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IT’S TIME FOR JUSTICE
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“When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do no mistreat them. The
foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them
as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God”
(Leviticus 19:33–34). Jesus reminds us, “in everything do to others as you
would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets” (Matthew
7:12).
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The Rohingya are an ethnic group who have lived for centuries in the western
coastal region of Myanmar in what is now Rakhine state. Myanmar considers
the Rohingya illegal foreigners who migrated from Bengal (present day
Bangladesh) during British rule in the 1800s.
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While there are 135 minority groups in Myanmar, some of whom are
persecuted, only the Rohingya are denied citizenship, and the rights and
protections therein, by the Myanmar government. There are nearly one million
Rohingya in the diaspora who have fled violence, persecution and killing,
largely at the hands of the Myanmar state military.
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Access to Rohingya refugees is severely restricted, making it
diﬃcult to gain an understanding of the humanitarian needs
and provide assistance.
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Through Canadian Foodgrains Bank and ACT Alliance,
Presbyterian World Service & Development supports the
Rohingya with food assistance, shelter support, non-food
items, hygiene kits, emergency health care, psychosocial
support and water and sanitation.
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The Moderator of the PCC wrote to the Minister of Foreign
Aﬀairs aﬃrming Canada’s humanitarian assistance to the
Rohingya and inquired if the Government of Canada plans
to impose sanctions on high-ranking military and
government oﬃcials in Myanmar who are complicit in these
human rights violations.
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Further, he asked if there are Canadian corporations
operating in areas of Myanmar where there is conflict and
human rights violations.
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God of justice, we pray for the protection of the rights of the
Rohingya.
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May your comfort be a solace to those who suﬀer, and your
peace bring an end to violence. We pray that all people from
Myanmar live with safety and security.
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Amen.

Amen.
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