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OCTOBER
S O C I A L

AC T I O N

S P OT L I G H T

National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls
In 2019, the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
and Girls released its final report, Reclaiming Power and Place. The report
concluded that violence and anti-Indigenous racism is a race-based genocide
that particularly targets Indigenous women, girls and people who are Two-Spirit,
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex and/or asexual.
The report detailed how pervasive and devastating the violence has been, but
also brought forward 231 concrete recommendations to end the violence.
The report sets this genocide in a context of colonialism, supported by a belief of
Christian European superiority that was introduced by European settlers to Canada.
The presence and influence of these beliefs in our society and institutions is seen in
casual and systemic interactions that dehumanize and devalue Indigenous people.
Seven-hundred people shared with the National Inquiry the brutal and deadly
consequences of colonial violence in their lives and the lives of their loved ones.
The impacts of colonialism today are reflected in the underfunding of services
for Indigenous communities, insufficient health care, education, housing
infrastructure and systemic callousness in interactions with social, health and
policing services. The National Inquiry’s Calls for Justice are concrete guidance
to healing and wholeness that emphasize Indigenous people’s knowledge and
self-determination—and we are called to respond.

What You Can Do:
• Attend a Sisters in Spirit vigil.1
• Read Reclaiming Power and Place and use the church’s study guide:
•
•
•

Why Work to Decolonize? 2
Support the National Indigenous Ministries of the church.
Prioritize relationship building with Indigenous people in ways that honour
Indigenous self-determination and address racism.
As a congregation, repudiate concepts used to justify European superiority
over Indigenous people, such as the Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius.

1 For more information, see the National Native Women’s Association website: nwac.ca
2 See the Social Action Hub for additional resources: presbyterian.ca/social-action
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Sunday, September 26

Presbyterians Sharing Sunday
When we give to Presbyterians Sharing, we participate
in God’s mission together, expressing our faith
through our actions and decisions. Together, we build
strong congregations, serve vulnerable people, walk
with Indigenous people, seek justice and share Christ’s
love around the world. We are there when a prisoner in Malawi discovers Christ’s
love through Bible study, and when a congregation adapts to meet community
needs in new ways. We are there when a child receives a healthy snack and
after-school support from an inner-city ministry, and when theological students
in Canada, Malawi, Nigeria, Ghana and Beirut graduate, ready to shine Christ’s
light. On Presbyterians Sharing Sunday, we celebrate the mission and ministry
we share together, as we proclaim God’s love, hope, faith and grace in the world
God loves. When we put our gifts in God’s hands, God does remarkable things!

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, September 26 On Presbyterians Sharing Sunday, we give
thanks for the faithful generosity of congregations across Canada as we share
in mission and ministry together through Presbyterians Sharing.

Monday, September 27 We pray for stewardship committees planning
fall stewardship campaigns.

Tuesday, September 28 We pray for the people, ministries and mission
of the Presbytery of Brandon in Manitoba.

Wednesday, September 29 We give thanks and pray for those who are
beginning a term as presbytery moderator. May they lead with hope and serve
with kindness.

Thursday, September 30 We pray for the wisdom to see clearly the reality
of racism and bigotry in the institutions of our country so that we may work to
challenge and uproot these institutionalized concepts in ourselves, our churches
and our society.

Friday, October 1 We pray for Indigenous children who are being removed
and separated from their families and communities.

Saturday, October 2 We pray for Place of Hope Indigenous Presbyterian
Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and for all Survivors of Residential Schools.
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Sunday, October 3

Elder Exemplifies God’s Love at
Place of Hope Indigenous PC
Although the work of God is sometimes accompanied by
displays of power or dramatic revelations, it is often the gentle
whisper of the Spirit that stirs someone deeply. The Holy Spirit
has been stirring in Place of Hope Indigenous Presbyterian Church in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. This is due in part to the work of an elder at Place of Hope, who simply
lives out what she believes. In a quiet, loving way, this elder has been teaching the
church’s young people that God cares about the details of their lives and loves
them unconditionally. And in following her example, many older youths have
been baptized in recent months. The elder’s faith is a compelling testimony and
an example for all, as she quietly draws those around her to Christ. Place of Hope
Indigenous Presbyterian Church receives support from gifts to Presbyterians Sharing.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, October 3 (World Communion Sunday) We pray for the church
throughout the world. May God renew its worship, nurture its growth, empower
its witness and restore its unity.

