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THE ATTENTION OF THE COURTSISDRAWN TO THE FOLLOWING

1998 REMITS which are sent down under the Barrier Act: (page references are to the Acts and
Proceedings, 1998). Please note: reports on these remits are to be sent to the Clerks of Assembly
in terms of Book of Forms sections 257 and 297.3.

Remit A, 1998: That the following new sections of the Book of Forms be adopted and sent to the
presbyteries under the Barrier Act (Clerks of Assembly, Rec. 5, p. 245, 25):

New Section 176.5.2 A person whose name has been removed without recourse to formal
discipline from the appendix to the roll of presbytery ceases to be a minister under
supervision by The Presbyterian Church in Canada. He/She must be given an Historical
Certificate noting he/she was ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacraments and is at the
date of issuance a minister of The Presbyterian Church in Canada in good and regular
standing, the certificate to indicate the reasons for hisher removal from the appendix to the
roll, and noting that the individual thereby ceases to be a minister under the supervision of
The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

New Section 176.5.3 A person whose name has been removed without recourse to formal
discipline from the appendix to the roll, athough ceasing to be a minister under supervision
by The Presbyterian Church in Canada is thereby not deprived of his/her ordination to the
ministry of Word and Sacraments in the Church Catholic. He/She may make application
through a presbytery to be re-instated by that presbytery to membership on the appendix to
theroll, the presbytery to make the appropriate inquiries.

New Section 176.5.4 A member of the Order of Diaconal Ministries whose name has been
removed without recourse to formal discipline from the appendix to the roll of presbytery
may remain a member of the Order of Diaconal Ministries but her/his ministry will no longer
be regarded as being under the supervision of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. She/He
must be given an Historical Certificate that she/he was designated as a member of the Order
of Diaconal Ministries, the certificate to indicate the reasons for her/his remova from the
appendix to the roll, and noting that the individual thereby ceases to be a diacona minister
under the supervision of The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

New Section 176.5.5 A member of the Order of Diaconal Ministries whose name has been
removed without recourse to forma discipline from the appendix to the roll, remains a
member of that Order at the Order’s discretion and can only be placed on the appendix to the
roll of presbytery upon application to a presbytery, the presbytery to make the appropriate
inquiries.
HISTORICAL CERTIFICATE
(to be placed in Appendix A)

(Sample)

This certifies that (name) was ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacraments within The
Presbyterian Church in Canada and is on this date in good and regular standing. By action of
the Presbytery of (name) her/his name has been removed from the appendix to the roll since

she/he (reasons for remova given) , and shelhe, therefore,
ceases to be aminister under the supervision of The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

(Given at)

(Date)

(signed, Clerk of Presbytery)
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Remit B, 1998: That the following additiona section to the Book of Forms be adopted and sent
down to the presbyteries under the Barrier Act (Clerks of Assembly, Rec. 10, p. 249, 25):

Elders may resign the active exercise of the office at any time during their term of service.

Remit C, 1998: That the following addition to the Book of Forms section 343.1 be approved and
remitted to the presbyteries under the Barrier Act (Life and Mission Agency, Rec. 19, p. 349,
26):
Complainants under the Policy for Dealing with Sexual Abuse and Harassment are not liable
to censure for arefusal to testify to their complaint in a Church court.

DECLARATORY ACT

That the following Declaratory Act be adopted in respect to section 260 of the Book of Forms
(Clerks of Assembly, Rec. 9, p. 248-49, 25):

The decision by a synod to function through commissioners, as per section 260 of the Book
of Forms, is dependent upon the agreement of 75 percent of the members of synod in
attendance at the meeting at which this decision is made.

INTERIM ACTS

1.  That the 124th General Assembly, by a more than two-thirds affirmative vote, adopted the
Life and Mission Agency, Recommendation No. 20 (p. 350, 26), thus making Remit C, 1998
(Lifeand Mission Agency, Rec. 19, p. 349), an interim act.

2. That the 124th Genera Assembly, by a more than two-thirds affirmative vote, adopted the
Clerks of Assembly Recommendation No. 10 (p. 249, 25) and the Weir Additional Motion
(p. 25), thus making Remit B, 1998 an interim act.
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THE ACTS AND PROCEEDINGS OF
THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA

HELD AT
WINDSOR, ONTARIO

JUNE 7-12, 1998
FIRST SEDERUNT

At the city of Windsor, Ontario, and within St. Andrew’s Church there, on Sunday the seventh day
of June in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, at seven-thirty o’clock in the
evening.

At which place and time ministers, diaconal ministers and ruling elders, commissioners from the
severa presbyteries of The Presbyterian Church in Canada convened pursuant to appointment of
the General Assembly held in the city of Ottawa, Ontario, on the first day of June last year.

Public worship was conducted by the Rev. Jeffrey F. Loach, Minister of St. Andrew’s Church,
Windsor. He was assisted by the Rev. John D. Congram, Moderator of the 123rd General
Assembly. Assisting as readers were the Rev. Rodger D. McEachern, Minister of Forest Glade
Church, Windsor, and Moderator of the Presbytery of Essex-Kent; the Rev. Evelyn M.1. Carpenter,
Minister of First Church, Chatham, and Moderator of the Synod of Southwestern Ontario; Ms.
Chrigtina Ball, Diaconal Minister of St. James Church, Chatham. The evening began with a sing-
along, led by members of the staff of Camp Kintail. The service began with an introit by the choir
of St. Andrew’s, under the direction of Brian R. Sweetman, and the choir sang one anthem during
the service. The Offertory was provided by the Joyful Noise Band, a group of young people from
St. Andrew’s Church, Dresden. The Brass Musicians, Gillian MacKay, Michael Seguin,
Jehnbakhsh Jsavala and Corey Fitzpatrick added to the festive time of the occasion.

Mr. Congram preached a sermon “Why God is irritated with the Church” which concentrated on
integrating children into the whole life of the Church. Mr. Loach and Mr. Congram administered
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Elders from St. Andrew’s Church and loca churches
distributed the elements.

ASSEMBLY CONSTITUTED

Thereafter, with prayer, the Moderator, J.D. Congram, constituted the General Assembly in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the only King and Head of the Church.

ROLL OF ASSEMBLY

The names of those commissioned by the several presbyteries of the Church were presented by the
Principa Clerk in a printed list, and the Assembly agreed to accept the same as the roll of
Assembly subject to corrections. The roll as finally established is as follows, with those who sent
their regrets marked with an asterisk:

Ministers Elders
l. SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES
1 Presbytery of Cape Breton (Nova Scotia)
Robert Lyle, Sydney Victor J. Ravanello, Marion Bridge
Lloyd A. Murdock, Baddeck BarbaraB. Tower, Baddeck
2. Presbytery of Newfoundland (Newfoundland)
N.E. (Ted) Thompson, St. John's John P. Henderson, St. John's
3. Presbytery of Pictou (Nova Scotia)
John R. Cameron, Merigomish Karen E. MacKay, Brookland
Glen Matheson, New Glasgow Agnes S. Saunders, Westville

H. Kenneth Stright, Pictou John A. Stewart, Barney’s River



10.

11.

12.

1.
13.

14.

15.

Presbytery of Halifax-L unenburg (Nova Scotia)
Judithe A. Adam-Murphy, Halifax Grant C. MacDonad, ElImsdale
Robert E. Baker, Greenwood Donald A. Roy, Halifax

Presbytery of St. John (New Brunswick)
Catherine A. Anderson, Grand Bay (Diaconal) Hollie V. Craig, Fredericton
George E.C. Anderson, Moncton Stanley W. Spavold, Grafton
Kent E. Burdett, Hampton L. Harold Wilson, Moncton

Presbytery of Miramichi (New Brunswick)
Murdo MacKay, Millerton

Presbytery of Prince Edward Iland (Prince Edward I dland)

Adam Lees, Montague Banning H. Hardie, Coleman

Gordon J. Matheson, Charlottetown Nancy L. Harvey, Summerside
SYNOD OF QUEBEC & EASTERN ONTARIO
Preshytery of Quebec (Quebec)

Scott G. Emery, Quebec City Raobert B. Nicholson, Scotstown
Presbytery of Montreal (Quebec)

Andrew J.R. Johnston, Beaconsfield Gregory A. Buitt, Lachine

Geoffrey D. Johnston, Montreal James E. Goring, Pointe Claire

William J. Klempa, Montreal Mary Lou Johnston, Outremont

Paul D. Scott, Pointe Claire Joycelyn H. Mackay, St. Laurent

Daniel J. Shute, Montrea Marion R. McLaren, Montreal

Glynis R. Williams, Montreal lan L. Stones, Montreal
Presbytery of Seaway-Glengarry (Ontario)

John F. Crowdis, Cornwall James F. Gursby, Oxford Station

Bert deBruijn, Chesterville Shirley J. Folkard, Vankleek Hill

James T. McVeigh, Dunvegan John S. MacDonald, Lansdowne
Presbytery of Ottawa (Ontario)

Tony Boonstra, Richmond Marlene L. duCharme, Ottawa

Floyd R. McPhege, Ottawa Peter B. Finlay, Ottawa

Cedric C. Pettigrew, Ottawa C. Jean Phillips, Ottawa

James H.W. Statham, Orleans Harm Rombeek, Kanata
Presbytery of Lanark & Renfrew (Ontario)

Roderick B. Lamb, Petawawa * James Armit, Renfrew

Linda E. Robinson, McDonald's Corners Wayne G. Senior, Kinburn

SYNOD OF TORONTO & KINGSTON
Presbytery of Kingston (Ontario)

Craig A. Cribar, Belleville Bert Hielema, Tweed

Barry E. Van Dusen, Amherstview Hendrick W. Vos, Belleville
Presbytery of Lindsay-Peterborough (Ontario)

William J. Bynum, Lakefield Richard N. Leclerc, Peterborough

Stuart Macdonald, Baltimore CeciliaA. Morris, Cobourg

David J. Whitecross, Lindsay Margaret L. Taylor, Hastings
Presbytery of Pickering (Ontario)

James F. Czegledi, Whitby Marie Barylak, Whitby

H. Glen Davis, Agincourt Mark Davis, Scarborough

Stephen Kendall, Scarborough Margaret J. Kelly, Scarborough

Lynda Reid, Toronto (Diaconal) Harold Longridge, Toronto

Sheina B. Smith, Ashburn Gwen A.P. Lyons, Uxbridge

Ronad E. Van Auken, Whitby Ray |. Porter, Ashburn
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

45.

