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................ Friday, June 5, 2015

Opening Worship – Thursday, June 4
On June 4, 2015, the 141st General Assembly of The
Presbyterian Church in Canada began with worship at
Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church. The theme of this year’s
gathering is “Imagining the Kingdom … the
Kingdom of God is like…” and is being
hosted by the Presbytery of
Westminster.
Elder Henry Charles of the
Musqueum First Nations
(People of the River Grass)
welcomed the Assembly to
the traditional territory on
which the Assembly had
gathered. Outgoing moderator,
the Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris,
delivered a sermon, “But we do
see Jesus.” He shared that
Christians are a minority in British
Columbia. “We are ‘spiritual’ but not religious,”
he said. But he pointed to our need to proclaim Jesus.
“The church that doesn’t speak about Jesus is like a card
player who doesn’t remember to play the ace.”
The Rev. Karen Horst, in accepting her election and
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installation as moderator, thanked the many
people who have supported her, beginning with her
home congregation in Orillia, Ontario. She then led the
Assembly in prayer.
General Assembly continued Friday, June 5 on the campus of
the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, with morning
worship led by a team from Vancouver Korean Presbyterian
Church. The Rev. Cheol Soon Park gave the sermon.
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Panel Presentations
Panel presentations provided an opportunity for
commissioners to hear short overviews from different
committees and national office departments. This new
format allowed commissioners to ask questions and to
clarify their understanding of the reports and overtures that
would later come before the Assembly. The panels included
the Life and Mission Agency, Assembly Council, Committee
on History, International Affairs Committee and the Pension
and Benefits Board.

Life and Mission Agency
Wendy Paterson, Convener of the Life and Mission Agency,
opened the report with a short uplifting video, “One
Mission, Two Funds,” highlighting the work of
Presbyterians Sharing and Presbyterian World Service &
Development (PWS&D). (It is available at
http://presbyterian.ca/sharing.)
The Rev. Lara Scholey, Convener of the PWS&D
Committee, spoke of PWS&D’s “work with partners to help
the most vulnerable.” She acknowledged the recent
generosity of Canadian Presbyterians for helping bring in
over $480,000 in donation for emergency relief in Nepal.

A number of recommendations from the Justice
Ministries report were carried. They included a request to
have the moderator write to provinces recommending that
payday loan companies be required to publish annualized
interest rates as well as write to Credit Union Central of
Canada asking for information from its member credit
unions across Canada on the availability of small loan
services.
The Planned Giving report included a short video,
“Growing Generosity,” which introduces concepts of
planned giving and explains the benefits of fostering a
spirit of generosity. The Rev. Herb Gale recognized the
bequests we have been notified about in the past year.

Committee on Bills and Overtures
Amanda Currie, Convener, presented the recommendations
from the Committee on Bills and Overtures. Multiple
recommendations regarding sexuality were before the court
for referral and further study. A recommendation that gay
and lesbian ministry candidates and same-sex marriages be
referred to the Committee on Church Doctrine and Life and
Mission Agency (Justice Ministries) was carried, as well as
a recommendation affirming that the Statement on Human
Sexuality (1994) be referred.

Truth and Reconciliation
The Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris spoke to the Assembly about
the closing ceremonies of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission that took place in Ottawa and the national
church’s involvement in the healing and reconciliation
process. The period of residential schools “is not a good
chapter in the life of our country or our denomination,” he
said. “It is not a proud moment by any means.”
The journey toward healing has been difficult for the
church, however, it has been an opportunity to listen, learn
and grow. “It’s not just a question of looking back, painful
as that is. Shame is a good thing to face. But shame may
not be a good thing to carry forward. Can we move beyond
shame to a fairer and more just future?”
Since the PCC began its journey toward reconciliation
with Aboriginal peoples, there have been seven different
moderators. The PCC has been present at every TRC
national event and offered a statement of confession. Many
thanks were offered to the moderators who have taken part
and the staff who have worked so hard on this process.
Stephen Kendall, Principal Clerk, spoke of the need to
listen to survivors. “With that approach, the government
ended up listening, the churches ended up listening.”
From this, hope and healing have emerged.