Monday, October 4 (National Day of Action for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls) We pray for the insight and strength to work
for an end to colonial racism and misogyny that targets and harms Indigenous
women, girls and LGBTQI2S+ people.

Tuesday, October 5 We pray for the children of Residential School Survivors
who suffer from the generational effects of that era. May they heal through God’s
protection, guidance and love.

Wednesday, October 6 We give thanks for those who participated in
Ride for Refuge in support of Presbyterian World Service & Development’s food
security projects around the world.

Thursday, October 7 We pray for God’s protection, comfort and healing
for the people and lands recovering from severe natural disasters.

Friday, October 8 As Coming Out Day (October 11) approaches, we pray
that LGBTQI+ people who are planning to come out for the first time receive
love and support from their families, friends and church communities.

Saturday, October 9 We pray for The Presbyterian Church in Canada’s
church planting support initiatives.
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Sunday, October 10

Supporting
New Ministries
In 2019, with support from Presbyterians
Sharing, The Presbyterian Church in
Canada started Cyclical PCC, a church
planting support initiative. Since its
beginning, God has blessed this initiative
with 47 faithful, dedicated and innovative
people who feel called to begin new
ministries. Rani Ibrahim, a participant in
Cyclical PCC, said that the relationships
he has formed with other Presbyterian
leaders have been especially meaningful.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, October 10 (Harvest Sunday) We pray for farmers and farm
workers as they steward the soil and work to grow and harvest food.

Monday, October 11 (Thanksgiving Day) We give thanks to God for
the earth and all its beauty and resources, and we pray for a more just care of
the earth and its resources.

Tuesday, October 12 We thank God for the water that sustains us and all
other living things in creation, and we pray for the will to protect this precious gift
through prayer and advocacy.

Wednesday, October 13 We pray for the house churches in the Cariboo
region of British Columbia, and that they grow in outreach to their neighbours
with the love of Jesus to transform lives.

Thursday, October 14 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of
the Presbytery of Essex-Kent in Ontario.

Friday, October 15 We pray for the people of Guatemala and the staff at
the Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America as they continue to
struggle with the effects of the pandemic and natural disasters.

Saturday, October 16 (World Food Day) We pray for smallholder farmers
who are suffering the effects of climate change, and we give thanks for Presbyterian
World Service & Development partners that are striving to end hunger.
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Sunday, October 17

Keeping Hope Alive
For Palestinians, the olive tree is a symbol of their
nationality and connection to the land. Cultivated
for thousands of years, it is a major source of income
for many Palestinian households. Between 1967 and 2009, over 830,000 olive
trees were uprooted by Israeli settlers and military to build settlements and roads.
In 2002, the Joint Advocacy Initiative launched the Olive Tree Campaign (OTC),
inviting partners to sponsor olive trees as a sign of solidarity with Palestinian
farmers. The OTC has supported 15,000 households with 200,000 olive trees,
allowing them to maintain their lands, earn an income and keep their hope alive.
The PCC has been supporting this life-giving project since 2018. In celebration of
the campaign’s 20th anniversary, organizers hope to plant 40,000 olive trees in
2022, and they still need sponsors for 15,000 trees to reach the goal.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, October 17 (Students and Colleges Sunday) We pray for the
staff, faculty and students at The Presbyterian College in Montreal, Knox College
in Toronto, and Vancouver School of Theology/St. Andrew’s Hall.

Monday, October 18 (Feast Day of Luke the Evangelist) We pray that
those who ask, who seek, and who knock will receive, find, and have doors
opened to them.

Tuesday, October 19 We pray for the safety of Palestinian farmers and
their families and friends as they gather to pick olives during the harvest season.
May all those participating experience a bountiful harvest.

Wednesday, October 20 We give thanks and pray for coaches involved
in Cyclical PCC and the New Beginnings program who help ministers continue
Christ’s ministry in new ways.

Thursday, October 21 We pray for doctors, nurses and all those who work
in hospitals and medical clinics.

Friday, October 22 We pray that all Survivors of Residential Schools be
heard and healed from the hurts of the past.