V.
24.

Presbytery of East Toronto (Ontario)
James F. Biggs, North York

John D. Congram, North Y ork
Terrie-Lee Hamilton, Toronto (Diaconal)
Carol H. Loudon, Toronto

George C. Vais, Toronto

John A. Vissers, Toronto

Presbytery of West Toronto (Ontario)
Paulette M. Brown, Toronto
Patricia Dutcher-Walls, Toronto
Sarah Y.M. Kim, Mississauga
Elias Morales, Toronto
Pok Y oung (Paul) Ryu, Toronto
Mark A. Tremblay, Hamilton, Bermuda

Presbytery of Brampton (Ontario)
Mary B. Campbell, Mississauga
James W.A. Cooper, Port Credit
John A. Giurin, Norval
Helen L. Goggin, Oakville
Douglas C. McQuaig, Mississauga

Presbytery of Oak Ridges (Ontario)
Gordon A. Beaton, Aurora
Helen W. Hartai, Markham
IssaA. Saliba, Maple
Daniel D. Scott, Bradford

Presbytery of Barrie (Ontario)
Allen J. Aicken, Barrie
John A. Fraser, Barrie
A.R. Neal Mathers, Nottawa
James A. Sitler, Bracebridge

Presbytery of Temiskaming (Ontario)
CassandraH.J. Wessdl, Kirkland Lake
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Eshwar E. Dedlly, Thornhill

Sandra R. Demson, Toronto

Janice Hamalainen, Scarborough
Hugh Lloyd, Toronto

Maureen C. McQueen-Scott, Toronto
DonnaM. Wells, North Y ork

Robert E. Bethune, Mississauga
Janet E. Brewer, Toronto

George E.H. King, Etobicoke
Marguerite W. Lucas, Toronto

John Morris, Beeton

Belinda Paul-MacDonald, Brampton

Ruth E. Alison, Terra Cotta
Florence M. Mannard, Oakville
Merle J. Middlebrook, Inglewood
Fred J. Stewart, Mississauga
Wilma Zinkweg, Mississauga

Maher Rizkalla, Thornhill
Bruce W. Smith, Richmond Hill
Toob Van Dalen, Aurora
Ann Whitmore, Thornhill

Arthur Evans, Port McNicoll
Bradley O. McGrady, Hillsdale
Carol Stecle, Barrie

J. Campbell Steele, Phelpton

* Eleanor W. Hurd, Kirkland Lake

Presbytery of Algoma & North Bay (Ontario)

James J. Gordon, Sault Ste. Marie
FredaM. MacDonad, Burk's Falls

Marjorie E. Bates, Sundridge
Gordon B. McDonald, Sault Ste. Marie

Presbytery of Waterloo-Wellington (Ontario)

LindaJ. Ashfield, Waterloo
LindaJ. Bell, Elmira

C.A. (Zander) Dunn, Guelph
Herbert F. Gale, Guelph
William T. Hennessy, Kitchener
J. Kevin Livingston, Cambridge

Presbytery of Eastern Han-Ca
In Kee Kim, Mississauga
Jong-Hwan (John) Kim, Mississauga
Y oung-Key Min, Scarborough

Joyce D.l. Crane, Elmira
Lenore Hidop, Fergus

Janet E. MacDowell, Waterloo
Elizabeth M. Pearse, Fergus
Joan A. Riddell, Cambridge
Mary Rogers, Eden Mills

Hyun Ho Kang, Longueuil (PQ)
Myung Joon Kang, London
Kun-Sil Park, Scarborough

SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

Presbytery of Hamilton (Ontario)
Jeffrey P. Chalmers, Dundas
Petrus H. Greyling, Hamilton
Scott Sinclair, Hagersville
Victoria Smit, Hamilton (Diaconal)
Thomas G. Vais, Caledonia
JoAnne M. Walter, Stoney Creek

D. Ruth Alexander, Hamilton
Cliff Andrews, Ancaster
OrlaJ. McMillan, Grimsby
Joe R. Sentpetery, Hamilton
Joseph Tarka, Hamilton

Jane E. Wiseman, Burlington



25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

VI.
35.

36.

VII.
37.

38.

Presbytery of Niagara (Ontario)
Hugh C. Jones, Niagara Falls

L. Paul Shobridge, St. Catharines
Martin A. Wehrmann, St. Catharines

Presbytery of Paris (Ontario)
Mark B. Gaskin, Brantford
Jan E. Mclntyre, Woodstock
Warren K. McKinnon, Woodstock

Presbytery of London (Ontario)
Jennifer L. Cameron, Glencoe
Peter D. Coutts, London
GloriaL. Langlois, Belmont
Keith A. McKee, London

Presbytery of Essex-Kent (Ontario)
William J. Ball, Chatham
Rodger D. McEachern, Windsor
Kathleen E. Pfeffer, Chatham

Presbytery of Sarnia (Ontario)
Johan (Joop) A. Eenkhoorn, Point Edward
Douglas E.W. Lennox, Alvinston
Philip M. Wilson, Corunna

Presbytery of Huron-Perth (Ontario)
Robbin D. Congram, Shakespeare
Cathrine E. Campbell, Brussels
H.D. Rick Horg¢t, St. Marys
Daniel Roushorne, Exeter
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Marion E. Beaul, Fort Erie
Keith Clarke, Thorold
David G. Sorley, NiagaraFalls

Elizabeth J. Kamar, Brantford
Jean E. Powdll, Brantford
Patricia A. White, Paris

Dorothy J. Booth, London
Earl J. Morden, Rodney
Joseph H. Murray, Denfield
Ermal. Pritchard, London

Joan A. Ashley, Tecumseh
Alex C. MacTavish, Dresden
Carolyn R. Reid, Leamington

Philip A. Clements, Alvinston
James T. Gadsden, Thedford
DrenaHarvey, Strathroy

Howard S. Mitchell, Listowel
Derek R. Nind, Listowel
Murray R. Park, Mitchell

Presbytery of Grey-Bruce-Maitland (Ontario)

Andrew Human, Walkerton
Pearl P.V. Vasarhelyi, Holstein
John P. Vaudry, Wingham

Ruth M. Bell, Lucknow
Delbert S. Fowler, Dundalk
Gordon F. Hedges, Markdale

SYNOD OF MANITOBA & NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO

Presbytery of Superior (Ontario)
Joanne R. MacOdrum, Geraldton

Presbytery of Winnipeg (M anitoba)
Charles S. Cook, Thompson
Henry L. Hildebrandt, Kenora (ON)
R. lan Shaw, Winnipeg

Presbytery of Brandon (M anitoba)
Dale S. Woods, Brandon

SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN

Preshbytery of Assiniboia (Saskatchewan)

Deborah Lannon, Regina
Andrew Apack R. Song, Moose Jaw

Audrey J. Johnston, Geraldton

Alan Lawhead, Thompson
Katherine A. MacL eod, Winnipeg
Jacqueline E. M. Phills, Winnipeg

Deveryn D.A. Ross, Brandon

Mary E. Findlay, Swift Current
B. Jo Morris, Regina

Presbytery of Northern Saskatchewan (Saskatchewan)

Stewart Folster, Saskatoon
M.E. (Betty) Marsh, North Battleford

Elma E. Horseman, Saskatoon
Harvey Pechawis, Mont Nebo

SYNOD OF ALBERTA & THE NORTHWEST

Presbytery of Peace River
D. Allan Young, Dixonville, AB

J. Douglas W. Sinclair, Fort St. John, BC

Presbytery of Edmonton-L akeland (Alberta)



39.

40.

VIII.
41.

42.

43.

