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Stories of Mission 

 

Through generous donations to Presbyterians Sharing it is possible for The Presbyterian Church in 

Canada to partner with presbyteries and local ministries to support initiatives across the country. In order 

that the work of each ministry might be shared with the Denomination, promoting the story of each 

ministry through Mission Capsules, Stories of Mission, Prayer Partners, reports, inserts, videos, worship 

resources, web resources, etc. is essential. Stories from each ministry help connect Presbyterians across 

Canada to ministries supported through their gifts to Presbyterians Sharing.  

 

Below are sample stories of mission and questions that ministries could consider when writing  annual 

stories of mission.   

 

 Who does the ministry serve? 

 

 Describe the ministries accomplishments and challenges. 

 How is the ministry addressing the challenges in its midst? 

 What impact is the ministry having? Where have there been successes? 

 Share a story of a person or group of people whose life/lives has/have been changed by 

 the ministry.  

 What is something new that the ministry has done this year? 

 

 Share how you have seen God at work. 

  How has God been at work in your ministry?   

  In whom has the ministry seen God?   

  What biblical verse represents the ministry, and why? 

 

 What is the ministries vision for the future? 

 

 What aspects of the ministry could congregations pray for? 

 

 Is there anything else that the ministry would like to share?  

 

 Website or blog address 

 

 

 

Ministries are encouraged to email high resolution photos (300 dpi at 4x6 or approximately 1MB), with 

permission, to add to the above submission. 

 

Below are two examples of stories of mission that follow a format that is both insightful and helpful to 

those who support ministries through their donations to Presbyterians Sharing.   
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Refugee Mission, Halifax, NS 

Henry Tereaux, Executive Director 

www.refugeemission.ca 

 

Working with refugees is a blessing. Their strength and courage is humbling. It is often difficult to 

witness the obstacles that Canada places before refugees when they arrive. More and more refugee 

claimants, including pregnant women, children and the elderly, are being detained in a holding centre - 

the equivalent of a medium security prison. Detention is a frightening experience: locked doors, body 

searches, barbed wire and handcuffs, even though the people have committed no crime. It can last for a 

few days or many months. Each week Refugee Mission staff and members from local congregations visit 

the detention centre accompanied by law students. They bring legal information, provide phone cards, 

work as advocates and, most importantly, bring hope. Visits from the staff of Refugee Mission are deeply 

appreciated. Mary, one of our volunteers, has often been called a ‘guardian angel’!  In 2012, we visited 

approximately 400 detainees, including 40 minors. 

 

The prophet Isaiah expressed his displeasure at the injustices that some people endure: ‘The LORD 

looked and was displeased that there was no justice. He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that 

there was no one to intervene.’ (Isaiah 59:15-16)  Thanks to support from Presbyterians Sharing through 

Canadian Ministries and donations to Gifts of Change, The Presbyterian Church in Canada ensures that 

we are able to intervene in the detention centre and help refugees find safety and justice.  

 

Chera, a poised and gentle young woman, had such a compelling story of injustice that the refugee board 

member immediately accepted her as a refugee after she completed her testimony at the tribunal – a rare 

event. After 20 months of uncertainty and anxiety, Chera was now safe and able to stay in Canada. Our 

matching program paired Chera with Christa, a student finishing a degree in International Development at 

Dalhousie University who had applied to be matched with a newly arrived refugee. They immediately 

clicked, and Chera was accepted into Christa’s circle of friends. Chera’s story of injustice will forever be 

part of her life story, but it need not define her entire experience.  Supported by Refugee Mission staff, a 

caring volunteer and her lawyer, Chera exclaimed “I am so fortunate! Thank you! This experience makes 

me want to be a human rights lawyer so I can give back to society.”  In 2012, 10 refugee women were 

twinned with women from Halifax.    

 

New immigration law introduced this year will authorize a mandatory detention period of one year with 

no review for certain refugees. Children under 16 will not be subject to this measure, however, they may 

remain in the detention centre with their parents. Or they could be taken away from their parents and put 

into foster care. There is clear evidence that separating children from their parents is likely to be even 

more traumatic than keeping them together, even in a prison-like facility. Must a parent, who has fled the 

terror of bombs and displacement, be forced to make that choice in Canada? We think not and in the year 

ahead we will continue to question unjust legislation and work for change.  Thank you for your prayers 

and financial support; through your kindness and generosity God’s work is being done in the world.  Visit 

our website and follow our blog at www.refugeemission.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.refugeemission.ca/


 

 

Trinity-Grace Church, Uptown, AB 

Rev. Wilma Kim 

www.trinitygracevalleychurch.ca 

 

Trinity-Grace is a small but growing congregation with a traditional building in an urban area of 

southwest Alberta.  The once Scots-Irish community has changed significantly in the last two decades. 

The downtown area, initially built for factory workers and their families, fell into disrepair following an 

economic downturn. Now, young families, artists, and new Canadians from Greece, Eastern Europe and 

Arabic speaking countries, are moving in and revitalizing the neighborhood.  The result is a diverse group 

of people with many interests and needs, offering us a real opportunity to build community. 

 

Due to grants made possible through the generous support of Presbyterians across the country, we were 

able to call a full time minister who has worked with the session and church groups to make connections 

in the neighbourhood and rejuvenate our worship and mission. Our worship is lively and our congregation 

is multicultural.  Daniel, a young man who first made contact with the congregation through VBS, is 

active in the congregation and helps translate for younger Arabic speaking children in our Sunday School.  

He also maintains our new website.  

 

We seek to be a church that is welcoming of all people and a community committed to being the body of 

Christ serving both Christ and our neighbor.  In addition to Sunday worship we take church to the 

community throughout the week.  Our minister is the chaplain for a youth hockey team, and a group from 

our church supplies muffins at early morning practices.  We are blessed to have some land around our 

church building. Fatima, a new member in our congregation, is an amazing gardener and community 

planner. Under her guidance, we will begin hosting a community garden this spring. This initiative will 

provide small plots of land for the residents in apartments in our neighbourhood.  In the fall, we will 

invite the community to worship with us, give thanks, and celebrate all the ways God is at work in the 

community.   

 

This year we began sharing our building with a community health clinic. While this new partnership 

meant we lost the use of some of our space and we had to re-think some of our programs, we are getting 

used to the change and enjoying the benefits of the relationship.  Pat, the community health care worker, 

not only works in the neighbourhood but is our part-time parish nurse.  This relationship benefits the 

seniors in the congregation and helps support the volunteers in the Out of the Cold program. 

 

We are working towards being a self-supporting congregation.  We talk about stewardship year-round and 

have started an annual financial stewardship program that invites people to look at and intentionally plan 

their gifts. We just started a PAR program, and five people have signed up so far.  We hold special 

offerings for mission work.  While this is not always easy, with the help of the Presbytery we are able to 

discern the necessary steps we have to take to be prepared for the time when we no longer receive grants.   

 

As we give thanks for The Presbyterian Church in Canada we ask for your prayers as we work together to 

build God’s kingdom in this world.  

 

 


