
God of Hope, 
you hold our days and your world in your hands, and 
you embrace us in your everlasting arms.
Keep us alert so that we might see you breaking into 
your world in ways that are surprising and 
transformative:
 amid fatigue and despair, nurture hope;
 amid violence and anxiety, bring peace;
 amid loss and cynicism, give us joy;
 amid fear and indifference, free us to love.
And prepare us to again celebrate your son’s birth.
Amen.
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Jesus, who comes among us as the Prince of Peace,
transform us to be people of truth, justice and love.

Open our minds and those in power
that we may lead with care and love
to break down the barriers that divide us,
to strengthen the bonds of love among us.
Amen.
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Prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate joyfully 
the birth of Christ in the world. 
Let the promise of your coming to us again inspire 
us to live our lives with hope and purpose and a 
desire to respond to your call.
Amen.
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In Christ, you crossed the border.
You put on frail flesh,
were born and lived your life 
always on the move in a dangerous world.  
From your first night you slept in a bed and
a place that was not your own.
You and your family fled terror and found refuge in foreign lands.
You were always the guest in the homes and tables of strangers.
You were not always sure of your next meal.

We remember before you
those who lives are more like yours 
than we can imagine or care to acknowledge:
those who are without homes,
who have been uprooted from their communities and countries,  
who have had to flee for their lives,
who have left families and friends,
who live precarious lives.

Loving God, when Abraham’s family wandered in a strange land,
when Naomi and her family sojourned to a new place, 
when the Hebrew people fled into the wilderness,
when the Israelites lived in exile,
you spoke words of comfort and made promises of hope.
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We pray for your protection and care for those who suffer and 
must take refuge because of war, politics, natural disaster, status, 
race, gender, sexuality, and faith.

Open our hearts and our doors to the stranger, 
and all that are dear to you,
to your presence that we may encounter in the foreigner, 
and strengthen us to witness to the love of God for all people.
Amen.



Most of us know the story well; in fact, many of us can repeat it from 
memory. We have heard it told and interpreted in innumerable 
Christmas pageants. It is so familiar that we often lose touch with 
what lies behind the words.
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And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. (Luke 2:7)

In this version of the story of Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph have 
been forced to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem in response to 
an imperial decree to be registered. No exceptions for the fact that 
Mary was well on in her pregnancy. No thought given to 
accommodation given that so many people would be descending 
on the “little town of Bethlehem.” This was a decree of the Roman 
Empire and no one was exempt or given special consideration. 

The holy family ended up homeless, having to find shelter wherever 
they could and having to be grateful to bed down in a barn. 
Absolutely not ideal conditions in which to give birth, despite all our 
romanticizing about the “lowing cattle” and an animal feeding 
trough serving as a crib. They were more like our neighbours who 
live on the street than most of us who gather to celebrate the birth 
of the Christ child in our churches.

In this Christmas season, let us give thought to all those who, like 
the holy family, lack basic shelter and sanitation in our country and 
throughout the world. Let us also hear their stories and seek to 
challenge those decrees that lead to poverty and homelessness. 

—The Rev. Dr. Robert Faris,
Moderator of the 2022 General Assembly



When all the carols have all been sung,
the candles extinguished, 
the decorations taken down,
then it will be time for the work of Christmas to begin:
   to share the Good News,
   to welcome the stranger,
   to feed the hungry,
   to name injustice 
   to work for peace,
   to care for God’s creation.
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—A variation on Howard Thurman’s “When the Song of the Angels is Stilled”
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Kenora Fellowship Centre is one of nine ministries with 
Indigenous people in The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

Known in the community as “Anamiewigummig,” meaning 
House of Prayer in the Ojibway language, the drop-in centre 
offers essential services such as food, shelter, showers, clothing, 
laundry and transportation, in addition to offering skills training 
courses and health and wellness programs. Even more, the 
centre offers a place of hope, encouragement and safety for 
those who come through its doors, many of whom are 
displaced, living in poverty or struggling with addiction and 
mental health issues. 

Please pray that this ministry will continue to be a light in the 
community and a safe space where people can find the healing 
love of Christ.
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A Light in the Community



The “Lamb of God” image comes from the ancient sacrificial system 
described in the Hebrew scriptures. It points to Jesus as the one 
whose life of self-giving sacrificial love would mean forgiveness and 
new life for all humanity. To follow the Lamb would be to follow the 
way of sacrificial self-giving love.  

