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Call To Worship
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?   	(Psalm 27)

Prayer of Approach
Holy God, with snow around and first light of this new week upon us, 
we gather together here in this community 
as your people, to sing your praise. 
Your glory is ever above us, your mercy is ever with us, 
your everlasting arms are ever around us. 
You are God, and we are yours,
and it is you we praise, Creator, Saviour, Sustainer.

In this hour, we lay before you the emotion and the activity, 
the satisfactions and the regrets, of this past week. 
In this hour we would feel your healing hand bind the scattered forces of our souls.  Lord, we pray, have mercy upon us.

We place our trust in you, O God.
We pray for faith to believe that you do rule with justice and truth 
and are able to work your good out of this world’s evil.
We pray for faith to be calm and courageous in the face of the darkness that surrounds.
We pray for faith to remain generous with those by our side 
and to entrust into your care the many at a distance.
We pray for faith to receive the power of your love to melt our hardened hearts and swallow up our sin. 
We pray for faith to consider anew the purpose and end of our days, 
and commit ourselves anew to the way of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

O God, in you generation upon generation have trusted and were not put to shame. Now we place our trust in you.
Hear us in the name of him whom we confess as Saviour, 
and in the words he taught us in every age and at all times to repeat together … 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.
Scriptures
The primary text for the sermon is Revelation 21:1-5a, 10-14. 

For congregations using the lectionary: 
	Jeremiah 1:4-10
	Psalm 71:1-6
	Luke 4:21-30
	Revelation 21:1-5a, 10-14 (in place of 1 Corinthians reading)

For congregations not using the lectionary: 
	Isaiah 2:1-5
	Psalm 139:1-12
	Luke 4:16-21
	Revelation 21:1-5a, 10-14

More details regarding the readings follow the sermon in separate document “PWS&D Sunday 2025 Sermon”

Time with Children
Option A (requires a large pitcher with coloured water; also some glasses, hidden from initial sight):

God came to us in Jesus, to show us how full life can be: he showed us part of that fullness as he fed the hungry, cared for the poor, embraced the widow, respected the stranger. As Christ lived, so can we as Christians.

I would like to think of myself being like this pitcher, big and strong and beautiful, pouring out life and love into this world. But the problem is that there is only so much in a pitcher, in me, and then I am empty, and a pitcher can not fill itself.

But what if I allow God to be the pitcher, and allow myself to be the glass?
If I am a glass, then I can receive life and love from God (pour from the pitcher into the glass), and as I share that life and love with others there will come times when I feel empty … but God can fill me up with more, God is always full of life and love for God IS life and love so God can always fill us up, all of us, all the time

We are the glass, we want to be filled with good, with grace, and so we come to God who alone can pour life and love into us for us to share with others, so we can be filled again. That is why we are here, to grow in being open to God, in being filled by God

If a glass could feel, would the glass feel great being filled? If a glass could feel, would the glass feel great sharing its gift with someone who is thirsty, knowing that the glass would be filled again?


Option B (requires blind fold):

Imagine you enter a room. There are no windows, the door shuts behind you, and it is dark: the door behind you has no handle, so you need to walk towards another door at the other end. 

[Put on blindfold]
You…
… can’t see anything …
… start to move …
… stub your toe, hit your head, walk into a glass door and it cracks and cuts you …
… step on the foot of dog, bump into other people and hurt them, hear other people but can’t find them to help them …

Just think about how, if there were light, you would be able to walk around the heavy table, duck under the low wall, not hurt the dog and help someone who is calling out.

In many ways, this world can be like that dark room: we don’t see properly, we end up hurting and being hurt.
[Take off the blindfold]

Jesus is the light. He shows us what is good, where to go, how to live, how to love, how to care for our neighbours.

He says, “I am the light of the world: whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

Sermon: “Hope is Different”
See document “PWS&D Sunday 2025 Sermon”

[bookmark: _Hlk187067531]Prayer After Sermon (also provided in document “PWS&D Sunday 2025 Sermon”)
Holy God,
we believe that beyond the dark skies a star shines,
we believe that we are not alone,
we believe that people and this world can change.