46.
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Presbytery of Central Alberta (Alberta)
Sandra C. Franklin-Law, Eckville
Ron D. Tiessen, Rocky Mountain House

Preshytery of Calgary-Macleod (Alberta)
Robert W. Cruickshank, Calgary
J. Karl English, Cagary
* D. Murdo Marple, Cagary
M. Dianne Ollerenshaw, Calgary

SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Presbytery of Kootenay (British Columbia)
Murray L. Garvin, Slocan Park Colin M. MacDonald, Castlegar

Marion L. Alderson, Red Deer
Donald S. MacLeod, Red Deer

Marie Bondar, Cagary
Robert W. Gregory, Calgary
Evan Hertzsprung, Calgary
William G. Stephen, Calgary

Preshbytery of Kamloops (British Columbia)
Rod A. Ferguson, Prince George Brian M. Lawrence, Williams Lake
Edward F. Millin, Vernon Sepkje Lind, Kamloops

Presbytery of Westminster (British Columbia)
Brian J. Fraser, West VVancouver Garland Chow, Vancouver
Robert C. Garvin, Mission Samuel Greene, Mission
Karen R. McAndless-Davis, Surrey Brian JM. Mills, Vancouver
Bobby J. Ogdon, Surrey Keith D. Perry, Burnaby
Robin D. Ross, Mission Henry Romain, North Vancouver
lan Victor, West Vancouver Gwen G. Stinson, West Vancouver

Presbytery of Vancouver Island (British Columbia)
Geoffrey B. Jay, Victoria Danidl T. Bartie, Victoria
David W. Stewart, Victoria Ivan F. Cronsberry, Victoria
Wayne H. Stretch, Victoria Vern K. Moore, Sooke

Presbytery of Western Han-Ca

Young Sun Lee, Winnipeg Nam-Joung Cho, Burnaby

YOUNG ADULT REPRESENTATIVES AND STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

The names of Young Adult Representatives and Student Representatives to the 124th Genera
Assembly were presented by the Principal Clerk in a printed list. The court agreed to list within
these minutes the names of these representatives as follows:

Young Adult Representatives

Cape Breton Jonathan K. Webber, Marion Bridge, NS
Pictou Leigh-Ann N. Cameron, Westville, NS
St. John Ryan Clarkson, Stanley, NB

Prince Edward Island

Montreal
Ottawa

Lindsay-Peterborough

Maryanne Ramsay, O’ Leary, PE
Stuart Turbyne, Greenfield Park, PQ
Greg J. Davidson, Manotick, ON
Jeff D. Dornan, Norwood, ON

West Toronto Eric Boateng, North York, ON
Barrie Susanne J. Sturgess, Thornton, ON
Hamilton Jason W. Stefan, Hamilton, ON
Paris B. Brent Cochrane, Paris, ON
Essex-Kent Joshua Palubiski, Windsor, ON
Huron-Perth Erin M. Waker, Listowel, ON
Superior Jennine S. Rawana, Thunder Bay, ON
Winnipeg Ben R. Bruinooge, Winnipeg, MB
Assiniboia Oralie A. Shasko, Regina, SK
Peace River Danielle M. Lok, Fort St. John, BC
Centra Alberta Terri L. Tough, Red Deer, AB
Kootenay Tamara M. Booth, Nelson, BC
Westminster Rachel Ramsaroop, Surrey, BC

Western Han-Ca

Han Sik Yu, Burnaby, BC
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Student Representatives

1.  Knox College Vivian S. Carter
2. Presbyterian College Karla Wuebbenhorst
3. Vancouver School of Theology Catherine C. Victor

ELECTION OF THE MODERATOR
J.D. Congram called upon the Assembly to choose a Moderator to preside over its deliberations.

G.C. Vais reported on behalf of the Committee to Advise with the Moderator. In accordance with
the method determined by the 95th General Assembly, G.C. Vais moved, seconded by G.D.
Johnston, that the name of Dr. William J. Klempa be placed in nomination as Moderator of the
124th General Assembly. There were no further nominations. On motion of G.C. Vais, duly
seconded, nominations were closed. On motion of G.C. Vais and G.D. Johnston, it was agreed that
Rev. Dr. William J. Klempa be elected Moderator. J.D. Congram declared W.J. Klempa elected as
Moderator of the 124th General Assembly.

W.J. Klempa along with the mover and seconder of the motion to nominate him withdrew
temporarily in order that the new Moderator might be suitably robed.

During this time, J.D. Congram spoke to the Assembly. He spoke warmly of his moderatorial year
and especialy about the emphasis on including children in all aspects of the Church’s life and
work. He provided light moments by listing various Moderator’ s awards.

INSTALLATION OF MODERATOR

W.J. Klempa was conducted to the chair by G.C. Vais and G.D. Johnston. J.D. Congram installed
W.J. Klempa as Moderator of the 124th General Assembly. In thanking the Church for electing
him Moderator, W.J. Klempa thanked his wife, Lois, for her loving support through forty years of
marriage and asked her to stand and be recognized. He also thanked his two daughters and his son
for their support.

MODERATOR ADDRESSESASSEMBLY

W.J. Klempa noted that he was grateful for the presence of so many moderators of previous
Genera Assemblies. He then spoke of the rare privilege of being appointed Principal of The
Presbyterian College twenty years ago, with its opportunity of educating men and women in the
ministry of the Christian gospel.

Another rare privilege noted by W.J. Klempa was that of being elected Moderator, giving him the
opportunity of preaching and visiting in congregations across this vast land. He stated that the
basic ministry of the Church is within its congregations and that the purpose of General Assembly,
synods and presbyteries ought to be to aid the work of congregations. He hoped that at this
General Assembly steps would be taken to revitalize congregations and that they would make an
impact upon the communities in which they are set.

W.J. Klempa stated that recovery of the teaching ministry at al levels of the Church’s life is the
number one priority a the dawn of a new millennium. It is our responsibility as the Church to
educate our children to equip them for the ondaughts of the world within which we live. This
denomination has an important mission in this land. Where we differ, we need to make decisions
with forebearance.

COMMITTEE TO ADVISE WITH THE MODERATOR

The Assembly then called for the report of the Committee to Advise with the Moderator, which, as
printed on page 200, was handed in by G.C. Vais, Convener.

On motion of G.C. Vais, duly seconded, the Assembly agreed to receive the report and to consider
its recommendations seriatim.

Recommendation 1 (p. 200) was adopted on motion of G.C. Vais, duly seconded.
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On behalf of the General Assembly, the Moderator expressed sincere thanks for al that J.D.
Congram has done during his moderatorial year. He expressed good wishes for him and his wife
Liz in the years that lie ahead.

Recommendation 2 (p. 200) was adopted on motion of G.C. Vais, duly seconded.
Recommendation 3 (p. 200) was adopted on motion of G.C. Vais, duly seconded.

Report asaWhole
On motion of G.C. Vais, duly seconded, the report as a whole was adopted.

RECORDS OF ASSEMBLY, SYNODSAND ASSEMBLY COUNCIL

The Assembly called for the minutes of the 123rd General Assembly, the several synods and the
Assembly Council, that they might be placed in the hands of such committees as may be appointed
to examine them. The Principa Clerk announced that al the minutes and records were available
for examination.

(cont’d on p. 39)
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business which was presented by W.J.
Bal, Convener. On motion of W.J. Bal, duly seconded, the report was received and its
recommendations were considered seriatim.

Additional Motion
It was moved by W.J. Ball, duly seconded, that due to the illness of Deputy Clerk, T. Plomp, C.C.
Pettigrew be appointed Deputy Clerk Pro Tem. Adopted.

Recommendations No. 1
That with a view to having their attendance recorded, each commissioner, young adult and student
representative be requested to register with the Assembly Office. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 2

That the sederunts of Assembly be on Tuesday from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, Wednesday 9:30 am to
12:30 pm, Wednesday 2:00 pm to 5:30 pm, Thursday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, Thursday 2:00 pm to
5:30 pm, Thursday 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm, Friday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, Friday 2:00 pm to 5:30 pm,
and Friday 7:00 pm until the business of the Assembly is completed. All sederunts to be held in
WinClare A Hall, Vanier Hall, University of Windsor, Windsor. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 3
That the agenda for the first and second sederunts be approved as printed. Adopted

Recommendation No. 4
That al announcements be given in writing to the Business Committee no later than 20 minutes
prior to the end of each sederunt. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 5

That commissioners who have knowledge that they will be presenting additional motions or
amendments be required to prepare them in a preceding sederunt for presentation to the Business
Committee in order that the Assembly Office has time to prepare overheads. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 6
That the Committees of Assembly be constituted as follows:

Committee on Bills and Overtures

Convener: LindaJ. Ashfield

Clerks of Assembly: Thomas Gemmell, Barbara McLean, Tony Plomp

Elder: Gwen A.P. Lyons, William B. Stephen

Commissioners who are clerks of presbytery or synod: John R. Cameron, Robert Lyle,
Cedric C. Pettigrew, Linda E. Robinson, Stephen Kendall, James A. Sitler, In Kee Kim,
Peter D. Coultts, Joseph E. Riddell, J. Karl English

Student Representative: Catherine C. Victor
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Committee on Business

Convener: William J. Bdl

Minister/Diaconal: LyndaReid

Elder: Robert E. Bethune

Y oung Adult Representatives: Danielle M. Lok, Stuart Turbyne

Committee on Roll and L eave to Withdraw
Convener: Helen L. Goggin
Minister/Diaconal: Robert C. Garvin

