.

Monday, July 19 We pray for the ministry, staff and campers at Camp
Christopher in Saskatchewan, and ask for God’s blessing on their “Camp-in-a-Box”
initiative, so that they may reach their goal of providing 400 children with games,
crafts and activities.

Tuesday, July 20 We pray for new graduates of Zomba Theological College
in Malawi as they begin their journey in congregational ministry, equipped with
books from the PCC’s New Ministers’ Library Fund.

Wednesday, July 21 We give thanks for the work of the Rainbow Communion
Listening Committee and for those who shared their stories. We pray that the
wisdom shared in their report will guide the church to better love and support
our LGBTQI+ siblings.

Thursday, July 22 We pray for the Presbytery of Pictou’s Ministry and
Pastoral Oversight Committee. May they feel a strong sense of God’s presence
to strengthen, focus and lead their discernment.

Friday, July 23 We give thanks and pray for deployed military chaplains
who bring life, hope and joy to those who are far from home.

Saturday, July 24 O God, you make us for work and rest. We pray for
physical, mental and spiritual restoration so that we may shed our weariness
and enjoy peace and fellowship this summer.
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Sunday, July 25

Food Assistance Provides
Comfort During Difficult Times
In Afghanistan, Razia and her four children lost their
home when they could no longer afford to pay rent.
Abandoned by her husband and left with few
prospects to earn an income due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Razia and her
children sought refuge in a spare room at the local mosque. Razia’s son did
small jobs to earn money, but it wasn’t enough to sustain the family. Fortunately,
the family was selected to be recipients of a food assistance project run by
Community World Service Asia, a partner of Presbyterian World Service &
Development. Monthly cash transfers were provided to 1,100 vulnerable families,
including many who had returned to Afghanistan from Iran. “We were blessed
as the cash helped us to purchase essential groceries. I have also bought warm
clothing for my children so the winters will be warm and comfortable,” Razia said.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, July 25 We pray for people in Afghanistan whose livelihoods have
been disrupted by COVID-19 and give thanks for the food assistance they’ve
received through Presbyterian World Service & Development partners during
these difficult times.

Monday, July 26 We give thanks for God’s faithfulness and rejoice with
the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria as it celebrates its 175th anniversary.

Tuesday, July 27 We pray that our African church sisters will be able to
come together for the triennial Tumekutana conference for African women in
Cameroon in 2022.

Wednesday, July 28 We pray for congregations as they discern who to
call into positions of leadership.

Thursday, July 29 We pray for churches in the neighbourhoods where we live,
and for growing relationships between denominations and church communities.

Friday, July 30 (World Day Against Trafficking in Persons) We pray for
all victims and survivors of human trafficking, and we give thanks for those who
work diligently to end all forms of human trafficking.

Saturday, July 31 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of the
Presbytery of Western Han-Ca.
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S O C I A L

AC T I O N

S P OT L I G H T

Human Trafficking
Speak up for people who cannot speak for themselves.
Protect the rights of all who are helpless.
—Proverbs 31: 8 (Good News Translation)

Human trafficking is often described as modern-day slavery. Though some
people are more likely to be targeted for trafficking than others, it can happen
to anyone regardless of age, gender or background. At its root is the control and
exploitation of a person or group of people for profit, without regard for their
safety or well-being. It may involve sexual exploitation or forced labour in any
number of fields, including agriculture, construction or domestic work. People
who are trafficked are also significantly more vulnerable to violence.
Human traffickers target people who lack social and economic security and
support. People who are at increased vulnerability include migrant workers, new
immigrants, LGBTQI+ persons, people who struggle with mental illness, addiction
or poverty, people who have disabilities, and children in the care of social services.
Indigenous women and girls are particularly vulnerable in Canada.
The pandemic has increased vulnerability for many, making more people likely
targets for trafficking. It has also made trafficking all the more difficult to discover.

What can you do?
• Read this year’s report from the PCC’s International Affairs Committee,
which has a comprehensive section on human trafficking.

•

The Government of Canada has a National Strategy to Combat Human
Trafficking to guide Canada’s anti-human trafficking efforts. Educate yourself
about the support services that are available to help victims and survivors of
human trafficking, including the Canadian Human Trafficking Hotline, which
provides multilingual and confidential support 24/7.1 You can also let your
elected officials know that ending human trafficking matters to you.

