World AIDS Day
December 1, 2019

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace…
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)
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For more than three decades, the global response to stop the spread of HIV
and support people living with AIDS has been unrelenting. Today, the result
of this effort is seen in the 23.3 million people who are accessing HIV
treatment. Since 2010, new HIV infections have declined by an estimated
16%, with infections in children declining by 41%.
Yet 37.9 million people still live with AIDS. Poverty and prejudice are
compounded for youth who can’t afford school fees and so miss out on
sexual and reproductive health education. Women and girls remain especially
vulnerable to HIV and its complications due to gender inequality—every week,
around 6,200 young women aged 15 to 24 become infected with HIV.
PWS&D’s youth clubs in Malawi are rallying community members to support
each other in the journey towards a world without AIDS. According to Lyton
Zgamo, who was persuaded by his friends in youth club to be tested for
HIV and stop the behaviours that put him at risk, these clubs can be the
difference between life and death: “My friends from youth club saved my
life—I joined them so that we can save many from such risky behaviours.”

Be a Person of Hope!
You can help your community understand and join the fight against AIDS.
Talk about HIV with family and friends. Advocate for treatment for all.
Support HIV and AIDS programs by raising support for PWS&D.
Donate online, through your church, by mailing a cheque to the PWS&D
office or by calling 1-800-619-7301 ext. 291.

50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 1J7
1-800-619-7301 ext. 291
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