Faithful
to our
calling,
we respond
together.
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“And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work.”
(2 Corinthians 9:8)
In 2018, Presbyterian World Service & Development was blessed by the faithfulness
and generosity of Presbyterians from coast to coast—allowing us to reach out to
places like South Sudan, Malawi, Syria, Haiti and many more, with life-saving
assistance and life-transforming support. PWS&D has witnessed both hope and
despair as we responded with countless others in our global community to address
poverty, hunger and oppression, as well as urgent humanitarian needs.
As we respond to the suffering of others, we help grow hope, justice and opportunity.
Farmers and their families in Haiti, Nicaragua and Pakistan learned innovative
farming practices to help cope with a changing climate and rise above hunger.
Maternal and child mortality rates continue to decrease in Malawi and Afghanistan.
Refugees have received support overseas and been welcomed to new homes in
Canada. Through all of this we are inspired by stories of transformation from
individuals, families and communities.
PWS&D works to be faithful stewards of the resources generously entrusted to us.
In 2018, PWS&D funded $5.6 million of programming thanks to matching funds from
the Canadian government, as well as through Canadian Foodgrains Bank and KAIROS.
Together we have enabled life-changing development and relief work around the
world, ensuring that women, men and children are able to achieve brighter, more
sustainable futures. Thank you for your faithful prayers and financial support!
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Visit WeRespond.ca to see more of the stories of
transformation that you’ve helped
make possible.
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Life-saving screening and
nutritional therapy benefited
2,278 children in Haiti.
In Israel, 650 asylum seekers
were supported with advocacy
to complete their asylum
applications and avoid
deportation.
In Syria, 7,400 families
displaced due to conflict were
provided with food assistance.

Cash vouchers were provided
to 1,280 crisis-affected families
in Somalia to address critical
food needs.
In Malawi, 390 mobile outreach
clinics provided antenatal care
services to pregnant women in
remote areas.
Health care was provided to
158 leprosy patients in Nepal.
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Development
Health
Food Security
PWS&D’s focus on food security is helping people lead healthy and active lives by
improving their access to food today and for the future.
In Malawi, Esther has a lot of responsibility—taking care of her three children and
elderly parents, all while farming two hectares of land.
Changing weather patterns and poor soil meant Esther’s crops weren’t yielding
enough to feed her family. Then she enrolled in a PWS&D-supported sustainable
agricultural project.
Implementing this new farming method, Esther has seen the benefits. Even with
unpredictable weather, she now grows almost all the food she needs to provide for
her family.
“Because of the project, my farm and my family are better off. When I have excess
food, I share with my neighbours,” she says. “But if they don’t need it, I sell the food
and am saving up to pay for school fees.”
In 2018, PWS&D supported food security projects in Cambodia, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Guatemala, Haiti, Malawi, Nicaragua, Pakistan and Rwanda.

Living in a remote village in
Afghanistan and pregnant with her
third child, Asma was worried about
delivering her baby far from a health
clinic and without medical care.
During Asma’s pregnancy, PWS&D
helped establish a new health centre
near her village. Shortly after, a
community health worker came to tell
her about the maternal care available
at the facility.
The health worker told Asma about
the importance of prenatal care. Asma was registered as a patient and scheduled for
regular appointments. With each visit to the clinic, Asma’s anxiety decreased.
Soon, Asma safely delivered her child. “The staff at the health facility helped so much,
resulting in the safe delivery of my beautiful daughter, “she says.
PWS&D’s maternal and child health project is making a significant difference in the lives
of women and children in Afghanistan and Malawi. With generous support from the
Government of Canada, almost 175,000 women, men, girls and boys will be impacted
over the life of the project.
In 2018, PWS&D supported health projects in Afghanistan, Malawi, Haiti, India and Nepal.

Livelihoods
Families are empowered through education, skills training and small business
development. When one person becomes self-reliant, they are able to shape their
own future and lift up others.
It is very rare for indigenous women in Guatemala to obtain work outside of the home,
so when Lucia’s husband died, Lucia struggled to afford basic necessities for her children.
Support from PWS&D is allowing Lucia and other vulnerable women
and men in her community to develop skills that
will allow them to earn incomes

and improve the well-being of
their families and ommunities.