•

A recent report by the United Nations notes that migrant workers are at
particular risk for being trafficked due to their vulnerability. Supporting
organizations that support migrant worker rights can help keep people safe.2

1 Canadian Human Trafficking Hotline: 1-833-900-1010
2 Learn how to get involved at kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/migrant-justice.
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Sunday, August 1

A Gateway for Evangelism
Kensington Presbyterian Church in P.E.I. participated
in a denominational renewal program, funded by
Presbyterians Sharing, that helped identify new ways
of helping others grow in faith. As the pandemic
necessitated a move to online ministry, the Session at
Kensington PC recognized that certain members of
their church family were excluded because they could
not access technology or the Internet, so they created
a Home Ministry program to focus on the inclusion of
everyone who could not join online worship. Tablets
containing worship services were dropped off weekly, and frequent pastoral visits,
check-in and care were all part of the program. An unforeseen benefit of the
program was that a member living in a senior’s residence used the opportunity to
share the services with other residents who were not connected to a church. What
started as a discipleship program has now grown into a gateway for evangelism.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday August 1 We are grateful for God’s mercy to forgive our sins,
and we pray for courage and generosity to forgive others.

Monday, August 2 We give thanks for congregations that keep us
connected at home and around the world.

Tuesday, August 3 We pray for the safety of people travelling this summer.
Wednesday, August 4 We give thanks to God, author of creation,
who blesses us with the gifts of art and literature.

Thursday, August 5 We give thanks and pray for the Yu-Shan Theological
College and Seminary, the only institution in Taiwan dedicated to educating
and equipping Indigenous pastors and church workers.

Friday, August 6 (Anniversary of the 1945 bombing of Hiroshima)
We remember the victims of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
in 1945 and pray for an end to the proliferation of nuclear weapons.

Saturday, August 7 We give thanks and pray for the Center for Minority
Issues and Mission and Co-Director, David McIntosh, as he and the Center’s staff
strive to eliminate racial discrimination in Japan.
Prayer Partnership
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Sunday, August 8

Defying the Norm:
Lydia Returns to School
Sexual assault, gender-based violence and teenage
pregnancy are significant issues in Malawi. Lydia
was only 15 years old when she became pregnant,
and the stigma of being an unmarried, pregnant
teenager led her to leave school. Left with few
options, Lydia’s circumstances were reported to
the community victim support unit and, with their
help and guidance, Lydia was empowered to return to school where she can
continue to pursue her dream of becoming a teacher. This project to strengthen
community structures that respond to those experiencing sexual- or genderbased violence is supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, August 8 We give thanks and pray for the Presbyterian World
Service & Development program in Malawi that is helping pregnant mothers
and their newborns access medicine.

Monday, August 9 (International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples)
We give thanks for the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples as a guiding light on the path to justice and reconciliation.

Tuesday, August 10 We pray for the Rev. Jonathan Baird and Rani Ibrahim,
and for the new worshipping communities they are leading in the Presbytery of
Lindsay-Peterborough in Ontario.

Wednesday, August 11 We pray for Cindy Stephenson, Convener of the
Life and Mission Agency Committee.

Thursday, August 12 We pray that the members of the Presbytery of
East Toronto’s Student and Education Committee will feel a strong sense of
God’s presence in their discernment.

Friday, August 13 We pray for colleague covenant groups and clergy
support groups as they support one another and develop healthy perspectives
on themselves and their ministries.

Saturday, August 14 We pray for ministers and elders who feel
discouraged and alone in their ministry.
Prayer Partnership
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Sunday, August 15

Eager to Read God’s Word
Presbyterians Sharing supports the
Rev. Dr. Paul McLean as he works with Bible
translation teams to translate the Bible into
Indigenous languages in Taiwan. The work
with Tayal began in the 1950s when PCC mission staff Clare and Grace McGill
converted the spoken language into writing for the first time. During the COVID-19
pandemic, Paul met online three mornings a week with lead translator Watan Yawi
to check spelling and verify consistent translation of biblical terms (e.g., temple,
prophet, Lord) and over 2,000 parallel passages in the Old and New Testaments.
They finished at the end of March. Proofreaders had three months before the
translation was sent to the Bible Society in Taiwan for typesetting and printing.
110 Tayal churches in the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan are eager to read the
whole Bible in their own language. “Mhway Utux Kayal! Thanks be to God!”

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, August 15 We pray for PCC mission staff in Taiwan and give thanks
for the hard work they have devoted to translating the Bible for Indigenous
churches in the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan.

