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Scripture Readings

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 and Psalm 24
OR 
Amos 7:7-15 and Psalm 85:8-13 
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29

Hymns

787 – The kingdom of God is justice and joy
12 – Lift up the gates eternal (Psalm 24)
13 – Ye gates, lift up your heads (Psalm 24)
398 – When the Spirit of the Lord moves in my soul
648 – I’m gonna live so God can use me
630 – When we are living
722 – Lord, whose love

Call to Worship 

The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it.
The world and those who live in it belong to God.

So hear what God will speak: 
God will speak peace to those who turn to him in their hearts.

Then faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
and righteousness will look down from the sky.

God’s salvation is at hand for those who honour him.
May God’s glory and justice dwell in our land.

Prayers of Adoration and Confession 

Gracious God, 
you are the Source of life and love in all creation,
In a world marked by bitterness, you are compassion. 
In a culture marked by confusion, you are the truth that sets us free.
Your strength is comfort when we are fearful. 
Your wisdom is guidance when we lose our way.
For all that you are and all that you give, 
God, our Maker, 
Christ, our Saviour,
and Spirit who leads us into life,
we offer you all honour, praise, and worship, 
now and always. Amen.

Loving God, 
in a selfish world, you are generous to those in need.
In the face of injustice, you speak as our conscience. 
Instead of vengeance, you call for mercy and reconciliation.
Forgive us when we follow the instincts of the world, 
rather than the faithfulness you teach.
Strengthen our resolve to live generously, 
in action and in attitude.

Assurance of Pardon

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ – and Christ died for us; Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free by God’s generous grace.

Prayer for Understanding

God of Word and Wisdom, as we listen to the Scriptures today, enlighten our minds, nurture our souls, embolden our hearts, and stir our minds, so that we may live out your Word in the world you love. Amen

Invitation to the Offering

The Book of Ephesians tells us that we have received an inheritance in Christ. God’s gifts to us in Christ and in creation allow us to be generous in response to the needs in God’s world. What we give to God speaks to the world of God’s generosity, as well as our own.

Prayer of Dedication

Generous God, growth in gardens and fields this summer speaks of the generosity you have planted within your creation. Bless the gifts we bring, that they too may grow in fruitfulness, and touch lives in need with your generous love, in the name of Christ, our help and our hope. Amen.
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Blessed are you, O God, for all your goodness to us.
In Christ, we meet your love and wisdom, face to face.
Through the Holy Spirit, we recognize the abilities and opportunities 
you create in us and for us to reach out to the world you love.
We thank you for all the ways friends and families, 
neighbours and strangers,
reach out to us and to others, 
offering support and kindness,
speaking up to confront wrongdoing,
celebrating when achievements bring happiness and healing.  
Blessed are you, O God,
for all your goodness to us.

Today we pray for courageous leaders in cities, countries and congregations 
who strive to serve with integrity and honesty 
in a world prone to self-interest.
We pray for those who struggle to create justice 
where it has been compromised,
and to build understanding in divided communities.
We remember before you quiet and reliable leaders 
who keep their word and meet their deadlines
so that we can depend on them in these unsettled times.
Blessed are you, O God,
for all your goodness to us.

We pray for patient church members and community volunteers, 
who work diligently to improve our life together. 
And we pray for the creative, impatient change makers 
who keep challenging us to be bolder and more determined 
in righting wrongs and trying new strategies. 
We pray for the troubled in mind or spirit, 
for the angry and unhappy, 
and for those who feel that every day is a struggle.  
Soothe their concerns 
and open their hearts to claim the hope and help you offer. 
Blessed are you, O God,
for all your goodness to us.

We remember before you the sick and the dying, 
and the bereaved who must try to put their lives back together again. 
We pray for those who are looking for better health, 
a fresh start, more stability or a glimpse of hope. 
Draw close to all these who suffer,
offering your comfort and courage to face whatever comes next.
Blessed are you, O God,
for all your goodness to us.

Receive our prayers, both spoken and unspoken, 
and embrace us all in your love. 
Give us hearts to understand not only what you do on our behalf, 
but also what you call us to do on your behalf, 
for we are friends and followers of Jesus, who taught us to pray: 
The Lord’s Prayer

Commissioning and Benediction

This week remember the Holy Spirit breathing with you, 
in every deep breath before exertion, 
and in every long sigh of frustration or satisfaction. 
Let your breath remind you that God is with you.
And so may the friendship of Christ hold you steady,
the company of the Spirit fill you with strength and courage,
and the deep love of God never let you go.  

PRAYER PARTNERSHIP

MISSION MOMENT: Sunday, July 14
Since 1943, Camp Kannawin has faithfully gathered children and youth on the shores of Sylvan Lake, AB, for a summer of outdoor adventures, fun activities, and spiritual growth. Last year, the camp expanded its programming by partnering with Sphero, a leading name in educational robotics, to introduce the wonders of coding and robotics to campers. Now, campers have the opportunity to explore and engage in the world of technology as they learn to code their own robots, witness their creations come to life, and participate in fun challenges that foster collaboration and innovation. Due to popular demand, the programming is available again this summer.

DAILY PRAYERS

Sunday, July 14 We pray for students preparing to begin theological studies at St. Andrew’s Hall in Vancouver. 

Monday, July 15 We pray for those serving as General Presbyters. May God’s grace and wisdom be with them as they carry out their responsibilities. 

Tuesday, July 16 We pray for theological students serving in rural and remote congregations this summer. 

Wednesday, July 17 We pray for ministers and elders serving in rural congregations. 

Thursday, July 18 We pray for Mistawasis Memorial Presbyterian Church as it works to meet the community’s needs in tangible ways while upholding and honouring Indigenous language and familial practices. 

Friday, July 19 We give thanks for the many people who joyfully support the congregations and ministries of The Presbyterian Church in Canada with gifts of time, talent and treasure. 

Saturday, July 20 We pray for the Assembly Council as it seeks to fulfil its prophetic role in the church.
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