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Faithful to our calling,
we respond together.

We Respond

“And God is able to provide you with
every blessing in abundance, so that by
always having enough of everything, you may
share abundantly in every good work.”
(2 Corinthians 9:8)
We raise a joyful song to the Lord! In 2017, Presbyterian World
Service & Development was once again blessed by the faithfulness
and generosity of our supporters.
In the past year, PWS&D had many opportunities to both celebrate
and lament as we responded with countless others in our global
community to address poverty and hunger, as well as urgent
humanitarian needs.
As we respond to the suffering of others, we help grow hope, justice
and opportunity. Women, men and children shaken by conflict
received the shelter, food and comfort they needed. Farmers in
Guatemala, Pakistan and Malawi learned innovative farming
practices to help cope with a changing climate and rise above
hunger. Mothers and babies in Afghanistan and Malawi are surviving
childbirth and thriving with the care of skilled health workers.
These are just a few of the examples of what your faithful prayers
and financial support make possible. Together we have enabled
life-changing development and relief work around the world,
ensuring that women, men and children are able to achieve brighter,
more sustainable futures. Thank you!
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Visit WeRespond.ca to see more of the stories of
transformation that you’ve helped make possible!

Over 11,300 Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh were
strengthened by vital food assistance through a
PWS&D and Canadian Foodgrains Bank project.
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Diversifying farm production in Guatemala
benefited 312 farming families who received
fruit trees, pigs and training to improve their
food security.
Education support and vocational training was
provided to 1,250 youth with disabilities in Ghana.
People with leprosy were supported and
stigma was reduced in Nepal through a
PWS&D-supported project.
A malnutrition treatment project in Haiti screened
and provided food supplements to 4,183 children.
In the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
514 families who had been internally displaced
benefited from food and agriculture support.
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Food Security
PWS&D’s focus on food security is
helping people lead healthy and active
lives by improving their access to food today and
for the future.
In Pakistan, where recent weather events have
devastated crops, washed away seed stores and
eroded healthy soil, many small-scale farmers
remain trapped in cycles of hunger and poverty.
With your support, PWS&D is helping farmers learn
cost-effective, sustainable farming methods—
such as compost making, pitcher irrigation and
organic gardening—that aim to protect the
environment and improve food security.
Ghulam is thrilled with the results. “We couldn’t
ever imagine that we would produce plants in new
ways. We have been taught innovative farming
techniques that are benefiting us.” Another farmer
learned how to create a simple, no-cost drip
irrigation system, which he implemented at his
home. “I am very thankful for what I learned.”
These techniques are transforming entire
communities as farmers share what they’ve
learned with neighbours and friends, spreading
the results further and benefiting even more
families.

Health
Rain or shine, Angela Phiri travels to households in her village in Malawi to encourage expectant
women to access maternal health care. She also motivates husbands to accompany their wives
to their check-ups and teaches communities about family planning, gender equality and responsibilities
related to reproductive health.
It’s a lot of work, but Angela has seen the project’s positive impact. “Things are different now than they
were at the start of the project. The health of mothers and children are being supported
now in a way they never were before.”
Through community volunteers like Angela, PWS&D’s maternal and child health project in Malawi
and Afghanistan is making a significant difference in the lives of women and children. This project,
which receives generous funding from Global Affairs Canada, will directly impact almost 175,000
women, men, girls and boys over its life.

Livelihoods
Families are empowered through education, skills training and small business development.
When one person becomes self-reliant, they are able to shape their own future and lift up others.
For too many young women and girls in Afghanistan, uninspiring teaching methods create barriers to
graduating. PWS&D is working to improve education by training teachers in new instructional methods—
group work, role play and the use of teaching aids—to improve students’ learning experiences.
Heena is one such teacher. “My students used to be scared of me. The training was an eye-opener
for me. I entered the class with a new frame of mind. The change in my style of teaching has shown
truly positive results.”
Girls are learning their lessons better, attending school more regularly and sharing what they learn with
their families—improving education and prospects for the future.