Refugees

As a livestock promoter, Lucia
now provides quality care for
her own animals and those of
her neighbours. “What I used
to earn doing eight hours of
labour, I earn in less time and
I leave knowing my neighbour
is happy that their animal will
grow quickly and as a result,
be sold quickly,” says Lucia.
“PWS&D has given me an
opportunity for growth.”
In 2018, PWS&D supported
livelihoods projects in
Afghanistan, Ghana,
Guatemala, Malawi and
the Philippines.

Human Rights
Poonam was only 13 years old when she learned that her parents had arranged for
her to be married.
Early marriage takes away a girl’s right to a childhood, disrupts her schooling,
jeopardizes sexual health and puts her at risk of early pregnancy.
Then Poonam met Meera Devi. With support from PWS&D, Meera runs sessions for
adolescent girls in India to address issues of gender and sexual and reproductive
health rights.
Meera arranged to share with Poonam’s family about the negative impacts of the
upcoming marriage. Because of this, Poonam’s parents postponed the wedding,
realizing how important it is for their daughter to stay in school.

PWS&D’s refugee ministry is a response to Christ’s call to serve and defend the
vulnerable and persecuted.
On behalf of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, PWS&D staff guide sponsors
through the application process—providing information and support, as well as
referrals to training and locally available resources. Additionally, in 2018, PWS&D
hosted the FOLLOW ME conference to resource and equip those engaged in
refugee sponsorship.
While the arrivals of sponsored refugees have decreased since 2016—when they
reached a peak—the numbers are still much higher than prior to the Syrian refugee
crisis. Requests to sponsor continue to exceed the quota allocated by the Canadian
government. Increased administrative requirements from the government are also
having an impact.
In 2018, 35 new applications to sponsor 95 people were filed. During the year,
61 sponsored people arrived in Canada. In total, there were 152 active Presbyterian
sponsorships, representing 376 people.

Injustices are confronted through a commitment to promoting human rights.
PWS&D partners promote and protect the rights of women, children, subsistence
farmers, persons with disabilities, and refugees.

While the largest number of sponsorship applications continue to be for Syrian
refugees, PWS&D also provided accompaniment to congregations undertaking
sponsorships from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Liberia, Myanmar, Pakistan and South Sudan.

PWS&D supported human rights projects in Colombia, Democratic Republic
of Congo, India, Israel, Palestine, the Philippines, South Sudan, Ghana and
Guatemala in 2018.

We thank the many congregations, presbyteries and groups that have
shown such a passionate commitment to helping
refugees settle peacefully in Canada.

Relief
In 2018, humanitarian crises in many parts of the world brought to the forefront
how vulnerable so many people are. Immediate relief ensures vulnerable people
and refugees have access to food, shelter and water, and are able to recover from
trauma and loss.
Malnutrition and hunger, exacerbated by ongoing conflict and climate change,
affected populations throughout Africa, Asia, the Middle East and Latin America.
Through long-standing partnerships with Canadian Foodgrains Bank and ACT
Alliance, and because of the generosity of Presbyterians from across Canada,
PWS&D was able to provide necessary immediate interventions.
In Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan those facing hunger and malnutrition received
food assistance. Through Canadian Foodgrains Bank, over 16,000 people in South
Sudan and Somalia received food baskets or vouchers to purchase food. In Sudan,

5,500 children were able to
have hot meals at school.
Additionally, through the
ACT Alliance, PWS&D helped
ensure over 16,000 people in
South Sudan had access to
clean water and sanitation
services.
In the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, large scale
internal displacement and
no formal camps left many
vulnerable. PWS&D and the
Foodgrains Bank supported
food assistance and food
security projects benefiting
almost 5,000 people. The
conflict also forced many to
flee to neighbouring Burundi.
In response, PWS&D
supported an ACT Alliance
project providing food, cash,
and water and sanitation to
over 32,800 Congolese
refugees.
As 2018 marked the seventh year of civil war in Syria, tragically the need for assistance
remained high. Responding through the ACT Alliance, PWS&D provided support for
housing, education, livelihoods and trauma counselling to refugees who fled to Jordan
and Lebanon. In Syria—now the site of the world’s largest internally displaced population—
7,400 families who are either displaced within or have returned to Syria received monthly
food baskets of rice, oil and pulses through the Foodgrains Bank.
In 2018, PWS&D provided humanitarian assistance in Afghanistan, Burundi, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guatemala, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Somalia,
South Sudan, Sudan and Syria.

