Special Listening Committee
of The Presbyterian Church in Canada
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The Special LGBTQI Listening Committee known as Rainbow Communion.

Seven members drawn from across the church reflecting the diversity of
the denomination and includes two members who identify as LGBTQI.

OUR MANDATE

To offer a safe and respectful environment in which confidentiality is assured,
in order to encourage people

> to tell stories of harm done to them within and by the church because
of homophobia, heterosexism and transphobia; and

» to share stories of God's grace experienced by them and through them
in Christian ministry, even in the midst of the challenges they have faced.

To invite people to submit their stories orally or in writing (face-to-face, video
conference, phone call, email, traditional mail, or other means). Stories of those
who have given permission to share them may be included in the committee's
report to a future General Assembly.

To provide, after the listening process is completed, an appropriate response
to the issue of homophobia within The Presbyterian Church in Canada with
recommendations for concrete actions addressing homophobia to the General
Assembly for implementation within the church.

Wk are not ..

> a counselling team and the listening space is not a counselling session.

> a committee that directly shapes doctrine, policy or programs of The
Presbyterian Church in Canada nor is equipped to handle legal matters.

continued over...
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UR STORY OR BOOK
A LISTENING SPACE, PLEASE VISIT
THE WEBPAGE OR CONTACT US

Sk presbyterian.ca/listening
LGBTQI is an acronym used to refer to people whose sexual orientation is not
heterosexual and/or whose gender identity does not conform either to binary
male/female categories or the “assigned” gender at birth. LGBTQI is an acronym
for Leshian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer or Questioning, Intersex.

as a symbol of God's promise, has its origin in is central to our life as Christians
the biblical covenant with Noah and his family. It and in a broader sense reflects
is also a term or symbol often used to represent the sharing or exchanging of
the inclusion of the full diversity of people and intimate thoughts and feelings,

emphasizing the inclusion of persons who
identify as sexual and/or gender minorities.

especially when the exchange
is on a mental or spiritual level.

COMMUNION LISTENING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Co-Conveners: The Rev. Dr. Bob Faris (Toronto, ON), Ms. Sue Senior (Waterloo, ON)
Members: The Rev. Dr.Tim Archibald (New Minas, NS), The Rev. Joseph Bae

(Thornhill, ON), The Rev. Dr. Jean Morris (Calgary, AB), Ms. Sydney O'Brien (Waterloo, ON),
Ms. Bassma Younan (Aurora, ON)

Trained Rainbow Communion listeners from across Canada (some fluent in additional
languages) will be deputized and added to the roster of the listeners. These names will
be made available on the website.
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