General Assembly Commissioner Orientation Notes
Being commissioned to the General Assembly is both a privilege and a responsibility. It is hoped this time will be a worshipful, enjoyable and enriching experience while, by praying, listening, speaking and voting, we discern the mind of Christ for The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
It is important for the efficient and effective conduct of the General Assembly for commissioners to be as prepared as possible for the event. Commissioners who know what to expect in terms of process and content of reports will find the experience more engaging than those who arrive unprepared. 

Presbyteries are encouraged to provide commissioner orientation. You may want to contact the clerk of your presbytery to find out what orientation is being offered. To supplement your presbytery’s orientation, please read on.
The General Assembly

The General Assembly is the highest court of The Presbyterian Church in Canada and consists of 1/6th of all ministers and diaconal ministers on the constituent roll of presbyteries and an equal number of ruling elders. 
[image: image1.wmf]
Also present at the Assembly is the Moderator. The installation of the Moderator takes place at the first sederunt. The Moderator conducts the Assembly and is responsible for keeping good order. The Clerks of Assembly sit by the Moderator to offer advice as needed and to record the minutes. Conveners of Assembly committees and National Office staff (who may also be commissioners), Young Adult Representatives from various presbyteries, Student Representatives from our theological colleges (Knox, The Presbyterian College and St. Andrew’s Hall / Vancouver School of Theology), ecumenical, interfaith and international guests, will also be in attendance. 
What does the General Assembly do?

All committees and agencies of the Assembly report to it. The Assembly considers and responds to overtures received from sessions, presbyteries or synods. Overtures are requests for action by the General Assembly on matters that affect the whole denomination.

The General Assembly also considers petitions and appeals forwarded by lower courts, sets future direction for the church, deals with finances and refers matters to congregations, sessions, presbyteries and synods for study and response or action.
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The Book of Reports
The Book of Reports will be available for download for free at Presbyterian.ca. A hardcopy binder may be purchased for $30.00 (plus taxes and shipping) through Parasource (1-800-263-2664). Ask for the 2017 Book of Reports (product # 2017050701) The first part of the Book of Reports contains information about the Assembly and its venue, possibly including RSVP events. Please note the section called “Practice and Procedures at General Assembly” that contains a glossary of terms that will be helpful to know.
The second part of the binder contains the reports to come before the Assembly. You are encouraged to read every report. If it is not possible to read them all, at least read those with recommendations in order to be as prepared as possible to discuss and vote on these issues. Those with recommendations have them listed at the beginning of the report as well as in the body of the report. Briefings during the Assembly will also provide opportunities for questions. 
What does a sederunt look like? 

[image: image3.wmf]The word sederunt is Latin for “they sat”. In the context of the General Assembly a sederunt is a “sitting” or a meeting segment of the gathering. The Moderator opens and closes each sederunt with prayer. The Committee on Business prepares the agenda and guides the flow of business. Reports are presented. Recommendations are discussed and voted on. Decisions are made. International, ecumenical and inter-faith guests are invited to address the court. Commissioners must receive permission from the Committee on Roll and Leave to Withdraw if, due to an unforeseen emergency, they need to be absent for a sederunt. Commissioners are strongly urged to fulfill their commission by attending every sederunt. 
Motions and Voting 
[image: image4.wmf]Recommendations are presented to the Assembly with opportunities for discussion and vote. Some recommendations will be adopted by the consent of the Assembly. Consent recommendations are those the presenter believes do not require Assembly discussion. Consent recommendations are marked with a ( symbol on the first page of each report. Any commissioner who wants to discuss a consent recommendation may ask that it be removed from the consent recommendations and it will be discussed and voted on in the usual manner. Commissioners vote by holding up a voting card that is issued at the Assembly during registration. Some recommendations may take hours to decide while others will be adopted in mere seconds. Additional motions are usually permitted provided that they are related to a report before the Assembly. New business is not normally permitted. Business comes before the Assembly through reports and overtures. Please see the Summary of Motions page for a little more information about the kinds of motions that may come before the court. The same summary will also appear on the back of the voting card.

Costs

The Assembly is responsible for the cost of accommodations and return travel between your home and the Assembly at the rates stipulated in the Travel Regulations statement sent to commissioners. Some restrictions apply. Your presbytery will cover the cost of meals.
After the Assembly

Each presbytery will expect commissioners to report on the Assembly. Your clerk of presbytery should let you know how this will be done since requirements vary from presbytery to presbytery. 
May God bless you as you accept this commission and serve our church 

in this wonderfully important way. 
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