Faithful to our calling,
we respond together.
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“I came that they may have life,
and have it abundantly.” John 10:10

A Benefit Concert for Nepal
Knox Presbyterian Church in Ottawa, ON, hosted a benefit concert featuring
the musical talents of local university students in support of PWS&D’s Nepal
Earthquake fund. The concert raised over $1,200 toward relief efforts in Nepal.

Garden Party Got Your Goat?

Presbyterian World Service & Development’s
work is driven by God’s promise of
abundant life.
From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus focused on
bringing new life to the most vulnerable. In Luke 4:18-19,
Jesus shares how “the Spirit of the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor… proclaim release to the
captives… to let the oppressed go free.”
With generous gifts from Presbyterians across the country,
the commitment of our partners around the world, and
by the work and faithfulness of staff at PWS&D, we are
privileged to participate in development, relief and
refugee work.
With each child born healthy, each family taught to
effectively grow their own food, and each refugee family
safely arrived in Canada, we witness God’s Spirit enabling
abundant life to be experienced—one person at a time.
Thank you for your faithful support!
Lara Scholey
Convener, PWS&D Committee

At their 150th anniversary garden party celebration, St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church in Nanaimo, BC, held a hotdog sale, with funds going
towards purchasing a goat. “Enough funds were raised to purchase eight
goats!” shares Leslie Smith, chair of the anniversary committee.

Draw the Circle Wide
Knox Presbyterian Church in Waterloo, ON, hosted an afternoon of musical
performances, prayer and fellowship to raise funds for Syrian refugees.
A choir performed songs originating from Palestine, Nigeria and Argentina,
illustrating the theme—draw the circle wide—as a way to embrace our
brothers and sisters across the globe.

Loose Change for Positive Change
The children at St. Giles Presbyterian Church in St. Catharines, ON, took the Power of 50,000 Sunday
School Challenge and collected loose change to support vulnerable families in Malawi. “Through their
efforts this summer, we raised $107.92,” Lisa Schmauder, Christian education facilitator at St. Giles, shares.
“That’s a lot of change!”

Presbyterians in Action
Sometimes we wonder if our actions and gestures—big or small—really have an impact in a world filled with
need. In response to God’s call to act, Presbyterians are making a difference. Thank you for all you do!
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In South Sudan, 11,000 people
received food vouchers to cope
with food shortages in the
wake of civil conflict.
After a cyclone struck the island
nation of Vanuatu, 1,000 families
received food, shelter, and water
and sanitation support.
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Development
In 2015, PWS&D supported work on our priority development
themes—food security, health, livelihoods and human rights—
in 16 countries.

Food security
Communities are learning innovative and
sustainable agricultural practices to increase
crop yields, improve nutrition and build resilience
to environmental changes.
In Nicaragua, many farmers have been affected
by drought for the last three years—impacting
their incomes and overall health. Marlene Acuna
Obregon has learned many things, including
how important breastfeeding is for her baby’s
health, as well as how to cook locally available
foods that improve and diversify her family’s
diet. PWS&D-supported community volunteers
are training others on the importance of
diversifying diets, choosing nutritious foods,
cultivating household gardens, and about the
benefits of exclusive breastfeeding for child
development.

Health
By ensuring mothers and their children
receive medical care, caring for people
affected by HIV, and providing basic access
to water and sanitation, families and
communities are growing healthier.
Torrius Sichinga’s life has changed a great
deal since a rehabilitated borehole allowed
clean water to flow in her community in
Malawi. Her children were frequently sick
because of waterborne illness and she spent
hours every day fetching water. Through the
water and sanitation project in her village,
Torrius now has ready access to clean water
and a latrine, but has also learned about
the link between poor sanitation and poor
health. Torrius committed her family to new
hygiene practices and her children are no
longer getting sick.

Livelihoods
Families are empowered
through education, skills training
and small business development.
When one person becomes selfreliant, they are able to shape
their own future and lift up others.
Madina is the first girl in her
family to be enrolled in school—
the 17-year-old had to fight the
cultural barriers that said that
education wasn’t good for girls.
Through a PWS&D-supported
girls education project in
Afghanistan, Madina learned
about human rights and child rights, leadership, and democracy, which encouraged
her “to think differently and to take part socially and politically in civil society.”
She has passed this knowledge along to her sisters and brother, as well as her
parents—leaving them very proud of what she has learned at school. With her
education, Madina will contribute to building a stronger and safer country.

Human rights
Injustices are confronted through a commitment to promoting human rights. PWS&D partners promote and protect the rights of
women, children, workers, subsistence farmers, persons with disabilities, and refugees.
PWS&D support for KAIROS’ Women of Courage program in Colombia, South Sudan, Palestine and the Democratic Republic of Congo
empowers women to be catalysts for change as they exercise leadership in human rights and peacebuilding. Women are key actors in the
struggle for ecological justice, organizing their communities to address resource extraction and climate change. Lilia Solano, from Colombia,
shares that this support allows women, who are often victims of threats and death, to “continue to work for land, life and dignity.”