Human rights
Injustices are confronted through a commitment to
promoting human rights. PWS&D partners promote
and protect the rights of women, children, subsistence
farmers, persons with disabilities, and refugees.
“Personally I have achieved many significant changes in my
life,” shares Clara, beaming with confidence.
Clara is an agriculture promoter in Guatemala, teaching
others in her community about food security and health.
“In the past, this would have been very difficult for me to do,”
she admits, living in a community where indigenous, rural
women’s voices are often ignored.
But through a PWS&D-supported project, Clara has learned
about women’s rights and how to advocate for herself and
her community both at home and with the government.
“We are highly grateful to PWS&D for supporting us in order
to significantly change the hard reality of oppression,
marginalization and violence that exist in all dimensions of
our lives as women. I am motivated to continue learning
and fighting for the good life for future generations.”

Refugees
PWS&D’s refugee ministry is a response to Christ’s call to serve and
defend the vulnerable and persecuted. On behalf of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada, PWS&D works with and supports Presbyterian
congregations to sponsor refugees.
PWS&D staff guide sponsors through the application process—
providing information and support, as well as referrals to training and
locally available resources.
Refugee sponsorship numbers continue to increase. In 2017, 64
applications to sponsor 147 people were filed. This brought the number
of active Presbyterian sponsorships to 161, representing 446 people.
As in 2015 and 2016, Presbyterians’ desire to sponsor remained higher
than the number of spots allocated under the sponsorship agreement
with the government—an issue PWS&D remains concerned about.
While the majority of sponsorship applications continue to be for Syrian
refugees, PWS&D also provided accompaniment to congregations
managing sponsorships from Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iran, Myanmar, Pakistan, Somalia and Sudan.
We thank the many congregations, presbyteries and groups that have
shown such a passionate commitment to helping refugees settle
peacefully in Canada.

Relief
In 2017, humanitarian crises in many parts of the world brought to
the forefront how vulnerable so many people are.
Famine in Africa—exacerbated by conflict and drought—left many
in need. Natural disasters, including hurricanes in the Caribbean
and wildfires in BC, caused considerable destruction. Hundreds of
thousands of people were forced to flee violence in Myanmar or
ongoing civil war in Syria, leaving them desperate to find a safe place.
In 2017, almost 42,000 people facing malnutrition and hunger
in Ethiopia, Somalia and South Sudan received food assistance.
Through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, PWS&D supported
screening and treatment for children under five, as well as
pregnant and lactating women, many of whom were on the verge
of famine. Additionally, through the ACT Alliance, famine and
conflict-affected families in South Sudan received essential
non-food aid, including water and sanitation services, education
and psychosocial support. Presbyterians generously donated
$177,750 towards alleviating this crisis.
PWS&D provided emergency food and non-food assistance in
response to the hundreds of thousands of Rohingya people who
were forced to flee their homes due to violence and persecution
in Myanmar. Generous support allowed PWS&D—working through

Canadian Foodgrains Bank—to assist in food
distributions to 1,884 families. Due to the hasty
nature of the set-up of camps in Bangladesh,
shelter, water, sanitation and hygiene services
were of paramount need. Working through the
ACT Alliance, PWS&D supported the provision of
shelter, hygiene kits, water points and latrines.
As 2017 marked the sixth year of civil war in Syria,
tragically the need for assistance remained high.
Responding through the ACT Alliance, PWS&D
provided essential non-food aid, including support
for housing, education and trauma counselling.
Through the Foodgrains Bank, 14,400 people
displaced within Syria received monthly food
baskets for a year. In Lebanon, 5,800 refugees
received food vouchers, allowing them to shop
in local markets for the food they needed.
The generosity of Presbyterians allowed PWS&D
to respond to devastating wildfires that struck
British Columbia in 2017. Assistance was provided
to families who had experienced high levels of
loss and destruction. Programming in response
to the 2016 wildfires in Alberta—including trauma
counselling and domestic violence prevention
services—concluded in 2017.

12 Days of Giving

Presbyterians
in Action

During Advent, members of Knox
Presbyterian Church in St. Thomas, ON
participated in the church school’s 12 Days
of Giving project to create positive change
in Guatemala. “The goal was to raise money
while helping people recognize the luxuries
we have that many people in Guatemala
don’t,” shares Allison Bell, project
coordinator. The congregation raised
$1,944 for PWS&D’s projects in Guatemala.

