Champions Pray
Prayer Guide - August 2021
Prayer is a powerful way to help people around the world who experience poverty
and persecution. The first Wednesday of each month, join with other Champions in
Champions Pray: an intentional time of bringing the work of PWS&D and the people
benefitting from the projects we support to God in prayer.

Champions Pray will resume meeting twice each month in September, following Labour Day weekend. If
you've only used the Champions Pray guide on your own, please consider joining us over Zoom at 7 pm
(Eastern) on September 8, or at 2 pm (Eastern) on September 9. Register here.

Opening Prayer

Lord, We Praise You...

Come all who are weary
of wealth, of poverty,
of power, of struggle, of division.

Praise God for families who are able to access food through
PWS&D programs in partnership with Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

Come all who are heavy-laden
with too much, with too little,
with anxiety, with fear, with anger.
Come all who have hope
for liberation, for peace, for freedom,
for the kingdom.
Hear these words
“See, I am making all things new”.
From "A Liturgy of Readings and Reflections on
Power and Transformation" by Rosie Venner.

“This Assistance has Brought Relief in my
Life”
Mohammad, a father of six, lost many work opportunities in
his hometown in Bamyan province, Afghanistan, when the
COVID-19 pandemic began. As the sole breadwinner, he was
forced to move his entire family to a new village in hopes of
finding employment.
Mohammad severely injured his knee during the journey.
Despite the physical pain, he now works small jobs, but they
are not enough to meet the needs of his family.

Local Congregations

Mohammad and his family were one of the 1,100 households
that received support from PWS&D's recently concluded
project in Afghanistan. This project, through Canadian
Foodgrains Bank, distributed five monthly cash allowances to
vulnerable households to purchase much-needed food and
essential items.

Every month we will feature three congregations to
pray for. Pray for the minister, Champion and
congregation at:

Reflecting on the support he and his family received,
Mohammad expresses his gratitude, “I am grateful to be part
of the project. This assistance has brought relief in my life.”

•Summerside Presbyterian Church, Summerside, PE
•St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Victoria, BC
•Knox Presbyterian Church, Acton, ON

To learn more, visit WeRespond.ca/this-assistance-hasbrought-relief-in-my-life/.

Scripture Reading
Ephesians 3:16-21

Lord, We Ask...
All-knowing God, we pray for
those around the world facing
medical conditions they or
their doctors do not
understand. We pray that You
would bring answers and
treatments quickly, so that
they be restored to full health
and participation in their
communities.
Choose a country from the
map where PWS&D engages
in development work and
offer up the following prayer
for the people there.
We pray for the poor, hungry, and neglected
in
,
that their cries for daily bread may inspire
works of compassion and mercy
among those to whom much has been given.
We pray for the farmers
with limited or marginal land in
,
for those who lack access to water and other resources,
and for the light of research and support services
to shine in the lives of all God’s people.
We pray for an end to pandemic disease
in
,
particularly those exacerbated
by lack of nutritious food and outright hunger;
that plagues of death may no longer fuel poverty,
destabilize nations, and inhibit reconciliation
and restoration throughout the world.
We pray for an end
to the waste and desecration of God’s creation,
for access to the fruits of creation
to be shared equally among all people,
and for communities and nations
to find sustenance in the fruits of the earth
and the water God has given us.
We pray for all nations and people
who already enjoy the abundance of creation
and the blessings of prosperity,
that their hearts may be lifted up
to the needs of the poor and afflicted,
and partnerships between rich and poor
for the reconciliation of the world
may flourish and grow.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Adapted from Canadian Foodgrains Bank
(foodgrainsbank.ca/resources).
Amen.

Meditation
Spend some time in silence, contemplating
anything God might want to communicate to
you.

Closing Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven
Hallowed be your name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
On Earth as it is in Heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from the evil one
For thine is the kingdom
The power and the glory
Forever and ever, Amen.

Thank you for participating in Champions Pray.
Your efforts are helping to bring about a more
sustainable, compassionate and just world.
Please contact eclarke@presbyterian.ca if you
have any questions or would like a request
included on next month’s prayer list.
For more worship resources, visit
WeRespond.ca/resources.

