Session Starter – The Stewardship of Finances
Don Muir, Associate Secretary

General Assembly Office 
Prayer:

We gather today with the power of God to guide us, the might of God to uphold us, 
the wisdom of God to teach us, the eye of God to watch over us, the ear of God to hear us, the word of God to give us speech, 
the hand of God to protect us, the way of God to direct us, the shield of God to shelter us, and the host of God to defend us. Bless us, O God, as we offer to you our service. Amen. 

(Based on a prayer by Frederick MacNutt)
Introduction: Book of Forms 113 
The session is responsible for all aspects of stewardship and mission, both spiritual and material, within the congregation.
Scripture: Proverbs 3:9 (The Message)
Honour God with everything you own;
give God the first and the best.
A Brief Commentary:
Proverbs 3 encourages the listener to trust God completely and to devote one’s life to wisdom and integrity. Part of that wisdom and integrity acknowledges everything in our hands belongs to God. We honour God when we generously offer our very best in all of life.
Reflection:

M.T. Banks looks around the table at the other elders. “Well, there’s a deficit. Offerings aren’t keeping up with expenses.”
“I can’t believe it”, says Shirley Knott. “What should we do?” 
“Get the Board of Managers in gear. It’s their job to balance the books”, says Banks.

It is true that, in general, the board devotes significant time and expertise to keeping an eye on bricks n’ mortar as well as the dollars n’ cents while the session focuses on pastoral care and discerning God’s mission for the congregation. Sometimes, in the midst of the ebb and flow of congregational life, sessions forget they are ultimately responsible for stewardship within the life of the congregation.
For example, the session is to encourage the congregation to participate in the global life and work of the church through prayer, service and gifts. (113.1) The session is to ensure the congregation contributes to ministry according to its ability. (113.5) The session is to decide when and how financial needs are presented to the congregation. (113.6) 
While the session is ultimately responsible for these important aspects of stewardship, it is expected the session and the board will work closely together to encourage the generosity of the congregation in support of the church’s whole ministry. (113.6.4 and 162)
Stewardship involves deep faith, a clear vision for worship and ministry that is faithful to our calling. It should excite the congregation to reach out to one another, and the world, with deeds and words of faith, hope and love.
Follow up:

1. How might we take a greater responsibility for the financial stewardship of this congregation? 
2. How could we work more closely with the board (finance committee)?

3. How can we better describe our mission to each other and the world as a way of sparking interest and encouraging further support of time, talent and treasure? 






