2020 Impact Report

Faithful
to our calling,
we respond together.

In 2020, PWS&D and our partners undertook 46 projects in 22 countries.

22 long-term development projects

24 emergency relief projects

231,683 women, men and children participated in health,
food security, livelihoods and human rights projects

51,268 people received food, water and sanitation,
and other emergency relief

Our Approach
The ministry of PWS&D is rooted in the living hope of Jesus Christ and inspired by God’s promise
of abundant life. It is an integral part of the ministry of The Presbyterian Church in Canada.
In a world with too much poverty, injustice and oppression, we are committed to service with
churches and organizations seeking sustainable transformation of their communities, upholding
compassion, justice, and partnership.
With the generous support of Presbyterians from across Canada, we undertake development,
emergency relief and refugee activities that restore human dignity, respond to basic needs,
promote self-help and encourage community cooperation that benefits all.

Message from the Director

Sustainable Development
With local partners around the world,
PWS&D works to address the root causes
of poverty and create new futures of hope
and opportunity in communities through
food security, health, livelihoods and
human rights projects.

We live in ever-changing times and 2020 showed us clearly that we are able to face new challenges as a
community of God’s children, sharing in the abundance of creation.
In the midst of these new challenges, we are filled with gratitude.
We are thankful for our partners who reached out to those in need of support and kept us abreast of the
changing needs at the grassroots. Last year, our partners helped us to provide critical food assistance in
Afghanistan and Yemen, life-saving therapeutic nutrition to children in Haiti, economic empowerment and
agricultural support in Guatemala and Malawi, and health education and services in India, Nepal, Malawi
and Afghanistan.

Emergency Relief

In the midst of the pandemic, partners’ activities had to shift and adapt but they did not stop, despite the
challenges. We celebrate and give thanks for the persistent determination of field workers and countless
community volunteers who work tirelessly to improve overall living conditions in their communities.
We are grateful for the support of the Canadian government in our response to the Lebanon explosions,
which allowed us to access matching funds through Canadian Foodgrains Bank. With the help of Global
Affairs Canada, we also completed eight years of impactful maternal and child health programming in
Afghanistan and Malawi.

In the aftermath of disasters and in
response to conflict, immediate and
sustained relief means affected people
have access to food, shelter and medical
attention, enabling recovery from
economic loss and emotional trauma.

Finally, we are deeply grateful for your faithful support. More than ever before, we have been called to
love our neighbor. In the past year, Presbyterians have shown this love by contributing to the work of
PWS&D. In 2020, local congregations, individuals and legacy donors provided PWS&D with an increasingly
solid base to respond to the world’s needs. Together, we bring about a more sustainable, compassionate
and just world. With your support, we are able to change lives in more ways than we could imagine.

Refugee Sponsorship

Guy Smagghe, Director

PWS&D supports groups engaged in
refugee sponsorship in Canada and
advocates for refugee rights around the
world. As a result, refugees and displaced
people are able to safely rebuild their
lives, without fear of persecution.

Visit WeRespond.ca to see more of the stories of
transformation that you’ve helped make possible.
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WHERE WE WORKED

Nepal

Bahamas
In the aftermath of Hurricane Dorian, 2,190 vulnerable
Haitian migrants in the Bahamas were educated on
their rights and how to access critical services.

Lebanon Syria 2
3
Palestine/Israel
2

DRC
Bahamas
1

Guatemala
2

Honduras 1

In the DRC, 1,205 displaced people and
host households received food, seeds,
agricultural tools and training to
improve food security and production.

Afghanistan
3

Nepal 2

Haiti 2

Bangladesh

Yemen
1

Nicaragua
4
South
Sudan 3

Colombia
1

Ghana
2

Bangladesh
1

India
1

Democratic
Republic of
the Congo
Burundi
2
1

Cash vouchers and
water and sanitation
support reached 1,200
Rohingya refugees in
camps in Bangladesh.

Somalia
2

Malawi
In Malawi, 162,992 women, men, girls and boys
received support through health, livelihoods, food
security, human rights and emergency projects.