“The point of hope that I carry now is contained in the
calls to action that have been given to the churches,” said
Stephen Kendall. “I hope that we will take them very
seriously.” Stephen Farris echoed this sentiment. “There
are recommendations from the commission and they have
been brought to our denomination,” he said. “They are to
be carried forward by our children and our children’s
children.”
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Introduction to the Facilitation re. Overtures
Regarding Sexuality
Given the 23 overtures on the subject of human sexuality,
the Committee on Church Doctrine and the Life and
Mission Agency (Justice Ministries) worked together to
determine how best to address these overtures. Assembly
agreed to the recommended process to move into a
committee of the whole for up to two sessions to discuss
the issues addressed in the referred and un-referred
overtures. This facilitated process will strive to create a
respectful place for listening and discerning our church’s
response. These sessions will not be live streamed and
commissioners were asked not to use social media during
the process.

Interfaith Visitor – Chandima Gangodawila
Chandima Gangodawila,
Theravada Buddhist
Chaplain at the
University of
British Columbia,
attended the
2015 General
Assembly
opening worship,
his first formal
Christian gathering.
Mr. Gangodawila
introduced
commissioners to the
Buddhist concept of karma,
which is Sanskrit for “action.”

View General Assembly minutes online at
presbyterian.ca/ga2015

Additional Notes
• Presbyterian College presented a minute of
appreciation for Dr. Shuling Chen, former College
Chaplain and Director of Educational Programmes,
who died on July 29, 2014, following a long battle
with cancer and for the Rev. Dr. Ian Victor, former
Acting Director of Pastoral Studies, who died
suddenly on Dec. 24, 2014.
• A minute of appreciation was presented for the Rev.
Dr. Stephen Farris, who served as Dean of St.
Andrew’s Hall and Professor of Homiletics since
2003, and who is now retiring.
• Vancouver School of Theology shared their new
vision: to educate and form thoughtful, engaged and
generous Christian leaders.
• On Nov. 5, 2014, Knox College held an anniversary
convocation, 170 years after the first classes were
held in 1844.
• The Life and Mission Agency read a minute of
appreciation for Kenneth Kim, former director of
PWS&D, who is now working for World Renew.
• The Maclean Estate Committee report on Crieff Hills
Community noted that it is currently celebrating its
40th anniversary. The committee promotes the idea
that “Crieff Hills is a new way of doing church.”
Crieff Hills’ 250-acre retreat and conference centre
provides space for spiritual renewal and leadership
development.
• Assembly passed the History Committee’s
recommendation that congregations be encouraged
to celebrate Heritage Sunday as a means of
celebrating the unique faith journey and heritage we
enjoy as Presbyterians. The recommended Sunday is
February 21, 2016.

Great energy and goodwill
feeling in the room. Pray for
the Holy Spirit to guide all
proceedings. #pccga2015
— David Moody

Additional Notes
• The Assembly recognized the 2015 winner of the
history prize: The Congregational Category – A
Journey to the Western Sea 100 years of the British
Columbia Synodical of the Women’s Missionary
Society 1914–2014.
• A special committee will be established to prepare a
statement regarding end of life issues.
• An overture asked that the General Assembly look
into the effects of the Supreme Court decision
related to public prayer, and to enter into
conversation with religious leaders of other religious
traditions who share our belief that public prayer
adds to civil society and the wellbeing of
communities. The motion was carried.

Pension and Benefits Board
Thomas Fischer, Convener, gave the Pension and Benefits
Board report. A special committee to address the ongoing
pension solvency funding was established. Their
recommendation to equalize pensions generated a great
deal of discussion. Some commissioners felt they should
have been consulted in advance and some expressed
concern that their pension would be negatively affected.
Others felt the change would level the playing field in
pension payments and accruals. The Young Adult
Representatives gave an advisory vote that was split, and
the motion was carried with a 129–79 vote.

History Committee
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Marilyn Repchuck, Convener, presented the History
Committee report. A recommendation to designate 5%
from closing congregations to the museum for the ongoing
work of preserving the memory of such congregations
generated significant discussion. Commissioners who spoke
against the motion acknowledged the value of our history,
but felt this wasn’t the right approach. The motion was
defeated.
The committee acknowledged PCC retirees by showing a
list of all clergy and church workers who retired in 2014.
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........... Saturday, June 6, 2015

The 141st General Assembly continued on Saturday
morning with worship led by a musical team of young adult
representatives and youth from camps. The Rev. Rebecca
Simpson from St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Mission,
BC, and Camp Douglas Director, gave the sermon.

