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“The kingdom of heaven is like
a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and make nests in its branches.” Matthew 13:31-32
Jesus uses the parable of the mustard seed to describe how God can take a small thing
and grow it into something much bigger. A seed is sowed. This small seed grows and
grows and becomes large enough to nourish and sustain life.
While it might at times feel like what is accomplished through PWS&D is a drop in the
bucket of a world filled with need, the metaphor of the mustard seed shows us the massive
potential in what is almost invisible—what seems small today will one day grow and thrive.
Together, we plant seeds, water them, protect them and wait.
Every mom that lives because she has adequate medical care during pregnancy, and
every baby that survives their first five years are seeds sown for the future.
A farmer who grows enough food to feed their family is a seed—ensuring a healthier,
brighter future for themselves and their children.
Seeds sown through PWS&D’s work with Canadian Foodgrains Bank and ACT Alliance
to provide food, clean water, and shelter in times of conflict and disaster are growing to
nourish life.
Change starts not with earth-shattering gestures, but with small seeds—PWS&D donors,
partners and projects—growing healthy, productive, safe and peaceful communities.
Thank you for your support!

Year in Review
21 countries
50 projects
30 long-term development projects
20 emergency response projects
23 partners
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Over $280,000 was contributed to support relief and rehabilitation efforts after
devastating wildfires in Alberta.
Through the ACT Alliance, PWS&D has provided essential non-food support
to refugees and displaced people in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan.
In Nicaragua, girls and women living in abusive situations received
support through the Casa de las Niñas.
Teachers in Afghanistan have learned improved teaching
methods, leading to better school attendance and
performance by their students.
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In Ethiopia, PWS&D supported a project through
Canadian Foodgrains Bank that provided food
rations to 41,000 people.
In northern Malawi, 10 villages
gained access to safe water
sources and knowledge
of improved hygiene
practices.
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In 2016, PWS&D supported work on our priority
development themes—food security, health,
livelihoods and human rights—
in nine countries.

Food security

Communities are learning innovative and
sustainable agricultural practices to increase crop yields,
improve nutrition and build resilience to environmental changes.
Valentina is an agriculture promoter in her community in
Guatemala, where she teaches other women how to care for soil
and use locally available resources to grow more food. The
women receive seeds and training in ways to prepare the land
and improve the way they plant. They also learn how to cook
the new food they grow. By cultivating fresh produce at home
instead of buying packaged food, families are empowered to
improve and diversify their diets.
Valentina shares that one of the most valuable things was
that “I learned that we could change long-held patterns
and practices. These changes have been difficult but
worth it. I wish everyone could experience this
change and be able to support their families.”

Health
By ensuring mothers and their children receive
medical care, caring for people affected by HIV,
and providing basic access to water and sanitation,
families and communities are growing healthier.
Improved access to maternal health services in Afghanistan is making a
difference for women and their children. Many women felt like a burden to
their families when they needed to seek medical care for themselves or their
children. Shazia was one of those women.
One day, she brought her severely malnourished daughter to a PWS&Dsupported outpatient clinic. She had originally sought treatment from traditional
healers but nothing had changed. After clinic workers diagnosed malnutrition,
the little girl was treated and improved rapidly. Shazia’s mother-in-law shares,
“I cannot express how happy I am. If this facility did not exist we would have
had to travel far for treatment…which would have been very risky.”

Livelihoods
Families are empowered through education, skills training and
small business development. When one person becomes selfreliant, they are able to shape their own future and lift up others.
In Malawi, Juleka Ngwira’s life has changed because of PWS&D’s Building
Sustainable Livelihoods project. Joining with other women in her community,
her self-help group saves money together, which is then lent to members to
start small businesses to help support their families. Juleka started a garden
with her loan. People from the city come to her village to order her produce,
allowing Juleka to support her family. “We are able to meet our needs now
because of our groups,” she shares. The women also now have a greater voice
in decision-making in their households, allowing resources to be used in the
best way possible to benefit the family.