Monday, August 16 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of the
Presbytery of Edmonton-Lakeland in Alberta.

Tuesday, August 17 We pray for the work of the Canadian Ecumenical
Anti-Racism Network as they support church communities working for racial
justice in Canada.

Wednesday, August 18 We give thanks for Project Ploughshares and
their advocacy for policies that promote peace and disarmament.

Thursday, August 19 In Christ we are all one family. We give thanks for
KAIROS, bringing together many churches to work together ecumenically
for justice and peace.

Friday, August 20 We pray for the congregations of Comox Valley Presbyterian
Church in British Columbia and St. David’s Presbyterian Church in Nova Scotia as they
plan new ministry after completing the denomination’s New Beginnings process.

Saturday, August 21 We pray for couples who are experiencing challenges
conceiving or adopting children.
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Sunday, August 22

Saving Hospitals in Nepal
The United Mission to Nepal (UMN) was founded
in 1954 as an international, interdenominational
Christian mission. As COVID-19 swept through
the country, affecting the lives and livelihoods
of much of the population, UMN’s two mission
hospitals in Tansen and Okhaldhunga experienced
a funding crisis. Patients seeking care did not have
the income to pay their hospital bills. UMN began
a “Save Our Hospitals” campaign and reached out
to partners and friends for support. Faithful
supporters of UMN from around the world rallied to answer the call, including
The Presbyterian Church in Canada—a UMN partner since 1974. The campaign
was a huge success, receiving over one million dollars in donations.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, August 22 We pray for God’s blessing on Dhana Lama, who will
become the first Nepali Executive Director of the United Mission to Nepal
in November 2021.

Monday, August 23 We pray for Dr. Rachel Karrach, who has served the
United Mission Hospital Tansen in Nepal for 27 years, along with all the hospital
staff who provide medical services under very difficult conditions.

Tuesday, August 24 We pray for staff at the Shining Hospital in Nepal
as they treat illnesses and provide vocational training with support from
Presbyterian World Service & Development.

Wednesday, August 25 We pray for the people, ministries and mission
of the Presbytery of Peace River.

Thursday, August 26 We pray for those incarcerated in the prison system
and that they are supported as they endeavour to rebuild their lives after their
sentence is finished.

Friday, August 27 We pray for the Rev. Michael Veenema and the REACH
ministry in Nova Scotia. May this ministry continue to reach new disciples as it
serves people in correctional and rehabilitation facilities.

Saturday, August 28 We pray for the safety and well-being of agricultural
workers, along with all those who process, transport, distribute and sell our food.
Prayer Partnership
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S O C I A L

AC T I O N

S P OT L I G H T

Poverty and Economic Justice
The ongoing challenges of people living in poverty cannot be understated.
Poverty leaves people feeling powerless and isolated, cut off from access to
important support networks and opportunities.
Strategies to end poverty exist, such as instituting a guaranteed livable income
or indexing minimum wage to the annual cost of living. While there is concern
over the cost to implement these support programs, the social and economic
costs of maintaining the status quo are higher than many realize.
Poverty-related issues, like hunger, homelessness and increased vulnerability
to violence, often have social and personal consequences that impart lasting
impacts on physical and emotional health, as well as relationships with others.
Economic instability can create barriers to accessing basic human rights, such as
education, and contribute to increased crime and health problems, which in turn
adds to the cost of our criminal justice, education and health-care systems.
Poverty harms human lives and costs society significantly.
The Presbyterian Church in Canada affirms that the church has a calling to
seek justice in the world. This calling requires concern for people experiencing
poverty and involves actively working to ensure physical, emotional and spiritual
well-being for all. Living Faith reminds us that creating such well-being means
addressing social issues like employment, education and health (8.4.4).

What can you do?
• Support community programs that increase income, housing and food
security for vulnerable people.

•

Visit the website for Dignity for All—a campaign founded by Canada
Without Poverty and Citizens for Public Justice—to learn more about
strategies to eradicate poverty and get involved in creating a more
socially secure and cohesive Canada.1

•

Write to your elected officials and tell them to prioritize the implementation
of these strategies. Sample letters are available at presbyterian.ca/letters.

