Mission Awareness Sunday 

April 26, 2020
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Atlantic Mission Society

Theme:  “Rejoicing in Service”

This is the fourth emphasis of the Mission Statement of The Presbyterian Church in Canada on which the AMS has been focusing for our themes for Mission Awareness Sunday. As a reminder to us the statement is included here. 




Who are we?

                                                 Disciples of Christ
                                                 Empowered by the Spirit
                                                 Glorifying God
                                                   and
                                                 Rejoicing in Service!
The Mission Education Committee has prepared these resources for the use of auxiliaries and congregations on Mission Awareness Sunday.  In planning your service, you are not limited to the suggestions made here.  Please remember, as always, that you must receive permission from your Session to lead in worship.
Members of the Mission Education Committee are:
Penny Gillies and Elesa Campbell (co-conveners) Rob Griffiths, Carol Stymiest, Joan Cho, Nettie Ryan, Ruth Dickie, Margaret Craig, Carol Ferguson

The sermon and children’s story have been prepared by the Rev. Bonnie Langille.
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Hymns

Book of Praise 
 1972

         1997



Joyful, joyful we adore Thee                  569             
410

Blest be the tie that binds 

   318              
481

O sing a new song           

      
     41              
  63

Rejoice and be glad          

    221                       -

Rejoice O people              

    299                       -

Rejoice the Lord is King    

     216              
267

To show by touch and word                        -


763

Worship the Lord                                      148             
555

Take my life and let it be consecrated      474  

637

We are one in the Spirit 


       - 


471

Christ you call us all to service                   -  


585

I am the church! You are the church!         -         

475

Brother, sister let me serve you                   -         

635

Scripture Readings

Philippians 2:1-18 
Psalm 96
Matthew 20: 1-16

Call to Worship





Isaiah 41: 9-13 NIV

Leader: 
I took you from the ends of the earth, 


From its farthest corners I called you.
People:
I said, You are my servant, 


I have chosen you and have not rejected you.

Leader: 
So do not fear, for I am with you; 


Do not be dismayed, for I am your God.

People: 
I will strengthen you and help you; 


I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

Leader: 
All who rage against you will surely be ashamed and disgraced; 

Those who oppose you will be as nothing and perish.

People: 
Though you search for your enemies, 



you will not find them. 


Those who wage war against you will be as nothing at all.

Leader: 
For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand 


and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.
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Prayers of Approach and Confession

Our God, we come with joy to worship. 
We marvel at your wonderful world.
We rejoice in your work and sing your praises.

You are at work in us, enabling us to shine your light into the world. 

You call us to look out for the interests of others; 

to reach out to our hurting world with your love.

Lord, we confess that we have not always listened to what you call us to do. 
We make excuses; we murmur; we argue.

We confess that there have been times when we have caused hurt 

or ignored the needs of others.

In our silence we confess the ways we’ve turned away from you 

and your call on our life. 
Lord hear us…….(Silence)

Forgive us Lord. 
Thank you that you are always here for us. 
Thank you that you are always ready to welcome us

 and renew us for service.

We come in Jesus’ name. Amen

Assurance of God’s Love (Forgiveness)

Hear the good news! 
God is at work in us! 
We are forgiven through Jesus Christ, our Saviour, 

who died on the cross for us. 
We are empowered by the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 
We are forgiven and called to forgive.

Rejoice and be glad! 
Amen.

Prayers of the People
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Holy God, thank you for opening the door to everlasting life 

through your son, Jesus Christ. 
You provide us with hope, forgiveness and love 

even though we are not worthy. 
Lord, you knew us from the very beginning 

and even though you see us fail over and over again, 

you extend Your arms to us. 
We are not always aware of your Holy Spirit 

but we know you are always with us 

even in our darkest hours and our most joyful times. 

Thank you, Lord, for giving us your unfailing love 

that strengthens our faith in You. 
Thank you for helping us accept changes 

and to rejoice in new experiences and new people. 
Help us to slow down and see what wonders you have provided. 
Help us look at the beauty of the leaves in fall, 

the snow that glistens in the sun, 

the tulips in the spring 

and the sunsets in the summer. 

Holy God, you said 
“I have made you and I will carry you; 

I will sustain you and I will rescue you.” 

 It is through your grace that our sustenance flows. 
We give thanks and glory to your most holy name.

Father, help us provide shelter to the homeless, 

food to the hungry and friendship to the lonely. 
Every day we meet people who need our support. 
Sometimes a smile is all that is needed. 

Not only does it help others but we soon find out 

that it is us who benefit from this gesture of friendship. 
Thank you for the gift of laughter. 

Thank you for the many times around the table 

that turn into unspeakable joy.

We pray for the AMS auxiliaries in Atlantic Canada. 
May they continue their good works and faithful service.

O give thanks unto the God of gods; for his mercy endures for ever. 
Amen
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Invitation to Offering

We are called to rejoice in serving God and others. 
We do that when we offer our gifts with joy and hope. 
We come now with our gifts; 

not just gifts of money,

 but the gifts of our energy and our time; 

of our prayers and our love. 
Our offerings will now be received.