Loonies and Toonies
to Help Families in Need
Last fall, the children of Calvin Presbyterian
Church in Kitchener, ON showed that small
actions can have a big impact! Over several
weeks, the children raised $180 dollars for
PWS&D to help families in Guatemala
overcome hunger. Their generous
contribution is empowering farmers across
the globe as they learn to grow more
nutritious food, care for livestock and build
brighter futures. “Whether toonies, loonies
or bills, every contribution is important,”
shares Michael Turman, program
coordinator at Calvin.

Moved to Move for a Better World
For the second year in a row, nine-year-old Thomas Hillier from St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church in Markham, ON, cycled 25 km at the Ride for Refuge
in Toronto, alongside his family and members of his congregation on Team
Lightning Bolt. Moved by compassion, Thomas led his team’s fundraising
efforts by making promotional videos and announcements at church.
They raised over $2,000 for PWS&D’s maternal and child health project.

A Walk with Extra Meaning
It was a sunny day in Winnipeg, MB when Erin Whittaker from Prairie
Presbyterian Church walked 5 km alongside four-year-old Nana and her
mother Afua in the Ride for Refuge. Afua was pregnant with her second child
at the time. “I think that gave the walk some extra meaning for us,” shares
Erin. Erin’s team—Movers for Moms in Malawi—raised $696 for PWS&D’s
maternal and child health project.

Fighting Famine in South Sudan
It’s fitting that the theme for Vacation Bible School at St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church in Markham, ON last summer was “Hero Central.”
After raising $797 for famine relief in South Sudan for their Mighty Ministry
Project, the compassionate children are truly superheroes! Their efforts
are helping deliver life-saving food and nutrition support for families
enduring displacement.
In response to God’s call to act, Presbyterians are making a difference—
we thank all of the individuals, groups and congregations whose
generosity make this work possible!

Where our resources
came from
Undesignated contributions
Designated bequests
Transferred from Loaves & Fishes Fund
Designated contributions (excluding relief)
Designated relief
Government funds from
Global Affairs Canada
Government of the Province of Saskatchewan
Government of the Province of Manitoba
Other income — interest

2017
$

2016
$

1,340,959
326
405,268
488,004
486,040

1,308,620
259
357,080
387,366
823,472

1,155,738
11,911
35,906

1,015,454
1,058
10,716
39,574

3,924,152

3,943,599

In 2017, PWS&D led projects at Canadian Foodgrains Bank for a total value of $2,017,264.
This included $362,532 of PWS&D funds and was achieved with contributions from other
CFGB members (The United Church of Canada and Mennonite Central Committee) and
with matching funds from the Government of Canada. These funds are not reflected in
PWS&D’s statement of revenues and expenditures.

With generous support from
the Government of Canada

For audited financial statements, visit
WeRespond.ca/financial-statements

Where our resources
went
Disaster, relief and rehabilitation
Development projects
Relief and development program support
Global Affairs Canada funded programs
Memberships, partnerships and coalitions
Resources, communication, promotion and grants
Administration

For every dollar you gave in 2017

l 0.24 went to critical emergency responses
l 0.62 went to creating and sustaining
long-term development programs

l 0.04 supported involvement in networks
and coalitions

l 0.07 was used to educate about our work
and raise funds to help more people

l 0.03 went to administration

2017
$

2016
$

905,370
859,009
325,698
1,148,594
153,477
249,408
116,126

1,141,688
781,106
494,017
1,161,087
143,608
107,366
244,867

3,757,682

4,073,738
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Your faithfulness enables the life-changing work
of PWS&D! There are many ways you can provide
sustaining, long-term support.
l Pray for those who lack the basic necessities, that they may
experience abundant life
l Make a legacy gift to PWS&D’s Loaves & Fishes Fund
l Request a speaker for a Sunday service, group meeting or
youth gathering
l Designate your support for PWS&D through offerings at
your local congregation
l Become a monthly donor and ensure our partners can rely
on your regular and consistent support
l Be a Champion for PWS&D in your church, school or local community
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