First Sunday in Advent:

Hope

Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: “Come down, O Lord,
tear open the heavens and come down.”
Unison: We wait.
We wait in hope.
We wait for God to be revealed.
We wait for God to tear open the heavens and come down.
Reader: From ages past
no ear has heard,
no eye has seen,
any power besides God who
works for the reconciliation
of the whole world.
All:

And so we wait with hope,
for God to come down.

(Light the candle of hope.)
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Food Rations Bring Hope
in Ethiopia

“I have sold all my chickens, sheep and goats to buy grain from the
market. Now everything is gone and I’m left with empty hands.”
Widespread drought across Africa caused by an especially severe
occurrence of El Niño left Fitalle Boru of Ethiopia with nothing.
Since her crops failed, the young mother of three was forced to sell
her livestock and other belongings to buy food. But it wasn’t enough.
Soon, she was out of ways to feed her family and dreaded what would
come next.
Presbyterian World Service & Development responded with partners
through Canadian Foodgrains Bank to provide food rations to over
40,000 people in Ethiopia. Fitalle and her neighbours received vegetable
oil, maize and pulses to meet their daily food requirements.
For Fitalle, the assistance was a true answer to her prayers, sustaining
her family and bringing them hope until they could plant again.
This Advent season, help ensure families enduring the effects of an
uncertain climate have
access to nutritious
food and the resources
to recover.
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Second Sunday in Advent:

Peace

Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: “Come down, O Lord,
tear open the heavens and come down.”
Unison: We wait.
We wait in peace.
We wait hearing the voices
of those who call for peace in the world.
Reader: Comfort, O comfort your people
and reveal your glory.
All:

We pray for peace
and wait for God to come down.

(Light the candle of peace.)
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Compassion in an Uprooted World

After escaping bitter violence in war-torn Syria, Zakaria, Fatima and their
four children were relieved to settle in Lebanon.
But their new neighbourhood — a sea of corrugated metal shelters
among crowded apartment buildings — felt far from home.
Zakaria was unable to find employment and his family could afford only
one meal per day.
Fortunately, with support from Presbyterian World Service & Development
and its partners at Canadian Foodgrains Bank, they started receiving
food vouchers, allowing them to purchase groceries at local stores while
saving money for living expenses.
Around the same time, Zakaria found a job.
Determined to assist other refugees, he visited the food distribution
office and announced that since he had found employment, his family —
though still qualifying for vouchers — should no longer receive them and
that they should go to others in greater need.
The distribution officers were touched by Zakaria’s compassion, even in
the face of conflict and injustice.
This Advent, help refugees
uprooted by war find peace and
support to rebuild their lives
with dignity.
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Third Sunday in Advent:

Joy

Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: “Come down, O Lord,
tear open the heavens and come down.”
Unison: We wait.
We wait with joy.
We wait for you to show your glory.
We wait to hear the good news
of liberty and release for the captives and the prisoners,
the oppressed and the brokenhearted.
Reader: Let us rejoice in the Lord,
and with our whole beings praise God.
All:

We rejoice as we wait for God to come down.

(Light the candle of joy.)
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“The community is happy with
this program!”

“There’s a real change. Women are reporting to hospitals early in the
event of complications. There are fewer infant deaths. The community
is happy with this program!”
Prospering Chapeta, a midwife from Malawi, shares how Presbyterian
World Service & Development’s maternal, newborn and child health
program has made lasting improvements to the health and well-being
of vulnerable women and children in her community.
PWS&D is excited to continue impacting the lives of mothers and babies
in Malawi and Afghanistan in a $4.1-million initiative with support from
the Government of Canada.
PWS&D’s maternal health program
will build the skills of healthcare
workers, ensure facilities have the
necessary tools, and increase
demand for these services. PWS&D
will also focus on empowering
women and adolescent girls to
make decisions for their own and
their children’s health.
This Advent season, help ensure
new mothers and their babies have
the chance to lead a life of health,
happiness and vitality.
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Fourth Sunday in Advent:

Love

Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: “Come down, O Lord,
tear open the heavens and come down.”
Unison: We wait.
We wait with love in our hearts.
We wait with Mary whose loving spirit rejoices in you, O God.
We wait for God’s love to descend upon us and
lift up the lowly and fill the hungry with good things.
Reader: Let us worship the Lord,
and rejoice in God our Saviour,
who has looked with favour on us.
All:

We wait in love, for God to come down.

(Light the candle of love.)
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Four Mothers Find Strength
in Partnership

Despite being different ages and coming from different families,
Simiona, Santa, Isaura and Leona share an important similarity: they are
mothers, striving to provide their families with a better quality of life.
But like many indigenous women in Guatemala, they are limited by the
persistent cycle of poverty fuelled by a long history of discrimination and
inequality. Unable to pay school fees for their children, they feared the
cycle would endure.
A local Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported group is
helping reverse the situation by providing women with small loans and
training in agriculture, nutrition and small business development.
Through the program, Simiona, Santa, Isaura and Leona developed
the skills and confidence to build their livelihoods and break free
from poverty. They are proudly sending their children to school and
preparing new varieties of
nutritious food.
These four mothers share
one other similarity: they are
inspiring future generations
of women to create positive
change.
This Advent, help support
indigenous women in
Guatemala as they create
brighter futures for
themselves and their families.
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The Christ Candle
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

Reader: “Come down, O Lord,
tear open the heavens and come down.”
Unison: We have waited.
We have waited with hope.
We have waited, calling for peace.
We have waited in joyful expectation.
We have waited with love in our hearts.
Our waiting is now over.
Reader: “The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light,
For a child has been born,
authority rests on Christ’s shoulders.
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
All:

And so we wait no longer!
We break into joyful singing,
for we see God’s salvation
and rejoice in the peace
and good news that has come
into this world.
We have waited for Christ our Lord.
And we wait no longer.

(Light the Christ candle.)
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Christ is Born!
Even in the face of poverty, injustice and disaster,
hope finds a way.
For almost 70 years, our church has been responding with Presbyterian
World Service & Development to God’s call to serve those in need.
Together with our partners, we are making a positive difference in our
global village.
Inspired by God’s promise of abundant life, we are responding to hunger,
poverty, injustice and disaster. We are responding to God’s call to care
for the poor, sick and vulnerable. Working together, we are helping
restore human dignity, ease the pain of want and promote community
cooperation that benefits all. As an expression of Christ’s hope, peace,
joy and love, we are working towards a sustainable, compassionate
and just world.
As we celebrate the
birth of Christ, let us
continue to remember
our sisters and
brothers around the
world. Without you,
none of this would
be possible. This
Christmas, please
support PWS&D.
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