Saturday, October 23 We remember Chanie Wenjack who died of hunger
and exposure on this day in 1966 after running away from Cecilia Jeffrey Indian
Residential School in Kenora, Ontario. We pray for all those who carry deep pain
and trauma from Residential Schools.
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Sunday, October 24

Leading Healthy Lives in Guatemala
In the highlands of Guatemala, 43-year-old Adelina López
Vásquez lives with her husband Rafael and their family. Adelina
is a health and nutrition promoter in her community. Through
training workshops, Adelina gained knowledge and skills about
how to prepare wholesome and nutritious foods. She learned
the importance of maintaining a clean workspace and the
benefits of cooking foods made with fresh, local ingredients
instead of buying prepared foods. In addition, the training
Adelina received on the topics of home hygiene and nutritious diets have
helped both her and her community navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. Today,
she shares all she’s learned with her community so they can also lead healthy lives.
Presbyterian World Service & Development works in partnership with local Mayan
organization, AMMID.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, October 24 We give thanks for Presbyterian World Service &
Development partners who equip families in Guatemala to lead healthy lives
through food safety and nutrition training workshops.

Monday, October 25 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of
the Presbytery of Lindsay-Peterborough in Ontario.

Tuesday, October 26 (Intersex Awareness Day) We give thanks for
the work of intersex people in advocating for a more just and inclusive
health-care system.

Wednesday, October 27 We pray for countries that do not have an
adequate supply of the COVID-19 vaccine for their citizens, and we pray that
our government and other wealthy nations will help provide doses.

Thursday, October 28 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of
the Presbytery of Waterloo-Wellington in Ontario.

Friday, October 29 We pray for congregations taking proactive steps to
combat racism in order to become anti-racist communities.

Saturday, October 30 We pray for people in Afghanistan whose livelihoods
have been disrupted by COVID-19 and give thanks for the food assistance they’ve
received through Presbyterian World Service & Development partners.
Prayer Partnership
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S O C I A L

AC T I O N

S P OT L I G H T

Water For All
Water is a sacred gift from God that connects all of life. It is essential for drinking,
cooking, bathing and growing food. Both finite and irreplaceable, our water
sources must be nurtured and protected. The Presbyterian Church in Canada
recognizes that “any denial of access to water represents lack of respect for
God’s creation and lack of concern for our neighbour.” 1
In 2010, the United Nations General Assembly recognized access to safe and clean
drinking water and sanitation as human rights. Yet almost 800 million people
worldwide are living without access to safe water—roughly one in nine people
on earth.2 In Canada, one of the most water-rich countries in the world, dozens
of Indigenous communities lack safe drinking water.
The global population is growing, and industry and agriculture are becoming
more water-intensive. As societies try to balance meeting increasing demands
on water resources for economic activities with providing access to water for all,
many people’s interests are not being recognized and the needs of ecosystems
often fall by the wayside. Without access to clean water, families and communities
can be trapped in poverty for generations. We must advocate for those who are
discriminately excluded from safe water and sanitation, ensuring that water policy
and management represent and serve all creation.

What You Can Do:
• Write a letter to the government, calling on them to fulfill their 2015 promise
•
•
•

1
2
3
4

to end all long-term drinking water advisories in Indigenous communities.
Recognize World Water Day on March 22. Find out how to get involved at
worldwaterday.org.
Support Presbyterian World Service & Development’s clean water and
sanitation work.3
Learn how the PCC is involved in ecological justice and environmental
stewardship.4

Acts & Proceedings 2005
Key Water.org Facts, 2020–2021
presbyterian.ca/pwsd/water-and-sanitation
See presbyterian.ca/justice/social-action and presbyterian.ca/stewardship/stewardship-of-creation
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Sunday, October 31

Relief Through Food Assistance
Mohammad and his family had to leave their home behind
when COVID-19 made finding work difficult in their community
in Afghanistan. Unfortunately, Mohammad and his father were
seriously injured by a bomb blast on the journey. Mohammad’s
right knee now causes him a lot of pain. Mohammad still worked
hard to provide for his family through the harsh winter, but it
was far from enough. Things improved when the family was
selected to take part in a food assistance project. Five monthly
cash distributions were made to 1,100 vulnerable households—allowing families
to purchase much-needed food and essential items. “This assistance has brought
relief in my life,” said Mohammad. This project is implemented by Community
World Service Asia, a partner of Presbyterian World Service & Development.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, October 31 (Reformation Sunday) Strengthen our hearts,
O God; make them eager to serve you and your purposes. Trouble us with the
smallness of our vision and waken us to the greatness of your glory and the
breadth of your grace.

