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National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls

In June 2019, the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls released its final report, Reclaiming Power and Place containing 231 recommendations, called “Calls for Justice.” The report documents the systemic callousness and racism that have led to Indigenous women and girls being targeted for violence, why this situation has been allowed to continue, and what can be done to stop it. The findings of the Inquiry have been accepted by the Government of Canada, and by the church (A&P 2021 p. 38). The Calls for Justice provide guidance for governments, and all Canadians, to work to end the crisis.

The church is committed, with God’s guidance, to seek healing and wholeness with Indigenous peoples in ways that uphold the United Nation’s Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and which put into meaningful action the church’s rejection of the Doctrine of Discovery (A&P 2019, pp. 35, 368-377). This letter, written in December 2021, witnesses to the lived experiences of targeted violence that Indigenous women and girls face in Canada, and asks the government for information about how it will respond to the Inquiries’ Calls for Justice.
Read the original letter:

https://presbyterian.ca/downloads/85979/ 

Write your own letter:
https://presbyterian.ca/downloads/86334/ 
Promote in your church
Racism in Canada has targeted Indigenous women and girls and all too often ended in violence. This must stop. Learn, pray and act for justice.
Prayer
Creator God,
You called us to love our neighbour as ourselves
but collectively we have not, and individually we often fall short.
We say we all reflect your image
but when we act, our actions do not match our words.
For those of us living with pain or grief caused by racism and colonialism,
we pray that you send your Spirit to healing and strengthen.
For those of us living with privilege and wondering what to do,
we pray that your Spirit give wisdom and strength to work for the end of systems that oppress.
As Christ came to set captives free,
free us all from those ways of thinking, speaking and acting
that belittle or harm your beloved people
and show us again how to live in your love.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

Learn More
· Final Report – National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls: https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/ 
· The PCC’s Social Action Hub – Indigenous Rights: https://presbyterian.ca/justice/social-action/indigenous-justice/ 
· The PCC’s study guide “Why work to decolonize”: https://presbyterian.ca/downloads/73630/ 
· The PCC and the Doctrine of Discovery: https://presbyterian.ca/justice/doctrine-of-discovery/ 
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