Changing climate conditions, natural disasters and the
disturbing trend of long-term deadly conflict uprooting
countless people mean many are in need of humanitarian aid.
Immediate and long-term relief ensures vulnerable people and
refugees have access to food, shelter and medical attention, and are
able to recover from loss and trauma.
After a massive earthquake caused devastation in Nepal, Presbyterians
generously responded. Gifts totalling $523,911 allowed PWS&D—
responding with members of the ACT Alliance—to assist over 220,000
people and provide shelter, clean water and sanitation facilities,
emergency food and non-food items, as well as psychosocial support.
After five years of civil war, PWS&D continued responding to the
urgent humanitarian crisis in Syria. In 2015, PWS&D—through
Canadian Foodgrains Bank—provided food vouchers for 1,933
refugees in Lebanon and food aid for 1,285 families displaced within
Syria. PWS&D also supported Syrian refugees in Jordan through
the ACT Alliance.
Many emergencies don’t make news headlines, but the needs are no
less real and the impacts on families are equally devastating. Called to
respond to these disasters as well, PWS&D provided emergency relief
for people affected by devastating floods in Malawi and Pakistan,
and food assistance to families affected by drought in Guatemala
and Pakistan.

Relief

Thanks to our partners at Canadian Foodgrains Bank and
ACT Alliance, PWS&D is able to greatly expand our reach and
coverage in response to emergency situations. These relationships
increase our impact and allow us to respond quickly—maximizing
Presbyterian support to benefit more people in need.

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”
Matthew 25:35

Refugees
PWS&D’s refugee ministry is a response to Christ’s call to serve and
defend the vulnerable and persecuted. On behalf of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada, PWS&D works with and supports Presbyterian
congregations to sponsor refugees.
The number of people displaced by conflict and persecution in the world
rose to a total of 60 million people in 2015—with an ever-growing Syrian
refugee population. Presbyterians from across the country showed an
overwhelming interest in sponsoring both Syrian and non-Syrian
refugees.
In 2015, PWS&D provided accompaniment to congregations managing 57
refugee sponsorships from Burma (Myanmar), Burundi, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Eritrea, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Somalia, South Sudan,
Syria and Venezuela, with many more applications pending.
Between September and December last year, over 120 presbyteries and
congregations interested in sponsorship contacted PWS&D. By the end
of the year, 19 applications to sponsor Syrian refugees had been filed.
We thank the many congregations, presbyteries and groups who have
shown such a passionate commitment to helping refugees settle
peacefully in Canada.

Where our resources went
Disaster, relief and rehabilitation
Overseas development projects
Relief and development programs support
Government supported programs
Memberships, partnerships and coalitions
Resources, communication, promotion and grants
Administration

Where our resources came from
Undesignated contributions
Designated bequests
Transferred from Loaves & Fishes Fund
Designated contributions (excluding relief)
Designated relief
Government funds from
Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development (DFATD)
Government of the Province of Saskatchewan
Government of the Province of Manitoba
Other income – interest
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$
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$

1,306,190
145
304,388
365,085
1,266,420

1,518,814
262
282,030
408,803
342,869

209,030
21,388
11,877
34,728

434,061
24,918
12,271
35,073

3,519,251

3,059,101
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$

1,123,862
967,583
545,392
205,240
153,401
135,970
171,800

714,028
829,038
478,280
835,126
157,204
165,895
251,652

3,303,248

3,431,223

For complete audited statements, visit WeRespond.ca/financial-statements.

In 2015, PWS&D led projects at Canadian Foodgrains Bank for a
total value of $3,036,097. This included $325,363 of PWS&D funds
and was achieved with contributions from other CFGB members
(United Church, Nazarene Compassionate Ministries, Primate’s
World Relief and Development Fund) and with matching funds
from the Government of Canada. These funds are not reflected
in PWS&D’s statement of revenues and expenditures.

With generous support from the Government of Canada

Your faithfulness enables the life-changing
work of PWS&D! There are many ways you
can provide sustaining, long-term support.
n
n
n
n
n
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Become a monthly donor and ensure our partners
can rely on your regular and consistent support
Become an Advocate to promote the work of
PWS&D in your church, school or local community
Request a PWS&D speaker for a Sunday service,
group meeting or youth gathering
Use PWS&D resources to understand the challenges
facing vulnerable communities
Designate your support for PWS&D through
offerings at your local congregation
Make a planned gift to PWS&D’s Loaves
& Fishes Fund

50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7
1-800-619-7301 ext. 291

WeRespond.ca
Photo credit: PWS&D, Paul Jeffrey, CWS, CFGB and ACT Alliance