Did those first disciples really understand what they were getting into, 
or what they were signing up for, when they decided to follow the 
Lamb that day? I wonder if we understand, as well.  

It’s no accident this Sunday’s scripture reading about Jesus’ call to 
follow him in discipleship comes right after last Sunday’s reading 
about baptism. Baptism is the first step in God’s call to follow Christ. 
We learn what it means to be a people who reflect Christ’s self-giving 
love in the muck and mire of everyday living. How do we show 
self-giving love to the inconsiderate person? Or to anyone, friend or 
stranger, on those days when we’re feeling tired and irritable, and 
patience is in short supply? This is the proving ground of our faith, the 
crucible in which the quality of our discipleship is tested. Not in the 
great things, but in the little things. In these moments, more than 
anywhere else, we discover if we are truly following the Lamb.  
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The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and 
as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of 
God!” the two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
(John 1:35–37)

—The Rev. Tim Purvis, Ministry and Church Vocations



St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Kimberley, B.C., is ready to make 
a bold decision for future ministry with full trust in the Lord’s 
guidance.

Like many communities across Canada, the village of Kimberley has 
seen many changes over the past century. Located in B.C.’s beautiful 
interior, the town has shifted from a mining community to a sports 
haven for young families. These changes have impacted the 
congregation of St. Andrew’s, who are close to celebrating 100 years
of faithful ministry. The congregation is turning in faith to God,
asking what is next.

With the help of the New Beginnings Renewal Program offered 
through The Presbyterian Church in Canada, the congregation 
is engaging in a prayerful discernment process to hear again 
where God is calling them in ministry. The congregation doesn’t yet 
know in which direction they will be called, but they are confident 
that whatever direction they move in, God will be with them lighting 
the way. 

220123 presbyterian.ca/worship

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is 
the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
(Psalm 27:1a)
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Andrew and Flora successfully grow rice, cassava, maize 
and groundnuts on their two acres of farmland in Malawi 
as a result of adopting conservation agriculture practices 
to help their farm flourish and better cope with droughts. 

Last year, Andrew and Flora attended Presbyterian World 
Service & Development-supported training to learn how 
to rotate crops and protect the soil. In addition to 
conservation agriculture workshops, they also attended 
gender training where they learned the importance of 
working together.

With these tools, Andrew and Flora now enjoy the 
rewards of conservation agriculture.

Equipping Farmers to Thrive



050223

Inspired by God’s promise of abundant life, Presbyterian World
Service & Development envisions a sustainable, compassionate 
and just world.

For over 75 years, The Presbyterian Church in Canada, through 
PWS&D, has demonstrated God’s love in some of the most 
marginalized corners of our global community. In partnership 
with local organizations, PWS&D responds to situations of 
poverty, hunger, injustice and disaster. PWS&D also supports 
congregations and groups as they welcome refugees and help 
them build new lives in Canada.

The faithful support of Presbyterians from across Canada has 
enabled life-saving food security, health, livelihood and human 
rights programs in countless countries since PWS&D began.
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Your congregation—whether five years old or 150 years old—has a 
historical faith story and heritage.
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Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him by glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen. (Ephesians 3:20–21) 

What is heritage? Heritage is an inheritance from the past, valued in 
the present and preserved for the future. Heritage can be both 
tangible and intangible. It can be seen in our traditions and 
principles. Our heritage is also evidenced in our church buildings, 
memorial sites, artefacts and archives.

How can we preserve, share and celebrate our church history? 
Congregations can gather their record books together, inventory 
them and arrange for copying Session minutes and church registers 
to microfilm or digital format (learn more at presbyterianarchives.ca). 
You can create a congregational history, display your photographs 
on a gallery wall, arrange for an old-style worship service, perform a 
historical skit or hold an anniversary dinner.

Reflecting on our church heritage gives us perspective on where we 
have been, where we are right now and helps guide us into the 
future. Christians learn from those who have gone before them in 
faith. In this way, we can see how God works in and through God’s 
people—for all generations.

Photo: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Ottawa, Ontario
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Without any doubt, the mystery of godliness is great:
    He was revealed in flesh,
    vindicated in spirit,
    seen by angels,
    proclaimed among Gentiles,
    believed in throughout the world,
    taken up in glory.