Malawi 8
Lebanon

Zimbabwe 1
n Development
n Development & Relief
n Relief
# indicates the number of
projects in each country
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Philippines
1

DEVELOPMENT
Adapting for a
Global Pandemic
In March 2020, PWS&D
began adapting our work
with partners to face
emerging needs due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
In our food security,
health, livelihoods and
human rights projects,
we moved quickly to
provide pandemic
support to those
affected by lockdowns
and to ensure progress
made to ending poverty
was not lost.

Food Security
In 2020, PWS&D supported food security projects
which benefited 8,376 people in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Malawi and Nicaragua.

Health

PWS&D’s focus on food security helps people lead healthy and active
lives by improving their access to food today and for the future.
These projects became even more important in 2020, when so many
people faced worsening food insecurity because of COVID-19.

PWS&D health projects provided essential services and support to 173,439
people in Afghanistan, Ghana, Haiti, India, Malawi, Nepal and Nicaragua in 2020.
In 2020, we completed the final year of our maternal and child health project in Malawi and
Afghanistan. Support from the Government of Canada means funds were matched 4:1 over
the four-year life of the project, which greatly expanded its reach.

Memory Nthakoma, a 33-year-old farmer in Malawi, had witnessed
the devastating effects of climate change on her crops for years—
inconsistent rain meant that crop production was drastically
reduced. She knew something had to change.

Program participants showed a strong knowledge of the importance of ante and postnatal
care, and hospital delivery, leading to lower maternal and infant mortality. In target areas,
maternal mortality rates declined by 96% in Afghanistan and 75% in Malawi.

Then Memory was introduced to conservation agriculture—a farming
method based on techniques that help improve soil fertility and
counteract the effects of climate change. While hesitant at first,
Memory took the risk after attending a workshop hosted by PWS&D’s
partner. “I was quite impressed with what I achieved, so I challenged
myself and said I would increase my conservation agriculture field
in the coming farming year.”

Education and awareness on gender equality and sexual reproductive health helped reshape
men’s attitudes, allowing more women to access health services. The knowledge and skills
women gained through the project will live on and continue to spread. Community leaders and
volunteers will continue to share knowledge on safe motherhood practices and provide a link
for young women to access health facilities. In Afghanistan, the Ministry of Health has now
taken over the operation of clinics established during the project.

Memory not only increased the amount of land she farms using
these new techniques but is also teaching others in her community
how to implement conservation agriculture. Food security has
increased for many in the community because more farmers are
now implementing conservation agriculture techniques, using
locally available materials.

Through the project, women and men have been empowered to take active roles in promoting
safe motherhood. Even though our role in the project has wrapped up, community ownership
ensures that the successes achieved in maternal, newborn and child health will continue far
into the future.

Maternal Health Impacts

Livelihoods

n The number of women
successfully delivering at a
health facility with a skilled birth
attendant increased from 17%
to 50% in Afghanistan.

PWS&D supported livelihoods projects in
Afghanistan, Ghana, Guatemala, India,
Malawi and Nepal which impacted 20,415 people in 2020.
Building sustainable livelihoods means that families are
empowered through education, skills training and small
business development. When one person becomes
self-reliant, they are able to shape their own future and
lift up others.

n In Afghanistan, 64 nurses,
midwives and community health
workers received comprehensive
health care training, with specific
emphasis on maternal health
services.

In Ghana, Halidu Dayuma spends his days managing a
prosperous business, where he teaches weaving and
dressmaking. When Halidu was just 13 years old, his
right leg was amputated, leaving him with a permanent
disability. While recovering, Halidu enrolled in PWS&Dsupported workshops that provided him with vocational
skills training in weaving, tailoring and dressmaking.

n In Malawi, the proportion of
women who adopted appropriate
infant feeding practices,
including exclusive breastfeeding,
increased from 47% to 89%.