Elder: Agnes S. Saunders

Young Adult Representative: Han Sik Yu

Committee on Courtesies and L oyal Addresses
Convener: Robert E. Baker

Minister/Diaconal: Sarah Y.M. Kim

Elder: Jaqueline E.M. Phills

Young Adult Representative: Ben R. Bruinooge

Committee to Confer with the M oder ator
Convener: John D. Congram
Members: John R. Cameron, DonnaWells, lan Victor, GloriaL. Langlois, R. lan Shaw

Committee on Remits

Convener: lvan F. Cronsberry

Minister/Diaconal: Kent E. Burdett, Hugh C. Jones
Y oung Adult Representative: J. Greg Davidson

Committee to Nominate Standing Committees

(Membership named by synods)

Convener: Evelyn M.I. Carpenter

Secretary: Wayne G. Senior

Ministers: George E.C. Anderson, Geoffrey D. Johnston, David J. Whitecross, Gordon A.
Beaton, Andrew Human, Daniel Roushorne, Charles S. Cook, D. Allan Y oung

Elders: Karen McKay, lan L. Stones, Richard N. Leclerc, Ann Whitmore, Sam Woods, B. Jo
Morris, Henry Romain

Committee to Examine the Records for the 123rd General Assembly
Supervisor: Hugh Lloyd

Minutes of the 123rd General Assembly:
Rod A. Ferguson, Sepkje Lind, Cathrine E. Campbell

Minutes of the Assembly Council:
James R. Weir, Sandra R. Demson, Geoffrey B. Jay

Synod of the Atlantic Provinces:
(examined by Commissioners from the Synod of Saskatchewan)
Mary F. Findlay, Andrew Apack R. Song, Stewart Folster

Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario:
(examined by Commissioners from the Synod of Alberta)
Lloyd W. Fourney, Robert W. Gregory, M. Dianne Ollerenshaw

Synod of Toronto and Kingston:
(examined by Commissioners from the Synod of British Columbia)
Karen R. McAndless-Davis, Brian J.M. Mills, Colin M. MacDonald

Synod of Southwestern Ontario:
(examined by Commissioners from the Synod of the Atlantic Provinces)
Judithe A. Adam-Murphy, Nancy L. Harvey, Gordon J. Matheson

Synod of Manitoba & North Western Ontario:
(examined by Commissioners from the Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario)
Floyd R. McPhee, Mary Lou Johnston, Bert deBruijn

Synod of Saskatchewan:

(eavamined hv Commicea onere from the QUnod of Toronto and K inaston)
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Synod of Alberta:
(examined by Commissioners from the Synod of Southwestern Ontario)
Thomas G. Vais, Keith Clarke, Joan A. Ashley

Synod of British Columbia:
(examined by Commissioners from the Synod of Manitoba and North Western Ontario)
Joanne R. MacOdrum, Alan Lawhead, Dale S. Woods

Adopted.

Recommendation No. 7

That the Committee to Nominate, Assembly Council and the Life and Mission Agency’s Ministry
and Church Vocations Committee on Education and Reception be granted leave to sit during the
sederunts. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 8

That permission be granted to distribute the report of the Committee to Nominate in the first
sederunt, and the report of the Bills and Overtures Committee during the second sederunt.
Adopted.

Recommendation No. 9
That the young adult representatives and student representative be permitted to participate in the
debates of this General Assembly without vote. Adopted.

Notices of Motion

| give notice that, at a future sederunt, | will move or cause to be moved that the policy entitled
“When the Church Speaks’ be reconsidered. (Life and Mission Agency Recommendation No. 15,
p. 339).

| give notice that, at a future sederunt, | will move or cause to be moved that the Governance and
the By-laws of Knox College be reconsidered (Committee on Theologica Education
Recommendation Nos. 2 and 3, p. 487, 499).

| give notice that, at afuture sederunt, | will move or cause to be moved that the Constitution of the
Council of the Order of the Diaconal Ministries be reconsidered. (Life and Mission Agency
Recommendation No. 60, p. 425).

| give notice that, at afuture sederunt, | will move or cause to be moved that the Constitution of the
Women's Missionary Society be reconsidered. (Women's Missionary Society Recommendation
No. 1, p. 517).

| give notice that, at afuture sederunt, | will move or cause to be moved that the Constitution of the
Pension and Benefits Board be reconsidered. (Pension and Benefits Board Recommendation No. 4,
p. 460).

(cont'd on p. 17)
COMMITTEE TO NOMINATE

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee to Nominate, which was handed in by EM.I.
Carpenter, Convener. On motion of E.M.I. Carpenter, duly seconded, the report was recelved and
its recommendations considered seriatim.

Recommendation No. 1
That the distributed list of nominations be the first report of the Committee for consideration by
Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 2

That any proposed changes to the Committee’s report as printed, be given in writing, over the
signature of any two commissioners, to any one of the following: the Convener, Evelyn Carpenter;
the Secretary, Wayne Senior; or T. Hamilton at the General Assembly Office, no later than 12:00
noon, Tuesday, June 9, 1998. The change must be in the form of a name replacing another namein
the report. Adopted.
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Recommendation No. 3
That, in the Committee of the Whole, only those suggested changes to the report previously made
in writing by commissioners, but not recommended by the Committee, may be introduced by
amendment(s), duly seconded. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 44)

ADJOURNMENT

Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly, to meet in WinClare A
Hall, University of Windsor, Ontario, on Tuesday, June ninth, nineteen hundred and ninety-eight at
nine-thirty o’ clock in the morning of which public intimation was given.

SECOND SEDERUNT

At WinClare A Hall, University of Windsor, Ontario, on Tuesday, June ninth, one thousand nine
hundred and ninety-eight at nine-thirty o'clock in the morning, the Assembly met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator told the Assembly that he would be emphasizing education and
teaching in his devotional offerings at the beginning of each sederunt. His opening sentences were
from Psalm 86:10-11. He then reflected on the words in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, “Hear O Israel” and
noted that our obligation is to communicate the faith to the next generation.

The Moderator then constituted the Assembly with prayer.
COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. 16)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business, which was presented by W.J.
Ball, Convener. On motion of W.J. Ball, duly seconded, the report was received and considered,
and, being adopted, the business for the second sederunt was ordered accordingly.

Permission to Circulate
On behaf of the Committee on International Affairs, G.D Johnston moved, duly seconded, that
permission be given to circulate a supplementary report. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 22)

COMMITTEE ON THE ROLL AND LEAVE TO WITHDRAW

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on the Roll and Leave to Withdraw, which
was presented by H.L. Goggin, Convener. She moved, duly seconded, that the report be received
and considered.

H.L. Goggin noted that the following commissioners had sent regrets:
J. Armit, EW. Hurd, D.M. Marple.

She then informed the court of the death of the Rev. Dr. Donald A. Campbell, former minister of
Zion Presbyterian Church, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, and noted that the Committee had
conferred with the present minister, G.J. Matheson, and with the Principal Clerk, regarding Mr.
Matheson’ s request to return this morning to Charlottetown for the funeral.

H.L. Goggin moved, duly seconded, that the Assembly homologate the action of the Committee in
giving permission to G.J. Matheson to withdraw from Assembly. Adopted.
(cont’d on p. 22)

YELLOW VOTING CARDS

The Moderator caled attention to the yellow voting cards given to each commissioner and asked
the Assembly if it wished to utitilize them. The Assembly agreed.

TABLE GROUPS
The Moderator called on T. Hamilton to speak about the use of table groups.
COMMITTEE ON BILLSAND OVERTURES

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Bills and Overtures, which was handed in
by L.J. Ashfield, Convener. She moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered.
The motion was adopted.
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Recommendation No. 1
That Overture Nos. 12, 13, 14 and 15 (p. 526-27) be not received. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 2

That Overture No. 18 (p. 528) re assessing congregations based upon dollar base for pension and
medical plans be referred to the Assembly Council to consult the Pension and Benefits Board and
report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 3

That Overture No. 19 (p. 528) re maintaining concept of equal pension benefits be referred to the
Assembly Council to consult the Pension and Benefits Board and report to the 125th Genera
Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 4

That Overture No. 20 (p. 528) re suspending charging for obituaries in the Presbyterian Record
while a special committee studies the matter be referred to the Presbyterian Record Committee to
report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 5

That Overture No. 21 (p. 529) re clarification of the status of ministers called to serve at the
national level in relation to the employing body and the presbytery of which they are members be
referred to the Clerks of Assembly to consult the Committee on Church Doctrine and report to the
125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 6

That Overture No. 22 (p. 529) re ensuring that ongoing medical, psychological and theological
discussions on homosexudity and related issues are before the Church be referred to the
Committee on Church Doctrine to consult widely and report regularly to the General Assembly.
See also Overture No. 34 (p. 536).

Amendment
R.I. Shaw moved in amendment, duly seconded, that Overture No. 22 and Overture No. 34 be
referred to a Committee of this Assembly and report to this Assembly.

He then agreed to withdraw the reference to Overture No. 34.
The amendment was defeated.

Amendment
G.E.C. Anderson moved in amendment, that the word “regularly” be deleted.

The amendment was defeated.
Recommendation No. 6 was adopted.

