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Welcome to General
Assembly

From Friday, June 3 to Monday, June 6
over 350 Presbyterians from across
Canada – commissioners, resource
people and guests – gathered together
at Toronto’s York University for the PCC’s
142nd General Assembly. They
respectfully discussed, debated and
voted on matters affecting the
denomination, including church doctrine
and polity, mission and ministry, pension and
benefits, human sexuality, healing and
reconciliation and the budget.
The outgoing Moderator, the Rev. Karen Horst,
installed the Rev. Douglas Rollwage as Moderator of the
Assembly. Commissioners worshipped together as
presbyterian.ca/ga2016

brothers and sisters in Christ
around the theme “Stewards
of the Mysteries of God”,
praying, singing,
celebrating communion,
reaffirming their faith
through baptism and
turning to God in the
midst of church
business. They
welcomed ecumenical
and interfaith guest
speakers, met national
staff and committee
members, shared meals
together, made and renewed
friendships, and enjoyed the hospitality
of East Toronto Presbytery.
facebook.com/pcconnect
twitter.com/pcconnect, #pccga2016

Theological Colleges

The three colleges spoke of their work and
highlighted new initiatives. Presbyterian College has
developed a mentoring program, and General Assembly
concurred with the new Memorandum of Understanding
between McGill and the Montreal School of Theology.
Knox College has introduced a new
Master of Pastoral Studies
program focusing on
spiritual care and
psychotherapy, preaching
and worship and social
service ministry.
Vancouver School of
Theology introduced the
work of the Centre for
Missional Leadership.
Peter Ross, Convener of
the Knox College Board
announced Dorcas Gordon’s
intention to retire as Principal of
Knox College in June 2017. She has
served as Knox faculty for 24 years, 18 as Principal.
Peter asked that Presbyterians keep Knox College in its
prayers as it commences a leadership search.

International Affairs
Committee

Assembly recommended writing to government and
church partners on the treatment of minority and
Indigenous peoples who experience discrimination. The
Moderator will write to the Minister of International
Development encouraging the Government of Canada to
ensure their overseas development assistance policies
are consistent with the values and objectives of the
Sustainable Development Goals. The Moderator will
also write to the government asking how they will ensure
that the sale of military equipment to Saudi Arabia will
not be used against civilians. The church will write to
partners in Guatemala regarding concerns over
Goldcorp’s Marlin mine in Guatemala, following up on
ongoing dialogue with Goldcorp.

Clerks of Assembly

Assembly adopted a Declaratory Act affirming last
year’s decision permitting ministers belonging to
congregations of The World Communion of Reformed
Churches to preside at the Lord’s Table in Presbyterian
congregations.
Assembly affirmed that PCC polity does not include
any provision for a congregation to leave the
denomination while retaining its property and other
assets.

If the PCC might sing our
debates, there’s hope for
harmony #halleljuah
#pccga2016 — Phil Reinders

Moderatorial Year

As the Rev. Karen Horst reflected on her year
as moderator, she spoke of exploring gender
justice issues with reformed churches. She met
with survivors and visited the sites of Birtle and
Cecilia Jeffrey residential schools. Even amidst
signs of decline across the church, she experienced
hospitality, saw signs of hope and faithfulness, and
celebrated new and creative ministries. She offered
words of encouragement and advice to the new
moderator.

“Sing uncomfortably loud!
Sing like the angels
descending from
the heavens!”
— The Rev. Hugh
Donnelly,
Guildwood PC,
Toronto

Ecumenical and
Interfaith Guests

Assembly guests included E.H. Johnson award
recipient Dr. Bernard Sabella, Executive Secretary of the
Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees; Dr.
Gerald Filson, Director of Public Affairs, Baha’i
Community of Canada; Canon Dr. Alyson Barnett-Cowan,
president of the Canadian Council of Churches; the
Right Rev. Bela Kato, Bishop, and the Rev. Tibor Kiss,
Counselor, Department of International Relations, the
Transylvania District of the Reformed Church in
Romania.

“Consort with the followers of all religions with
the spirit of friendliness and fellowship.”
— Dr. Gerald Filson, Baha’i Community of Canada

E.H. Johnson Award

Dr. Bernard Sabella, Executive Secretary of
the Department of Service to Palestinian
Refugees (DSPR), was the 2016 recipient of
The Dr. E.H. Johnson Memorial Award for The
Cutting Edge of Mission. Dr. Sabella spoke of
the work of DSPR—which receives support
from PWS&D and Presbyterians Sharing—
providing health care and vocational training
to people in Gaza, education to Palestinian and
Syrian refugees in Lebanon, and youth leadership
in Galilee. DSPR also reaches out to Jewish groups
working for equal rights for all citizens.
Both a Palestinian and a Christian, Dr. Sabella called
for the resolution of conflict based on Christian values
and challenged the church to consider how economic
advocacy can foster peace with justice.