E.H. Johnson Award
The Canadian Council for Refugees was
the recipient of this year’s E.H.
Johnson Award. Loly Rico, President,
and Janet Dench, Executive Director,
spoke to the commissioners gathered
for the E.H. Johnson Award Luncheon
about the protection of refugees and
other vulnerable migrants.
“We are currently living in very
difficult times for refugees and immigrants
in Canada,” said Loly who, along with her
family, came to Canada from El Salvador as a refugee
over 25 years ago. “Just a week ago the government
implemented changes to the Citizenship Act that make it
easier to lose citizenship. So now, even when we finally
manage to become citizens, we get the message that our
status here is insecure… No matter what status you have, if
you are not born in Canada you are considered the ‘other.’”
“As Canadians, we are lucky to have strong traditions of
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welcoming newcomers,” said Janet.
“Most people who came were
encouraged to stay and become citizens.
But in the past few years, we have seen a
rise in precarious status, with ‘temporary’
replacing ‘permanent.’”
The speakers talked of the struggles for
family reunification, discrimination of Muslim
refugees, barriers faced by Syrian refugees and difficulties
in resettlement and lack of access to protection and
healthcare. Janet challenged churches not to step back
from their leadership role, “We believe that faith leaders
have a particular responsibility to take strong action to
speak out and to create a welcoming spirit for all, including
Muslims,” she said.

facebook.com/pcconnect
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Panel Presentations Continued
The panel discussions continued with presentations from
the Church Doctrine Committee, Clerks of Assembly,
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee, and the
Special Committee re. the Optional Elimination of Synods.

Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
Committee
Carol Wood gave the report of the committee and presented
a recommendation that the committee’s terms of reference
be changed to integrate wording from the mandate
approved by the General Assembly in 2007. After
significant discussion the following was added to the terms
of reference: “to encourage Presbyterians to acknowledge,
understand and appreciate the strengths of other faith
traditions, and to help Presbyterians to live in good
relationship with persons who belong to other religions.”

Ecumenical Visitor – Dr. George
Sabra
The Rev. Dr. Glynis Williams,
Associate Secretary for
International Ministries,
presented Dr. George Sabra,
Professor of Systematic
Theology and President of the
Near East School of Theology
(NEST) in Beirut, Lebanon.
Dr. Sabra appreciated the
long history between the PCC and
NEST, particularly needed in light of

today’s challenges. “The
Middle East is being
emptied of Christian
presence,” he said.
“The Christians in
that region of the
world, which
gave the world
the Bible, in
which Christ was
born and lived,
died and rose again
are in danger of
becoming extinct… what
is at stake is not just the fate
of human beings, not just religious tolerance, not just
human rights, but a witness to the truth.”
Dr. Sabra appealed to General Assembly to “stay related
to us; stay aware of what is happening to us; encourage us
and support us morally, spiritually and materially; and
above all, keep us in your prayers to God almighty.”

Ecumenical Visitor – Rev. Fr. Keghart
Garathedian
Archpriest Rev. Father Keghart Garabedian,
pastor of St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church
of Vancouver, BC, painted the reality of present
day Armenia. For over 4000 years, Armenia has
been the crossroads of empire wars and
national occupations. Thousands of churches,
chapels, monasteries and monuments have been
obliterated. “We pray that God may give
endurance and help to all who are in pain, suffering
and experiencing injustice.”

Facilitation re. Overtures Regarding Human Sexuality
The Committee on Church Doctrine and the Life and
Mission Agency worked together on the process to address
the many overtures regarding human sexuality that are
before the court this year. It was agreed to move into a
committee of the whole to discuss these issues.
Commissioners broke into small table groups to create a
more intimate space for listening and sharing. A shell was
held by an individual at each table, allowing them the
opportunity to speak, and was passed around. It was
followed by periods of silence and prayer. Commissioners
were asked to practice open listening and to keep what was
said in confidence. “What happens at the tables, stays at
the tables,” Karen explained.
Commissioners were to consider four questions:

1. When you consider the issues around human
sexuality and sexual orientation in the PCC, what do you
most hope for?
2. When you consider the issues around human
sexuality and sexual orientation in the PCC, what are your
greatest fears?
3. What, for you, are the greatest issues/concerns
around human sexuality and sexual orientation? How have
these issues impacted or affected your own life and
relationships, or conversations you have had? What feelings
do you have about these impacts?
4. What qualities and values of the gospel should we
try to express in considering the issues of human sexuality
and sexual orientation in the PCC?