Recommendation No. 7

That Overture No. 23 (p. 530) re amending Book of Forms section 13 to alow presbyteries and
synods to elect moderators from those on the appendix to the roll be referred to the Clerks of
Assembly to report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 8

That Overture No. 24 (p. 530) re worship at General Assembly be answered by the facts that
worship has a high priority at Generad Assembly, through the Opening Service of Holy
Communion, the daily morning worship which is 45 minutes in length, worship at the opening of
each sederunt of approximately 10 minutes in length, and other opportunities for prayer and
worship offered by other groups. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 9

That Overture No. 25 (p. 530) re allowing vacant charges to be exempt from paying health and
dental premiums be referred to the Assembly Council to consult the Pension and Benefits Board
and report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.
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Recommendation No. 10

That the prayer of Overture No. 26 (p. 531) re practice of linking congregations’ alocations for
Presbyterians Sharing to specific mission projects be referred to the Life and Mission Agency
(Associate Secretary for Mission Education and Stewardship) to report to the 125th General
Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 11

That Overture No. 27 (p. 531) re establishing educational and information opportunities on the
business to be presented to each General Assembly be referred to the Clerks of Assembly to consult
the Assembly Council and report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 12

That Overture No. 28 (p. 532) re affirming and assuring that the heterosexual basis of marriage is
taught in the colleges of the Church be referred to the Committee on Theological Education to
consult the Committee on Church Doctrine and report to the 125th General Assembly.

Amendment

G.E.C. Anderson moved in amendment, duly seconded, that Overture No. 28 be referred to a
Speciad Committee to meet during this Assembly and report back before or at the same time as the
Committee on Theological Education.

The amendment was defeated.
Recommendation No. 12 was adopted.

Recommendation No. 13

That Overture No. 29 (p. 532) re reviewing the mandate and membership of the Committee on
Education and Reception be referred to the Life and Mission Agency (Office of Ministry and
Church Vocations) to consult with the Committee on Theological Education and report to the
125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 14

That Overture No. 30 (p. 533) re providing Canada Ministries funding annually for increase of
stipends, ministry and living costs be referred to the Assembly Council to consult the Life and
Mission Agency and report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 15

That Overture No. 31 (p. 533) re studying vocational plans and satisfaction of professional church
workers be referred to the Life and Mission Agency (Office of Ministry and Church Vocations) to
report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 16

That Overture No. 32 (p. 534) re clarification of the role and tasks of interim ministers be referred
to the Life and Mission Agency (Office of Ministry and Church Vocations) to report to the 125th
Genera Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 17
That Overture No. 33 (p. 535) re a study on the freemasonry be referred to the Committee on
Church Doctrine to report to a future General Assembly.

Amendment
M. MacKay moved in amendment that the Overture not be received.

The amendment was defeated.
Recommendation No. 17 was adopted.

Recommendation No. 19

That Overture No. 35 (p. 536) re ceasing the use of table groups at General Assembly be referred to
the Clerks of Assembly and the Assembly Council to report to the 125th Genera Assembly.
Adopted.
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Recommendation No. 20

That Overture No. 36 (p. 537) re establishing a fund to assist graduates in reducing student costs be
referred to the Assembly Council to consult the Committee on Theological Education and the
Benevolence Committee to report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 21

That Overture No. 37 (p. 537) re elders who move away from the congregation be referred to the
Committee on Church Doctrine to consult the Clerks of Assembly and report to a future Assembly.
Adopted.

Recommendation No. 22

That Overture No. 38 (p. 539) re Westminster Confession of Faith, section 35:6.145 be referred to
the Committee on Church Doctrine with an instruction to begin by researching whether a previous
Assembly has dready made a statement on this matter, and to report to the 125th Genera
Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 23
That Overture No. 39 (p. 539) re Book of Forms section 10 be referred to the Clerks of Assembly
to report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 24
That Overture No. 40 (p. 539) re reviving the office of deacon be referred to the Life and Mission
Agency to report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 25

That Overture No. 41 (p. 540) re granting permission to lay missionaries to administer the
sacraments be referred to the Committee on Church Doctrine to consult widely and report to the
125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 26

That Overture No. 42 (p. 540) re placing the name of the Rev. Jean Porret on the Constituent Roll
of the Presbytery of Montrea be referred to a Committee of this Assembly, appointed by the
Moderator, to report to a future sederunt of this Assembly. Adopted. (cont’d on p. 38)

Recommendation No. 27

That Appeal No. 1 (p. 541) from the Elders and Members of the Korean Presbyterian Church,
Montreal, against decisions of the Presbytery of Eastern Han-Ca be not received, on the grounds
that it is out of order. Adopted.

M oder ator L eaves Chair
The Moderator invited the immediate past Moderator, J.D. Congram, to occupy the chair.

Recommendation No. 28

That Appeal No. 2 (p. 541) from Kenneth D. Bell, Montreal, against decisions of the Presbytery of
Montreal, Appea No. 3 (p. 541) from William Manson, Montreal, against decisions of the
Presbytery of Montreal, the Special Report re the Presbytery of Montreal and St. Andrew’s Church,
Lachine (p. 517), and point 6 of Overture No. 34, 1998 (p. 536), be referred to a Special
Committee appointed by this Assembly, to recommend to a later sederunt of this Assembly the
most appropriate way for the Assembly to bring this matter to a conclusion in accordance with the
law and good order of the Church, noting that the actions of the Presbytery of Montreal are also of
concern.

Amendment

A.J. Aicken moved in amendment, duly seconded, that after the word “Assembly” in the second
last line, the words “the most appropriate way for the Assembly to arrive at a point of
reconcilliation” replace the rest of the sentence.

Amendment to the Amendment

D.A. Young moved, duly seconded, an amendment to the amendment in the following terms. that
Overture No. 34 inits entirety be included rather than “point six of” and that “arrive at” be changed
to “work towards”.
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The amendment to the amendment was defeated.

Amendment to the Amendment
B.J. Fraser, duly seconded, moved an amendment to the amendment in the following terms: that
the words “and point six of Overture No. 34, 1998” be removed.

The amendment to the amendment was adopted.
The Aicken amendment to Recommendation No. 28 now read:

That Appeal No. 2 from Kenneth D. Bell, Montreal, against decisions of the Presbytery of
Montreal, Appea No. 3 from William Manson, Montreal, against decisions of the Presbytery
of Montreal, the Special Report re the Presbytery of Montreal and St. Andrew’s Church
Lachine (p. 517), be referred to a Speciad Committee appointed by this Assembly, to
recommend to a later sederunt of this Assembly, the most appropriate way for the Assembly
to arrive at a point of reconcilliation.

The amendment as worded above was defeated.
At the third sederunt (see p. 23), it was agreed to insert the following paragraph:

Notwithstanding the procedura error in voting on Recommendation No. 28 of the Bills and
Overtures Committee, it was the intention of this Assembly to remove point 6 of Overture
No. 34 from the matters referred to the Special Committee, and therefore, the decision as
announced by the Acting Moderator stands.

Re-worded Recommendation
The Moderator noted that the original recommendation as modified by the Fraser amendment to the
amendment now read:

That Appeal No. 2 from Kenneth D. Bell, Montreal, against decisions of the Presbytery of
Montreal, Appeal No. 3 from William Manson, Montreal, against decisions of the Presbytery
of Montreal, the Special Report re the Presbytery of Montrea and St. Andrew’s Church
Lachine (p. 517), be referred to a Specia Committee appointed by this Assembly, to
recommend to a later sederunt of this Assembly, the most appropriate way for the Assembly
to bring this matter to a conclusion in accordance with the law and good order of the Church,
noting that the actions of the Presbytery of Montreal are also of concern.

When put to a vote, the recommendation as worded above was adopted.
(cont’d on p. 23)

MODERATOR RESUMES CHAIR AND DECLARES RECESS
The Moderator then resumed the chair. He declared a seven minute recess.

ECUMENICAL VISITOR

R.W. Fee introduced the Reverend Uma Agwu Onwunta, Principal Clerk of the Presbyterian
Church of Nigeria. A native of Ohafia, Abia State, Mr. Onwunta was elected Principal Clerk of the
Genera Assembly in 1996. He has represented the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria at the World
Council of Reformed Churches and has played vital roles in the programs of the Bible Society of
Nigeriaand in the Christian Council of Nigeria, the body that includes the Roman Catholic Church
and all spiritual churchesin Nigeria.

Mr. Onwunta comes from a traditional and strong Presbyterian family from a strong Presbyterian
area of Eastern Nigeria He has shown remarkable leadership in the spiritual awakening that is a
bridge between generations, an inspiration to those seeking, and a sign of hope to those
questioning.

As he brought greetings from the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria, Mr. Onwunta gave praise to the
living God. He gave thanks for the forty-four year partnership between our denominations. He
spoke of the turmoil and uncertainty in Nigeria following the death two days ago of the Nigerian
head of state, a military officer. He urged the international community to give support to the
people of Nigeria.
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The Moderator thanked Rev. Onwunta for presence and declared our Christian solidarity with the
Presbyterian Church of Nigeria. He presented gifts of stained glass, the new Book of Praise and a
copy of Counting the Women.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements were made.

