Presbyterians Sharing – Tax or Opportunity

Session Starter Number 15
Prayer:
Generous God, you bless us with gifts beyond measure.  We give thanks for these blessings, including the blessing of this congregation which we have been called to lead and serve.  Enable us to reach into the bounty of the treasure at our disposal and to share liberally and joyfully with those in need.   And grant us wisdom so that the decisions we make this day will honour you.  Through Christ Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Introduction:

The session will ensure that the congregation is made aware of the allocation for the General Assembly budget (known as Presbyterians Sharing) submitted by the presbytery, and report to the presbytery the response of the congregation to that allocation.  
Book of Forms 113.6.1  
Scripture:  
44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds* to all, as any had need. 46
 Acts 2:44-45
A Brief Commentary:
The Acts of the Apostles provides a window through which we peer into the life and times of the early church.  The verses above provide a quick glimpse at the way believers pooled their resources so that those who had more than enough shared with those in need.   
Reflection:

Some people liken Presbyterians Sharing to a tax:  money taken from the congregation only to disappear at the national office.  Others see it as a opportunity to fulfill our calling to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to comfort those who mourn, to feed the hungry and so on. 

Presbyterians Sharing is the name of the fund that supports the national programs and ministries of our denomination.  All the money generously donated to it by congregations and individuals is pooled and then distributed to a wide variety of ministries in Canada and around the world. This means Presbyterians share in overseas missions; inner city, native, refugee, urban, remote ministries; hospital, prison and military chaplaincies; new church development and support for congregations in faith education, worship, evangelism, stewardship, mission education; youth ministries; justice and ecumenical work; and in the training and support of ministers. It means that the denomination's national office is supported so programs and services can be developed and maintained. It means that our church continues to do God's marvelous work in this world.  
As leaders within our church, it is our joyful responsibility to learn what Presbyterians Sharing is all about, and to encourage our congregation to support these ministries as a vital part of walking with Christ Jesus.  It enables the church to be the church in the world.   

For more information visit:

www.presbyterian.ca/presbyterianssharing/
www.presbyterian.ca/resources/

Discussion:

1. What is the attitude towards Presbyterians Sharing in this congregation?

2. How might we find new ways to help our congregation know about the many lives we touch in positive and creative ways through Presbyterians Sharing?
3. How do our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing… help us fulfill our calling as a Christian community? 