(1  Timothy 3:16)
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When Cristina Flete gave birth to her first baby, she wasn’t 
aware of how crucial exclusive breastfeeding and 
developmental activities could be to her child’s long-term 
health. When her second child was born, Cristina attended a 
workshop facilitated by Presbyterian World Service & 
Development’s (PWS&D) local partner in Nicaragua. 

With other mothers, Cristina learned the importance of 
breastmilk for a child’s developing brain and how to stimulate 
her child’s mind. Additionally, culinary classes empower 
parents with tools to help with their families’ overall health. 
With the church’s support, families are combating malnutrition 
and chronic illness, giving their babies the best chance for a 
future of good health.
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Knowledge Nourishes Babies and Families
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Greta and the Giants is an often-read book in my household. It is an 
allegory about Greta Thunberg, a climate activist, who speaks truth 
to power. In the book, Greta lives in a beautiful forest. One day, the 
forest animals seek Greta’s help to stop greedy giants (people, 
industry, governments) that are constantly consuming and destroying 
the forest. Together, children and animals protest by pointing out the 
harms the giants cause and then they work with them to change their 
actions.

The last time I read this book with my three-year old, he asked me, 
“Why are the giants so mean?” My heart broke a little. We had just 
talked about how this story is based on the actions of a real Greta, 
real giants and a real crisis.

Perhaps another way of understanding “mean” is that “giants” fail to 
see humankind in mutual relationship with creation. Too often, 
humankind sees itself as superior to, or disconnected from, the rest 
of creation. This leads to a sense of human entitlement to control, 
use and abuse creation.

To mark World Wildlife Day on March 3, we pray: 
 God, help us to resist actions that dominate creation and live 
 in ways that reflect mutual relationship for the well-being of 
 all your beloved creation.
 Amen.

—Katharine Sisk, Justice Ministries
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When we give to Presbyterians Sharing, we express our faith 
together through the words we use, the decisions we make 
and the actions we take as The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
Together, we are proclaiming God’s love, hope and grace in 
Canada and around the world. 

The vision of our shared ministry as a denomination is set at 
General Assembly. Together, we offer mission staff and grants 
to accompany international partners. In Canada, we provide 
grants to ministries, support new communities of faith, and 
equip synods and presbyteries with resources that help staff 
serve local needs. 

Our theological colleges and national programs prepare 
ministers, elders and lay leaders to serve the church. The 
Presbyterian Connection newspaper shares stories of hope. 
Volunteers, staff, committees and working groups develop 
educational resources, lead conferences and webinars, provide 
coaching and mentoring, share best practices, write letters to 
governments, reflect theologically and participate in ministry 
programs. Together, we are participating in God’s mission. 
 
When we put our gifts into God’s hands, God does remarkable 
things! 
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Preparing a Place of Welcome 
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Being forced to flee from one’s home and ending up in a 
foreign land is terrifying. There are often language, social and 
cultural barriers in the new place that make settling very 
difficult. 

Rani Ibrahim, the leader of the Newcomer Mission at 
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Peterborough, Ontario, sees it 
as his calling from God to make this transition easier for those 
in his community. He does this through social programming, 
accompaniment services and prayer gatherings. 

With support from Presbyterians Sharing, this mission has 
helped hundreds of people experience the love of God and 
provided people with a sense of belonging in Canada.
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Joshua Su, a lay missionary at the Taiwanese Robert Campbell 
Presbyterian Church in Montreal, Quebec, saw a need on 
Montreal’s south shore for Christian community and worship 
among Mandarin-speaking people. 

With the support of the congregation and Cyclical PCC, Joshua 
was able to start a network of small groups that meet in 
homes for fellowship, discussion and prayer. One of the goals 
of this new and growing worshipping community is to equip 
leaders to work alongside Joshua as they start new 
intergenerational discipleship groups. 

Following in the Apostle Paul’s footsteps, leaders within this 
ministry are hearing God’s call to share the gospel in the world.
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Hearing God’s Call
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Holy Week is filled with conflicts and contradictions. We begin the 
week waving psalms and singing “All glory, laud and honour to you, 
Redeemer King.” In only a few days, the week ends with the story of 
the trial and death of an innocent man. The hymn My Song is Love 
Unknown puts it well:
 Sometimes they strew his way, and his sweet praises sing,
 resounding all the day Hosannas to their king;
 then “Crucify” is all their breath and for his death
 they thirst and cry.

