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HIV and AIDS has had a huge impact on the lives of children, families and communities
in many ways beyond the disease symptoms—including poverty and food scarcity,
emotional or physical trauma, and stigma and discrimination. The Presbyterian Church
in Canada launched the Towards a World Without AIDS (TWWA) initiative in 2004 to
combat HIV and AIDS by providing essential support for a range of prevention, education
and treatment programs in Africa and Asia.
The initial target of $500,000 was raised in just over a year and within four
years the campaign had raised over $1.5 million. Your contribution was
invaluable!
Through Towards a World Without AIDS, a “training of trainers” program equipped
ministers and other church members in East Africa to confront stigma and discrimination
and provide accurate information about AIDS.

A woman ensures her
grandchildren are properly
dressed before they go to
school. She has taken care of
them since their parents died.

Partners in Malawi greatly expanded
their education and prevention
programs. Both there and in other
countries, the work began to address
the forces that lead to transmission,
including poverty, disempowerment
of women, stigma and discrimination.

By 2009, the global tide was
turning as a result of massive effort
that included cooperation between
the United Nations, government and
non-government organizations and
faith-based organizations like PWS&D.
A multi-pronged approach of
providing anti-retroviral drugs,
home-based care and food security
programs achieved lower death rates.
In Malawi, PWS&D’s partner—
the Ekwendeni Mission Hospital—
saw the rate of transmission
from mothers to babies fall from
30 per cent to under one per cent.

By 2014, the last of the funds
generously contributed through the
campaign were used. The campaign
assisted in training pastors and
community leaders in reducing
stigma and discrimination and
preventing HIV, enabling local
communities to provide home-based
care for those with AIDS, encouraging
and providing HIV testing for young
mothers and fathers-to-be, and
training trainers and advocates to
institute new policy changes.

Esther Lupafya, a community health nurse
who coordinates the Church of Central Africa
Presbyterian’s Ekwendeni Hospital AIDS
program in northern Malawi, shares that in the
beginning “it was very difficult for people to
discuss their HIV status.”
This silence made encouraging testing and
providing care a challenge, but over the years,
Esther has seen a transformation. “Stigma and
discrimination do not exist in our area anymore.”

Today, the HIV infection rate in Ekwendeni
is lower than the national average and fewer
babies are being infected during childbirth
each year. Esther shares that theses successes
have led the government of Malawi to use
Ekwendeni’s AIDS program as a model for
similar programs in the country. There is hope
in Ekwendeni.
Esther will be the first to say, “all of these
achievements come from what people
contribute,” whether it is the daily efforts
of EHAP staff and community volunteers,
or the financial gifts of Canadian Presbyterians
like you.

The Towards a World Without AIDS campaign contributed to
the foundation which PWS&D’s current HIV and AIDS work has
been built on.
PWS&D continues to support programs that are combatting the stigma and
discrimination that can accompany an HIV diagnosis, as well as providing treatment
and care to those infected or affected by HIV and AIDS.

A girl eats a meal in a preschool
in Malawi. The centre ensures
that students, often orphans and
vulnerable children, receive one
nutritious meal during the day.

Annie Zimba
provides care to
children who have
been orphaned by
AIDS. Annie and other
guardians like her help
ensure that kids can stay
in their communities in
loving, supportive homes.

Women pray during a
meeting of guardians for
orphans and vulnerable
children. Guardians receive
support to help provide
nutritious food, keep children
in school, and reduce problems
of stigma and discrimination.

The Livingstonia Synod AIDS Program (LISAP) in Malawi illustrates this. By providing
support to the guardians of orphaned children who are living with HIV, stigma and
discrimination are being addressed. The guardians learn about health and nutrition and
implement what they have learned to treat the malnourished children. The kids are now
healthy—able to go to school and learn.
Youth clubs organized by LISAP are raising awareness among teenage girls and boys
about how HIV transmission actually occurs—helping to break down the myths that exist
and enable stigma and discrimination. They advocate together for rights and protections
for those who are HIV positive. Through the project, young people are empowered to
become leaders—teaching others what they have learned and helping transform the
futures of their communities.

Because of your faithful leadership and generous support,
PWS&D’s response to the HIV and AIDS crisis continues
to bear fruit. Thank you for helping make this work possible!

Members of a youth
sexual and reproductive
health club meet in a church.
Club members educate their
peers about avoiding HIV
transmission, resisting early
marriages, and the prevention
of early school dropouts.

Phillimon Nkhana is the leader of his village’s youth club.
He tells of how the youth in his village are more engaged in community life.
By focusing on issues related to HIV and AIDS, youth are accessing health
services, being tested so they know their HIV status, and teaching each other
that regardless of their status, they are not alone. Most importantly, youth
have learned that if they are HIV positive, it is no longer a death sentence.
Phillimon shares, “We’re learning, gaining knowledge and sharing that
knowledge. I have learned I can change lives. We are youth and we are
leaders.”

