First Sunday in Lent
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: The Lenten journey has begun.
All:

Lent’s questions confront us.

Reader: Where will the road take us?
All:

What kind of people will we be?

Reader: Will we have the courage to withstand temptation?
All:

Will we trust in God’s faithfulness as we travel through the wilderness?

Reader: The quest will test us and try us.
All:

We pray that Jesus will be our guide.

Reader: Let us pray.
God of the wilderness:
We experience your call compelling us to join the Lenten journey.
We hear your voice inviting us into the wilderness
where the journey begins.
We know that the wilderness is a frightening place,
a place where we need courage and your grace.
All:

Stay with us as we
face our own demons.
Stay with us as we
listen for your voice.
Stay with us as we
seek to live our life
in the image of Christ.
Amen.
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Growth Beyond the Community

Juan Ramirez Cardon, a farmer in Guatemala, was very reliant on the use
of costly fertilizers to ensure he could grow enough food for his family.
But the expense soon became more than he could bear. Juan could see
no alternative and feared for his family’s future.
With the goal of helping farmers who are struggling to provide food
for their families, Presbyterian World Service & Development partners
started agro-ecology groups in Juan’s community to teach
environmentally sustainable farming methods that increase yields
and improve nutrition.
Training in crop diversification and grafting fruit trees helped Juan
transform his plot into nourishment for his family — without chemical
fertilizers.
But what Juan is most proud of is being able to share what he’s learned
far beyond his own farm. Part of being in the group meant promoting
soil-healthy farming in other
communities — and ensuring
vulnerable families have
abundant food for the longterm.
This Lenten season, let us
faithfully respond to God’s
call to serve those in need
and create brighter futures
for generations of farming
families in Guatemala.
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Second Sunday in Lent
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: The Lenten journey continues.
All:

Lent’s questions confront us.

Reader: Where will the road take us?
All:

What kind of people will we be?

Reader: Are we like Abraham, and prepared to leave the familiar behind
and travel into unknown territory?
All:

Are we prepared to be born anew by God’s Spirit?

Reader: The quest will test us and try us.
All:

We pray that Jesus will be our guide.

Reader: Let us pray.
God of the unknown road:
your invitation towards new life
is an awesome one;
it claims every dimension of our lives.
We confess that we are
filled with excuses,
we are riddled with fear,
we are stuck in old patterns.
All:

Stay with us as we listen for your call.
Stay with us as we wrestle
with our history.
Stay with us as we seek
your kingdom. Amen.
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Women Lead the Way in Reconstruction
Efforts in Nepal
Almost two years after the earthquake destroyed 600,000 buildings
throughout Nepal, close-knit villagers in Sanogoan have revived many
broken homes. Places of ruin are now alive with the sights and sounds
of restoration.
There has been another transformation. Many women — used to doing
household work and farming — are taking the lead in rebuilding efforts.
“When I first came, women hardly spoke in meetings,” says emergency
response officer Madhu Sunam. “The earthquake pushed them out of
their comfort zone. The women are now quite vocal.”
The small business development program Presbyterian World Service &
Development is supporting through the ACT Alliance is also promoting
women’s empowerment.
Saru Shrestha received a grant to open a small shop, which is helping
her pay school fees for her siblings. “My dream is to open a second shop,
selling cosmetics,” says the inspired young entrepreneur.
This Lenten season let us
faithfully respond to Christ’s
call to serve those in need.
Support for PWS&D is
helping women improve
their livelihoods as they
recover from the
earthquake.
PWS&D is a member of
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Third Sunday in Lent
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: The Lenten journey continues.
All:

Lent’s questions confront us.

Reader: Where will the road take us?
All:

What kind of people will we be?

Reader: Do we trust that God will provide water for our thirst?
All:

Or will we surrender to bitterness and complaining?

Reader: The quest will test us and try us.
All:

We pray that Jesus will be our guide.