ADJOURNMENT

The Moderator adjourned the Assembly, to meet in WinClare A Hall, University of Windsor, on
Wednesday, the tenth day of June, nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, at nine-thirty o'clock in the
morning, of which public intimation was given. The sederunt closed with prayer by the Moderator
in which he made specia mention of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria.

OPEN SPACE

The Principal Clerk introduced the process of Open Space, assisted by the General Secretary of the
Life and Mission Agency. Commissioners announced topics about which they wished to initiate
discussions and posted the times and places on the Market Place wall. During the afternoon and
early evening, members of Assembly participated in Open Space discussion groups. Open Space
was closed by T. Gemmell and |. Morrison, and W.J. Klempa led in worship.

THIRD SEDERUNT

At WinClare A Hall, University of Windsor, Ontario, on Wednesday, June tenth, one thousand nine
hundred and ninety-eight at nine-thirty o’clock in the morning the Assembly met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator's opening sentences were drawn from Psam 90:1-2, 12. The
Moderator then constituted the Assembly with prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, the King and
Head of the Church.

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’'d from p. 17)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business, which was presented by W.J.
Ball, Convener. W.J. Ball moved, duly seconded, that the agenda be approved with one change of
order from the overheads. Adopted.

W.J. Ball moved, duly seconded, that Special Committees be granted leave to meet during the
sederunts. Adopted.
(cont’d on p. 28)

COMMITTEE ON ROLL AND LEAVE TO WITHDRAW (cont’d from p. 17)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on the Roll and Leave to Withdraw, which
was handed in by H.L. Goggin, Convener.

H.L. Goggin moved, duly seconded that the name of D.M. Marple, Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod,
be deleted from the roll of Assembly, due to urgent family matters. Adopted.

H.L. Goggin moved, duly seconded that the name of J. Armit, Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew,
be deleted from theroll of Assembly, dueto illness. Adopted.

H.L. Goggin moved, duly seconded that the name of E.W. Hurd, Presbytery of Temiskaming, be
deleted from the roll of Assembly, duetoillness. Adopted.

The Convener informed the Assembly that P.V. Vasarhelyi, Presbytery of Grey-Bruce-Maitland,
requested leave to withdraw from the third and fourth sederunts due to the death of the clerk of
session in the congregation which she serves. The Committee considered the request and agreed to
grant it. H.L. Goggin moved, duly seconded, that the action of the Committee on the Roll and
Leave to Withdraw be homologated. Agreed.

H.L. Goggin reminded commissioners that they must seek permission from the Assembly if they
wish to withdraw before the close of Assembly.
(cont’d on p. 28)



Page 23

MODERATOR NAMES SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Committee re Montreal Appeals and Special Report re the Presbytery of Montreal and St.
Andrew’s, Lachine
J.A. Sitler, Convener, S.S. Manwaring, J.K. English, C.E. Campbell, G.C. MacDonald, K.S. Park

Committee on Overture No. 42, 1998 re to place Rev. Jean Porret on the Constituent Roll
P.D. Coutts, Convener, |.F. Cronsberry, C.A. Anderson, S.J. Sturgess
(cont’d on p. 39)

LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND RECEPTION

The Assembly called for the report of the Life and Mission Agency Committee on Education and
Reception (p. 416-22), which was handed in by T. Ingram, Convener. On motion of K.E. MacKay,
duly seconded, it was agreed that the report be received and considered. He noted that the practice
of the Church is to invite commissioners who have comments or concerns to speak to the
Committee before recommendations are brought to the floor of Assembly. In particular, he referred
to Recommendation Nos. 48-59 of the report of the Life and Mission Agency.

(cont’d on p. 34)

PROCEDURAL CORRECTION

The Moderator called upon the Principal Clerk to inform the Assembly of a procedural error which
occurred in the second sederunt. The Principal Clerk informed the Assembly that the following
correction was based on section 64 of the Book of Forms.

There is a legd principle that errors in procedure, made in good faith and not materially
affecting the outcome of a case, should not be grounds for nullifying a particular action.
During the Second Sederunt of this Assembly, a procedural error was made. Putting it as
simply as possible, B.J. Fraser’'s amendment to D.A. Young's amendment fell when the
amended amendment was defeated. |n effect, this meant that point 6 of Overture No. 34 was
not removed from the items referred to the Special Committee. Nevertheless, it isclear to the
Clerks that the intention of the Assembly was to remove point 6 of Overture No. 34 from the
referrals to the Specia Committee. It would help if the Assembly could agree to insert a
statement for clarification into the minutes of the Second Sederunt.

It was moved by C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded, that notwithstanding the procedural error in voting
on Recommendation No. 28 of the Bills and Overtures Committee, it was the intention of this
Assembly to remove point 6 of Overture No. 34 from the matters referred to the Specia
Committee, and therefore, the decision as announced by the Acting Moderator stands. Adopted.
(seep. 21)

MODERATOR LEAVES CHAIR
The Moderator invited the immediate past Moderator, J.D. Congram, to occupy the chair.

COMMITTEE ON BILLSAND OVERTURES (cont’d from p. 21)

The Assembly called for the continuation of the report of the Committee on Bills and Overtures,
which was handed in by L.J. Ashfield, Convener.

Recommendation No. 29

That Appea No. 4 (p. 541) from D. Clements, D. Thompson, A. McMillan, V. Tozer and C.
Campbell, against a decision of the Presbytery of Huron-Perth be referred to a Special Commission
to be named by the Moderator, and to report to the 125th General Assembly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 30

That Complaint No. 1 (p. 541) from Dr. Stewart Fyfe and Mr. Charles Pester et a against the
Speciad Commission of the 123rd General Assembly re Appeal No. 7, 1997, not be received on the
groundsthat it is frivolous and vexatious. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 18
That Overture No. 34 (p. 535) re appointing a special committee to investigate and explore the
understanding of “sexual orientation” be referred as follows:
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- refer points 1, 3, 4 and 5 to the Church Doctrine Committee to report to a future Assembly

(see Overture No. 22, p. 529);

- refer point 2 to the Special Committee of the 123rd General Assembly re Overture No. 15,
1997;

- refer point 6 to the Special Committee of this Assembly to report to this Assembly. (see
below re Appeals No. 2 and No. 3).

Amendment
S.R. Demson moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation No. 18 of the Report of the Committee
on Bills and Overtures, 1998 be amended to delete:

- refer Points 1,3,4 and 5 to the Committee on Church Doctrine to report to a future Assembly
(see Overture No. 22, p. 529),

- refer Point 2 to the Special Committee of the 123rd General Assembly re Overture No. 15,
1997,

and revise the remaining words of the recommendation to read:

that Overture No. 34 (p. 536) be referred to the Special Committee of this Assembly to
consult widely within this Assembly and report to this Assembly.

Amendment to the Amendment
R.I. Shaw moved, duly seconded, that Overture No. 34 be referred to the Committee on Church
Doctrine. Defeated.

Amendment to the Amendment
1. Victor moved, duly seconded, that the prayer of Overture No. 34 be granted.

The amendment to the amendment was adopted.

Dissents
J.A. Vissers asked that his dissent be recorded, with reasons given in writing.

I wish to record my dissent from the action of the 124th General Assembly in adopting the
amendment to the amendment of Recommendation No. 18 of the Committee on Bills and
Overtures, granting the prayer of Overture No. 34, 1998 from the Session of Rosedale
Church, Toronto, asking for the appointment of a Special Committee to investigate and
explore the understanding of sexual orientation for the following reasons:

1.  Thethird ‘whereas’ questions the report of the 1994 Committee on Church Doctrine
concerning human sexuality without offering evidence.

2 The Overture seeks to set the terms of reference of the Specia Committee for which it
isasking.

3. Point 6 of the suggested terms of reference would have the effect of nullifying other
meatters presently before this court.

4 The Overture asks for a special committee to study a matter which has recently been
addressed by the Report on Human Sexuality adopted by the 1994 General Assembly.

G.E.C. Anderson, C.S. Cook, J.P. Vaudry, A. Lees, S. MacDonald, H.C. Jones, JK. Livingston and
R.D. Ross asked that their dissents be recorded and attached to reasons given by J.A. Vissers.

R.I. Shaw asked that his dissent be recorded, with reasons given in writing, as follows:

| believe that the General Assembly was inconsistent in its actions by referring one Overture
(No. 22) to the Committee on Church Doctrine and granting the prayer of a similar Overture
(No. 34).

| believe the General Assembly set implicit limits on the Special Committee named to deal
with Recommendation No. 28 of the Committee on Bills and Overtures, by granting point
No. 6 in the prayer of Overture No. 34.

The body of the Overture upon which the prayer is based makes unsubstantiated and
erroneous claims.
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Amended amendment
The amended amendment was adopted.

Amended Motion
The motion as amended was adopted, i.e. that the prayer of Overture No. 34 be granted.

Additional Motion - Committee to Prepare Terms of Reference
L.J. Ashfidld moved, duly seconded, that the Moderator name a committee to establish proposed
terms of reference for al Special Committees and Commissions. Adopted.

Adoption of Report
L.J. Ashfield moved, duly seconded, the adoption of the report of the Committee on Bills and
Overtures, as amended. Adopted.

