What’s on your mind?
Is it permissible for someone other than a child’s parents, such as a grandparent, to present that child for baptism?
The Sacrament of Baptism is a truly magnificent celebration of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit.  
When an infant is baptised, most often it is the mother, father, or both parents who present the child to receive this sign and seal of our union with Christ and his church.  Occasionally there are circumstances in which it is not possible, or appropriate, for the parents to be the ones who carry the child to the font.  Thus the question, “Is it permissible for anyone else to accept this responsibility?”
Book of Forms section 110.4 states, in part:

It (baptism) is to be administered to unbaptized candidates in conjunction with their profession of faith and admission as professing members, and to infants when at least one parent is a professing member of the Christian church, baptized, and is fulfilling the covenant engagement of baptism. 

At first glance it appears at least one parent must be involved in the baptism of a child.  However, if you look up this section in the Book of Forms you will see it draws attention to General Assembly decisions that allow others to assume the role of parent in this situation.    For example, in 1993, the General Assembly approved this statement:  
“...the administration of infant baptism is not necessarily restricted to circumstances in which there are natural parents competent to provide Christian nurture for their children.  Infants who are subject to the Christian discipline of believing persons other than their natural parents may properly be baptized, provided that such believing persons are already fulfilling the function of parents in the Christian nurture of the infants.”  
(Acts and Proceedings 1993, p. 232)
In other words, as long as the session, who is responsible for the provision of the Sacrament of Baptism, is satisfied the person presenting the child is Christian and in a position to fulfil the baptismal vows by helping nurture the child in the faith, that person could be permitted to carry the little one forward for Baptism and on to the child’s first steps of the faith journey.
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Do you have a question about the polity of our church?  Are you confused by something that happened at session, presbytery, synod or General Assembly?  Puzzling over a section of the Book of Forms?  Send your questions to The Rev. Don Muir and he will strive to answer them in future issues of For Elders in a manner that maintains confidentiality and seeks to be helpful to the church at large.  
Contact Don at:     dmuir@presbyterian.ca      50 Wynford Dr.,  Toronto, Ontario   M3C 1J7
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