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Worship Planner
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General Assembly Sunday
June 2nd, 2024
Year B

If it is your custom to celebrate Communion on the first Sunday in June, check the planner for Pentecost Sunday for seasonal Communion prayers and hymns.

Colour	Green (or White if Communion is celebrated.) 

Scripture Readings

1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) and Psalm 139:1-6 
OR 
Deuteronomy 5:12-15 and Psalm 81:1-10
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23-3:6

Hymns

467 – Praise, my soul, the God who crowns you
442 – Speak, Lord, in the stillness
101 – You are before me, Lord (Psalm 139)
50 – Sing a psalm of joy (Psalm 81)
767 – Lord, speak to me
590 – We have this ministry
757 – Come sing, O church, in joy

Call to Worship 

Raise a song of joy and gladness before God.
We will make music and sing God’s praises.

Sing aloud to God, our strength!
We will shout for joy to the God who made us.

Worship God who makes all things new!
We will celebrate God’s goodness in prayer and praise.	


Prayers of Adoration and Confession 

God of all life and each life, 
you created us in love to enjoy your presence in creation. 
You made us in your image 
so that we would find purpose and possibility in our lives. 
You gave us Sabbath rest 
to breathe in your grace and peace week by week. 
In Jesus you show us how to share grace and peace with one another. 
Refresh us in this time of worship, 
so that we may leave with a deep sense of well-being at our core,
for we offer ourselves to you
through Christ, our Saviour. Amen

God of all life and each life, 
you created us to enjoy your presence,
yet we confess it is easy to lose track of that joy. 
When times are tough, we feel resentful. 
When someone else succeeds, jealousy creeps in. 
Some days bad news is all we hear.
Draw us back to your goodness and grace.

Assurance of Pardon

Jesus said, “Come to me all you who labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest” Friends, trust that peace and forgiveness are God’s gift to you this day. Be renewed by the power of the Spirit that moves with you into each new day.

Prayer for Understanding

God of Word and Wisdom, you teach us ways that lead to healing and hope. Send Spirit to open our minds and hearts to your Word and Wisdom, so that we may know your healing and live in hope.  Amen

Invitation to the Offering

Today the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada opens, drawing commissioners from across Canada together to discern God’s leading. Our offering supports the ministries and mission we undertake together, in this country and around the world. Consider how your gift to God is multiplied in the witness of our denomination, combined with so many others!



Prayer of Dedication

God of grace and goodness, we offer our gifts in gratitude for all we receive from you, in Christ and in creation. Bless the ministries of our congregation and of the Presbyterian Church in Canada in these challenging times. Surprise us by what you accomplish through us as we sow seeds of generosity in the gifts we bring. Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God of communion and community,
we give you thanks for our life together in Christ,
and for the work of the Spirit 
that draws us closer to you and to each other.
We pray for the life of our denomination 
as it meets in General Assembly throughout the next days.
Send your Spirit to work in and through the commissioners,
opening minds and hearts to your leading.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ sustain us in communion and community,
even when we differ over decisions and directions.

God of compassion and concern,
Thank you for the ministries and mission Presbyterians undertake together
in Canada and throughout the world you love.
Thank you for lessons learned and hope inspired
by all the partners we have worked with 
in different cultures and on different projects.
We pray for all who serve in ministries supported by Presbyterian Sharing
and Presbyterian World Service and Development.
Open our hearts to support their work
with generous giving and ongoing prayer,
so that lives will be healed, transformed and strengthened 
according to your compassionate concern. 

God of our hearts and our hopes,
We pray for those you have given us to love. 
Hear us as we name them before you in silence. 
(Keep silence for ten seconds)

We pray for those who serve our nation and communities
as leaders in business and politics, 
in health care and education,
in the military and all emergency services. 
(Keep silence for ten seconds)

Grant them wisdom and resilience when resources are stretched, 
so their choices address the needs of the most vulnerable.

We pray for those who face uncertainty, unrest 
and threat from violence day by day. 
In this moment of silence, 
we bring before you people in our own community 
and those in places around the world 
where injustice and deprivation are unrelenting.
(Keep silence for ten seconds)
  
God of the earth and all its fullness,
in this season of planting and growing, of nesting and nurturing,
we pray for the environment and all the creatures it supports.
Protect species and habitats at risk,
and make us better stewards of all you have entrusted to us.

Hear our prayers for everything and everyone you hold precious
as we pray the words Jesus taught us: 
The Lord’s Prayer

Commissioning and Benediction

Go in the strength of the Spirit, 
to greet those you meet with gifts of understanding and friendship, 
serving gladly in Jesus’ name. 
And may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER PARTNER

MISSION MOMENT: Sunday, June 2
Today is General Assembly Sunday. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the governance structures of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. At General Assembly, representative elders and ministers from congregations across Canada make decisions, set priorities and examine matters of doctrine, worship, discipleship and governance. A vision for national work is set and a budget is passed, capturing the hopes and dreams of the gathered congregations for the future of the church. Together, we are bringing the church’s mission and ministry to life.





DAILY PRAYERS

Sunday, June 2 (General Assembly Sunday) On General Assembly Sunday we pray for the 2024 General Assembly, where commissioners seek to discern and make decisions for the work, ministry and mission of our denomination this year and in the coming years.

Monday, June 3 We pray for church secretaries and custodians and all those who support the worship and mission of the church in ways that are often overlooked.

Tuesday, June 4 We pray for the Committee on Church Doctrine as it works to revise the preambles to the ordination of elders.

Wednesday, June 5 We give thanks for Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries, recipient of the 2024 Cutting Edge of Mission award, as they equip the Church to support mental health and wellbeing.

Thursday, June 6 We pray for the weary caregivers who seek respite each month in Dove House Quiet Days hosted by Crieff Hills Retreat Centre.

Friday, June 7 With PWS&D’s support, farmers and families are learning about sustainability, food security and environmental protection. We pray that future generations steward God’s creation well.

Saturday, June 8 We pray for the Archives and Records Committee and the Committee on History as they work to support the preservation and awareness of The Presbyterian Church in Canada’s legacy.
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