Seeking, Preparing and Admitting Professing Members
Session Starter Number 14
Prayer:
Welcoming God, who called Abraham and Sarah, disciples and outcasts, children and adults to walk with you, we give thanks that we have also heard your call and responded in faith. Help us to listen for your inviting voice again today as we gather in your holy name to fulfil the high calling of the session. In the name of Christ Jesus we pray. Amen.    

Introduction:

Book of Forms, section 110 says in part: 

The session is responsible for seeking out, preparing and admitting persons as professing members…

Scripture:  Matthew 4:18-20

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him.
A Brief Commentary:
In this brief passage, the curtains of time are drawn back, and we catch a glimpse of Jesus calling disciples to follow him. Using terms familiar to the brothers, he said, “Let’s go fishing. But instead of drawing fish from the sea, we will draw children, women and men into a kingdom of love, peace, truth and salvation.”

I wonder how well Peter and Andrew, who were skilled at the ways of the sea, understood what Jesus was talking about at that moment. Nevertheless, they set down their nets and took up a new vocation. Eventually they understood that Jesus was calling them to make disciples, to baptize, and to share with others the grace and wonder of God.

Reflection:

As Christians following Jesus in 2008, we, too, are called to go fishing. We are called to do what we can to draw children, women and men into an awareness of the presence of God and to help them be infused by the grace and wonder of God.

Though the Book of Forms does not use the same poetic metaphor of scripture, it echoes the words of Christ when it directs sessions to seek, prepare and admit persons into the community of faith as professing members.

In some congregations this responsibility is left solely to the minister. In other congregations the session shares in this ministry. In either case, we are to be proactive. It is not enough to sit patiently and wait for young people and newcomers to ask about membership. Sessions should take the initiative and warmly encourage those who are not yet members to consider entering into a deeper fellowship with God and others in the church.

Some congregations accomplish this by holding classes that explore the theology and practice of the church while helping people discover their God-given gifts that could be employed in the congregation and beyond. Sometimes elders participate in these gatherings by telling the stories of their own faith journeys or by talking about what it means to them to serve Christ Jesus in his church. In the end, participants are invited to offer vows of membership. Actively seeking, preparing and admitting members is an effective way to help people grow in faith.

Discussion:

1. How might we more actively seek and prepare new members?
2. How could elders help the minister with this ministry?