Holy God, 
our faith is founded upon Jesus Christ,
his birth, life, death and resurrection;
our faith is in knowing Jesus Christ
and his promise of life in all its fullness for all humanity.
So now, O God, help us to live as a people who believe, a people of faith, 
who stand and act now in the light of the days Christ is bringing,
who take up Christ’s work towards his world of peace and justice.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
Holy God, your Son came from beyond and walked this earth for our sakes,
to reveal your great love and begin your great kingdom. 
Holy God, our Lord Jesus has returned to you, 
and together you have sent your Spirit to us.
You continue to fill human emptiness with your goodness,
you still come to human weakness with your strength.
Lord God, you lead us in the ways of life: you have gathered us, 
now touch us with healing and new hope.

O Lord, when we your people are anxious about the affairs of our world, remind us that you are in your world as well as above and beyond it. Remind us that you are not indifferent, that your covenant with humanity is intact. The tears of Jesus shed over Jerusalem are still shed for our communities. The heart that was broken in the violence of the cross still feels every human suffering. 
Remembering this, how can we feel forsaken, or give way to hopelessness? You are with us and your sovereign hand is still upon human history, you continue your work amongst us and your great promises shall one day be known by all on earth. 

We lay before you the many of our world who this day suffer in a world gone wrong, whose days are shaped by famine, poverty, and war, all whose lives are diminished by the injustice of governments or economies.

Let the harvests of our world be neither hoarded nor squandered. Let the nations of our world pursue what makes for peace and for mutual up-building. 
Lord, you open your hands and meet each of us in our need. Let us neither neglect your good example, nor thwart your good purposes. Massage our hearts into new life, unclench our hands for greater generosity.

We thank you for all who, in spite of all, in defiance of all, are at work for good. We thank you especially today for our community of faith across this nation, and for those around the world whom we, through Presbyterian World Service and Development, are privileged to know as partners, at work among their own people for life, in places like Guatemala, Nicaragua, Malawi, India or Afghanistan. 

We give thanks for those who have fed us and cared for us.
We remember all who have shown compassion and tenderness to us. Lord, bless our loved ones, our homes and our communities. Fill our deep longing for reconciliation and new beginnings in our relationships as in our world.

Hear us as we lift up our prayers,
for ourselves, for others, for your kingdom to come,
in this time of silence. 
Hear us as we pray ...

Holy God, it is good indeed for us to be here together. To you have come people through the generations, waiting in the quietness so that they might be encountered and embraced and directed by your great holiness and compassion. Now in our time we gather before you and lay our lives before you. Receive our prayers, breathe your Spirit on us, renew us and use us, to your glory and the good of all. 

We pray this and much more in the name of Jesus, whom we greet as light, Saviour, and friend, our great trust and only hope. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering
You, O Lord, are my hope,
my trust, O Lord, from my youth.
My praise is continually of you. 	(Psalm 71)

With our tithes and offerings, we continue in our praise.

Prayer of Dedication
Whatever we shall face this coming week, O God, 
we begin now in gratitude for all the life and love with which you fill our lives in Jesus Christ. We begin now in thanksgiving for all you offer us in your promises of bringing human history together in a way that will honour all that is good and true and beautiful.
Receive these offerings for your work in this time
through the ministry of this congregation, 
through the work of Christian mission through Presbyterians Sharing,
through projects of development, relief and refugee sponsorship of PWS&D amongst peoples around the world.
With these offerings and our lives,
we praise you, Holy One, Father Son and Spirit. Amen.

Hymn Suggestions:
Opening Hymns 
15 - The Lord’s my light (Metrical Psalm)
29 - Oh send thy light forth (Metrical Psalm)
407 - Praise my soul, the king of heaven
290 - Immortal, invisible, God only wise

Hymn for Time with Children
376 - Lord, the light of your love is shining
773 - Jesus bids us shine
641 - One more step along the world I go


Our Call to Serve
635 - Brother, sister, let me serve you
587 - Called as partners in Christ’s service
592 - I, the Lord of sea and sky

Closing Hymn: The Promises of God
732 - O day of peace that dimly shines
784 - Thy kingdom come - on bended knee
769 - Lord of light, whose name and splendour
730 - O for a world where everyone
80 - Teach me, O Lord, your way of truth
711 - O holy city, seen of John
712 - Arise, your light is come

