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Preparation
for Worship
Here are some things
you may do to help
prepare for worship:
• Make PWS&D educational materials available – such as the Annual Report
and PWSDevelopments newsletter – to anyone who might like to learn
more about PWS&D.
• Order PWS&D’s bulletin covers from the PCC Resource Centre.
• Display the PWS&D poster.
• Create a special bulletin board or PowerPoint presentation using quotes
and scripture along with stories, maps, photos and resources from the

For more information, please contact:

PWS&D website.

Presbyterian World Service & Development

• Request a PWS&D audio-visual presentation for use during or after services,

50 Wynford Drive

such as the PWS&D “We Respond Together” video

Toronto, ON M3C 1J7

• Photocopy sections of the worship resource to use as a bulletin insert.

1-800-619-7301 ext. 293

• Make available the Gifts of Change catalogue which provides simple ways

pwsd@presbyterian.ca

individuals and congregations can support specific themes, such as

WeRespond.ca

agriculture, health or education.
• Consider having a special PWS&D offering using PWS&D offering envelopes

The development and relief agency

that can be ordered from the PCC Resource Centre.

of The Presbyterian Church in Canada

Written by The Rev. Dr. Sarah Travis
Children’s story taken from Believe It! God’s Riches are Here!
written by The Rev. Dr. Art Van Seters (2009)
All hymns are from the Book of Praise 1997
Copyright 2014 The Presbyterian Church in Canada. All rights reserved.
Exception: Permission is granted to reproduce this material for worship use.
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Suggested Hymns

Worship
Service

736

For the healing of the nations

785

“Abba, Abba, hear us” we cry

754

From the slave pens of the delta

648

I’m gonna live so God can use me

632

Help us accept each other

490

God of grace and God of glory

Scripture Readings
Exodus 2:1-10
Psalm 47

Call to Worship

Luke 1:46-55

L: We are God’s people!

Romans 8:28-39

P: God is gracious and loving.
L: We receive God’s gifts of grace and mercy, love and abundant life!

Prayer of Praise and Adoration

P: God is generous and merciful.
Gracious and loving God,

L: Praise God! Creator, Son and Holy Spirit.

Creator of all,
You are the heart of the universe, the centre of our lives.
We gather here to praise you with our voices, and with our actions.

Welcome and Introduction

In creating the world, you set before us a vision

The work of Presbyterian World Service & Development is inspired by God’s
promise of abundant life. In Jesus Christ, God gave us hope that the dark
powers of oppression and death have been overcome. In partnership with
people around the world, PWS&D acts to alleviate suffering, thus proclaiming
that the power of God’s love is greater than fear and oppression. We celebrate
the courage of those who stand against evil and destruction. We celebrate the

of bountiful and vibrant growth.
In Jesus Christ, you embraced us and showed us the way to everlasting life.
In sending your Holy Spirit, you bound us together as one holy community,
set apart to serve you and daily enact your great mercy and compassion
for all creation.
To you belongs all glory, honour and praise.

compassionate generosity of those who share their gifts of prayer, time and
money in order to bring hope and life to those who need it most.
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Prayer of Confession

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God of love,

Leader:

We are created in your image, to love others as you have loved us,

Source of all life,

but we confess that our love falls short.

In dangerous times, you protect us.

Too often, our courage fails, and we stay silent

In sorrowful times, you comfort us.

when we should speak out against oppression.

In fearful times, you give us courage.

Too often, we are tempted to keep for ourselves

In desperate times, you give us compassion to nurture those who are in need.

that which might heal another’s pain.

People:

Too often, we are overwhelmed by suffering in the world

We lay our bruised, broken world at your feet.

and we turn away in fear and hopelessness.

We pray for women and men and children who are hungry,

Grant us a spirit of courage and mercy,

for babies whose lives are in danger before their first breath,

so that we will be beacons of hope in your world. Amen.

for girls who will not be allowed to attend school.
We pray for farmers who can’t grow enough to sustain their own families,
for indigenous people whose land has been stolen,

Assurance of Pardon

for refugees who dwell in unsafe spaces far from home.

People of God – there is good news for us!

All:

In Jesus Christ, we are recreated, refreshed and renewed.

In your mercy grant us courage and compassion.

We are free and forgiven! Have the courage to forgive one another.
Amen.

Leader:
We ask your blessing on the work of the church through PWS&D.
Encourage and inspire its staff and members of its committee.
Strengthen and empower our partners.
Sustain and comfort communities all over the world affected by
flood, drought, earthquake, or conflict. Give a special measure of grace
to our partners and allies who respond immediately to urgent situations.

All:
In your mercy give us courage and compassion.

People:
God of justice, give us courage to resist all power
that seeks to hurt and destroy human life.
Give us compassion to serve, love and embrace the oppressed and forgotten.
Give us a spirit of resurrection power that seeks life where there is death.

All:
Amen.
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Step 1:

Children’s
Story

Begin creating a giving chain – have children brainstorm (and adults too!) ways
we can and do serve others. You could ask a question like this: “What can/do
we do to serve others – as individuals, as a church, as Christians, as families,
etc.?”