In the clash of these contradictions, we see vividly the kind of king 
we welcome with our palms. The sign of Jesus’ authority and glory 
do not consist of worldly ambition, pomp and power.

Rather, the signs of Christ’s glory and honour are found in the 
liberating truth of the Good News of the gospel he preached and of 
his body broken and his earthly life shortened and shared that we 
might have life and have it abundantly.

Photo: Crosses scratched on the walls of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem
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In Somalia, Hodan Hassan and her family struggled to cope 
with the effects of a severe drought that destroyed their crops 
and killed their livestock.  

As a result of not having enough food, Hodan’s 14-month-old 
child, Suheyb, became severely malnourished. When a 
community nutrition worker performed a home visit and
screened Suheyb and her siblings for malnutrition, it was 
confirmed that Suheyb’s life was in danger and that she 
needed immediate treatment. 

Two weeks after enrolling in an outpatient program that 
provided therapeutic nutrition support, Suheyb was 
significantly healthier, and her weight had increased. “I am very
happy to see my child’s health improve,” Hodan said.

This project is supported by Presbyterian World Service & 
Development in partnership with Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 



Good Friday
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What are we to do with these stories and the visions

of Christ as the victim of so much betrayal, anguish,

violence and pain that we reflect on today? 

While Jesus is praying in the garden, he asks his

disciples to keep watch with him and to wait. Our

task this week is to watch and wait, to contemplate

the mystery and grace of God that converts hatred

into love, bondage into freedom, enemies into

friends, violence into peace and death into life. 

We are to gaze upon the crucified Christ and see 

in him all life’s pain and disappointment, all of 

our disorientation and confusion, all the world’s

failures and failings and to consider what it means

that all of this was taken up into God. And then to

be patient, to keep alert, to not be distracted or

discouraged or fatigued, but to watch and to wait

to see what God will do with it all on Easter morning.

The Rev. Ian Ross-McDonald is General Secretary of the 
Life and Mission Agency
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Mary looked in. Looked in to see and remember death and brutality 
and pain and loss. That’s why she was there, right? It was the end. 
It was over. This was a tomb, for Heaven’s sake. 

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things 
to her. (John 20:18)
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But all she could hear were voices asking why she was there. Why 
was she there? She turned around and was face-to-face with the 
gardener. He, too, was asking her why she was there. It was too 
much, she thought. Just, please, tell me what happened to the body 
and let me deal with this, let me be finished with this. 

“Mary.” 

Her ears could not believe what she was hearing. Her name. 
His voice. It was not over. It was not the end. “Rabbouni, Teacher. 
It’s you. I was looking for a corpse. You were dead. It was over. 
It’s not? There is still hope?”

“Tell the others.”

Tell the others that love lives again. No tomb can contain love. No 
tomb. No one. No brutality. No hatred. No lies. No betrayal. 
No death. Tell the others. 

Love lives again.

—The Rev. Dr. Robert Faris,
Moderator of the 2022 General Assembly



In a rural western Romania, there is an inspiring ministry called 
Samuel House. It offers disadvantaged children the opportunity to 
play and develop their potential. Csilla Bertalan is the founder and 
the heart of this program. She saw that some kids in her area were 
neglected and not attending school—so she did something about 
it. Believing that all children deserve education, nutritious food and 
encouragement, she created a place where children receive hot 
meals, supervised afterschool care and help with homework in a 
loving and safe environment. 

Csilla asks the kids to talk about their day. At the end of a meal, even 
the little ones join in a prayer of thanksgiving for the food and God’s 
love. Older children encourage the younger ones to study, work 
hard and enjoy learning. After tutors help the students with
homework, the kids receive an evening meal before going home. 

Pastors and parents have heard about the good work of Samuel 
House. Csilla is a woman of deep faith, trusting in God. Believing that 
every child needs nurturing in order to thrive, she keeps going when 
times are tough.. She trusts in this verse: “[Love] bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 
(1  Corinthians 13:7)
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In October 2019, a devastating fire destroyed much of St. Matthew’s 
Presbyterian Church in Grand Falls-Windsor, Newfoundland. But, 
even with this loss and devastation weighing heavy on the hearts of 
the congregation, they continued their outreach ministry to support 
the local community.

During the pandemic, congregation members produced hats, 
mittens and incubator blankets for the local hospital, and also 
supported the local food bank and Salvation Army. Now that the 
church building has been fully restored and the congregation is able 
to gather again, they continue to show love to their neighbours by 
exploring new opportunities for using and sharing their restored 
space. 

