How long does it take materials to decompose?

Read some of the items aloud.
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Vegetables

Paper

Cotton T-shirt

Orange peels

Tree leaves

Wool socks

Plastic-coated paper milk cartons

Leather shoes
Nylon fabric
Tin cans
Aluminum cans
Glass bottles
Styrofoam cup

Plastic bags

5 days -1 month
2-5 months

6 months

6 months
1year

1-5 years
5years

25-40 years
30-40 years
50-100 years
80-100 years
1million years
500 years to forever

500 years to forever

Source: US Forest Service
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