Calvin and the sacrament of baptism
Session Starter Number 16
Prayer:
God of yesterday, today and forever, we give thanks for the church across the ages.  We are grateful for the countless blessings handed on to us by our ancestors in the faith.  We are humbled that you call us to be the body of Christ in the world today.  Enable us to continue making disciples as the church moves forward in the grace and peace of Christ.  Bless us, we pray, with minds and hearts open to your guiding spirit as we make decisions affecting this community of faith and beyond.  Amen. 
Introduction:

The session is responsible for provision for the Sacrament of Baptism…  

Book of Forms 110.4  

Scripture:  
18And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’*                      

Matthew 28:18-20

A Brief Commentary:
This passage captures the parting words of Jesus, according to Matthew.  With a few brief but powerful sentences, Jesus commissions his followers to carry on his teaching, preaching and healing ministry.  As part of this great commission Jesus instructs the disciples to baptize new disciples in the sacred name of the Trinity.       
Reflection:

This year marks the 500th anniversary of the birth of John Calvin.  To mark this anniversary, I thought it would be interesting to draw attention to a little of the theology of this massively influential reformer whose thought and writing continues to influence the Christian faith today.  
Calvin penned an amazing document called Institutes of the Christian Religion.  It was first published in Latin in 1536, when Calvin was only 27 years of age.  Calvin initially wrote this theological masterpiece “…to furnish a kind of rudiments, by which those who feel some interest in religion might be trained to true godliness” (preface).  Just to give you some idea of the scope of this work, my copy is contained in two volumes and is spread over 1200 pages.
Since many of us were introduced to the church with a few drops of sprinkled water, it seems fitting to touch on some of what Calvin wrote about baptism.  Please excuse the non-inclusive language of the 16th century.
Calvin defines baptism as, “… the initiatory sign by which we are admitted to the fellowship of the Church, that being ingrafted into Christ we may be accounted children of God.”  Calvin goes on to explain the three-fold object of baptism:  (1) to attest to the forgiveness of sins, (2) to teach that we receive new life in Christ, and (3) that we are united to Christ as partakers in all his blessings.  Chapter XV, 1.
Discussion:

1. How does Calvin’s view of baptism compare to ours?

2. How do we convey to the family receiving this sacrament, and to the congregation, the deep spiritual significance of baptism?
3. How does the session take responsibility for baptism?