St. Matthew’s Presbyterian Church is supported by gifts to 
Presbyterians Sharing.
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Nepali Christians represent less than 2% of the population, yet they 
are one of the fastest growing Christian populations in the world. 
Living out God’s call to help those in need, local churches and 
United Mission Hospital Tansen came together to create the New 
Life Psychiatric Rehabilitation Centre, a place for rehabilitation and 
care for the people who are abandoned and have lost their home or 
family due to mental health issues. At New Life, there is hope, safety, 
shelter, medical care and food that residents learn to grow 
themselves. After recovery, residents are encouraged to return to 
their families and communities.

Creating home and community is not easy. But the staff and 
volunteers serve with grace and love, doing work that very few in 
Nepal are willing to do. Becky Bauman volunteered at New Life while 
her husband, Dr. Nick Bauman, appointed by the PCC, served as 
general surgeon at United Mission Hospital Tansen. Reflecting on her 
experience at New Life, Becky said, “I think it is possible to see 
glimpses of God’s Kingdom here. There is an unrelenting love being 
shared with people who have not always known love in their lives.” 

Christ’s love compels us to love relentlessly. Christ’s love calls us into 
action that is sometimes hard, inconvenient and uncomfortable.
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For Mistawasis Memorial Presbyterian Church, the practice of 
gift giving is a year-round commitment. Every day, the
congregation provides “gifts” through programs and services 
to families living on the Mistawasis Plains Cree Reserve in 
Northern Saskatchewan. 

The ministry’s elders also share gifts in less tangible but 
equally important ways. The congregation is blessed with wise, 
strong leaders who act as role models for Mistawasis’ youth, 
helping to provide them with a solid foundation in spirituality 
and education. Youth programming offers teachings from the 
medicine wheel as well as instruction in music and Bible 
study—gifts that will serve the youth well as they grow into 
the leaders of tomorrow. 

Mistawasis Memorial Presbyterian Church is supported by gifts 
to Presbyterians Sharing.
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Giving Gifts through Service
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With our arms around the shoulders of the homeless, 
we walk in love, as God loves us.

With our hearts breaking for those who are hurting, 
we walk in love, as God loves us.

With our eyes flashing in recognition of injustice, 
we walk in love, as God loves us.

With our feet standing in solidarity 
with those who are persecuted,
we walk in love, as God loves us.

With our hands helping up those who have fallen,
we walk in love, as God loves us.

With our mouths speaking kindly and truthfully,
we walk in love, as God loves us.

Heather Chappell is Education Program Coordinator in Stewardship and
Planned Giving
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In 2006, as the denomination struggled to come to terms with the 
legacy of the Residential Schools it operated, the General Assembly 
voted to designate the Sunday preceding May 26 as Healing and 
Reconciliation Sunday. The day calls for renewed efforts to right the 
wrongs against Indigenous people the church confessed to in 1994; 
it also lifts up the importance of healing intergenerational trauma 
the church has caused.
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One action towards healing and reconciliation that was specifically 
asked of the church though the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s 94 Calls to Action was the repudiation of the Doctrine 
of Discovery and the concept of Terra Nullius. Both were used to 
justify taking land from Indigenous people and treating Indigenous 
people as undeserving of rights. This also profoundly shaped the 
system of Residential and Day Schools in which the church was 
complicit, causing lasting and significant harm.

In 2019, The Presbyterian Church in Canada repudiated both these 
harmful ideologies. The accompanying report stated that allowing 
the Doctrine of Discovery and Terra Nullius to shape the church’s 
practices and interactions with Indigenous people was “a failure of 
the church to believe and live the gospel.”

As the PCC continues to live out the work of healing and 
reconciliation, it is important to understand and acknowledge the 
history shaping the harm of which the church now repents. Only 
then can we demonstrate instead the love to which the church is 
called. 