MODERATOR RESUMES CHAIR
The Moderator resumed the chair.

CLERKSOF ASSEMBLY

The Assembly called for the report of the Clerks of Assembly (p. 240-50), which was handed in by
the Principal Clerk, T. Gemmell. C.C. Pettigrew moved, duly seconded, that report be received and
considered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 243) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 2 (p. 243) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.

Permission to Withdraw Response to Overture No. 12 and Recommendation No. 3
C.C. Pettigrew moved, duly seconded, that the Clerks be given permission to withdraw their
answer to Overture No. 12 and its accompanying Recommendation No. 3 (p. 243). Adopted.

Recommendation No. 4 (p. 244) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 5 (p. 245) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 6 (p. 246) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 7 (p. 246) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 8 (p. 247) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 9 (p. 249) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 10 (p. 249) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.

Additional Motion
J.R. Weir moved, duly seconded, that an Interim Act be enacted to allow that an elder may resign
active exercise at any time during their time of service.

The Moderator declared the motion carried by more than a two-thirds majority.

Interim Act
The Moderator declared the enactment of the Interim Act.

Recommendation No. 11 (p. 250) was adopted on motion of C.C. Pettigrew, duly seconded.

Additional M otion

R.C. Garvin moved, duly seconded, that the Clerks produce annually an updated index of all

applicable Declaratory Acts to be included with the annual Book of Forms changes. Adopted.
(cont’d on p. 37)

LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY

The Assembly called for the report of the Life and Mission Agency (p. 301-455), which was
handed in by T.D. Ingram, Convener. K.E. MacKay moved, duly seconded, that the report be
received and considered. Adopted.

The Convener asked that the practice of staff being given permission to speak to areas of their
resnons bilitv be followed. The Assemblv agreed
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Recommendation No. 1 (p. 302) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 2 (p. 311) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 3 (p. 311) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 4 (p. 314) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 5 (p. 316) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 6 (p. 317) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 7 (p. 317) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 8 (p. 318) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 9 (p. 320) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 10 (p. 321) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 11 (p. 322) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation Nos. 41-43 (p. 395-98) were moved by K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

The Assembly agreed that M.J. Ross, Associate Secretary for International Ministries, be invited to
present overseas staff recognized in Recommendation Nos, 41-43.

The Moderator presented certificates to Herbert and Nan Budding (United Mission to Nepal) and
to Doreen Morrison (India) and thanked them for their faithful service. The Assembly recognized
the individuals by enthusiastic applause. The Moderator also spoke appreciatively of the work in
Nigeria of the Rev. Donald MacKay who was not present.

Recommendation Nos. 41-43 (p. 395-98) were declared adopted by the Moderator.

Recommendation No. 12 (p. 332) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 13 (p. 335) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 14 (p. 335) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

M otion to Reconsider
Pursuant to notice of motion given at the first sederunt, W.J. Ball moved, duly seconded, that the
policy entitled “When the Church Speaks’ be reconsidered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 15 (p. 339) was moved by K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

Amendment
R.I. Shaw moved, duly seconded, that the word “righteousness’ be inserted in the preamble after
“reign of” and “justice, freedom”.

The amendment was adopted.

Recommendation No. 15 was adopted as amended.

Recommendation No. 16 (p. 340) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 17 (p. 341) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 18 (p. 348) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 19 (p. 349) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

Recommendation No. 20 (p. 350) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
The Moderator declared this to be an Interim Act.

Recommendation No. 21 (p. 353) was moved by K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

L.E. Robinson asked that synods be included in the recommendation. This was agreed to by the
Convener. The recommendation then read, “ That the above statements of clarification be approved
and that they be noted by synods, presbyteries, sessions and any others using the Policy for Dealing
with Sexual Abuse and Harassment.” The new wording was accepted by the court.

Recommendation No. 21 was adopted.
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Recommendation No. 23 (p. 369) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 24 (p. 369) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

Additional Motion
D.A. Young moved, duly seconded, that this and other policies be included in the Clerks
Handbook and updated regularly. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 25 (p. 372) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 29 (p. 385) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 30 (p. 386) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

Permission to Speak
G.D. Johnston moved, duly seconded, that C. Smith, Convener of the Committee on International
Affairs, be given permission to speak. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 31 (p. 386) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 32 (p. 386) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 33 (p. 394) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 34 (p. 394) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

Recommendations No. 35 through 39 (p. 394) were adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly
seconded.

Recommendation No. 40 (p. 395) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 44 (p. 414) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 45 (p. 414) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 46 (p. 414) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 47 (p. 414) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

Additional Motion

L.E. Robinson moved, duly seconded, that congregations, presbyteries and synods be encouraged

to participate in networking with and being involved in pro-active ecumenica church coalitions

that will safeguard against further unjust policy changes to the hedlth care system. Adopted.
(cont’d on p. 34)

ECUMENICAL VISITOR

P.M. Brown introduced Dr. Richard Schneider of the Orthodox Church in America. Dr. Schneider
is Associate Professor in History and Religious Studies at Y ork University, Toronto. He has wide
experience of involvement in ecumenical relations, has served on the Governing Board of the
Canadian Council of Churches, and has participated in the recent Jubilee Initiative discussions in
Montreal.

Dr. Schneider thanked the Assembly for the invitation and noted the long history of common
experiences between the Reformed and Orthodox traditions. He spoke about the new “Forum”
format of the Canadian Council of Churches and noted that a Forum is a gathering of traditions.
Representatives to Forums are to convey the mind of their denomination.

The Moderator thanked Dr. Schneider and presented him with stained glass, a copy of the new
Book of Praise and a copy of Counting the Women.

FUND FOR MINISTERIAL ASSISTANCE

The Assembly called for the report of the Fund for Ministerial Assistance (p. 280) , which was
handed in by JJH. Morris, Convener. On motion of G.C. Vais, duly seconded, it was agreed that
the report be received and considered.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 280) was adopted on motion of G.C. Vais, duly seconded.
Report asa Whole
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COMMITTEE ON HISTORY

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on History (p. 281-83), which was handed in
by JA. Johnston, Convener. On motion of R.E. Alison, duly seconded, it was agreed that the
report be received and considered.

Recommendations No. 1-4 (p. 281) were adopted on motion of R.E. Alison, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 5 (p. 282) was adopted on motion of R.E. Alison, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 6 (p. 283) was adopted on motion of R.E. Alison, duly seconded.

Report asaWhole
The report as awhole was adopted on motion of R.E. Alison, duly seconded.

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES

The Principal Clerk announced that the draft minutes of the first and second sederunts were
available for distribution.
(cont’d on p. 43)

NOTICE OF MOTION
A. Lees gave notice that a future sederunt he would move or cause to be moved that

Wheress, the Claim of Right of 1925 together with its affirmation, is considered one of the
most important documents of The Presbyterian Church in Canada (A& P 1925, p. 88-90, 92,
continuous page reference 3316-3318, 3320) securing as it did the continuance of the
Church, unaltered and without loss of heritage or identity.

Therefore, “That the Claim of Right of 1925 with its affirmation be inserted in a preamble of
the Book of Formsin its proper context.”
(cont’d on p. 39)

ADJOURNMENT

Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly, to meet in WinClare A
Hall, University of Windsor, on Wednesday, the tenth day of June, nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, at two o’clock in the afternoon, of which public intimation was given. The sederunt closed
with prayer by the Moderator.

FOURTH SEDERUNT

At WinClare A Hall, University of Windsor, Ontario, on Wednesday, June tenth, one thousand nine
hundred and ninety-eight at two o'clock in the afternoon, the Assembly met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator spoke on Mark 6:2-6, noting that Jesus' teaching contained wisdom
that astonished those who heard him. His hearers also dismissed his teaching by deeming him the
son of the carpenter. The Church has teaching as its task in the world as well as the other roles of
ministry. The Moderator then constituted the Assembly with prayer.

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. 22)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business, which was presented on an
overhead by W.J. Ball, Convener. He moved, duly seconded, that the business for the fourth
sederunt be so ordered. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 32)
COMMITTEE ON THE ROLL AND LEAVE TO WITHDRAW (CONT'D FROM P. 22)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on the Roll and Leave to Withdraw, which
was presented by H.L. Goggin, Convener. H.L. Goggin moved, duly seconded, that B.B. Tower of
the Presbytery of Cape Breton be given permission to withdraw on Thursday afternoon due to
difficulty with air transportation for a Saturday business commitment. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 36)
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THE CELEBRATION STEERING COMMITTEE

The Assembly called for the report of the Millennium - 125th - Jubilee Committee (p. 472-74)
which was handed in by W.F. McLean, Convener, and newly titled “The Celebration Steering
Committee”.

Before inviting W.F. McLean to present his report, the Moderator drew attention to the purple
clerical dickey he was wearing. The dickey, a gift to the Moderator from the McLean family, had
belonged to W.F. McLean's father, the Rev. Dr. James Lewis Walter McLean, Moderator of the
80th General Assembly.

W.F. McLean spoke to his report, noting that the upcoming Celebration was an opportunity for this
denomination to mark its own history, on the eve of the millennium, to bring “value added” to
community celebrations and to mark the Jubilee with ecumenical partners around the world. He
asked the question “What can our Church do that is symbolic to our faith and witness?’