Step 2:
As people brainstorm, invite older children/youth to write ideas down on strips
of construction paper (one idea for each strip of paper). Write down 5 or 6
ideas. (You may want to have a few ideas tucked into the back of your mind to
get the wheels turning.) After people have finished brainstorming, add one of
your own ideas – an example of what our church is doing (perhaps through
PWS&D) to serve others.

Step 3:
While talking with children about how God calls us to serve him by following in
Jesus’ way, begin linking the chain together.
PWS&D is an organization that demonstrates the compassion of Canadian
Presbyterians, working in faithful partnership with our compassionate God.
Even very young children instinctively understand the concept of ‘compassion.’
This moment with children in the midst of the worship service is an

• Talk about how Jesus always reached out to other people – was always
there to listen and share and help and be a friend.
• Talk about how God uses each and every one of us to show his love
throughout the entire world – this chain is an example of how we can show

opportunity to demonstrate the compassion and generosity that lies at
the heart of PWS&D’s work.

love by following in the way of Jesus.
• These ideas that we’ve come up with here… these are only the beginning!
God helps us discover many ways to serve and follow him. We just need to
ask God to help us see where there is a need!

“The Giving Chain”
Step 4:
We want our children to understand that God calls each and every one of us to

Give a blank strip of construction paper to each child and invite them to think

follow in the way of Jesus. “To follow,” means to share who we are and what we

and pray this week about a way they can serve God by serving someone.

have with other people. God gives each of us the ability and the heart to show

(Provide some ideas – sharing, showing love, etc.) Encourage children to

compassion and do important things that make a difference. We can learn to

bring their paper chain link back next week with their thoughts written on it.

be open to Jesus’ leading so that we can follow and serve him faithfully!

Explain that you will add to the chain during next week’s children’s focus.

You will need:

Step 5:

• Sheets of construction paper cut into strips

Pray together.

• A pair of scissors
• Tape

Step 6:

• Several markers

Consider displaying your chain in the sanctuary.
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A desperate Pharaoh attempted to cut the Hebrew people off at the root

Sample
Sermon

and wound them to their core.
The Pharoah initiated a program, instructing the Hebrew midwives
Shiphrah and Puah to kill all the Hebrew baby boys at birth.
But they didn’t listen, they didn’t obey.
During this time, a baby boy was born to a Hebrew woman –
a healthy baby boy, in mortal danger from Pharaoh’s proclamation

Based on Exodus 2:1-10

that all baby boys should be put to death.
The baby’s mother, with deep love and great hope,
prepared a basket to float in the Nile and placed the tiny new life within it.
So much depends on where a person is born, and when.

The baby’s sister watched all this with a breaking heart.

Life is very different for a child born in Canada today

She must have held her breath when she saw Pharaoh’s daughter

than it was for a child born in Canada in 1940.

catch sight of the baby in a basket.

Life will be very different for a child born in the United States today

Was the Princess cut from the same cloth as her father?

than it will be for a child born in Afghanistan, or Ghana.

No. Pharaoh’s daughter is fast thinking and clever and kind.

Where and when we are born shapes how we will grow,

She is well aware that this is a Hebrew baby.

what we will learn, what we will eat,

She knows that she is breaking her own father’s law,

even whether we are likely to grow into adulthood.

yet she sends her maid to wade in the water and carry the crying baby to safety.

While some aspects of human development are universal,

The baby’s sister is also clever and quick thinking.

the quality of our lives is often dependent on geography and history.

Seeing that the princess wants to protect the child,

There was a child born to Hebrew parents, in Egypt.

the girl offers to find a Hebrew woman to feed and care for the infant.

It was a dangerous time and place for a Hebrew baby to be born.

In a lovely and gracious twist,

His parents and others who worshiped the God of Israel were slaves

the child’s own mother becomes his wet-nurse and nanny.

held captive by Pharaoh.

This child, whose little life takes an extraordinary turn, is Moses,

The Hebrew people were a conquered people, oppressed by a powerful nation.

the one appointed by the God of Israel to lead the Hebrew people

Remarkably, the Israelite community flourished

out of slavery, out of Egypt.

despite the iron rod of Egyptian power.

Moses was born at a dangerous time,

As the Bible tells us “the Israelites were fruitful and prolific;

yet in God’s hands he becomes an instrument of salvation,

they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong,

an obedient and courageous leader,

so that the land was filled with them.”

who, it turns out, was born at exactly the right time in history.

This fruitfulness was a threat to Pharaoh’s desire for absolute power.
What if the Israelites came to outnumber the Egyptians?

It is hard to come to terms with the horror of ancient Egyptian infanticide.

What if they rose up in rebellion?

Yet we also know stories of genocide from our own era.

What if they joined with the armies of other nations

Life is dangerous now, too.

and threatened the supremacy of Pharaoh’s army?