To learn more about the Doctrine of Discovery, visit: presbyterian.ca/dod
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Come, Holy Spirit, 
Comforter, Advocate and Guide.
Disturb our settled ways, 
open our eyes to new vision,
inspire us to action, and
fill the church with the gifts necessary today 
for continuing Christ’s ministry in the world that 
God created and 
Christ died for.
Amen.
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Acts 15 recounts the story of the first “council” of the early 
church, called to decide the critical matter of whether new 
Gentile Christians had to follow the Jewish law.
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We learn that the assembly who met together to consider this 
matter consisted of the church and the apostles and the 
elders. The account records the process of decision making—
the group met to discuss, and Paul and Barnabas reported all 
that God had done and there was “much debate.” Peter and 
James also spoke, and the assembly listened to reports of “the 
signs and wonders that God had done.” The group heard 
testimony that the Holy Spirit had been given to the Gentiles 
and they listened to an interpretation of scripture relevant to 
the debate.

Through collaborative discernment, seeking what seemed
“good to the Holy Spirit and to us,” and with the consent of 
the whole church, they came to a decision. That decision 
profoundly impacted the spread of the gospel to people some 
considered outsiders and foreigners, but who now became 
welcomed insiders in God’s growing household of faith.

—The Rev. Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls



After the Taliban seized power in Afghanistan in 2021, there 
was a massive relocation of people who hoped to escape 
oppression and violence. Many were forced to leave their 
homes and livelihoods behind. Climate events and sanctions 
mean millions of people face hunger and poverty. 

Presbyterian World Service & Development, through 
ecumenical collaborations with Canadian Foodgrains Bank and 
ACT Alliance, is responding to this situation by providing 
essential food and non-food items to those who have fled 
Afghanistan and the many who are internally displaced.
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This prayer, originally written in Pashto, was shared by 
PWS&D’s local partner in Afghanistan, Community World 
Service Asia:

We pray for peace and hope for the people in Afghanistan. 
Bring bread for those who are hungry, bring healing for those 
who do not have access to healthcare and bring warm homes 
to all who have been displaced. May they find peace, strength 
and resources to rebuild their lives and country.



Although the work of God is sometimes accompanied by displays of 
power or dramatic revelations, it is often the gentle whisper of the 
Spirit that stirs someone deeply. 

The Holy Spirit has been stirring in Place of Hope Indigenous 
Presbyterian Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba. This is due in part to 
the work of an elder at Place of Hope, who simply lives out what she 
believes. In a quiet, loving way, this elder has been teaching the 
church’s young people that God cares about the details of their lives 
and loves them unconditionally. 

In following this elder’s example, many older youths have been 
baptized in recent months. The elder’s faith is a compelling 
testimony and an example for all as she quietly draws those around 
her to Christ. 

Place of Hope Indigenous Presbyterian Church receives support 
from gifts to Presbyterians Sharing.

Elder Exemplifies God's Love at Place of Hope 
Indigenous Presbyterian Church
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Our mission is to share God’s love through Christian camping 
and to ensure that its family of camps, and their leaders, 
provide supportive ministry and transformative programming.  
Camp Cairn

Young people across Canada have their faith nurtured in the 
following camps that The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
supports with grants and curriculum:
  • Camp Geddie 
  • Camp MacLeod 
  • Camp Keir
  • Gracefield Christian Camp and Retreat Centre 
  • Camp d’action biblique 
  • Cairn Family of Camps 
  • Camp Kintail 
  • Huron Feathers Centre 
  • Camp Christopher 
  • Camp Kannawin 
  • Camp Douglas 

Learn more about Presbyterian camps in Canada at
presbyterian.ca/camping
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Image: Camp Kintail, Ontario. Credit: Hannah Dickie, Lucknow Presbyterian Church, Ontario
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Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall 
to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your 
head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. (Matthew 10:29–31) 

This month, summer camps and Vacation Bible School programs 
across the country are welcoming children and youth for a summer 
of faith-filled fun and growth! After two years of programming 
challenges related to Covid restrictions, many camps and Vacation 
Bible Schools are enjoying their first “normal” summer since 2019.

While each camp has its own programming focus and practices, 
they all share the same core message with campers: You are loved 
by God! You are so loved that God pays attention to everything 
about you, even down the number of hairs on your heads!

This important witness provided to young people can be life- 
changing. Many of the children and youth that attend our camps 
have no other exposure to faith during the year. Sharing this 
message of God’s love affirms them in who they are and encourages 
them to be more loving with others.

We pray that God’s love will encourage young people in their faith 
and inspire them to share God’s love in their home communities.



140823 presbyterian.ca/worship

Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking 
the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and 
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to crowds. And all ate and were
filled; and they took up what was left. (Matthew 14:19–20)

Summer is an important time for rest and renewal. It is also 
an important time to slow down and to reconnect and renew 
our relationship with God. Yes, there is a time for action, but 
there is also a time to slow down.  