Reader: Let us pray.
God of living waters: your love is unrelenting
and your faithfulness without end.
We confess that we are growing weary on the journey.
We prefer being enslaved by visions that do not feed us.
We long for imagined
security offered by the past.
Forgive us our fickleness
and lack of trust.
All:

Stay with us as we think
deeply about your gifts.
Stay with us as we confront
our own thirst.
Stay with us as we seek to
understand your will. Amen.
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Shaping Her Future: Lamisi’s Story

On her family’s plot of land in Ghana, Lamisi spent her days cultivating
colourful rows of corn and yams.
Her parents were preparing her for a future in agriculture, but Lamisi
longed to explore a career outside the farm.
One day, on her way to visit family, Lamisi was in a terrible accident.
A spinal injury left her legs paralyzed.
All the hope Lamisi had for her future was lost. She worried about the
challenges she might face trying to earn a living and support a family.
Lamisi received the care she needed at the Presbyterian World Service &
Development-supported Garu Community Based Rehabilitation Centre
in Ghana.
The centre provided Lamisi with a tricycle to help her move around
independently. She also received training in small business development.
Today, Lamisi runs her own gift shop — and is embracing a full,
meaningful life.
This Lenten season
let us respond
faithfully to Christ’s
call to serve those
in need. Through
PWS&D, we can
accompany more
people like Lamisi on
their journey towards
their full potential.
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Fourth Sunday in Lent
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: The Lenten journey continues.
All:

Lent’s questions confront us.

Reader: Where will the road take us?
All:

What kind of people will we be?

Reader: Will we live by faith even when we cannot see the road ahead?
All:

Will we lean on Christ, trusting him to open our eyes?

Reader: The quest will test us and try us.
All:

Do we really want to continue?

Reader: Do we really want to follow the Christ path?
All:

We pray that Jesus will be our guide.

Reader: Let us pray.
God of the healing touch:
we are confounded by the uncertainty
in our world and in our lives.
Because we are afraid, we seek shelter
in easy things that make false promises.
Open our eyes so that we are able to
distinguish the illusions that trap us
from the visions that set us free.
All:

Stay with us as we seek your wisdom.
Stay with us as we consider our relationships.
Stay with us as we discern our vocations.
Amen.
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“Our community is now clean
and so is my home”
While it may not seem like much, access to proper household toilets
can significantly improve the health and well-being of a vulnerable
community.
In Lyness’s village in Malawi, inadequate latrines meant open defecation
was common. Waterborne disease was an ever-present danger, and her
family suffered greatly.
Presbyterian World Service & Development partners started working
in Lyness’s village to teach communities about the link between poor
sanitation and poor health. They also supported residents to build
sanitation platforms, which make latrines more sanitary and easier
to use.
The impact has been life changing.
“My family no longer suffers from diarrhea which came as a result of
poor sanitation,” shares a joyful Lyness. “I have also learned to wash my
hands each time I use the toilet.”
Lyness is thankful that a clean
community means a healthy
family.
This Lenten season let us
respond faithfully to Christ’s call
to serve those in need. Through
support of PWS&D, we are
providing communities with
sanitation and safe drinking
water — enhancing their health
and quality of life.
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Fifth Sunday in Lent
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Reader: The Lenten journey continues.
All:

Lent’s questions confront us.

Reader: Why is the road so dangerous?
All:

What will we do as we face choices of life or death?

Reader: Dare we trust in the power of God to renew our lives?
All:

Are we prepared to share this vision with others?

Reader: The quest tests and tries us.
Perhaps we should turn back.
All:

We pray that Jesus will be our guide.

Reader: Let us pray.
God of the dried up places:
there is no place that is too dark for your presence;
there are no situations that are beyond your grace.
Even barren places of grief, poverty
and hopelessness are in your hands.
Bring life where there is death,
healing where there is pain
and courage where there is fear.
All:

Stay with us as we go through every valley.
Stay with us as we reach out to the world
with hands that heal.
Stay with us as we make our way
along the Christ path. Amen.

