A Remembrance Day Service 

Theme: The way to peace

This service was designed by youth and the then-minister of Knox, Agincourt, the Rev. Glen Davis.

Responsive call to worship:

M: In times of trouble and war we called to the Lord,


and the Lord rescued us and gave us peace.

P: We will proclaim God’s faithfulness now and to all generations.

M: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (Mt. 5:9)

P: We will share the peace of Christ, that passes all understanding, with this and with all generations.

Hymn: 738, “God the omnipotent”

Unison prayer:

O God of peace, we praise you for your gift of peace.


When we get worried and stressed, you calm us with the peace of your presence.

When we say and do things we know are wrong,


you give us the peace of your forgiveness.

When relationships with family or friends break down,


You show us the way of love and reconciliation and you help us to make peace.

We confess, O God, that we do not always follow the way of peace. 


We seek revenge when someone hurts us. 



We get angry when someone criticizes us.




We put down the people who don’t live up to our expectations.





We are quick to try to solve our problems with violence.

O God, forgive us and show us the way of love, forgiveness and peace.

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen

Hymn: 736, “For the healing of the nations” (may use tune 647)

Scriptures:

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:6-7

New Testament: James 3:13-18

Living Faith

8.5 World peace (p. 25)

Special music

Dramatization: The Peacemakers

1. 1.
The war is over!

A paper boy yells, “Extra, extra! The war’s over! The troops are coming home.” A young woman in a black shawl stands alone crying. Someone notices and asks why she’s not rejoicing. She says she can’t be happy because her husband has been killed and will not be coming home. The youth gather around her and offer support. Then the youth in unison say, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.”

1. 2.
When parents quarrel

Two youth—one male, one female—argue because the man has brought home two big steaks. The wife objects that they can’t afford steak. The argument escalates until their daughter runs in, calls time out, scolds them and urges them to find another way to settle their differences. The youth say in union, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.”

1. 3.
Fight! Fight!

Two guys bump in the school corridor and a physical fight erupts. Others gather and yell, “Fight! Fight!” A student rushes in, separates them and suggests that fighting solves nothing, and demands that the guys apologize to each other. The youth say in unison, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.”

Meditation: Finding another way

Passing the peace: As people shake hands invite them to say, “The peace of Christ be with you.”

Hymn: 740, “Make me a channel of your peace

Presentation of offering

Doxology

Prayer of Dedication

Poem: “I don’t remember”

I don’t remember the sound of guns ringing in my ears.

I don’t remember soldiers, buried in the mud.

I don’t remember the tears, running down so many sorrowful faces.

I don’t remember how it feels to be attacked by thousands of soldiers,


Or not knowing if my husband or children are gone forever.

I don’t know how it feels to kill someone with a bullet that I shot.

I don’t know how it feels to have lost a limb or a friend.

I don’t remember a time without freedom, peace, or loved ones near by.

I remember peace and freedom.

I remember the joyful chirping of little birds, flying in the breeze.

I remember the warm feeling of having friends and family greet me, when I come home from a hard day.

I remember the joyful laughter of friends and family.

I remember the feeling of knowing the next day I will wake up to another cheerful morning.

I remember peace, freedom, and love.

As long as I live, I will never forget the people who gave me this freedom,

Brave young soldiers giving all they’ve got to fight for their country, until the last drop of blood has fallen from their brave hearts of gold.

They were all soldiers to the end, and I am thankful for all they gave so that I could lead a happy carefree life of peace and freedom.

To all that helped me get this freedom and peace, whether they lay in the fields of poppies, or they live today, thank you.

Thank you for the love, peace, and freedom that you risked life and limb to give me.





Written by a Grade 7 student, source unknown.

Laying of the wreath

The Last Post

M: At the going down of the sun

P:  and in the morning,

All: we will remember them. 

Silent remembering

Reveille

Hymn: 833, “O Canada” and/or 834, “God save our gracious queen.”

Prayer of remembrance (A litany for peace)

Loving God, we remember today that you are the giver of every good gift, and one of your gifts is peace. You have blessed us with freedom, and you have met all our needs.


O God, help us never to forget your gifts.

We remember those who gave their lives in two world wars, the Korean War and other conflicts. We know that their sacrifice is part of your gift of peace and freedom.


O God, help us never to forget the price they paid.

Lord Jesus Christ, you said that people have no greater love than to lay down their life for their friends. You laid down your life for us, and you call us your friends. Those who were killed or maimed or scarred in wars laid down a piece of their lives for us.


O God, help us to live lives worthy of your sacrifice and theirs.

We remember that you alone are the source of peace and justice. We pray with all our hearts for peace in our times. Bring true peace to those places where conflicts continue to smoulder: Somalia, Afghanistan, Sudan, Pakistan, the Gaza strip and many other places.

O God, bring an end to hatred and senseless violence, and give peace in our time.

We remember, O God, that homes and workplaces, schools and streets are not always places of peace. Yet you have offered us the way of peace through the love of Jesus Christ.

O God, help us to accept your offer and to find another way, the way of Love, the way of Jesus, to heal our differences.

We hold up before you, O God, all those who work for peace: Canadian peacekeepers, family members and friends who try to bring peace between quarrelling loves ones, religious communities who teach and try to live the way of peace.

O God, help us to be peacemakers in our homes, our communities and our world. We pray through Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, who taught us this prayer:


Our Father, who art in heaven…

Hymn: 726, “May the God of hope go with us”

Benediction

