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Finding Home
N
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O ONE IS A REFUGEE BY CHOICE. REFUGEES AND

internally displaced people are forced to flee their homes
out of fear for their lives and liberty. Many live in crowded
camps, waiting for peace and an opportunity to return
home. Some can return after a few weeks while others spend their entire
lifetime hoping for the chance to rebuild their lives with dignity.

“Our home used to be paradise”
With the devastating surge in the number of refugees around the
world, more and more are searching for home. After five years of brutal
violence in Syria, millions of fearful residents have fled. Nisreen and her
husband Ahmad are two such people.
Nisreen and Ahmad remember that “our home used to be paradise”
before the conflict.
At their former home, they would host large barbeques for family
and friends. Their children laughed and played in the garden courtyard.
Now they live in a one-room apartment in Lebanon—that they share
with 10 other family members—where they fled for safety after violence
in their town escalated.
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Their cherished home and the life they
knew have been torn apart by war.
It has not been easy adjusting to their
new life in Lebanon. Instead of a garden
courtyard, the children play inside on a
stack of thin mattresses. They no longer
have a barbeque to cook meals, but a small
stove with one working burner.
Everything that Ahmad earns goes toward
rent, leaving the couple worried about
buying food and clothes for their children.

homes. Food vouchers, distributed by
local partners, allow families to shop for
groceries at local stores and prepare homecooked meals—preserving dignity and
creating a sense of home.
While this isn’t the paradise they
remember, in the shelter of their
apartment—over meals of rice and lentils
purchased with the vouchers—Nisreen,
Ahmad and their children have found safety
and a place to call home.

A Sense of Home

Providing Support
for Refugees Overseas

In response, Presbyterian World Service
& Development, with our partners at
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, are helping
families like Nisreen’s who have fled their
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PWS&D’s refugee ministry is a response to
Christ’s call to serve and defend those who
are vulnerable and persecuted. Fleeing
your home and living in a makeshift or
temporary shelter can be a very daunting
experience.
PWS&D supports refugees and
displaced people through the provision
of food, clean water, shelter, education,
income-generating opportunities and
emotional support. PWS&D helps to supply
emergency kits containing critical items
such as clothing, cooking pots, blankets,
shelter materials and mosquito nets.
When a situation stabilizes and refugees
are able to return home, PWS&D partners
work to rebuild lives by providing housing,
education, seeds and tools, and access to
clean water.

In 2015, generous support from
Presbyterian congregations and
individuals allowed PWS&D to respond
to those who fled or have been
displaced due to violent conflict through
our partners at Canadian Foodgrains
Bank (CFGB) and ACT Alliance.

• Over 11,000 people displaced by violent
conflict and suﬀering food shortages in
South Sudan received vouchers that allowed
them to buy food (CFGB)
• In refugee camps, essential non-food
items—including water, hygiene supplies,
shelter and clothing—as well as medical,
educational and psychosocial support are
being provided to Syrian refugees (ACT)
• Using a voucher system, 11,000 refugees
in Lebanon are able to use local markets
and make their own food choices—
increasing access to food and providing a
sense of dignity and normalcy (CFGB)
• Food assistance is preserving the health and
food security of 6,000 families who have been
internally displaced within Syria (CFGB)
• In Iraq, PWS&D contributed to a
response helping families access food and
water, as well as health and hygiene kits to
improve sanitation (ACT)

Who is a Refugee?

International law defines refugees as
people who are unable or unwilling to
return to their countries because of a
well-founded fear of persecution based
on their race, religion, nationality, political
opinion or because they belong to a
particular social group. The United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees reports
there are 59.5 million refugees and
displaced people around the world. What
international law does not describe is the
sheer courage and hope characterizing
most refugees, wherever they are.

REFUGEES BY THE NUMBERS…
20 million refugees worldwide
Developing countries host 86% of the world’s refugees
51% of all refugees are under 18 years old
Almost 1 in every 4 refugees is Syrian—with 95% located
There are almost

in surrounding countries

The UNHCR reports over four million refugees in Africa
in 2015—three of the top five source countries for refugees are
African
Over 38 million people are displaced in their own country
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New Land, New Life, New Hope
PRESBYTERIANS WELCOME REFUGEES TO CANADA

T

A GIFT of HOPE

he Presbyterian Church in
Canada—as a sponsorship
agreement holder with the
Government of Canada—works with
Presbyterian congregations to sponsor
refugees and support them as they build
safe and dignified lives in Canada.
Last year, Presbyterians across Canada
demonstrated overwhelming support
for refugees. At year-end, PWS&D was
administering 57 refugee sponsorships,
with many more applications pending.
As the year progressed, and popular
awareness of the urgent plight of Syrian
refugees grew, so too did the church’s
desire to give families a safe home.
Between September and December
last year, over 120 presbyteries and
congregations interested in sponsorship
contacted PWS&D. By the end of the year,
19 applications to sponsor Syrian refugees
had been filed.

For sponsors who had prepared
many months for arrivals, December 10,
2015 was a day of great joy and relief.
Two families—one co-sponsored by
the Presbytery of Pickering and Life in
Christ Ministry, the other sponsored by
a group of churches led by St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church (Humber Heights)—
arrived in Toronto aboard the first
Canadian military aircraft bringing Syrian
refugees to a new life in Canada.
Another Syrian family, sponsored by
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in StLambert and seven other churches with
support from Action Réfugiés Montréal,
also arrived in Canada last December.
PWS&D is extremely thankful to the
over 90 congregations, groups and
presbyteries involved in sponsorships
over the last two years. Your compassion
and commitment means refugees have
the chance to create peaceful lives.

PLEASE RESPOND

with us to the ongoing plight of
those who have been forced to
flee their homes and find shelter
elsewhere.
• For only $300, PWS&D is able
to provide food vouchers for a
family in Lebanon for one year.
Through matching funds from
the Canadian government at
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, a gift
of $60 is matched at a rate of 4:1,
allowing for one year of support.
Your gifts to PWS&D’s Syria
response will assist even more
families in 2016.
• The Be a Peacemaker campaign
provides support specifically to
those who have been displaced
due to violent conflict.
• The van Mossel Refugee
Support Fund helps PWS&D work
with refugees, both in Canada and
internationally.

Presbyterian World Service & Development
The development and relief agency of The Presbyterian Church in Canada

For more information or to
make a donation, contact:
Presbyterian World
Service & Development
50 Wynford Drive,
Toronto, ON M3C 1J7
For questions, comments
or to unsubscribe:
1-800-619-7301 ext. 291
pwsd@presbyterian.ca
WeRespond.ca

I would like to make monthly
contributions using my credit card
for $_______ /month.
Enclosed is my one-time donation to
PWS&D for: $_______
I would like to subscribe to the monthly
e-newsletter FREE

Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or
provide the following credit card information.
Visa

Mastercard

Credit card #:
Expiry date: ___ /___

CVV#: ________

Name on card:
Signature:

NAME:

Phone #:

ADDRESS:

Donate online at WeRespond.ca
EMAIL:

Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $10 or more.