Monday, November 1 (All Saints Day) We thank God for knitting us into
one common fellowship; for the people who have gone ahead of us in the faith
and who loved us, formed our faith and served God with joy and grace.

Tuesday, November 2 We remember in prayer the Rev. Dr. Daniel D. Scott,
Moderator of the 2021 General Assembly, as he connects with people and
ministries of the church.

Wednesday, November 3 We pray for those who are mentors to
candidates preparing to serve ministries within The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

Thursday, November 4 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of
the Presbytery of Quebec.

Friday, November 5 We thank God for protecting and encouraging the staff
and volunteers at Edmonton Urban Native Ministries in Alberta and pray that all
those involved in this beautiful ministry stay safe and healthy in the love of Christ
who never fails us.

Saturday, November 6 We pray for the Women’s Missionary Society
Council Executive as they discuss plans for 2022.
Prayer Partnership
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Sunday, November 7

Life-Saving Treatment in Haiti
Haiti is experiencing a food shortage crisis. As a result,
many children, like Elisemene Joachim, suffer from
malnutrition. At four years old, Elisemene weighed a mere
8.5 kg (around 19 pounds) when she was diagnosed with
acute malnutrition at a mobile clinic. She was immediately
enrolled in a program where she received life-saving
treatment and was regularly monitored for several months.
After 10 months, Elisemene’s health and nutrition status
improved, and she was healthy enough to be discharged
from the program. Today, Elisemene is thriving and enjoying a healthy childhood.
This project is supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development and
Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, November 7 We pray for malnourished children in Haiti, that they
may recover and experience healthy childhoods with treatment provided by
Presbyterian World Service & Development partners.

Monday, November 8 We pray for people who are awaiting the results
of medical tests.

Tuesday, November 9 We pray for farmers in Malawi and give thanks for
the sustainable farming projects supported by the church through Presbyterian
World Service & Development that help their crops flourish.

Wednesday, November 10 We give thanks and pray for clerks of Session
who, with elders and ministers, nurture caring Christian ministry in congregations
and communities across the country.

Thursday, November 11 (Remembrance Day) We pray for all who
mourn or suffer as a result of conflicts and war. We ask God to protect and guide
peacekeepers and those who serve in the armed forces.

Friday, November 12 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of
the Presbytery of Prince Edward Island.

Saturday, November 13 We pray for ministries in Canada that support
the health, education, faith and well-being of children and youth.
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Sunday, November 14

Equipping a New Leader in Nepal
In November 2021, the United Mission to Nepal (UMN) will welcome
Dhana Lama as its first ever Nepali Executive Director. In addition to
being UMN’s first Nepali Executive Director, Dhana will be the 13th
Executive Director since its founding in 1954 and the third woman
to lead UMN. Outgoing Executive Director, Joel Hafvenstein, said, “Dhana is a
strong and forthright leader who is also a listener, with the humility not to fear
change or the acknowledgement of mistakes. Her passion for service to Nepal’s
poorest people is unquestionable.” As an international, interdenominational
Christian mission, UMN receives funding from partners designated for specific
projects, which doesn’t leave much for staff salaries. Through Presbyterians
Sharing, the PCC will join the Church of Scotland, the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland and Asia CMS in financially supporting Dhana Lama during her tenure.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, November 14 We pray for wisdom and courage as Dhana Lama
begins her tenure as the first Nepali Executive Director of the United Mission to Nepal.

Monday, November 15 We pray for ministers and worship leaders
preparing for Advent and Christmas.

Tuesday, November 16 We pray for the Racism Working Group of the
Caribbean and North American Area Council of the World Communion of
Reformed Churches as it seeks to shine the light of God’s reconciling love on
racism within member churches and our nations.

Wednesday, November 17 We pray for the Rev. Dr. Carlos Ham, Rector
at the Evangelical Seminary of Theology in Cuba, as he provides spiritual and
academic leadership.

Thursday, November 18 We pray for the members of the Committee on
Education and Reception as they meet this week with the candidates and ministers
who have applied to be received into The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

Friday, November 19 We give thanks for programs the church supports
through Presbyterian World Service & Development that educate women and
children on their rights and provide assistance to people experiencing abuse.