We are invited, just as Jesus directed the crowds, to sit down 
and receive God’s abundant blessings. For God’s glory and 
abundant love are revealed in the gifts God provides.



I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD 
in the land of the living.
Wait for the LORD; 
be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
wait for the LORD!
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Psalm 27:13–14
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For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into 
song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
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From Question 1 in A Catechism for Today, 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

We have been made for joy:
joy in knowing, loving and serving God,
joy in knowing, loving and serving one another,
joy in the wonder of all God’s works.

Isaiah 55:12
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The people of Taiwan and the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan (PCT) hold a special place in the hearts of Canadian 
Presbyterians. What began with the work of George Leslie 
Mackay 150 years ago, and continued with the mission
partnership of many other Canadians in Taiwan over the 
years, has recently come to include the work of the Taiwan 
Ecumenical Forum for Justice and Peace (TEF). 

Established during an increasingly tense and threatening time 
of geopolitical unrest, TEF addresses crucial life and death 
concerns of the PCT such as identity, self-determination, the 
importance of transitional justice, the rights of Indigenous 
peoples, human rights and human dignity, which are all 
unquestionably matters of faith. 

As active participants in TEF, Canadian Presbyterians have 
been blessed to learn more about the reality of the lives of 
our Taiwanese siblings in Christ as they strive to live in justice 
and peace, even while caught between the opposing forces 
of China and the United States.

Please continue to pray for the people of Taiwan, the PCT 
and TEF. May we walk together on this journey to achieve 
self-determination, justice and peace for all.
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September 30 is the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, also 
known as Orange Shirt Day. It is a day to mark the harmful legacy 
of Residential Schools for generations of Indigenous children, 
families and communities, and to recommit to work for healing and 
reconciliation.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada operated 11 Residential Schools 
at 12 locations: Ahousaht Residential School in British Columbia, 
Alberni Residential School in British Columbia, Birtle Residential 
School in Manitoba, Cecilia Jeffrey Residential School first in Shoal 
Lake, Ontario, and then moved to Kenora, Crowstand Residential 
School in Saskatchewan, File Hills Residential School in 
Saskatchewan, Muscowpetung (later known as “Lakesend”) 
Residential School in Saskatchewan, Portage la Prairie Residential 
School in Manitoba, Regina Industrial School in Saskatchewan, 
Round Lake Residential School in Saskatchewan, and Stoney Plain 
Residential School in Alberta.

Though the church first offered formal apology and confession to 
God and to Indigenous peoples in 1994 for our role in running 
schools—places from which many students never returned and 
which caused emotional scars and trauma for generations of 
Indigenous communities—the harm from these schools and other 
colonial practices continues today and so too does the need for 
repentance demonstrated in the work of healing and reconciliation.

This National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, wear an orange 
shirt to honour the many Indigenous children harmed by 
Residential Schools. 

Learn more about Indigenous justice at 
presbyterian.ca/indigenous-justice
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We have heard the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
     send us now to speak it.
We have seen your grace in the breaking and sharing of 
the bread, 
     send us now to show it.
We have been fed by your love in the bread and wine, 
     now send us now to share it.
Amen.
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Creator of all, we praise you for the harvest. 
We thank you for your care for us, 
for the gifts which the soil, sun and rain have nurtured, 
for the care and skill of our farmers, 
and for the food and drink we have to enjoy. 
Make us always grateful 
and give us generous hearts 
to share what we have with those whose needs are great; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen.
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Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is 
 just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. (Philippians 4:8)

The Apostle Paul’s encouragement to the church in Philippi is worth 
our attention. We fall short in our theological imagination—God’s 
ways are not our ways! When troubles hit, we experience fear and 
doubt, unable to see past the gloom to the coming light. 
 
But Paul reminds us to lift our eyes and take note of what is good 
around us, for where Christ is at work. Take a look at our Theological 
Colleges as an example. Look and see what Christ is doing to grow 
hope-filled, grace-inspired, peace-motivated, reconciliation-seeking 
leaders to serve in our neighbourhoods.

Paul had a strong sense of what the church would look like; he was 
sure it would fulfill its purpose within a generation, and yet it is still 
here, still moving, out into the world God loves. The pure and 
pleasing that Paul calls us to is a vigorous theological imagination, 
spurring us to reimagine God’s “plans formed of old, faithful and
sure” (Isaiah 25:1). 