“As hundreds and thousands of refugees
drown, I need, together with you, to ask: are we
all doing enough?”
— Dr. Bernard Sabella

Thank you!

• A minute of appreciation was given for the
Rev. Dr. Herb Gale who retired after
faithfully serving Christ and the PCC for 31
years through congregational ministry and
as the Associate Secretary of Planned
Giving.

• The Rev. Glynis Williams shared a minute of
appreciation for Denise van Wissen, a
nutritionist who served with the PCC for 23
years in Nicaragua and Guatemala.
Assembly also thanked Brian Johnston for
20 years of service as a choir director and
English teacher in Romania. Both Denise
and Brian will complete their assignments
with the PCC in 2016.

• Through a formal recommendation and a
standing ovation, Assembly expressed
thanks to the Rev. Dr. Tony Plomp for his 29
years of service as deputy clerk, the longest
serving clerk of the General Assembly in
the history of the PCC.
•

A minute of
appreciation was
expressed for Stephen
Roche, Chief Financial
Officer and Treasurer of
the PCC, as he prepares
to retire July 31.

•Elizabeth Bartlett was
thanked for her 16 years of
faithful and dedicated service in
the General Assembly Office. Elizabeth will
retire at the end of July, 2016.

• David Phillips, Convenor of the Maclean
Estate Committee, expressed thanks to
Presbyterians for their support of Crieff
Hills, particularly for their recent capital
campaign.

History Committee

The History Committee awarded history prizes for:
Still Voices – Still Heard a
biographical history of
150 years of
Presbyterian College;
Sunsets and Gentle
Breezes, Margaret
Jean Taylor’s
memoir; and
Congregational
History of Haney
Church, Maple
Ridge, BC.

PWS&D

The Rev. Lara Scholey
highlighted Presbyterian World Service and
Development’s work. She noted that $110,000 has
been raised in response to the fire in Fort McMurray.
Assembly commended individuals, congregations and
presbyteries for their faithful and generous support of
refugee and humanitarian crises, and long-term
community development work. Assembly encouraged
ongoing support of PWS&D over and above
Presbyterians Sharing allocations.

Pension and Benefits
Board

Assembly approved several amendments to the
constitution of the pension plan. In response to a 2015
overture asking that the board consider permitting
church workers with access to other coverage to opt out
of the Health and Dental Plan, while permitting access
to the plan by other eligible staff, Assembly voted to
maintain the current policy, which requires that all nonclergy employees within a congregation participate in
the plan.

Bills and Overtures

An overture that wished to declare overtures related
to same sex marriage out of order was not adopted.
Assembly referred an overture on developing a
Reformed confessional hermeneutic to the Committee
on Church Doctrine.
An overture asking that Church Doctrine discuss
Indigenous Spirituality and put the Native Ministries
endowment fund on hold was not received.

Assembly Council

Mr. Oliver Ng, former Director of Finance for Scott
Mission has been appointed as the new CFO and
Treasurer.
The strategic plan was passed, adding goals,
objectives and methods to the previously approved
mission and vision. “It will be a living document...
improved over time with feedback. Congregations,
standing committees, college boards and agencies are
encouraged to implement the plan and report back to
future assemblies.
Assembly approved a reduction in the size of
Assembly Council, allowing current members to
complete their terms. General Assemblies will now be
normally held within the geographic region of Hamilton,
the greater Toronto area and Waterloo and will continue
to meet in the east or west every five years.
A motion from the floor to move to biannual
Assemblies, starting in 2017, was defeated and the
process for appointing Associate Secretaries will remain
the same.

Fort McMurray

The Rev. Lisa Aide, former minister at Faith
Presbyterian Church in Fort McMurray, expressed
heartfelt thanks to The Presbyterian Church in Canada
for their prayers and support over the past few difficult
weeks. She reported that the manse and the school
where the congregation worships survived the fire, but
four families in the congregation lost everything.
Presbyterians are asked to continue praying for the
people of Fort McMurray and for the congregation as
they search for a new minister and rebuild.

Atlantic Mission Society

The AMS report highlighted the Presbyterian
Message, Discovery Days and the Society’s support of
international projects, Atlantic camps and student
ministry bursaries. Declining revenue has lowered AMS
contributions to the national church by 10%, but they
continue to give faithfully.