After graduating, Halidu started his own business
teaching other students and has helped train 44
apprentices. “I owe the program a great deal of gratitude
for contributing positively to my life. I am who I am today
because of your generous work and love. God bless you.”

n Routine vaccination rates for
children under five rose from 69%
to 84% in Malawi.
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RELIEF

Human Rights
PWS&D supported human
rights projects in Afghanistan,
Ghana, Guatemala, India, Malawi, Nepal and
Nicaragua in 2020 that reached 29,453
people. In addition, PWS&D supported
KAIROS’ Women of Courage partners in
Colombia, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Israel/Palestine and South Sudan.

In 2020, COVID-19 was the issue that dominated people’s
lives around the world. Due to the coronavirus, it became
increasingly challenging to ensure that affected people
received immediate relief in the aftermath of a natural
disaster or violent conflict.
Despite these complicating factors, PWS&D worked to
ensure that people had access to food, shelter, water,
health services and psychosocial support in the
immediate term, allowing for recovery in the long-term.

Injustices are addressed through a shared
commitment to human rights, by promoting
and protecting the rights of women,
children, subsistence farmers, persons
with disabilities, and refugees.

Through the ACT Alliance, PWS&D responded quickly
to the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in 17 countries.
The COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund provided urgent,
life-saving relief and aid for prevention and
preparedness.

Meet Sadaf and Nargi

PWS&D provided designated support to ACT Alliance
COVID-19 responses in Somalia, Palestine/Israel,
South Sudan and Bangladesh, with a focus on food
security, water and sanitation, and livelihood support.

In Afghanistan, girls and young women are being
empowered to achieve leadership positions in their
communities. Sadaf and Nargi are two of 50 girls who
participated in a summer camp teaching about human
rights, leadership and democracy.

In Afghanistan, where many were already struggling
with food insecurity, unemployment and poverty due to
decades of ongoing conflict, PWS&D implemented a
large-scale food assistance project, with support from
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Monthly cash transfers were
provided to 1,100 of the most vulnerable households in
Bamyan province, allowing for the purchase of food
during the lean winter months.

Inspired to play leadership roles after attending the camp,
the teens joined their local community development
council. While they initially faced resistance, support and
advocacy from the project helped them become fully
integrated members. Sadaf and Nargi now have a platform
to voice the concerns shared by many girls and be part of
the decision-making process to address them.
Sadaf and Nargi’s example empowers other girls in their
community to challenge cultural beliefs that limit
education and rights for girls—paving the way for brighter
futures and more active participation for women in society.

PWS&D is proud to support the KAIROS
Women of Courage project. Rooted in the
understanding that in conflict and postconflict situations women are victimized
many times over, the project works to end
gender-based violence and increase the
participation of women in peacebuilding
processes. Support from the Government
of Canada means PWS&D funds contributed
to this project are matched 3:1.
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Beirut Explosions
When a series of massive explosions rocked the Port of
Beirut in Lebanon in August 2020, the world saw hundreds
of thousands become displaced. In a country already
struggling with COVID-19, a financial crisis and a large
Syrian refugee population, this disaster was unprecedented.
In response to PWS&D’s appeal, Presbyterians generously
contributed $164,132.
Support to two partners at ACT Alliance helped renovate
70 homes, while also providing employment in the
devastated area. Additionally, water and hygiene kits,
school kits and cash vouchers were distributed to
vulnerable households. Support was provided to small
businesses to help them get back on their feet.
With partners at Canadian Foodgrains Bank, 2,000 food
insecure households received vouchers to enable the
purchase of food. Livelihood support was also provided
to 28 small food businesses (bakers, restaurants and
grocery stores) to help reconstruct and improve access
to food in the affected area.

Hurricanes in Nicaragua

Conflict in Syria

In response to Hurricanes Eta and Iota,
PWS&D provided emergency relief to
several communities in Nicaragua. Seed
packages were distributed to 473 farmers
whose crops were destroyed, allowing
them to replant their crops and increase
food security. One hundred families
received materials to repair their homes.
Sanitation and hygiene items were also
distributed to help prevent the spread of
COVID-19.

After almost a decade of conflict in Syria, 2020 saw
continued need for those displaced within the country.
Through projects with partners at the Foodgrains Bank,
food assistance reached 7,400 households. Monthly
food baskets were distributed to the most vulnerable
in order to stabilize the lives of those displaced and
affected by the conflict.