On this Students and Colleges Sunday, let us return to Paul’s wisdom
and think on whatever is true, honourable and just, and take note 
of how our colleges are forming leaders for Christ’s church of 
tomorrow. Then, start imagining how you can get involved!

—The Rev. Rebecca Simpson, 
St. Andrew’s Hall / Vancouver School of Theology

Photo: A gathering of students who are studying at PCC theological colleges
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Today, millions of people suffer from acute hunger caused by 
conflict, climate change and poverty. The Presbyterian Church 
in Canada, through Presbyterian World Service & 
Development, works with global partners and ecumenical 
networks like Canadian Foodgrains Bank to help vulnerable 
people and communities become food secure. 

Together, we are providing farmers with tools and training so 
that families have more nutritious food to eat. In times of 
emergency, PWS&D provides food aid and agricultural 
livelihood recovery. Now, more than ever, it’s imperative to 
take action. 

By investing in sustainable agricultural solutions in Malawi, 
Pakistan, Guatemala and Haiti—countries where PWS&D 
partners are located—we can improve food security and 
nutrition, and strengthen the resilience of rural communities 
to deal with crises.
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Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our 
being, 

You have called people in every age to serve and love 
you and hand down the faith.  

Inspire us by their example and bring us with them in 
your heavenly kingdom where we will worship you in 
beauty and truth.

Amen.
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Remind us, O God, of the cost of sacrifice as we pause to remember.

We remember the fallen who never came home, the wounded who 
returned with life altering injuries, both seen and unseen. We 
remember those serving at home and those deployed. We 
remember the families who grieve, spouses separated from loved 
ones and children waiting for a parent. 

O God, may we remember to lift up to you places in your world that 
still know conflict and war, and those who struggle to rebuild. Give 
us pause to remember, to give thanks to you, our God, and ask your 
protection over those who serve. Spirit, remind us that many 
inconveniences we face are luxuries that those who are deployed 
can only dream of.

Remind us, O God, after the parades have ended and the poppies 
are gone, when veterans have gone quietly back to their homes, to 
lift them up to you. As we honour those who have served, remind us 
to pray for the day when those of us who wear this nation’s flag 
proudly on our uniforms, lay down our arms, fold and put away our 
uniforms for good. For a day when our service is no longer needed, 
and peace is the norm. Even so, Lord Jesus, come.

—The Rev. Captain Seaton Brachmayer (PCC), 5CDSG Gagetown, 
Infantry School Chaplain
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Based in Guatemala, General Coordinator Judith Castañeda 
and the staff of the Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in 
Central America (CEDEPCA), are empowering women and girls 
through their ministry of accompaniment. Women learn how 
to take on leadership roles in churches and their communities
through faith-based activities about their personal and legal 
rights, and the importance of formal education. 

After completing CEDEPCA’s Healthy Relationships course, 
one woman said, “I feel like a different woman. Before, I used 
to live locked in my home with a domestic routine, but now I 
have new friends, we do creative things.”

Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are transforming lives in 
Central America and Mexico.
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We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 
in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6–8)

We are called to live a generous life and to be faithful 
stewards of the gifts that God has given to us. Over time, 
generosity becomes a habit and then a lifestyle. 

Being stewards means making good decisions about how we 
invest and share time, talents and spiritual gifts. It means 
caring for creation and our neighbours around us. It means 
organizing our lives to share God’s good news and learning 
how we can earn, spend, invest and share money to reflect 
God’s values. 

Stewardship is our response to God’s love in every area of our 
lives—both today and into the future. 

When we put our gifts into God’s hands, God does remarkable 
things!



Reign of Christ
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Christ is King, but not like the kings of history

and of grandeur and wealth. 

We know that from our salvation history.  

We know it from the biblical story.  

We know it from our hymns.

We worship a king who not only sits on a throne

but walks daily with the least of all the people 

in the kingdom.

We worship a king who chooses love over wealth,

who influences by giving rather than demanding,

and whose power is not over and against us 

but in us and through us.

Christ’s crown is of thorns; Christ’s throne a cross.

Christ is powerless; Christ is vulnerable. 

Christ our King is servant of all.

The Rev. Dr. Emily Bisset is minister at Calvin Presbyterian Church in Toronto,
Ontario
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