Presbyterians in
Action
Fill a Bucket for PWS&D
Called to respond to those experiencing the effects of conflict in South Sudan,
St. Columba Presbyterian Church in Belleville, Ont., raised funds to improve water,
sanitation and hygiene in the region. During Advent, children and their families
from the congregation put a coin in a bucket each time they used clean water.
By Christmas, members of the congregation had filled their buckets, raising a
total of $2,288 for PWS&D.

Caring for Creation in Calgary
The youth at Grace Presbyterian Church
in Calgary, Alta., are bettering their local
community while supporting their global
community. Members of the congregation
sponsored the teens’ efforts to pick up
litter, rake and sweep around the church’s
property. The group raised $932 for
PWS&D. “We were encouraged by our faith
in Christ’s love to share our gifts with the
world,” shares Roberto DeSandoli, young
adult ministry coordinator at Grace.

Teen Takes Action to Combat Hunger
Concerned with the issue of hunger, 13-year-old Nathan Turner asked Knox
Presbyterian Church in Bobcaygeon, Ont., to partner with him on a school project.
With the help of his classmates, Nathan cooked and served soup at a church dinner
to raise awareness. The event raised over $830 in donations, split between a local
food bank and PWS&D food security projects.

Moved to Move for a Better World
Participating for the second time, the Rev. Daniel Cho, minister at St. Mark’s Presbyterian
Church in Toronto and Moderator of the 144th General Assembly, cycled 25 km at the
Ride for Refuge in Toronto.
“I just returned from Malawi and saw up close how our support is doing no less than saving
the lives of newborns and mothers, and improving their well-being in leaps and bounds,”
he shares. “Remembering the people that I met, and all the faces imprinted in my heart,
made the Ride that much more meaningful and moving for me.”

Potato Bar Fundraiser
The children at Summerside Presbyterian Church in P.E.I. hosted a potato bar
fundraiser at the church. The proceeds totaling $574 were donated to PWS&D’s Sunday
School Challenge, Farming for the Future, which helps farm families in Guatemala.
“God works through us in the most amazing ways,” shares Debbie Richard, youth leader
at Summerside.
In response to God’s call to act, Presbyterians are making a difference—
we thank all of the individuals, groups and congregations whose
generosity make this work possible!

Where our resources
came from
Undesignated contributions
Designated bequests
Transferred from Loaves & Fishes Fund
Designated contributions (excluding relief)
Designated relief
Government funds from
Global Affairs Canada
Government of the Province of Manitoba
Other income — interest

2018
$

2017
$

1,282,762
0
416,821
249,103
212,291

1,340,959
326
405,268
488,004
486,040

1,023,667
27,567
15,714

1,155,738
11,911
35,906

3,227,925

3,924,152

For every dollar PWS&D spent in 2018*

Where our resources
went
Disaster, relief and rehabilitation
Development projects
Relief and development program support
Global Affairs Canada funded programs*
Memberships, partnerships and coalitions
Resources, communication, promotion and grants
Administration

n 0.53 went towards sustainable development programs

2018
$

2017
$

414,436
817,550
446,804
1,742,468
152,307
246,265
162,101

905,370
859,009
325,698
1,255,362
153,477
249,408
116,126

3,981,931

3,864,450

*Government of Canada funds comprise 81% of Global Affairs Canada figures.

For audited financial statements, visit WeRespond.ca/financial-statements

With generous support from
the Government of Canada

n 0.30 went towards critical emergency responses

n 0.08 supported programs, as well as involvement in networks and coalitions

n 0.04 was used to educate about our work and raise funds to help more people
n 0.05 went towards administration

*This chart represents the full value of PWS&D programming in 2018—including
Government of Canada matching funds through Canadian Foodgrains Bank and
KAIROS—which are not reflected in the financial statements.

In 2018, PWS&D led projects at Canadian Foodgrains Bank valued at $1,179,302.
This included $233,427 of PWS&D funds and was achieved with contributions
from other CFGB members (The United Church of Canada, Mennonite Central
Committee and World Renew) and with matching funds from the Government
of Canada. These funds are not reflected in PWS&D’s statement of revenues
and expenditures.
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Your faithfulness enables
the life-changing work of
PWS&D! There are many
ways you can provide
sustaining, long-term
support.
n Pray for those who lack the basic necessities, that they may experience
abundant life
n Be a Champion for PWS&D in your church, school or local community
n Make a legacy gift to the Loaves & Fishes Fund
n Request a speaker for a Sunday service, group meeting or youth gathering
n Designate your support for PWS&D through offerings at your local congregation
n Become a monthly donor and ensure our partners can rely on your regular
and consistent support
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