1 dignityforall.ca
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Sunday, August 29

Teamwork Guarantees
Thriving Farm
In Guatemala, Celedonia Félix was in charge of her
family’s farm, performing most of the agricultural
and livestock work. But Celedonia was feeling
overwhelmed, and the family’s farm was starting
to suffer. One day she attended an agriculture training workshop provided by
Presbyterian World Service & Development’s local partner. At the workshop, the
mother of seven learned the importance of working as a team. Sharing what she
learned with her husband, the two started to work together on their land. Eventually,
the couple’s children also started to help out. Today, the family jointly carries out
activities such as planting, separating husks and harvesting. For Celedonia,
“teamwork is the key to success, and preserving family harmony and happiness.”

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, August 29 We pray for farmers in Guatemala who are learning how
to prepare the new food they grow with support from Presbyterian World Service
& Development partners.

Monday, August 30 We pray for the candidates for ministry and guidance
counsellors who will gather to engage in dialogue and reflection about vocation
and discernment during Guidance Conference this week.

Tuesday, August 31 We pray that people experiencing isolation, mental
health challenges and suicidal thoughts will feel a strong sense of God’s presence,
comfort and healing.

Wednesday, September 1 We give thanks and pray for the WMS members
planning the National Presbyterian Women’s Gathering in 2022. May this event
bring people together to celebrate and praise God.

Thursday, September 2 We pray for Leading with Care committees that
seek to make churches, missions and camps safe places.

Friday, September 3 We pray for impoverished communities in Nicaragua
and give thanks for the Presbyterian World Service & Development partners who are
teaching these communities about proper nutrition to support long-term health.

Saturday, September 4 We pray that all people experience autonomy and
agency, and that workplaces are free from fear and discrimination.
Prayer Partnership
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Sunday, September 5

Hearing God’s Call
Joshua Su, a lay missionary at
the Taiwanese Robert Campbell
Presbyterian Church in Montreal,
Quebec, saw a need on Montreal’s
south shore for Christian
community and worship among
Mandarin-speaking people. With
the support of the congregation
and Cyclical PCC, Joshua was able
to start a network of small groups that meet in homes for fellowship, discussion
and prayer. One of the goals of this new and growing worshipping community
is to equip leaders to work alongside Joshua as they start new intergenerational
discipleship groups. Following in the Apostle Paul’s footsteps, leaders within this
ministry are hearing God’s call to share the gospel in the world.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, September 5 We pray for the Rev. David Mang, Joshua Su and for the
new worshipping communities growing in the Presbytery of Montreal in Quebec.

Monday, September 6 (Labour Day) We pray for the safety and
well-being of all workers, and for fair pay and benefits for all.

Tuesday, September 7 (Rosh Hashanah) We pray for our Jewish
neighbours who are celebrating Rosh Hashanah (New Year’s Day) and the
anniversary of the creation of the world.

Wednesday, September 8 (World Literacy Day) We give thanks for the gift
of literacy and for teachers and tutors who pass on the gift of reading and writing.

Thursday, September 9 We pray for all of the students attending
theological colleges who are beginning or resuming their studies. May they
be enriched and challenged through their studies.

Friday, September 10 We pray for Csilla Bertalan, Director of Samuel
House, and her colleagues as they provide Christian care to underprivileged
children in Romania.

Saturday, September 11 We pray for peace in Palestine and Israel so that
all children may grow up in a safe place with equal opportunities.
Prayer Partnership
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Sunday, September 12

An Education for Robina
Robina lives with her mother, father and
five siblings in a make-shift house in
Afghanistan. Both of her parents are
unemployed, and Robina is the only
member of her family attending school. In
Afghanistan, 62 percent of children do not
attend school. Often, families with many
children cannot afford uniforms and school
supplies for each child. Girls are especially disadvantaged because of a shared
cultural belief that if girls study, they bring shame on their families. Only one in
five students in Afghan schools are female, and only about one in 10 adult women
are literate. Presbyterian World Service & Development (PWS&D) is passionate
about ensuring a world in which all children can access quality education.
Working with local partners, PWS&D helps parents and religious leaders
understand girls’ rights—most importantly, the right to education.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, September 12 We give thanks and pray for organizations who
work in partnership with Presbyterian World Service & Development to empower
and teach girls in Afghanistan to read, write and improve their standard of living.

Monday, September 13 We pray for Christian educators as they nurture
the faith of young people.

Tuesday, September 14 We pray for LGBTQI+ student groups and their
teachers as they build communities of love, learning and support in their schools.

Wednesday, September 15 We pray that the members of the Presbytery
of Oak Ridges’ Pastoral Relations Committee will feel a strong sense of God’s
presence in their work and discernment.