Saturday, November 20 On Transgender Day of Remembrance, we pray
for an end to violence and hatred towards trans and nonbinary people in Canada
and around the world.
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Sunday, November 21

Protecting Children in Malawi
Ten-year-old Joseph lives with his family in northern
Malawi. One day, Joseph showed up to school, not quite
himself. His friends noticed and asked what was wrong.
“My father and mother shout at each other and fight
almost every week. Sometimes my father calls us bad
names and chases us out of the house at night, for no reason,” he said. His friends,
who had learned about children’s rights and what support was available to them
urged him to speak to a Child Protection Worker. The Child Protection Worker
understood the economic challenges that were exacerbating the abuse and
connected the family with resources to address them. Together, the family is using
what they have learned to build a more peaceful home. This project is supported
by Presbyterian World Service & Development.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, November 21 (Reign of Christ) Sovereign God, who rules all
creation, you sent Jesus to testify to your truth. Help us to hear Christ’s voice so
that we can teach and work for his politics of justice, grace, peace and love.

Monday, November 22 (National Housing Day) We pray for all who are
without homes, and that they may find shelter and God’s love and peace.

Tuesday, November 23 Creator, we pray for guidance as Winnipeg Inner City
Missions in Manitoba begins the discernment process for improving its programs
and buildings. Bring peace and blessing to the decisions that will be made.

Wednesday, November 24 We pray that all homes are free of domestic
violence and unfair gender differences in the division of labour.

Thursday, November 25 (International Day for Elimination of
Violence Against Women) We pray for women and girls who feel powerless,
alone, hurt or unsafe as a result of witnessing or experiencing violence and
trauma. We pray for an end to all forms of gender-based violence and oppression.

Friday, November 26 We pray for the Presbytery of Assiniboia’s Ministry
Committee. May they feel a strong sense of God’s presence to strengthen, focus
and lead their discernment.

Saturday, November 27 We give thanks for programs the church supports
through Presbyterian World Service & Development that empower girls to rise
above disadvantage and discrimination to pursue their goals.
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DECEMBER
S O C I A L

AC T I O N

S P OT L I G H T

Human Rights
Human Rights Day—marked every year on December 10—began in 1948 to
recognize the day the United Nations (UN) adopted the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. The Declaration sets out a broad range of fundamental human
rights and freedoms to which everyone is entitled. The milestone document
guarantees rights without distinction of nationality, gender, national or ethnic
origin, religion, language or any other status.
The national church actively reaches out to help all people live with dignity and
freedom. Part of this work includes promoting human rights in a variety of ways.
Domestically and internationally, many efforts are made to address inequality
and enhance Indigenous rights, women’s rights, migrant workers’ rights, refugee
rights, to name a few.
Human rights are also an integral part of achieving long-term, sustainable
development. In 2015, all UN Member States adopted the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and in doing so agreed to work toward achieving
17 Sustainable Development Goals aimed at addressing a range of social needs,
including ending poverty and hunger, ensuring education for all and tackling
climate change by 2030.
This is especially important as we think about a post-Covid world. The COVID-19
crisis has been fueled by deepening poverty, rising inequality, structural
discrimination and other gaps in human rights protections. Only by closing
these gaps and advancing human rights can we help ensure that full recovery
includes a world that is more resilient, just and sustainable.

What You Can Do:
• Find a way to mark Human Rights Day in your local community.1
• Learn more about the Sustainable Development Goals.2
• Write to the Prime Minister and your Member of Parliament and tell them
that you want Canada to implement and advance its 2030 Agenda National
Strategy to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.3
1 For more information and ideas, check out un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
2 sdgs.un.org/goals
3 Learn more about the 2030 Agenda at canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/
programs/agenda-2030
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Sunday, November 28

Embracing Education
in Afghanistan
Khadija is five years old and attends a
community-based school in Laghman,
Afghanistan. Khadija’s older sister did not
have the opportunity to attend school, so
the Grade One student has wholeheartedly
embraced her studies. “I love going to
school every day and meeting my friends there. My favourite subject is
mathematics.” Through the support of Community World Service Asia, a partner
of Presbyterian World Service & Development, Khadija and her friends also
received school supplies. “One day, after completing my studies, I will become a
traffic police officer and guide people in the right direction,” said Khadija, smiling.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, November 28 (First Sunday of Advent) We pray that our hope
is nourished during Advent as we prepare to receive Christ among us again.