Hunger in Yemen
In Yemen, life-saving food assistance was
provided to 2,256 households in response to
an ongoing humanitarian
crisis, exacerbated by
severe economic decline
and the collapse of
essential services.
Vouchers were provided
to allow local purchase of
food and to ensure that
families wouldn’t sell
household assets in an
effort to feed themselves.

PWS&D’s membership in Canadian Foodgrains
Bank and ACT Alliance allowed us to provide
necessary interventions in Afghanistan,
Bahamas, Bangladesh, Burundi, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Honduras, Lebanon,
Nicaragua, Malawi, Palestine, Philippines,
Somalia, South Sudan, Syria, Yemen and
Zimbabwe. These projects provided life-saving
emergency support to 51,268 people in 2020.
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REFUGEES

CHAMPIONS FOR CHANGE!
PWS&D’s refugee ministry is a response
to Christ’s call to serve and defend the
vulnerable and persecuted.

PWS&D’s Champions’ Network is a growing community of volunteers from across Canada who engage their
congregations in the work of PWS&D. In 2020, when many church buildings were closed, they mobilized to
connect with congregants—sharing resources and updates from PWS&D and encouraging continued support.

On behalf of The Presbyterian Church in
Canada, PWS&D staff guide sponsors
through the application process—
providing information and support, as
well as referrals to training and locally
available resources.

Events, including Champions Pray (a monthly prayer gathering) and the Gather2Grow conference, provided opportunities
to enrich and equip Champions in 2020. Rev. Anita Van Nest, the minister and PWS&D Champion at Stamford PC in Niagara
Falls, Ontario shares, “The prayer group for PWS&D Champions is a big personal support to me in this time of isolation.”
Throughout the year, as one Champion commented, being part of the network helped people feel supported in their passion
to advocate for a more sustainable, compassionate and just world: “It makes me feel like a part of a larger whole of support
and compassion,” shared Mary Corry, co-Champion at St. Andrew’s PC in Kitchener, Ontario.

While the arrivals of sponsored refugees
have decreased since 2016, when they
reached a peak, the numbers remain high.
Requests to sponsor continue to exceed
both the quota allocated to the
Presbyterian Church by the Canadian
government and the church’s capacity
to provide support to sponsoring groups.
Increased administrative requirements
from the government make the
sponsorship process much more onerous,
making it increasingly difficult to increase
the number of people sponsored.

PRESBYTERIANS IN ACTION
While 2020 was a challenging year for all, individuals, groups and congregations across Canada still
found ways to join together in support of PWS&D’s work.
The Sunday School of Toronto Formosan Presbyterian Church in Toronto, Ontario, embraced the spirit
of giving during Advent. Despite COVID-19 restrictions, the congregation raised $930 virtually for food
security projects from the Gifts of Change catalogue.

COVID-19 has only exacerbated the
situation—with refugee arrivals to Canada
on hold for the majority of the year. Even
once arrivals began again, resettlement
numbers were down significantly over
previous years and experts worry that it
will take years to work through the backlog
created by the pandemic. During the year,
23 sponsored people arrived in Canada.

For the congregation of St. Andrew’s-Chalmers Presbyterian
Church in Uxbridge, Ontario the COVID-19 pandemic was a call to
action. “We saw the size of the problem, so we decided to go big
or go home,” said John Beattie, a session member who was
involved in the decision. In response, the congregation donated
$100,000 toward COVID-19 relief projects.
For the fifth year, PWS&D supporters from across Canada laced
up their shoes and hopped on their bikes to participate in the
Ride for Refuge. While the Ride looked different because large
groups were unable to gather, it didn’t
stop anyone from participating. In fact,
2020 was the most successful year
to date—raising over $28,000 for food
security programs around the world!

In 2020, refugees from Syria once again
made up the largest number of
sponsorship requests. PWS&D also
provided accompaniment to
congregations undertaking sponsorships
from the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Pakistan, Eritrea, Iraq, Ethiopia,
South Sudan and Somalia.