Babies and mothers die – not necessarily at the hands of evil leaders –

Pharaoh appointed vicious taskmasters

but because of disease and malnutrition,

to squeeze every drop of labour out of the slaves.

or because there is no midwife or doctor to provide prenatal care,

But still, the community grew.

or listen for a strong heartbeat.
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There are forced labourers today,

Presbyterian World Service & Development is engaged in acts of compassion.

men and women and children sold across borders,

We stand alongside those who are oppressed.

ripped from their homes in order to fulfill the whims of others.

We partner with courageous organizations.

Life is dangerous for those whose water is contaminated,

It is our task to highlight these themes of courage and compassion,

whose fields refuse to yield fruit,

as they are evident in the places where we serve –

or those who cannot afford to buy the produce grown by others.

both in the lives of those who receive help and those who provide.

Powers of death and destruction are at work in the world today.

In Guatemala, the well-being and livelihoods of the Maya-Mam people

The story of the Hebrew people in Egypt echoes throughout history –

are endangered by mining enterprises that do not adequately respect

the themes of race and religion, slavery, fear and violence

the rights and needs of this indigenous community.

are real and relevant for us.

The large amounts of land required for mining
threaten the subsistence farming which feeds and sustains the people.

There are other themes, however, in Moses’ story.

Supported by PWS&D, hundreds of families have been trained

The women in his life show extraordinary courage and compassion.

to grow abundant life in their own backyards –

The midwives, risking their own lives, refuse to betray their calling

by planting gardens at home and at school.

to bring life safely into the world.

Thus, their bodies are nourished;

Moses’ mother acts to save his life –

their traditional practices and culture are honoured.

gently launching him into the waters of the Nile

PWS&D partner organizations help to protect the rights of the Maya-Mam

in an ironic defiance of Pharaoh’s order to make the Nile a watery grave.

and other indigenous groups.

The princess took pity, even though she knows full well

To support indigenous communities, and speak out against powers of oppression,

that she is saving the very life her father wants to extinguish.

takes courage and compassion.

Moses’ sister, a powerless slave,
bravely raises her voice toward the royal representative

For many women and babies today, childbirth is dangerous.

and arranges to ease her mother’s heart and fill her brother’s tummy.

In northern Malawi, Jesse Mtika’s community has been positively affected

Courage and compassion.

by PWS&D’s maternal and child health program.

These women act out a resounding “NO” to the powers of death and destruction.

Women are taught to be proactive about their own health and nutrition

They seek mercy in the face of oppression.

during pregnancy and beyond.

These acts point to the grace of God in the midst of human suffering.

Husbands also learn about what women need during pregnancy –
that a craving for a banana is a craving for healthy and nutritious food
that will support the growth of baby and the safety of mom!
Jesse reports that the community has seen great change.
Programs like these change history every day,
as lives are saved, and danger and grief is lessened.
To change history by supporting maternal and child health
takes courage and compassion!
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Jamila is in ninth grade at a school in Afghanistan.
She has a special role –
she communicates the needs of the students with the shura,
which is a council of male community leaders.
Normally, a young Afghani woman would not speak to her male elders.
But Jamila does.
Jamila tells the council: ”The students will benefit from more female teachers.”
She tells the council: ”We need a boundary wall to protect us.”
An opportunity to speak to the male leaders
creates a sense of leadership among the girls, a sense of confidence,
as well as a sense of the power and potential of their own voices.
Through PWS&D the church supports the education of girls in Afghanistan

when one more fruit tree is planted,

where girls have not had adequate opportunities for education.

when one more young person is educated,

Because of this, many communities have been denied

then the power of God has overcome the power of death and destruction.

all the benefits that education brings to a whole community.
The local community, the country and the world

There was another baby born,

are stronger because girls like Jamila are developing their voices as leaders.

at another dangerous time in history.

It takes courage and compassion to create a space in which girls

That child was also surrounded by people of courage and compassion.

are free to learn and develop skills!

That child would change the entire course of human history,
would change the situation of the poor and bring freedom to the oppressed.

In Pharaoh’s Egypt,

Jesus, our saviour,

the courage and compassion of the Hebrew midwives,

loved without counting the cost.

Moses’ mother and sister,

His death demonstrated the ultimate act of courage and compassion.

Pharaoh’s daughter

His resurrection made clear to us that

and Moses himself,

love is stronger than evil, life is stronger than death.

changed the course of history.
Even through our small acts of courage and compassion,

The kingdom of God is greater than the kingdoms of this world.

God is able to change the course of history.

In the words of Paul’s letter to the church in Rome,

This is true today!

“…neither death, nor life,

The God of the universe transforms our personal gifts

nor angels, nor rulers,

into enough to feed a multitude.

nor things present, nor things to come,

God enlarges our whispers of protest by joining them with other whispers

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,

until there is a shout of joy which drowns out oppressive and violent voices.

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us

By the grace of God,

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8).

when we respond together, we also change the course of history.

May God enable us to be courageous in the face of suffering,

When one child receives the medical care they need,

to have compassion for those whose lives are in danger.

when one mother’s life is saved,

May God grant a spirit of mercy and grace to a world in need.

when one family has the food they need to eat,

Amen.
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