Ecumenical Visitor – Rev. Patrick Thegu
Mutahi
The Rev. Mutahi is Deputy Secretary General, Presbyterian
Church of East Africa (PCEA). He expressed gratitude for
the long-term partnership between the PCC and PCEA, and
for years of work with Rick Allen in community health in
demystifying HIV and AIDS.
“We still believe there is much to be done and we look
forward to our partnership with the PCC in the days ahead,”
he said. “We need your prayers; we need your support. We
look forward to many more opportunities for partnering in
the future.”

Assembly Council
Heather Crisp, Convener, presented the report. The
resignation of Stephen Roche as Chief Financial Officer
and Treasurer, effective January 31, 2017, was accepted
with thanks. Assembly Council will seek nominations with a
view to proposing a replacement at the 2016 General
Assembly.
An additional motion was made that the Assembly
Council develop a plan to implement the recommendations
of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission throughout the
PCC and to report to the 142nd General Assembly on the
progress made. The YARs supported the motion and the
recommendation carried.
The General Assembly debated the guarantee of stipend
terms. An overture drew attention to the fact that when a
minister is called to a pastoral charge, sometimes their
stipend and allowance, which may be above minimum, is
not adjusted over time, and while it may remain above
minimum, its purchasing power is eroded. An additional
motion was made to send A-29, an appendix in the Book of
Forms regarding the guarantee of stipend terms, to
presbyteries and sessions for study and report. It was
recommended to add the phrase “and agree to adjust the
stipend and allowances annually in view of any changes in
the cost of living and the needs of our minister.” The
motion carried.
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Additional Notes
• The Presbytery of East Toronto will host the 2016
General Assembly.
• The Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee
expressed appreciation to the churches, presbyteries
and committees that studied and responded to The
Church: Towards a Common Vision and Together
Towards Life: Mission and Evangelism in Changing
Landscapes. These documents be recommended for
ongoing study and use.
• The International Affairs Committee
recommendation that the moderator and members
of the church write to the Government of Canada
urging that the number of government-sponsored
refugees be increased to, at a minimum, match the
number of privately sponsored refugees was passed.
The YARs gave an advisory vote in favour of this
motion.
• Members for the Special Committee on End of Life
Issues were approved and will include Rev. Douglas
Kendall (Ottawa, ON), the Rev. Jennifer Cameron
(Kingston, ON), and Pamela Stewart (PEI).
• The Rev. Tony Plomp, a long-serving Deputy Clerk,
addressed the Assembly by a pre-taped message.
Diagnosed with stage 4 cancer, he thanked everyone
for the many prayers. “I face the future with both
curiosity and confidence,” he said. “ I do not enter
the mystery alone but with all who have loved and
served the Lord in their time and generation.” The
moderator thanked for Tony for his leadership and
prayed that he would know the fellowship of this
community.
• A recommendation passed that the moderator extend
greetings of the 2015 General Assembly to the United
Church of Canada on the occasion of their 90th
anniversary. Commissioners recorded a short video
to convey their congratulations.

Humbled and honoured to
hear Dr. George Sabra
witness to truth. #ga141
— Blair Bertrand

Heritage Green Church Re-Plant – Rev. David
Moody
Heritage Green Community Church (found online at
http://www.heritagegreen.cc) is located in Stoney Creek,
Ontario. The Rev. David Moody is part of a team bringing
new life to a church that was struggling to survive despite a
thriving community around it. An ambitious vision was
brought forward for a dynamic family-focused ministry that
required significant change and upheaval in order to bring
new life. From having only 12–15 people worshipping in
2013, just one year later the
church has 60–70
people on a typical
Sunday morning,
one-third of
which are
children, and
20–25 of those
participants
were previously
un-churched,
some had never
attended church
before.
“We couldn’t have
done this without the
partnership of the presbytery and Canadian Ministries.
Without that support, it couldn’t have happened.”