Monday, November 29 We pray for congregations seeking God’s direction
in changing times, that they are steadfast in hope and learn to be patient and
prayerful when times are challenging.

Tuesday, November 30 (Feast Day of Andrew the Apostle) Just as
Andrew brought his brother Peter to Jesus, we pray for help and guidance to
be like Andrew and introduce others to Jesus.

Wednesday, December 1 (World AIDS Day) We pray for all people
affected by HIV and AIDS.

Thursday, December 2 We pray for the people, ministries and mission
of the Presbytery of Newfoundland.

Friday, December 3 (International Day for Persons with Disabilities)
We pray for the Respite Ministry of St. Columba, a parish of the Presbyterian
Church of Mauritius, that offers support to families caring for persons with
learning disabilities.

Saturday, December 4 We give thanks for the vital support the church
is helping to provide to those with HIV through Presbyterian World Service &
Development.
Prayer Partnership
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Sunday, December 5

Supporting Vulnerable Children
Antony Misoya, a 15-year-old orphan from Mitumbira village in
Malawi, is HIV positive. He attends a program managed by the
Mulanje Mission Hospital where he receives care and support
with his antiretroviral medication regimen. Staff began to notice
Antony’s visits to the program had become less frequent. When
asked, Antony told them, “I go around looking for work to support my two brothers
and sister; sometimes I miss my treatment because I am working.” Program staff
visited Antony and his guardian and discovered that it had become difficult for
her to provide for all four children, so the team provided them with support that
made it possible for Antony to attend the clinic regularly and focus on his studies.
This project that provides care and support to orphans and vulnerable children in
Malawi is supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, December 5 (Second Sunday of Advent) We pray for peace in
the world: in our churches, in our families and circle of friends, and in our spirits
as we prepare to welcome the Christ child among us again.

Monday, December 6 We pray for ministries that are exploring new ways
to welcome, include and support LGBTQI+ people and families.

Tuesday, December 7 We thank God for those who are engaging in God’s
mission in the world and finding effective ways to share the Gospel of Christ with
neighbours.

Wednesday, December 8 We pray that the light of Christ will shine brightly
and provide comfort to all who are ill, struggling or mourning this Advent season.

Thursday, December 9 We pray for the Rev. Chen Hsin-Liang, the new
General Secretary of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan.

Friday, December 10 (Human Rights Day) We pray for families living in
situations of conflict or in exile, and we give thanks for the church’s support of
Presbyterian World Service & Development programs that protect the rights
of refugees.

Saturday, December 11 We give thanks for the education the Garu
Community-Based Rehabilitation Program provides to raise awareness and
support people with disabilities in Ghana so that they can lead fulfilling lives
free from stigma.
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Sunday, December 12

From Hopeless to Hopeful
“I didn’t have any hope of living a meaningful life. My
left leg was deformed by poliomyelitis at a young age,
and I grew up with this challenge,” said Monica Akamb,
a 45-year-old woman living in northern Ghana. “My
biggest challenge, however, transcends the impairment.
It has been the negative attitudes and stereotypes of
community members and even within my immediate
family.” Monica explained how her experience with the
Garu Community Based Rehabilitation Program (CBR) made a tremendous
difference in her life. “Thank God that CBR and PWS&D came to my rescue. They
taught my family and the community to treat persons with disabilities with dignity.
I learned gardening skills and now grow vegetables for a living. I am able to produce
onion, cabbage and lettuce for food and income.” The Presbyterian Church in Ghana,
supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development, manages this project.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, December 12 (Third Sunday of Advent) We pray for a sense
of joy at the dawn of a new day that is initiated by the birth of the Christ child
among us.

Monday, December 13 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of
the Presbytery of Pictou in Nova Scotia.

Tuesday, December 14 We pray for the Indigenous community of Nazko
in British Columbia, and that hope will abound, and lives will be healed through
relationships with the Creator’s son, Jesus.

Wednesday, December 15 We pray for members of the Canadian Armed
Forces who are deployed and may face loneliness and hardship.

Thursday, December 16 We pray for support for local food banks as staff
and volunteers strive to provide food, toiletries and other essential items this winter.

