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The Presbyterian Church in Canada

{Spring Cleaning your Church}
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 Spring cleaning your church
The weather is warming up and the flowers are coming out, which means it is time for spring cleaning! Our churches require the same care as our homes to keep them clean and inviting. An important part of being a hospitable congregation is providing a safe, tidy and comfortable church building for all who use it. 

It is a good idea for congregations to schedule a time each spring to tackle the bigger cleaning projects that don’t get done on a weekly basis. In preparation, take a minute to imagine that you are a first-time worshipper entering your church: What do you see? Are there areas that look dirty, worn-out, unattended, or cluttered? Start your spring cleaning by focusing on the problem areas you’ve identified, or see below for a checklist of the most common areas that require spring cleaning in churches.
[image: image2.png]


Spring Cleaning Checklist for Churches
Indoors
· Check for holes or scuffs on the walls that need to be cleaned or painted
· Clean carpets and floors (arrange to have this professionally done if needed)

· Give the sanctuary a thorough dusting & shining

· Deep clean and organize the church kitchen(s)
· Clean, de-clutter and update child care facilities 

· Ensure bathrooms are clean and in good working order 

· Organize and update welcome area, ensuring it is clean, warm, and inviting
· Ask groups and ministries to de-clutter and clean their storage and office areas
· Ensure all posters and pamphlets on display are current and relevant
· Do a thorough health and safety inspection of the building

Outdoors 
· Clean eaves troughs 

· Wash windows and screens

· Check for damage to exterior of the building

· Make sure signs are clean and up-to-date

· Ensure sidewalks and parking lots are clean and fill potholes and cracks if necessary
· Mow the lawn and organize lawn care for the rest of the season

· Plant flowers, weed existing gardens and trim bushes

· Ensure main entrance is accessible, inviting and up-to-date
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Why not turn spring cleaning the church into a fellowship event? 
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 Provide a delicious meal in exchange for a few hours of work.
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 Set it up as a contest between ministries to see who best cleans out their
storage space and office. Give a prize to the winner. 
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 Make it into a community-wide event by hosting a neighbourhood clean-up 
afternoon in conjunction with your church spring cleaning. 
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