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General Assembly Office

Prayer:

God of grace, you call your people to loving service. Help us respond to that call with faith, compassion and obedience as we help lead this congregation. Guide and strengthen us through your Holy Spirit. In the name of Christ Jesus we pray. Amen.

Introduction: Book of Forms 141
It is the duty of members to give faithful attendance on gospel ordinances …
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:24b-26 NRSV
But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it.
A Brief Commentary:
Paul describes the unity of church as a mutual sharing of suffering, joy and pastoral care. It is our Christian duty to foster this kind of genuine and compassionate community. 
Reflection:

The Book of Forms rests on a theological foundation. It is meant to honour a faithful relationship with God and foster Christian community within our congregations and courts of the church. Section 141 in its entirety is a good example of this. For instance, it captures the essence of Paul’s message to the Corinthians by calling us to  embrace a kind of duty - a theological duty to be faithful to the gospel and obedient to the Lord. It reminds us that we fulfill that duty by being respectful, encouraging, caring, generous promoters of peace and prosperity in the church. When we fulfill that duty, we build up God’s kingdom and demonstrate the spirit of Christ in all of life. 
For some, “duty” is a negative word. It can imply something unpleasant forced on us, like visiting a disagreeable relative. We stop in for tea because we have to - not because we want to.

Even in the church, duty is not always easy. The Rev. I.M. Dunn may not feel excited about leading worship every Sunday, but it is her duty to preach God’s word. The clerk of session, Mr. R.U. Shure, may want to step down from that role, but there is no one else with the skills and time to take over, so he continues to record the minutes dutifully. 

What we call duty in the church is often a kind of faithfulness to the triune God. It is who we are as Christians as much as what we do. Beauty, grace and unity can blossom when we fulfill Christian responsibilities. Sometimes it takes extra strength and courage to accept our duty, but it is a way of loving God and one another. 
Sir Winston Churchill said, “All the great things are simple, and many can be expressed in a single word: freedom, justice, honor, duty, mercy, hope.” 
Genuine beauty can grow out of Christian duty.
Follow up:

Read Book of Forms section 141 and consider:

1. How can we encourage our minister? 

2. How can we nurture a caring spirit and promote peace in this congregation and community?

3. How can we endorse a lively interest in the welfare of The Presbyterian Church in Canada and our mission to the world? 