Friday, December 17 We pray that parents and caregivers of children and
youth are blessed with wisdom and patience.

Saturday, December 18 (International Migrants Day) We pray for the
safety and well-being of all migrant workers and their families and encourage
governments to protect the rights of migrant workers.
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Sunday, December 19

Sharing Hope
We are a vibrant denomination, working together to put our
faith into action. Through Presbyterians Sharing, we participate
in God’s mission together: building strong congregations,
serving vulnerable people, seeking justice, walking with
Indigenous people, and sharing God’s love and hope around
the world. We share hope when a new faith community meets
for the first time. We share hope when a child in Romania
escapes poverty through education. We share hope when an
Indigenous woman in Taiwan reads the Bible in her own language for the first
time. We share hope when a boarding home resident confides in a trusted visitor.
All of this is possible because of generous gifts to Presbyterians Sharing. When we
put our gifts in God’s hands, God does remarkable things!

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, December 19 (Fourth Sunday of Advent) We pray that the love
we find in the Christ child will nourish and nurture our love.

Monday, December 20 We pray for socially marginalized and vulnerable
people who find this time of the year difficult.

Tuesday, December 21 We pray for the Presbytery of West Toronto’s
Ministry Committee. May they feel a strong sense of God’s presence to strengthen,
focus and lead their discernment.

Wednesday, December 22 We give thanks for the efforts that have been
made to confront systemic racism in our society, and we pray for those who
continue to work toward ending racial discrimination.

Thursday, December 23 We give thanks and pray for organizations and
people that dedicate their work to ensuring the care, protection and rights of
all children.

Friday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) Christ was born as one of us and,
in him, God shows us how much the world is loved. We pray that the light of
God’s love blesses and fills the world.

Saturday, December 25 (Christmas Day) Holy Child, born of Earth
woman and the Spirit of heaven. Warrior of heaven and earth who conquered
death, we thank you. For the life, love and hope you give us through children,
kakike ka’ nanaskom’tinaan (Cree for “we will always be grateful”).
Prayer Partnership
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MISSION MOMENT

Sunday, December 26

Giving Gifts
through Service
For Mistawasis Memorial Presbyterian
Church, the practice of gift giving is
a year-round commitment. Every day,
the congregation provides “gifts”
through programs and services to
families living on the Mistawasis
Plains Cree Reserve in Northern
Saskatchewan. The ministry’s elders also share gifts in less tangible but equally
important ways. The congregation is blessed with wise, strong leaders who act as
role models for Mistawasis’ youth, helping to provide them with a solid foundation
in spirituality and education. Youth programming offers teachings from the
medicine wheel as well as instruction in music and Bible study—gifts that will
serve the youth well as they grow into the leaders of tomorrow. Mistawasis
Memorial PC is supported by gifts to Presbyterians Sharing.

D A I LY

P R AY E R S

Sunday, December 26 (Boxing Day) For Christ, there was no room in the
inn; we pray for those who seek shelter. Christ had to flee his birthplace; we pray
for those who seek refuge. Christ read scripture as a child; we pray that God’s
wisdom will enlighten our minds and direct our paths.

Monday, December 27 We pray for the ministry and mission of Mistawasis
Memorial Presbyterian Church of the Mistawasis Nehiyawak First Nation in
Northern Saskatchewan.

Tuesday, December 28 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of
the Presbytery of Cape Breton in Nova Scotia.

Wednesday, December 29 We pray for theological students who
graduate this spring and begin the process of seeking a call to a congregation.

Thursday, December 30 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of
the Presbytery of New Brunswick.

Friday, December 31 (New Year’s Eve) We end the year in praise for God’s
loving kindness and care, and we pray for peace in the world.
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Praying together
Acting together
Giving together
Presbyterians Sharing supports the overall
mission and ministry of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada. Congregations are
encouraged to raise an accepted allocation
each year.

Presbyterian World Service & Development
is the PCC’s development and relief agency.
PWS&D raises funds directly from
congregations and individuals and through
government grants—over and above gifts to
Presbyterians Sharing. International Ministries mission
personnel, funded through Presbyterians Sharing,
often work with PWS&D partners.

One Mission, Two Funds
Your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing and Presbyterian
World Service & Development are making a difference!

50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7
1-800-619-7301 | presbyterian.ca

