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Third Sunday in Advent

151219

When the followers of John the Baptist came to

Jesus and asked if he was really God’s Anointed

One, he gave them a very concrete answer.

“Go, tell John what you see and hear: those 

who are suffering from lameness, blindness,

deafness, etc. are healed. Tell him also that

those who are poor are hearing good news.” 

In effect, people who were marginal in society

were to be treated with respect and

compassion; in fact, they were at the very 

heart of Jesus’ mission.

According to Jesus there is no good news 

(or Gospel) if the grace of God does not affect

the lives of those most in need. In saying this

Jesus realized that he was being radical because

he added, “Blessed are those who do not take

offence (literally, are not scandalized) because

of what I have said.” 
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