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Breaking Cycles of Violence in Communities 

All people desire to live in safe, healthy and thriving communities. When gun violence occurs, it does not just impact individuals, it devastates entire communities, as it did when six worshippers were murdered in a mosque in Quebec City in 2017 and when 22 people were murdered in Nova Scotia in 2020.

While gun control is one measure the church has advocated for, it is imperative to acknowledge the complex intersection of racism, xenophobia, misogyny, economic and social marginalization, isolation, domestic violence, and poverty that are inextricably linked to community wellbeing. Systemic injustices such as these are toxic. The harms of gun violence in communities are part of an ongoing cycle: violence causes trauma, contributing to isolation, poor well-being, and economic insecurity. These experiences often are fertile ground for further violence. This letter encourages our elected leaders to enact policies and programs that cultivate justice and look to address root causes of gun violence. It is only in ending all forms of oppression that all people will be able thrive.
Read the original letter:


" 
https://presbyterian.ca/downloads/85988/ 



Write your own letter:
https://presbyterian.ca/downloads/86342/
Promote in your church
The blight of gun violence, often rooted in racism, misogyny and oppression are barriers to the safe, thriving communities all people deserve. Learn, pray and act for justice.
Prayer
God of Peace,
you call us to live in peace with you and all creation, yet
our brokenness causes violence and pain in our communities.
Where we allow injustice to continue, trauma and brokenness also continue.
Let your Spirit stir among us to bring healing and peace to those who experience violence.
And make us advocates for your justice which is seen
       when racism, misogyny and oppression cannot continue,
       when poverty is eliminated, and
       when cycles of violence are ended.
These things we pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.
Learn More
· Read Justice Ministries’ 2021 report to General Assembly about gun violence in Canada 
https://presbyterian.ca/justice/social-action/ecological-justice/
· Visit the church’s Social Action Hub for information and resources on peacemaking, racism and other social justice issues.
https://presbyterian.ca/justice/social-action/ecological-justice/

· Project Ploughshares is the peace research institute of The Canadian Council of Churches that works with churches, governments, and civil society, in Canada and abroad, to advance policies and actions to prevent war and armed violence and build peace.
https://ploughshares.ca/
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