Offertory Prayer

Lord Jesus, you gave your life for us, and offer us everything we need. 
Accept our gifts today and use them, we pray, 

to bring healing and hope, 

joy and abundant love 

to those who need it most.

Amen

Benediction.




     Numbers 6: 24-26
You have called all of us 

to be Disciples of Christ, 

empowered by the Spirit, 

glorifying God 

and rejoicing in service.
The Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord make his face shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.
Go now in Peace. 
Amen
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Sermon: Rejoicing in Service

(Prepared by the Rev. Bonnie Langille)

Grumbles and complaints!                
“I don’t like peas.” 

“How come she gets to go and I can’t?” 

“Everyone else is going to the concert without their parents.” 

“How come he got the promotion?  I work harder and have been here longer than he has been!” 

“Really, couldn’t you just remember to take out the garbage?”

Bellyaching, fault-finding, grouchy, grumbling, moaning, nagging, nit-picking, whining all these describe that human condition that affects the complainer and those who happen to be near them.

Have you ever had lunch with a friend or relative and all you hear are complaints and grumbles? 
Have you ever heard yourself complaining or grumbling?

Sometimes it is difficult not to grumble about things and see the positive instead. 
It can be so easy to “tell” everyone around what is wrong. 

Mumble under your breath about the person who has wronged you 

or store it up inside as you remember every detail 

that has you so upset.
Have you ever been in line at the store and wonder why the line is so long? 


Where are the tellers? 


Why, why, why? 

…as your temper gets hotter and your complaints louder. 

If we follow what Paul is telling us, grumbling is “a fault in a warped and crooked generation." 
It is seen as a sin that we must work on and through with God’s power to become “blameless and innocent.” 

Paul reminds us that this sin is one that affects most people.
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The Bible is full of complainers. 
It starts in Genesis with Adam complaining that Eve gave him the fruit from the tree.  
Adam shows us that when we are caught doing something wrong, 

it is so easy to blame someone else. 


It is not my fault so why should you be angry with me? 
In other words I don’t deserve what you are saying, 

nor am I getting what I want. 

Paul reminds us that grumbling and complaining affect how we feel as well and how others feel around us. 
It also keeps God from rejoicing in us as Christians wanting to live our lives for Him. 
If we are to grow in Christ-likeness we must do our best to do things without complaining. 

We often hear from workers who are unsatisfied with their jobs, their wages or their co-workers 
and yet they do not attempt to make their work a more satisfying or rewarding experience. 

Remember the story in Matthew 20 where the master had hired laborers throughout the day to work in his vineyard? 
Then at the end of the day they were each paid the same amount of wages.  

There were complaints about not being treated fairly instead of being happy that so many had obtained work.

The master answered one of them, 'I am not being unfair to you, friend. 
Didn't you agree to work for a denarius?  Take your pay and go.


I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you.


Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own money? 


Or are you envious because I am generous?' 

We are to do everything without grumbling or questioning.  


Smile and greet your co-worker.  



Be happy that something good has happened to them. 




Give your boss the best work you can. 





Be proud of the work you are doing. 






Be thankful! 
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Thankfulness is our response to our sovereign God. 
Paul wants us to “…in humility value others above yourselves, 

not looking to your own interests 

but each of you to the interests of the others.” 
Strive for that humility while doing things without complaining.

Paul wants us to “shine among them like stars in the sky”. 


He wants the church to shine in the darkness of the world. 

As this is Mission Awareness Sunday 

perhaps it is time for us to reflect on the church and the AMS, 

as well as all the other groups within our churches 

and see if we “shine” in our world. 
How often have we heard that our pews are emptier each Sunday,  


that our AMS groups as well as other groups are getting smaller… 
Grumble, grumble!
Should we instead change our attitudes to rejoicing in the service we do for our Lord?

[Auxiliaries are invited here to tell of all the good activities being done for Missions at home and away.]

The Presbyterian Church in Canada says we are to be 

Disciples of Christ


Empowered by the Spirit, 



Glorifying God 




and Rejoicing in Service!

The more we are able to do this, 

the more glory the Lord will receive from us 

and the more we will serve the Lord with rejoicing’.
We can say with St. Paul, “Let’s all be glad and rejoice!”

 “Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.”
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Children’s Story


Time for the Young and Young at Heart 
Note: In the weeks leading up to Mission Awareness Sunday, make sure through church bulletins or personal contact that children know that they are asked to bring artwork showing ways in which they “rejoice in service”.

Scripture:

 "Do everything without complaining or arguing" (Philippians 2:14).

Today is Mission Awareness Sunday and the theme is “Rejoicing in Service”. 
 [Have the theme words on paper to hold up and that can be used as a title later when the children’s pictures are displayed.]

One way I like to rejoice in my serving is (name a way in which you rejoice in serving: singing in the choir, baking biscuits for a friend who is ill, knitting mittens for children who don’t have any, giving a hug to someone who is very upset, etc.) 
We asked you to bring to church today a picture of a way that you think we could rejoice in serving God.
[Comment on each picture.]

