An Order of Service for

Remembrance Sunday

CALL TO WORSHIP

God is our refuge and strength; 

a very present help in trouble. 

Psalm 46:1 

I lift up my eyes to the hills – 

from whence will my help come? 

My help comes from the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

Psalm 121:1-2 

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew 

their strength, 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary 

they shall walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 

his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 

What does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 

Micah 6:8 

WELCOME
We come from scattered lives 

and from our various activities 

and responsibilities 

to pause in the presence of God. 

We commit ourselves to work 

in humility and trust,
for peace in our time,
for reconciliation among nations, 

so that all people may 

live together in freedom, justice and respect. 

We pray for all 

who mourn, those in pain and who have experienced any loss,
and any who continue to suffer the consequences of war. 

We remember with gratitude
those whose lives
have been given in sacrifice and taken away in terror.

HYMN

PRAYER
Loving God,

Compassionate Son,  

Healing Spirit,

  
You approach us with such kindness and tenderness,

  
You look kindly on us no matter our state or condition…

  
Your care for this world and for us is greater than we could know or imagine:



You turn weeping into laughter



You turn sorrow into joy



You turn death into life



You redeem all that is undone by violence and destruction.




And so in adoration of you  




we come and we pause, 




we rest from our work and responsibilities, 




and we rest from our play and from our fantasies, 





to enjoy you 





to enjoy your beauty 





and to seek your peace.

We confess that we have not done all that is possible to promote peace and justice in your world.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves and we have let hatred for our enemies overrun us.

Our anger is greater than our compassion, we tear down and do but build up, we take more than we give.

Forgive us and use our lives to build up your Kingdom in this world 

and welcome us by your grace into your Kingdom in the next.  

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 
We remember God’s grace and care in time of need and crisis.

We remember the courage and sacrifice of the women, men, and families of the armed forces.

We remember those whose bodies, minds, and souls were scarred in battle 
and whose lives will forever bear the wounds of war.

We remember refugees, children, the poor, and all those who are caught in struggles of power.

We remember the pride and folly that often leads to war.

We remember those who make and keep peace. 

We remember those who fell in war and 
who we have known and loved and who now dwell in the eternal peace of your presence.

Voice 1

They shall grow not old, 

as we that are left grow old; 

age shall not weary them, 

nor the years condemn. 

Voice 2
At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning, 

we will remember them. 

All 

We will remember them.

SILENCE

Let us pray:

Eternal and loving God 

we give you thanks 
and remember those who died in the turmoil of war 
and whom you have gathered to your loving presence.
Let your peace 

calm our anxieties and fears
and bring understanding among to the nations, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

HYMN
LISTENING FOR THE WORD FROM GOD 

One or more of the following are read: 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up 

the mountain, and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. Then he began to 

speak, and taught them, saying: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will 

be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 

the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will 

receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will 

see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 

be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile you 

and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before 

you.” 

Matthew 5:1-12
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

and do not let them be afraid. 

John 14:27 

The wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 

mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 

partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of

righteousness is sown in peace for those 

who make peace. 

James 3:17-18 

This is the message we have heard from 

him and proclaim to you, that God is light 

and in him there is no darkness at all. 

1 John 1:5 

HOMILY

PRAYER
Loving God, we come to you with prayers 

for the men and women of the armed services

who died in war, each one 

remembered by and known to God; 

Lord in your mercy, give us peace 

Hear our prayer
for those who are bereaved, distressed, and filled with grief; 

Lord in your mercy, give us peace 

Hear our prayer
for all members of the armed forces who 

are serving in conflicts and dangerous places today; 
Lord in your mercy, give us peace 

Hear our prayer
for the friends and family who pray and look 

for their safe return; 

Lord in your mercy, give us peace 

Hear our prayer
for the forms of laws, for politicians, and religious leaders 

who have the power to make peace and stop war;
Lord in your mercy, give us peace 

Hear our prayer
for those who work to keep peace, 
and who work for justice and fairness; 

Lord in your mercy, give us peace 

Hear our prayer
As we remember and honour what is past, 
may we put our trust in you for the future; 

for you are the rock and surety of life

and we give you our praise. 

Amen.

All join together in the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, …

Amen

RESPONDING IN HOPE AND COMMITMENT 

Wreaths are laid or candles are lit or flowers are laid or crosses brought forward
HYMN
COMMISSIONING

Let us go from this place to commit ourselves to the building up of God’s reign in the world through

responsible living, faithful prayer, and courageous speech. 

Will you work for peace in the world and in your relationships? 

We will 

Will you seek healing for the world and its people? 

We will 

Will you work for justice? 

We will 

THE BLESSING
God grant peace to the living,

rest to the dead,

and unity to us all. 

And may the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all this day 
and always. 