Special Committee on the Optional
Elimination of Synods
George Malcolm, Convener, gave the committee’s report. A
recommendation was made that the optional dissolution of
synods be permitted subject to approval of needed
legislative changes to the Book of Forms. The YARs voted
against the recommendation but the motion was carried. As
required by the Barrier Act, the proposed changes to the
Book of Forms will be voted on by presbyteries (approve or
disapprove) and the final decision will be made at the
2016 General Assembly.
Its work now finished, the special committee was
dissolved with thanks.

Additional Notes
• The Committee on Church Doctrine passed a
recommendation that sessions, presbyteries and
other interested groups study the document Living in
God’s Mission Today and report comments to the
committee through the Clerks of Assembly by May
31, 2016, and that the results of these comments be
reported to the General Assembly in 2017.
• A recommendation passed that the Rev. Ian A.R.
McDonald be appointed General Secretary of the Life
and Mission Agency effective Sept 1, 2015.
• A minute of appreciation was held for Dr. Richard
Allen, PCC mission staff, who has served 35 years
overseas with the PCC. He has been serving as
Community Health Advisor to the Presbyterian
Church of East Africa (PCEA) based in Kikuyu, Kenya.
“I wish to thank the church, both here in Canada and
overseas, for this great opportunity to serve in
Christian ministry,” Rick said.

Canada Youth
Jo Morris shared the
significant impact of
Canada Youth, the
PCC's biennial youth
event. Worship and
music reflect the
creativity, authentic,
vibrant and true nature
of this life-changing
experience for youth. Jo
invited past planning
committee members, curriculum
developers, entertainers, workshop leaders, adult advisors,
youth leaders, preachers, parents, participants and people
who have seen the impact of CY on youth to stand. It was
an emotional moment as more and more people stood in
the Assembly room. “You, the CY champions, know the
deep impact of the potential and promise of CY Ministry,”
said Jo. The next CY will take place July 5–10, 2016.
View General Assembly minutes online at
presbyterian.ca/ga2015
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The 141st General Assembly continued on Sunday morning
with worship by A Balm in Gilead Band from Victoria, BC,
led by Steve Sturgess of Knox, Victoria. The Rev. Dr.
Patricia Dutcher-Walls, from Vancouver School of Theology,
reflected the question Israel faced when they returned from
exile, “How then shall we live?”
On Monday, the Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart, from Vancouver
School of Theology, helped lead worship with
representatives from the worship band from Coquitlam
Presbyterian Church. The Rev. Martin Baxter, minister at
St. Andrew’s and St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church in
North Vancouver, shared a sermon looking at, “Where we go
from here?”
On Sunday, worship continued as commissioners
gathered in prayer circles as a way of continuing to listen to
and discern with one another. One-sentence prayers
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summarizing the
conversations were
posted around the
room and then the
tables wrote
prayers to be
shared with the
Assembly. The
prayers were
gathered and the
Assembly prayed
collectively for more than
25 minutes.
The morning session closed with a
benediction.
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Committee to Nominate Standing Committees

Student Representatives

The Committee to Nominate Standing Committees
presented the slate of nominations. Two replacement
names were brought forward. These were initially approved,
however, after a number of dissents were recorded, a
motion to reconsider that decision was adopted. That
finally resulted in one name being replaced and the slate
approved. An additional motion on Monday encouraged the
Committee on Church Doctrine to add the name of the Rev.
Dr. Jinsook Khang, a voice from the Han-Ca presbyteries, at
the first available opportunity. This motion was approved
and the convenor of the committee said they would also
consider drawing upon her skills and knowledge as the
opportunity arises.

Student representatives
Janet Taylor,
Vancouver School of
Theology, Corrie
Stewart, Knox
College, and
David
Sturtevant,
Presbyterian
College, each
addressed the
Assembly on their
experience in
Vancouver.
“In our many discussions,
there have been expressions of
concern and fear—both for moving away from our
traditional understanding and of not changing,” said Corrie.
“I have experienced these in an atmosphere of love,
respect and peace. It is my hope and prayer that our
discussions continue as we imagine the Kingdom of God
and how God would have us live together.”