WeRespond.ca
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7
1-800-619-7301 • pwsd@presbyterian.ca

Meeting Nutritional Needs
in Nicaragua
In Nicaragua, coffee farmers and their families are facing a precarious
situation.
In the wake of a severe drought, their crops and livelihoods are suffering.
Since farmers grow mostly coffee, their children don’t have access to a
variety of nutritious foods, leading to a lack of proper nutrition and delays
in their growth.
Marlene Acuna Obregon worried about the well-being of her newborn
baby. She knew that in the wake of poverty and prolonged drought,
getting proper nourishment would be a challenge.
But all that is changing.
Marlene’s is one of 440 families learning from Presbyterian World Service
& Development-supported community volunteers about the importance
of diet diversification, cultivating household gardens, and the benefits of
exclusive breastfeeding.
“I have learned many things,” Marlene
says proudly. “Now we are consuming
vegetables that we harvest ourselves.”
With this training and education about
breastfeeding and child development,
Marlene is filled with thanks knowing that
her baby can start life healthy and strong.
This Lenten season let us faithfully
respond to Christ’s call to serve those in
need. Through support of PWS&D,
vulnerable communities are accessing
proper nutrition and leading healthy,
productive lives.
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Palm/Passion Sunday
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: Lent’s journey has brought us to a place of celebration and confrontation.
All:

Lent’s questions are controversial.

Reader: Where will the road take us?
All:

What kind of people will we be?

Reader: Are we among those who will shout,
“Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!”?
All:

Are we among those who wave palm branches?

Reader: Are we among those who welcome Christ as the prince of peace
or are we among those who are already plotting his demise?
All:

Hosanna to the servant king!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

Reader: Let us pray.
God of palm and passion,
we are confused by our destination.
Is this the place where the journey has led us?
This celebration has alarming undertones
and unsettling features.
Are we greeting a king
or are we sending a lamb to slaughter?
All:

Stay with us as we confront the truth of this moment.
Stay with us as we prepare for the darkness ahead.
Stay with us as it is a fearful time. Amen.
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A Father’s Life Changing Gift

Everyday, while Tasal worked alongside his father on their farm, he never
once let go of his dream to go to school.
Most children in rural Afghanistan are expected to stay home to support
their parents’ livelihoods and help ensure their families can continue to
meet their basic needs.
Presbyterian World Service & Development partners held meetings in
Tasal’s village to explain how an education can help children access
opportunities to improve their lives and build their communities.
Tasal’s father Zaman attended the meeting — and was inspired by
what he heard.
“I now understand that it is not only his right to go to school but it is
also my responsibility to encourage him and support him in becoming
educated.”
Two days later, Zaman
registered Tasal in
Grade One.
This Lenten season let us
faithfully respond to
Christ’s call to serve
those in need. Support
for PWS&D is helping
communities learn about
the long-term impact of
education and giving
boys and girls the
chance to achieve their
full potential.
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Easter Sunday
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: Lent’s journey has brought us to a place of joy and gladness.
All:

Alleluia, Christ has risen.

Reader: Lent’s questions have been answered by Easter’s overflowing
love and grace.
All:

Alleluia, Christ has risen.

Reader: The vision of God that was made manifest
in the ministry of Jesus will not be defeated.
All:

Alleluia, Christ has risen.

Reader: God invites us this day to new life in Christ,
and to be alive to the new possibilities of God’s kingdom.
All:

Alleluia, Christ has risen.

Reader: Let us pray.
God of perseverance and passion,
your fidelity and grace are beyond measure.
With joy we gather to celebrate the promise of the empty tomb.
With thanksgiving we acknowledge that you have brought us
safely through the night and along the journey.
Let our joy spill into praise and let our praise spill into lives
that testify to your promises.
All:

Filled with the power of the resurrection,
we commit our lives to the Christ vision of generosity and grace.
Filled by the power of the resurrection,
we commit our congregations to the Christ vision of courage and love.
Filled by the power of the resurrection,
we continue to follow along the Christ path. Amen.
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Christ is Risen!
Every day that we respond to the poor, the hungry and the
displaced, we discover God’s resurrecting power. The poor are
raised up, the vulnerable are cared for and the sick are healed.
Inspired by God’s promise of abundant life and rooted in the living hope
of Jesus Christ, our church responds to the call to serve those in need
with compassion, justice and love. Through PWS&D, we are working in
some of the most vulnerable communities in our global village to restore
human dignity, ease the pain of want and promote community
cooperation that benefits all.
Thanks to your support and faith in action, we are creating positive
change. In a world filled with need, we are responding with medical care,
sanitation services and emergency relief. We are responding with
educational opportunities, sustainable agriculture practices and skills
training. Together,
we are promoting
human rights and
supporting refugees.
Faithful to our
calling, we respond
together.

This Easter,
please support
PWS&D.
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