Thursday, September 16 We pray for the members of the Continuing
Education Grants Committee that meet this month.

Friday, September 17 We pray for the Rev. Angie Song, Nuri Lee and the
evangelism initiatives of Vaughan Community Church in Toronto, Ontario.

Saturday, September 18 We pray for God’s wisdom and guidance to
protect creation and the world’s biodiversity.
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Sunday, September 19

The Difference Food Security Makes
In Haiti, global climate change has left many farmers struggling
to support their families. For people in Haiti who make their
living from the earth, recent unpredictable weather has had
devastating consequences. Presbyterian World Service &
Development is responding through an agroforestry program
that helps farmers by providing seeds for black bean, pigeon
pea and corn crops—seeds that are more resilient. Farmers
learn sustainable field management and band together in
savings groups to make their earnings go even further. Elimène
Joseph, an entrepreneur and mother of four, shared her experience: “Before
becoming a member, I struggled to make ends meet. The program is showing me
how to pool my resources together with other farmers. In truth, I do not have
enough words to express everything the organization has done for me.”

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, September 19 We pray for struggling farmers in the developing
world whose livelihoods have been impacted by climate change and give thanks for
programs supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development that help them.

Monday, September 20 We thank God for our ecumenical and interfaith
connections and for the members of the PCC’s Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
Committee who support these endeavours and meet today.

Tuesday, September 21 (International Day of Prayer for Peace)
We pray for the safety and well-being of those living in conflict situations. May we
all respond to God’s call to be peacemakers and speak out against forces of violence.

Wednesday, September 22 We pray for healing and peace in the church
so that its witness and ministry is focused and invigorated.

Thursday, September 23 We pray for pastors of the Reformed Church in
Sub-Carpathia, Ukraine, as they provide spiritual support to people of Hungarian
descent in challenging conditions.

Friday, September 24 We pray for church musicians and give thanks for
all they do to support the church in praise.

Saturday, September 25 We pray for the people, ministries and mission
of the Presbytery of Northern Saskatchewan.
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MISSION MOMENT

Sunday, September 26

Sharing Hope Through
Presbyterians Sharing
When we give to Presbyterians Sharing,
we participate in God’s mission together,
expressing our faith through our actions
and decisions. Together, we build strong
congregations, serve vulnerable people,
walk with Indigenous people, seek
justice and share Christ’s love around the
world. We are there when a prisoner in Malawi discovers Christ’s love through
Bible study, and when a congregation adapts to meet community needs in new
ways. We are there when a child receives a healthy snack and after-school support
from an inner-city ministry, and when theological students in Canada, Malawi,
Nigeria, Ghana and Beirut graduate, ready to shine Christ’s light. On Presbyterians
Sharing Sunday, we celebrate the mission and ministry we share together, as we
proclaim God’s love, hope, faith and grace in the world God loves. When we put
our gifts in God’s hands, God does remarkable things!

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, September 26 On Presbyterians Sharing Sunday, we give
thanks for the faithful generosity of congregations across Canada as we share
in mission and ministry together through Presbyterians Sharing.

Monday, September 27 We pray for stewardship committees planning
fall stewardship campaigns.

Tuesday, September 28 We pray for the people, ministries and mission
of the Presbytery of Brandon in Manitoba.

Wednesday, September 29 We give thanks and pray for those who are
beginning a term as presbytery moderator. May they lead with hope and serve
with kindness.

Thursday, September 30 We pray for the wisdom to see clearly the reality
of racism and bigotry in the institutions of our country so that we may work to
challenge and uproot these institutionalized concepts in ourselves, our churches
and our society.
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Prayers, mission and social action stories are collected from the
Moderator of the General Assembly and the colleges, committees
and agencies of The Presbyterian Church in Canada.
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One Mission, Two Funds
Proclaiming Christ in Word and Deed
Presbyterians Sharing supports the overall
mission and ministry of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada. Congregations are
encouraged to raise an accepted allocation
each year.

Presbyterian World Service & Development
is the PCC’s development and relief agency.
PWS&D raises funds directly from
congregations and individuals and through
government grants—over and above gifts to
Presbyterians Sharing. International Ministries mission
personnel, funded through Presbyterians Sharing,
often work with PWS&D partners.
Your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing and Presbyterian
World Service & Development are making a difference!
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Praying together
Acting together
Giving together
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