Receiving New Members
Session Starter Number 36
Don Muir, Associate Secretary

General Assembly Office

Prayer:

Welcoming God, we give thanks for this congregation and for all who gather here week by week. May seeds of faith be planted through all our ministries. May your Spirit continue to convince searching souls to walk with you. Guide us so we will serve you faithfully. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Introduction: Book of Forms 110.5
The session is responsible for the reception into the fellowship of the congregation of members … 
Scripture: Romans 16:1-2a  NRSV
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae, so that you may welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for the saints …
A Brief Commentary:
Phoebe made the long journey from Cenchreae to Rome. She may have carried Paul’s letter to the Romans. In the letter, Paul urges Roman Christians to welcome Phoebe into their community as a sister in Christ and a helpful servant of the Lord. 
Reflection:

One of the important tasks of any session is to see that new Christians and new members are welcomed into the fellowship of the congregation. There are three ways baptized people are received and added to the membership roll of the congregation.

1. Profession of Faith 
After receiving instruction in the Christian faith, those ready to declare their desire to “walk in the ways of God and promise to seek the peace and welfare of the church” are examined by the session. Unless there is some clear reason for not doing so, the session would adopt a motion something like, “That Abbey Rhode be welcomed as a member of this congregation and her name added to the roll of professing members.” Abbey would be expected to profess her faith during a worship service. Unbaptized adults are baptized and profess their faith all in one ceremony. (See Book of Forms sections 110.2 and 110.3)
2. Transfer Certificate
Some may become professing members in one congregation and, later, transfer to another. When they arrive at the new congregation they bring with them, or have sent from their former congregation, a certificate that states they are members in good standing of a Presbyterian congregation or some other Christian congregation. The session would adopt a motion something like, “That Clay Pigeon be welcomed as a member of this congregation by transfer of certificate from [name of congregation] and his name added to the roll of professing members.” (See Book of Forms sections 110.5)
3. Resolution of Session
Those who have been members in another Christian congregation but are unable to provide a certificate of transfer may explain their situation to the minister or an elder. The session may then resolve to add them to the professing membership roll by way of a motion something like, “That the name of Corey Ander be welcomed as a member of this congregation by resolution of the session and her name added to the roll of professing members.” (See Book of Forms sections 110.5)
Follow up:
How could we better welcome people into the fellowship and membership of our congregation?






