First Sunday in Advent:

Hope
Written by The Rev. Mary Whitson
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

L: Hope is a light
given by God at the beginning of creation.
P: Hope is the gift of God.
L: Hope is a light
given by God in the teaching of the prophets.
P: Hope is the gift of God
revealed in the life of Christ.
L: Hope is a light
given by God,
the Son of God,
the Son of Mary.

(The candle is lit.)
L: Let us pray:
P: Source of light,
shine in our lives
and in your world
with your renewing hope.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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Working the Land
in Afghanistan
Noor-ul-Haq takes great pride in his seven acres of land. On it he grows
wheat, rice, corn, beans, spinach, turnip, okra and cucumber. For many
years his land yielded enough food to feed his entire family, but
reoccurring droughts and the rising cost of agricultural inputs means
it is becoming more difficult for Noor-ul-Haq and other farmers in
Afghanistan to get by.
With help from a Presbyterian World Service & Development and
Canadian Foodgrains Bank project, Noor-ul-Haq received agriculture
training, wheat seed, and fertilizer to help grow more food. “With the
improved seeds and training, I harvested 1,680 kilograms of wheat,”
Noor-ul-Haq says proudly. “Before I was only harvesting 1,120 kg and it
wasn’t enough.”
Noor-ul-Haq also participated in training about irrigation structures,
water harvesting techniques and canal maintenance. By repairing irrigation
canals damaged during conflict, he is helping bring thousands of acres of
farmland under proper irrigation and ensuring there is water and food for
the future.
“We frequently worried about
water shortages. Today, we are
growing trees along the canal.”
This Advent season, help
provide farmers with the
knowledge and resources
to end hunger.
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Second Sunday in Advent:

Peace
Written by The Rev. Mary Whitson
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

L: Peace is the flame
given by God to be a light in the darkness.
P: The flame of peace is the promise of God.
L: Peace is the flame
given by God to bring justice to the world.
P: The flame of peace is righteousness and equity.
L: Peace is the flame
given by God to bring order
to our lives
P: The flame of peace
enters the world again
with the birth of the
Prince of Peace.

(The candle is lit.)
L: Let us pray:
P: Source of light,
shine in our lives
and in your world with your
everlasting peace.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord
we pray. Amen.
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Providing the Best Care
Possible in Malawi
Christopher Chalunda had only been working in the labour and delivery
ward at the Mulanje Mission Hospital for a year when he received an
amazing opportunity. He had been selected to attend a special training
as part of Presbyterian World Service & Development’s maternal and
child health program.
Through the training, Christopher and other practicing clinicians learned
the necessary knowledge and skills to combat Malawi’s high maternal
and child mortality rates. To improve emergency obstetric services and
vital pre and postnatal care for pregnant mothers, Christopher knows
that skilled health workers are one of the most important interventions
for safe pregnancy and delivery.
“A major benefit of this program is that we were taught to use our
available resources. Even if there is a shortage of what we need, we can
improvise with what we do have,” says Christopher. “This training has
been very vital because we have
learned new attitudes in how to
approach patients. We are assisting
in providing the best care possible.”
This Advent season, help health
workers in Malawi take an active role
in implementing quality health
services so more women and children
survive childbirth.
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Third Sunday in Advent:

Joy
Written by The Rev. Mary Whitson
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

L: Joy is the celebration
given by God through the light of the world.
P: Joy is the celebration
given by God at the birth of the Christ Child.
L: Joy is the celebration
when the angels sang
“Glory to God in the highest.”
P: Let us dance and sing and shout for joy.
Christ is coming again.

(The candle is lit.)
L: Let us pray:
P: Source of light,
shine in our lives
and in your world
with your
life-giving joy.
In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.
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Hope to Live Again
in the Philippines
Nene Guiuan and her family of six were trapped inside their home
when Typhoon Haiyan struck. With a coconut tree blocking their way
out, there was no choice but to seek shelter under the bed and wait out
the storm.
Nene’s family lost almost everything they owned, including their
home, food, clothing and livelihoods. Nothing was spared. She felt
overwhelmed and shocked by what had happened to her community.
On top of the shock was the realization, that without assistance, food
would run out quickly.
But with support from Presbyterian World Service & Development,
emergency food arrived, along with supplies to start rebuilding and
restocking homes. The fear Nene had been feeling was replaced with
joy. “I had hope to live again,” she says, after her family received the
desperately needed assistance.
“Your help made us happy and
more comfortable.”
Through the ACT Alliance, PWS&D
has been able to bring joy and hope
to over one million people affected
by Typhoon Haiyan.
This Advent season, remember
survivors of the typhoon as they
work to recover over a year after
Haiyan hit the Philippines.
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Fourth Sunday in Advent:

Love
Written by The Rev. Mary Whitson
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

L: Love is the wick
that is central to the candle.
P: Love is the wick, given by God.
The flame that burns continually.
L: Love is the wick
given by God that burns in the world.
P: Love is the wick
given by God
that burns
in our hearts.

(The candle is lit.)
L: Let us pray:
P: Source of light,
shine in our lives
and in your world
with your
unending love.
Through Jesus
in whose name
we pray. Amen.
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Working with Women
in Guatemala
“I am grateful to be helping the development of my community,”
says Aurelia Jimenez Zacarias.
For four years, Aurelia has been working with Presbyterian World
Service & Development as an agricultural promoter – helping women
establish family gardens, plant trees and raise animals to improve their
livelihoods.
“I didn’t always know very much about agriculture or livestock,” admits
Aurelia. “If I needed something to eat, I bought it from the market.
If my animals were sick, I would sell them because I didn’t have the
skills to take care of them.”
With training in soil preparation, composting and vegetable planting,
Aurelia now harvests vegetables from her own garden, using the money
she saves to take care of her family’s other needs. She has also learned
how to properly care for animals and administer vaccines so they stay
healthy and strong.
Thrilled with the results, Aurelia is passionate about sharing her
knowledge with others: “I hope to continue working with women in
need so we can improve
our living conditions –
especially for our children,
who are our future.”
This Advent, help women
receive the skills and
knowledge to improve
their nutrition and better
their livelihoods.
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The Christ Candle
Written by The Rev. Mary Whitson
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

L: God came into the world
so that none would live in darkness.
P: Glory to God in the highest!
L: The light shines in the darkness
P: and the darkness does not overcome it.
L: This is the good news for all people:
to us is born a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.
P: And things will never
be the same.
L: The world has been transformed.
P: It is made new with
hope, peace, joy and love.

(The candle is lit.)
L: Let us pray:
P: Source of light, shine in our lives
and in your world with your
transforming power.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord
we pray. Amen.
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Christ is Born!
Even in the face of poverty, injustice and disaster, hope finds a way.
For over 65 years, our church has been responding with Presbyterian
World Service & Development to God’s call to serve people in need.
Together with partners overseas, we are making a positive difference
in our global village.
Inspired by God’s promise of abundant life and thanks to your faith in
action, we are responding to hunger, poverty and disaster. We are
responding to God’s call to care for the poor, sick, and those most in
need. We are responding to help create a sustainable, compassionate
and just world, as an expression of Christ’s hope, peace, joy and love.
As we celebrate the
birth of Christ, let us
continue to remember
our brothers and sisters
around the world.
Without you, none of
this would be possible.
This Christmas, please
support PWS&D.

WeRespond.ca

The development and relief agency
of The Presbyterian Church in Canada

PWS&D responds to God’s call to serve people in need.