Human
rights
Injustices are confronted
through a commitment to
promoting human rights.
PWS&D partners promote and
protect the rights of women,
children, workers, subsistence
farmers, persons with disabilities,
and refugees.
While often seen as the central pillars
of their families and communities,
women in Haiti are also too frequently
vulnerable to sexual violence. A lack of
resources, gender power imbalances and
poverty severely limit prevention,
treatment and care for women and girls
affected by gender-based violence.
Some time ago, Rodeline was attacked and
raped on her way to the market. The experience
left her feeling broken. PWS&D supports a
project in Haiti to help women who have
experienced sexual violence by offering health care
services and counselling, as well as economic and
legal support to combat the injustice. This service was
invaluable to Rodeline. “I am happy and grateful for
their welcome. Every time I went there, the staff took
care of me. They used encouraging words so that I could
avoid letting what happened destroy me.”
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Changing climate conditions,
natural disasters and the disturbing
trend of long-term deadly conflict uprooting
communities has left an unprecedented number of
people in need of humanitarian assistance. Immediate and
long-term relief ensures vulnerable people and refugees
have access to food, shelter and medical attention, and are
able to recover from loss and trauma.
In 2016, PWS&D continued to respond to the crisis created by
years of civil war in Syria. Through Canadian Foodgrains Bank,
6,000 families displaced within Syria received monthly food
baskets and 5,800 families seeking refuge in Lebanon received food
vouchers for a full year, sustaining their food security. In partnership
with the ACT Alliance, PWS&D also provided support to Syrian
refugees in Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine.
In response to Hurricane Matthew, which struck Haiti in October 2016,
generous Presbyterian support allowed PWS&D—with Canadian
Foodgrains Bank—to provide food packages to 800 vulnerable households
and seeds to 700 farmers. Additionally, 400 families received food for work
to rehabilitate a rural road that had been destroyed by the hurricane.
In 2016, a powerful El Niño event caused significant drought around the world,
leaving many in need of food assistance. PWS&D supported a Foodgrains Bank
project in Ethiopia that provided food rations to 41,000 people.
Generous Presbyterian donations totalling over $280,000 allowed PWS&D to
respond to the devastation caused by wildfires in Alberta in 2016. A major
component of the response provided counselling support to ensure
that those suffering trauma could heal and regain a sense of

Many emergencies don’t make news
headlines, but the needs are no less real
and the impacts on families are equally
devastating. Called to respond to these
disasters as well, PWS&D provided
emergency relief for people facing
incredible food insecurity in South
Sudan, as well as those affected by
earthquakes in Ecuador and
Taiwan and flooding and drought
in Pakistan.
Thanks to our partners at
Canadian Foodgrains Bank
and ACT Alliance, PWS&D is
able to greatly expand our
reach and coverage in
response to emergency
situations. These
relationships increase
our impact and allow
us to act quickly—
maximizing
Presbyterian support
to benefit more
people in need.
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well-being, even if they are unable to pay
for the service themselves.

“I was
a stranger
and you
welcomed me.”
Matthew 25:35

The number of sponsorship applications
has increased dramatically over the last
four years.

PWS&D’s refugee ministry is a response to Christ’s call to
serve and defend the vulnerable and persecuted. On behalf of
The Presbyterian Church in Canada, PWS&D works with and
accompanies Presbyterian congregations to sponsor refugees.
PWS&D staff guide sponsors through the application
process—providing information and support, as well as
referrals to training and locally available resources.
The sponsorship program has been around since the
late 1970s; 2016 was one of the biggest years ever for
Presbyterian participation. Sponsorships were in
progress for 118 cases, representing 337 people. In all,
73 applications were filed for 244 people over the
course of the year and churches from Newfoundland
and Labrador to British Columbia participated.

n # of sponsorship applications
n # of people sponsored

There are nearly
25 million refugees in
the world today—more than
five million of them are from Syria,
but refugees come from many countries.

While the majority of sponsorship applications
in 2016 were for Syrian refugees, PWS&D also
provided accompaniment to congregations
managing sponsorships from Burma (Myanmar),
Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Egypt, Eritrea, Iran, Iraq, Liberia, Pakistan,
Somalia, Sudan and Venezuela.
We thank the many congregations,
presbyteries and groups who have
shown such a passionate commitment
to helping refugees settle peacefully
in Canada.

Presby
terian
s in A
ction

Acting in their local communities, Presbyterians across Canada are
helping create peaceful, hopeful and sustainable futures
for our sisters and brothers across the globe.
Thank you for all you do!

