Session Starter: Being part of a denomination
Don Muir, Associate Secretary, General Assembly Office

Prayer
Living God, as we meet this day, we ask you to clothe us in compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience and forgiveness that we might serve your Church in a spirit of love and harmony. In the name of Christ Jesus we pray. Amen. 
Introduction:   Book of Forms section 129
The session is subject in all its proceedings to the review and direction of the presbytery and higher courts of the church. 

Scripture: Colossians 3:15  NRSV 
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.
A Brief Commentary
There is a lot packed into these few words. It invites the reader to be open to the peace of Christ ruling the heart (thoughts and actions, perhaps) within the unity of the body – the Church.


Reflection
We are members of the Church of Jesus Christ. It is a Church than spans time and space. It is a Church that has known moments of breath-taking glory and moments of humiliating shame and everything in between. By the grace of God, this Church continues to glorify God and to follow Jesus Christ in the guiding strength of the Holy Spirit.
Our particular branch of the holy catholic Church, The Presbyterian Church in Canada, is governed by ordained elders: ruling elders, usually called “elders”,  and teaching elders, usually called “ministers”. Ruling and teaching elders are called by God and set apart for the leadership, pastoral care and discipline of the church. We accomplish this through bodies we call courts – sessions, presbyteries, synods and the General Assembly. Each court is made up of ministers and elders.
Each session cares for the members and adherents connected with its congregation. Each presbytery is responsible for the congregations and ministers within its bounds. Synods, oversee the ministries of their presbyteries. The General Assembly has authority to make decisions affecting the entire church. 

We trust God to lead us through the discussion, prayers and decisions of our courts. Minister and elders promise, upon ordination, to accept the government of this church. They promise to share in and submit all lawful oversight of the courts. In the spirit of Colossians 3:15, they seek the peace and unity of Christ.
Sometimes as ministers and congregations, we forget about the authority of the courts. We make decisions as if congregations and ministers are independent from all others. For example, sometimes the legal step of consulting the presbytery that is responsible for the care and good order of congregations when selling property, borrowing money or engaging and dismissing ministry personnel, is omitted or forgotten. It is the presbytery that erects and dissolves congregations, calls and dismisses ministers and more. We are not isolated congregations and ministers, rather we are blessed to belong to a large family that cares for and supervises Christian ministry in an attempt to ensure all is done decently and in order within a spirit of faith, hope and love.

Follow up:

1. What has our relationship with the courts of the church been like?  
2. How might this relationship be strengthened?