The moderator, Rev. Amanda Currie,
led the “Walk with the Moderator” team
in Regina, Saskatchewan. “Throughout
the walk day here in Regina, we
livestreamed PWS&D Mission Moments
from the gymnasium. Each one had a
speaker sharing about an aspect of the
ministry. It was a fun way to share with
folks who had sponsored us and with
others across the country who might
become future supporters of PWS&D.”

We thank the many congregations, presbyteries and groups
that have shown such a passionate commitment to helping
refugees settle peacefully in Canada. We are also grateful for
those who made additional financial contributions to PWS&D
to support the sponsorship program in 2020.

A Syrian refugee in Lebanon
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The Presbytery of
Edmonton-Lakeland
Ride for Refuge team

Toronto Formosan PC

For every dollar
PWS&D spent
in 2020*
n 89% Development and relief
programs (see chart below)

WHERE OUR RESOURCES
CAME FROM

n 5% Education and fundraising
n 6% Administration

2020

2019

Undesignated donations

1,221,315

1,347,628

Transferred from Loaves & Fishes Fund
Designated contributions (excluding relief)
Designated relief
Government funds from
Global Affairs Canada
Government of the Province of Manitoba
Income from Government (CEWS)
Other income — interest

760,520

569,935

256,108

324,629

390,178

447,999

261,305

953,463

9,377

—

40,119

—

3,429

11,547

2,942,351

3,655,201

WHERE OUR RESOURCES
WENT
Disaster, relief and rehabilitation
Development projects
Relief and development program support
Global Affairs Canada funded programs*
Memberships, partnerships and coalitions
Resources, communication, promotion and grants
Administration

2020

2019

528,388

568,262

941,145

862,173

433,539

395,028

191,710

1,284,892

42,561

58,559

238,323

262,649

201,994

227,069

2,577,660

3,658,632

*This chart represents the full value
of PWS&D programming in 2020—
including Government of Canada
matching funds through Canadian
Foodgrains Bank and KAIROS—
which are not reflected in the
financial statements.

Program
funds were
spent on:

In 2020, PWS&D led
projects at Canadian
Foodgrains Bank
valued at $1,275,154.
This included $277,597
of PWS&D funds,
matching funds from
the Government of
Canada and
contributions from
other CFGB members.
These funds are not
reflected in PWS&D’s
statement of revenues
and expenditures.

With generous support
from the Government
of Canada

*Government of Canada funds comprise 81% of Global Affairs Canada figures.

For full financial statements, visit WeRespond.ca/financial-statements.
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n
n
n
n
n

Health
Food security
Livelihoods

9%
10%
6%

Human rights

13%

Relief

62%

In Jesus’ hands, five loaves and
two fish became enough to feed a
multitude, with plenty remaining.
Inspired by the miracle of
multiplication, generous
donations to PWS&D’s legacy
fund—the Loaves & Fishes Fund—
multiply over a seven-year period.
With 1/7 of the gift used in the
year it is given, the remainder is
invested. Over the next six years,
a portion, including interest
generated and market valuation,
is provided to PWS&D, ensuring
consistent, predictable support
for our programs and operations.
In 2020, PWS&D received
$1,386,119 in legacy gifts.
We remain so grateful for
those who choose to include
PWS&D in their legacy planning.
To learn more, visit
WeRespond.ca/loaves-andfishes-fund.

Your faithfulness enables
the life-changing work
of PWS&D! There are
many ways you can provide
sustaining support.
n Pray for those who lack the
basic necessities, that they
may experience abundant life
n Be a Champion for PWS&D
in your church, school or
local community
n Consider making a legacy gift
to the Loaves & Fishes Fund
n Request a speaker for a
Sunday service, group
meeting or youth gathering
n Designate your support for
PWS&D through offerings
at your local congregation
n Become a monthly donor
and ensure PWS&D can
rely on your regular and
consistent support

Photo credit: PWS&D,
Paul Jeffrey, CWSA,
CFGB and ACT Alliance
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