How do you feel when you do something for God? 

Does it make your heart feel really good? Happy and joyful? 

Did you know that there can be two different kinds of people in our church, in our classroom or even those who come to play in our backyard?

There are those who make us feel bad about ourselves and for them. 

Some people go around complaining about everything all the time. 
They complain about this and they complain about that. 
They can never think of anything good to talk about. 

There are other people who see the bright side of everything. 
They are always positive and are always working together with other people. There is always some good happening around them.

Suppose you were inviting someone new to our church.

Maybe they will ask, "What kind of people do you have in this church?"
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You could say "Oh they are not very friendly at all and they are very hard to get along with. They complain all the time and are never happy with the way we do things.”
OR you could say, "Oh, they are great. Everyone is very friendly and easy to get along with. They are so happy to be here with all God’s people.” 
Two different answers to the question "What kind of people do you have in this church?"

Both answers are right because some people have chosen to be happy in our church and others have chosen to complain about what is going on around them. 

Now it is your choice. 
Are you going to be one who complains or are you going to be one who is happy to be here?
What do you think Jesus would like you to do?
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Children’s Activities             
Song:  If You're Rejoicing and You Know It 
(Words for Mission Awareness Sunday adapted by Elesa Campbell)
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, clap your hands (clap clap)
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, clap your hands (clap clap)
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, then your face will surely show it
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, clap your hands. (clap clap)

If you're Rejoicing and you know it, stomp your feet (stomp stomp)
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, stomp your feet (stomp stomp)
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, then your face will surely show it
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, stomp your feet. (stomp stomp)

If you're Rejoicing and you know it, shout "Hurray!" (hoo-ray!)
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, shout "Hurray!" (hoo-ray!)
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, then your face will surely show it
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, shout "Hurray!" (hoo-ray!)

If you're Rejoicing and you know it, do all three 






(clap-clap, stomp-stomp, hoo-ray!)
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, do all three 






(clap-clap, stomp-stomp, hoo-ray!)
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, then your face will surely show it
If you're Rejoicing and you know it, do all three. 






(clap-clap, stomp-stomp, hoo-ray!)
Note:

“If you’re happy and you know it” is attributed to Isaak Dunayevsky, as his song "Molodejnaya" (which was written for the 1938 Soviet film Volga-Volga) is almost identical. Many historians claim the lyrics were refined by the songwriter Alfred B. Smith in the mid-1900s. 












     12
You can make instruments to play.

Maracas
You will need:


Paper lunch bags


String


1 inch Ribbon or colored tape (painters tape can be colored after)


Materials to decorate, crayons, markers, stickers, paints, construction 


paper, tissue wrap. Use your imagination.

First, you can color or decorate the paper lunch bag to be more festive. 
In the lunch bag, put ½ a cup of rice, corn kernels or seeds. 
Tie it about 2 inches from the bottom of bag and twist the remaining bag into a handle. Wrap handle with ribbon or colored tape to hold it together.  
Tambourine

You will need:

6 Pipe Cleaners 


3 to 5 Bells (able to slide on a pipe cleaner)
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Twist ends of 2 pipe cleaners together making 3 long pipe cleaners. 
Place bells evenly along 1 pipe cleaner. 
Braid all three pipe cleaners together. 
Twist end together to form a circle.

Tape over the joining point to prevent sharp points digging in. 
Ribbon can be added to decorate.
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Stringed Instruments
You will need:


Empty tissue box


Elastic Bands 


Paper towel and or tissue rolls
Decorate your boxes. 
Place tissue roll inside tissue box.

Tape across bottom width of box and glue or tape in place for added support. Place 4 elastics around tissue box so they cross the opening along narrow sides. 
Now you can strum or pluck your strings like a harp. 
Add a paper towel roll to the end of the box to make a guitar! 

A plastic bread bag closure makes a good guitar pick.

Drum
You will need:


Ice cream tub or coffee can (Coffee can with tin bottom, not plastic) 


Chop sticks 


Materials to decorate such as crayons, markers, stickers, paints, 
construction paper, tissue wrap. Use your Imagination.
Tape the top on an ice cream tub and decorate it for a great drum with chop sticks for drum sticks. 

An upside down coffee can will make a good steel drum. 
A small wire wisk makes a cool drum stick on tin.

Shakers
You will need:


Old Pringle cans or vitamin bottles


Materials to decorate such as crayons, markers, stickers, paints, 
construction paper, tissue wrap. Use your imagination.
These items can make great shakers just by adding any small grain-like material and taping the top on. 

Name: _________________________________________________

Rejoice in God
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Find the following words in the puzzle:

BELLYACHING


GROUCHY 

PROUD

BEST



GRUMBLING 

WHINING

CELEBRATE


HAPPY 


REJOICE

GRATEFUL


NITPICKING 

NAGGING

MOANING



THANKFUL

SING
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