Moving for
Moms and Babies

Team Lightning Bolt Strikes

When eight-year-old Thomas Hillier read about the Ride for Refuge
in his church bulletin, he challenged himself to bike 25 km in support of PWS&D.
After Team Lighting Bolt—Thomas and other members of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
in Markham, ON—finished the Ride, Thomas was already excited for next year’s event. “I really like
biking so it was something fun to do.” He added, “It’s so nice to help others.”

Old Hobby, New Cause
Jan Rodda was already an avid cycler when she signed up for the Ride for Refuge, travelling distances
much further than 50 km. “Our friends and family got behind us. They understand the importance of
maternal care.” Jan and her teammates from St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Saskatoon, SK
raised $2,415 for PWS&D’s maternal and child health program. “We were so glad to have done it
and very appreciative of the support we received.”

“The Jeff-a-thon”
On October 16, over 100 people gathered to participate in a run/walk in celebration of the life
and legacy of The Rev. Jeff Veenstra—a past member of PWS&D’s committee and passionate
supporter of programs that assist vulnerable communities in Malawi.
“The Jeff-A-Thon was a wonderful, bittersweet event!” says Joni Smith, family ministries
coordinator at St. Andrew’s Hespeler Presbyterian Church in Cambridge, ON. “The event
brought together people from all areas where Jeff had served.”
Through the dedication and enthusiasm of organizers, participants and donors, the event
brought in over $31,000 for PWS&D’s maternal and child health program in Malawi.

Hopping for Hope in Ecuador
Chinese Presbyterian Church Preschool students
in Vancouver, BC, participated in a ‘hop-a-thon’
to raise money for communities impacted by
the 2016 earthquake in Ecuador. Eager to make
a difference for recovering families, the students
hopped enough to raise $3,469.

Improving Lives with Livestock
St. David’s Vankoughnet and Knox Presbyterian
Church in Bracebridge, ON, held an animalthemed vacation bible school and fundraiser
to provide livestock to families in developing
countries. Featuring visits from live animals,
the VBS initiative raised $500 for PWS&D.

Giving Big for Guatemala
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Aurora, ON,
hosted a Mother’s Day offering and barbeque
in support of PWS&D programs benefiting
marginalized communities in Guatemala. “As a
result of these two initiatives, we raised $1,185
for PWS&D,” shares Kate Revington, chair of the
church’s Outreach and Missions Team.

Where our resources came from
Undesignated contributions
Designated bequests
Transferred from Loaves & Fishes Fund
Designated contributions (excluding relief)
Designated relief
Government funds from
Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development (DFATD)
Government of the Province of Saskatchewan
Government of the Province of Manitoba
Other income – interest

2016
$

2015
$

1,308,620
0
357,080
387,366
823,472

1,306,190
145
304,388
365,085
1,266,420

1,015,454
1,058
10,716
39,574

209,030
21,388
11,877
34,728

3,943,340

3,519,251

Where our resources went
Disaster, relief and rehabilitation
Overseas development projects
Relief and development programs support
Government supported programs
Memberships, partnerships and coalitions
Resources, communication, promotion and grants
Administration

2016
$

2015
$

1,141,688
781,106
494,017
1,161,087
143,608
107,366
244,867

1,123,862
967,583
545,392
205,240
153,401
135,970
171,800

4,073,738

3,303,248

In 2016, PWS&D led projects at
Canadian Foodgrains Bank for
a total value of $884,222. This
included $264,812 of PWS&D
funds and was achieved
with contributions from
other CFGB members (the
United Church of Canada
and Mennonite Central
Committee) and with
matching funds from
the Government of
Canada. These funds
are not reflected in
PWS&D’s statement
of revenue and
expenditures.

With generous support
from the Government
of Canada

For complete
audited statements, visit
WeRespond.ca/financial-statements

Your faithfulness enables the
life-changing work of PWS&D!
There are many ways you can
provide sustaining, long-term
support.
u Pray for those who lack the basic
necessities, that they may experience
abundant life
u Become a monthly donor and ensure
our partners can rely on your regular and
consistent support
u Become an Advocate to promote the
work of PWS&D in your church, school
or local community
u Make a legacy gift to PWS&D’s
Loaves & Fishes Fund
u Designate your support for PWS&D
through offerings at your local
congregation

50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7
1-800-619-7301 ext. 291
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u Request a speaker for a Sunday service,
group meeting or youth gathering
u Use PWS&D resources to understand
the challenges facing vulnerable
communities
1706120101

