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Scripture Readings

2 Samuel 11:26-12.13a and Psalm 51-12
OR
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 and Psalm 78:23-29
Ephesians 4:1-16
John 6:24-35

Hymns

436 – God, we praise you for the morning
46 – We will tell each generation (Psalm 78)
33 – According to thy steadfast love (Psalm 51)
346 – Jesus the Christ said: I am the bread
507 – Break now the bread of life
751 – Forgive our sins as we forgive 		Alternate tune: 69
477 – Your hand, O God, has guided
651 – Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer

Call to Worship 

Bless the Lord with heart and soul, for God is great.
We will bless God in this time of worship!

God sends forth the Spirit to renew the face of the ground.
God, renew us in this time of worship!

Let us sing praise to God as long as we live.
We will sing to our God while we have breath, 
and so we come to worship.

Prayers of Adoration and Confession 

God of majesty and mystery,
You are the source of all that is. 
Your breadth and depth are beyond our imagining.
Your grace defies our explanations.
You touch us with comfort or challenge when we least expect it.
Receive our prayer and praise this day,
as we seek the Bread of Life in this hour of worship.
We come to you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
while your Holy Spirit prays within us and lifts our hearts to you.

God of mystery and mercy, 
you know the details of our lives. 
You see the sin and the sorrow we bear.
You see how we take advantage of each other, 
and how we overlook one another. 
We confess we do not always see what you see, O God, 
so open our eyes to the truth of our lives, 
and cleanse our hearts with your grace.

Assurance of Pardon

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ – and Christ died for us; Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free by God’s generous grace.

Prayer for Understanding

Source of all wisdom, in the midst of all our distractions, focus our attention on you. In the midst of competing voices, attune our ears to your Word, for we seek bread for our journey through Jesus Christ, the Bread of life.  Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

The Letter to the Ephesians challenges us to lead a life worthy of the calling we have in Christ Jesus. We offer our gifts to God to support the calling we share to build up the body of Christ in the world God loves.

Prayer of Dedication

Good and generous God, bless the gifts we offer you this day, as well as our efforts to serve others in Jesus’ name. Use what we have and what we do to support the work of the Church here and around the world. Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God of all creation,
the world is filled with your goodness.
All nature sings your praise.
We give you thanks for the stillness of night and the rest it brings,
and for days filled with energy and creativity. 
Thank you for summer with its changing rhythms that renew us.
We thank you, too, for new opportunities you create among us, 
and for new relationships that enrich our lives.
God of grace and goodness,
Renew our trust in you.

You hold the future in your hands, O God, 
and so we put our trust in your guidance for these changing times.
We pray for those who work on the seas and in the fields, 
providing food the world needs.
We know their work is uncertain these days, 
so give them courage and strength to meet the challenges.
We pray for those who work in essential services,
often in demanding or dangerous situations. 
We depend on their willingness to serve,
so encourage them, O God.
Help them remain trustworthy 
as they face so many different calls for service.
God of grace and goodness,
Renew our trust in you.

We pray for leaders and policy makers in our country and around the world.  
Make them alert to the temptations of their offices
so that power is not abused .
Awaken them to the needs of vulnerable community members. 
Keep all leaders trustworthy,
so that justice is maintained without discrimination or favoritism.
God of grace and goodness,
Renew our trust in you.

Gracious God,
As we have received, free us to give.
As we have been loved, open us to love others.
As we have known peace, help us make peace.
In the freedom we enjoy, use us to work for freedom with justice for all.
These are gifts of your reign taking shape among us,
and so we pray as Jesus taught us, that your kingdom may come:
The Lord’s Prayer


Commissioning and Benediction

Go in gratitude, relying on the presence of Christ as bread for your journey.
And may the God who made us,
The Christ who mends us,
And the Spirit who gives us life
bless you with peace and purpose each and every day. Amen.

PRAYER PARTNERSHIP

Mission Moment:  Sunday, August 4
Every July, youth from Asia, Europe, and North America spread out across the island of Taiwan. All are part of the “I Love Taiwan” mission. In 2023, supported by Presbyterians Sharing, Justin and Neo Wu (St. Giles, Ottawa) participated in the program. Alongside youth from The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, they led summer programs for children. Working ecumenically in a cross-cultural and multi-religious context, youth experienced God’s grace and love, learned to live out their faith, and were challenged to devote their lives to God through participation in mission.

DAILY PRAYERS

Sunday, August 4 We pray for the Leading with Care committees in congregations and presbyteries as they work to ensure that churches are safe and welcoming places. 

Monday, August 5 We pray for the members of the International Affairs Committee that work to draw the church’s attention to places in the world in need of support and justice. 

Tuesday, August 6 (Anniversary: 1945 Bombing of Hiroshima) We remember the victims of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, and we pray for a world without nuclear weapons. 

Wednesday, August 7 We give thanks for students who are spending their summer cutting lawns, chopping firewood and doing farm chores at Crieff Hills. 

Thursday, August 8 We pray for the people, ministries and mission of the Presbytery of Hamilton. 

Friday, August 9 (International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples) We pray that the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is upheld in all places so that all Indigenous peoples around the world may thrive. 

Saturday, August 10 We pray for people who are angry and whose lives are shaped by bitterness, resentment and frustration that makes it difficult to give and receive grace.
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