Young Adult Representatives Presentation
The YARs gave a presentation that had commissioners
laughing and smiling. They presented a skit to music
(including a ukulele) that included plenty of humour,
poking fun at the proceedings of Assembly and
demonstrating some YAR conversation on Facebook. A
short video highlighted some of the messages the YARs
wanted commissioners to hear from them. Commissioners
were encouraged to go back to their churches and
encourage the youth to get more involved.
“We appreciate the opportunity to express our opinions
in such a formal setting,” said one YAR.
“The Presbyterian Church in Canada is definitely a
team,” said Daniel MacLeod. “It’s really cool that we can
make decisions together as a church.”
From the YARs, a final message: “You’ve been advised.
Keep listening.”

Facilitation re Overtures Regarding Human Sexuality
The Assembly continued to plan the way to respond to
the overtures regarding human sexuality by
discussing recommendations on the process to
follow this Assembly. It was agreed that the
Committee on Church Doctrine and the Life
and Mission Agency (Justice Ministries)
would confer together as each works on
responding to the overtures and that the
notes of the conversations that occurred
during the facilitated process at Assembly be
submitted to them as they prepare their
responses.
Congregations, sessions, presbyteries, synods
and standing committees were encouraged to engage

in a year of prayerful conversation, discernment
and Bible study on the topics of human
sexuality, sexual orientation and other
related matters raised in the
overtures. A joint study guide on
these topics will be posted on the
church’s website by the end of
October, 2015, and
congregations, sessions,
presbyteries and synods are
invited to share the results of their
conversations with the committees
prior to March 31, 2015.

Additional Notes
• A minute of appreciation was for the Rev. Dr. Richard
Fee was presented, expressing deep thanks and
appreciation for the 39 years of service to the PCC.
Rick reminded the Assembly that national office
staff is there to serve the church. “I love my work,
and I love this church. And above all, with you, I love
Jesus Christ.”
• A commissioner’s additional motion was passed that
urges individuals, congregations and presbyteries to
respond to the pressing need of Syrian refugees
through sponsorship.
• Commissioners were encouraged to view the
resources available on the national church website
with regard to the discussion on human sexuality.
(http://presbyterian.ca/sexuality)

Life and Mission Agency: Ministry and
Church Vocations
The Assembly considered the response to an overture that
asked whether it is time to include community college
diplomas as a prerequisite for theological education in the
PCC. The response explained that educational requirements
are the result of accreditation standards, leaving the PCC
unable to make a unilateral change. The Assembly
accepted the response.
A recommendation on transition allowances in certain
circumstances for assistant and stated supply ministers
was passed. Responses to overtures regarding long-term
vacancies and interim
moderators and ministry
contract templates
were also approved.
A motion to
provide a
transition
allowance when
the terms of a
minister’s call
are changed in
such a way that
the percentage of
the minister’s service
is reduced was defeated.

Special Committee Re. Overture Regarding
End of Life Issues
“It has been 18 years since the church’s latest statement
on euthanasia and physician-assisted death,” explained
committee member Pamela Stewart. “Our world has
continued to change on this issue. This is a challenging
issue, as many who have sat at the bedside of a loved one
and watched their quality of life slip away well know.”
A summary of the church’s historical statements and
position on euthanasia and physician-assisted death was
adopted. The committee passed a recommendation that the
Committee on Church Doctrine undertake a study of the
issue of physician-assisted death and report to a future
assembly.
The moderator was directed to write a letter of pastoral
concern regarding the complexity of end-of-life issues.

Courtesies and Loyal Addresses
Gratitude was expressed to all those who helped with
General Assembly 2015, including the many staff,
volunteers, local hosts, organizers, resource people and
commissioners. Courtesies were sent to Her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth II, the Right Honourable David Johnston,
Governor General of Canada, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper, the Honourable Christy Clarke, Premier of BC, and
Mr. Henry Charles of the Musqueam First Nation.
Terrie-Lee Hamilton, Senior Administrator with the
General Assembly Office, was thanked for 25 years of
organizing and preparing General Assemblies.
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