The Committeeis inviting every congregation to commit itself to mark thisjoint programme, and to
return a sheet made available to each commissioner, suggesting the names of congregational
leaders, one over thirty and one under thirty. Next year, the Celebration Committee hopes to
introduce ninety-two presbytery leaders and two thousand congregational leaders to the 125th
Genera Assembly. Each congregation is asked to commit at least one hundred and twenty-five
dollars as seed money to begin a project for the good of the community.

The Convener drew the attention of the Assembly to a recent poll, which revealed that Canadian
secular society is enthusiastic about the millennium. This is an opportunity to give substance and
meaning and spiritual depth to the Celebration and to rehearse two thousand years of life and
witness.

The Moderator thanked the Convener and Committee for the enthusiastic way in which they had
begun their work.

Report asaWhole
On motion of H.K. Stright, duly seconded, the report as a whole was adopted.

ASSEMBLY COUNCIL

The Assembly called for the report of the Assembly Council (p. 201-31), which was handed in by
JM. Lewis, Convener. On motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded, it was agreed to receive and
consider the report.

Permission to Speak
The Convener noted that financial advice from the Chief Financial Officer or the legal advice of the
Principal Clerk might be required during the presentation of the report.

I.F Cronsberry moved, duly seconded, that D.A Taylor and T. Gemmell be given permission to
speak if required. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 202) was moved by |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.

Point of Privilege
S. Kendall rose to request permission to withdraw during the discussion of Recommendation No. 1.
The Moderator noted that thisis common practice, and granted permission.

Permission to Speak
J. Hamalainen, moved, duly seconded, that L. Stark and J. Anderson, members of Fallingbrook
Presbyterian Church, Toronto, be granted permission to speak to this recommendation. Agreed.

Recommendation No. 1 was adopted unanimously.

L. Stark, supported by J. Anderson, spoke of the gifts of S. Kendall, thanked him for his ministry at
Fallingbrook Church, Scarborough, and wished him God' s blessing.
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K e MNP cIIRATETYY R eSS R By ST T TR RS
The Moderator invited S. Kendall to speak to the Assembly. He thanked the Assembly for its
confidence in him, and the member of his congregation who had spoken. He noted that he was
looking forward to working with the Deputy Clerks and with the staff of the Assembly Office. He

thanked T. Gemmell for his gracious offer to assist during the transition and asked the Church to
support himin prayer.

Recommendation No. 2 (p. 203) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 3 (p. 203) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 4 (p. 204) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 5 (p. 207) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 6 (p. 207) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 7 (p. 207) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 8 (p. 207) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 9 (p. 207) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 10 (p. 207) was adopted on mation of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.

Additional Motion
I.F. Cronsberry moved, duly seconded, that JM. Lewis and T. Gemmell appear before the
Presbytery of Pickering in support of S. Kendall’ srelease. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 11 (p. 209) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.

Additional Motion

P.D. Coutts moved, duly seconded, that the Assembly Council provide in its report to the Generd
Assembly a statement of expenditure modelled after the statement found on page 224 of the 1997
Acts and Proceedings, showing expenditures for the previous two fiscal years. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 12 (p. 209) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 13 (p. 209) was adopted on mation of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 14 (p. 209) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 15 (p. 210) was adopted on mation of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 16 (p. 210) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 17 (p. 210) was adopted on mation of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 18 (p. 210) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 19 (p. 212) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 20 (p. 212) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 21 (p. 213) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 22 (p. 217) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 23 (p. 217) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 24 (p. 219) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 25 (p. 220) was adopted on mation of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 26 (p. 220) was adopted on motion of |.F Cronsberry, duly seconded.

Recommendation No. 27 (p. 222) was moved by I.F. Cronsberrry, duly seconded.

The Minute of Appreciation for T. Gemmell was read by JM. Lewis, Convener of the Assembly
Council. The Assembly responded with enthusiastic applause after which the Moderator declared
it adopted unanimoudly.
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Permission to Speak

The Assembly granted permission to speak to B. McLean, Deputy Clerk. She told the Assembly
and T. Gemmell that several close friends and colleagues had participated in the writing of the
Minute of Appreciation. She expressed the view that his generosity of spirit and deep well of
wisdom would stand him in good stead in the years ahead and thanked him for sharing these gifts.

T. Gemmell Invited to Address Assembly

The Moderator invited T. Gemmell to address the Assembly. He spoke of the joy of thirty years as
aminister of Word and Sacraments, noting that he has always been supported by the words “ Jesus
loves me, this | know”, words also echoed by Karl Barth.

Appreciation
The Convener offered thanks to individuals who have served on Assembly Council and who are
now retiring. (p. 217)

Questions

B.J. Fraser rose to inquire whether, in the light of the recent British Columbia court decision
regarding liability of the United Church toward former residents of residential schools, enhanced
processes were under way within Assembly Council and the Life and Mission Agency. The
Genera Secretary responded by saying that there is a need to call together alarger group of people
than the Residentia Schools Working Group.

S. Sinclair rose to ask whether the financia statement from the Maclean Estate Committee was
included in the Book of Reports. The Moderator invited D.A. Taylor to respond. D.A. Taylor
replied that the omission was an oversight and that the statement is available upon request.

Report asaWhole
|.F Cronsberry moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted as amended. Adopted.

MODERATOR OF THE 123RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY

As he began his presentation, J.D. Congram told the Assembly that he found the previous tribute to
the Principa Clerk an emotional moment for him.

J.D. Congram then spoke about the leadership and involvement in mission of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada and of the denomination’s articulate orthodox and Reformed voice. He
continued by noting a number of anniversaries. One hundred years ago, a Canadian Presbyterian
took the gospel to a remote village in northern Korea. Thirty-one years ago, a group of Korean-
speaking Christians began meeting in Knox Church, Spadina. J.D. Congram expressed his hope
and prayer that the Han-Ca Presbyteries will be a temporary measure and that multi-cultural
diversity will continue to bless our denomination.

He noted that the millenium initiative is in a position to recognize the richness of multi-culture
diversity in our denomination.  Throughout the millenium celebrations, he encouraged
congregations to develop relationships with other congregations which are not English-speaking
and to encourage them to share their many gifts. J.D. Congram then recognized the one hundredth
anniversary of work on the Bhil field in India.

The Moderator of the 123rd General Assembly noted that 1998 is the 90th anniversary of the Order
of Diacona Ministries, which provides the Church an opportunity to remember and recognize the
contribution of women. He paid tribute to the Women's Missionary Society and said that over the
years, the Society and the Atlantic Mission Society has kept the mission of the Church alive. J.D.
Congram noted that thisis the fina year of the Ecumenical Decade of Churchesin Solidarity with
Women in Church and Society. He drew the attention of the Assembly to the fact that Dr. Linda
Bell, who was elected Moderator during the Decade, has not been awarded an honourary degree.

J.D. Congram thanked G.C. Vais who represented him on a number of occasions, the staff of the
Presbyterian Record and all those who supported him during his moderatorial year.

The Moderator thanked J.D. Congram for his service to the Church during the past year.
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REPORTSWITHOUT RECOMMENDATIONS
The Principa Clerk presented the following reports having no recommendations:

Special Commission re Appeals No. 1 and 2, 1997 (p. 251-55)

Special Commission re Appeal No. 7, 1997 (p. 255-63)

Specia Commission re Appeals No. 3 and 8, 1997, Overtures Nos. 9, 10, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23,
1997 and Memorial No. 2, 1997 (p. 263-72)

Speciad Commission re Appeals No. 5 and 6, 1997 and Reference No. 1, 1997 (p. 272-75)
Nominations 1997-1998 (p. 456-57)

Presbyterian Record Committee (p. 466)

Trustee Board (p. 514-15)

Congregational Statistical and Financial Reports (p. 601)

On motion of H. Lloyd, duly seconded, the reports without recommendations were adopted.

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. 28)

The Moderator recognized the Convener of the Committee on Business, W.J. Ball. He moved,
duly seconded, that the order of business be changed to permit the Presbyterian Church Building
Corporation to report in place of the Women’'s Missionary Society. The Society has graciously
agreed to report at a future sederunt. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 35)

COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Theological Education (p. 475-514) which
was handed in by M. Rogers, Convener. She moved, duly seconded, that the report be received
and considered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 2 (p. 487) was moved by M. Rogers, duly seconded.

She asked that the principa of Knox College, Dr. Arthur Van Seters, be given permission to speak
to the substance of the report, namely, the revisions to the governance of Knox College. The
Assembly agreed. A.Van Seters spoke to the report.

Amendment

T. Hamilton moved, duly seconded, that the words “delegates to the Board of Governors the
authority to select its convener” be replaced by “appoints the convener of the Board of Governors'.
Adopted.

Recommendation No. 2 was adopted as amended.
Recommendation No. 3 (p. 499) was adopted on motion of M. Rogers, duly seconded.

Changesto the Gover nance Document
The Assembly agreed that the effective date (p. 499) would be October 29, 1998. Wording about
the convener in other sections of the document will need to be changed as a result of amended
Recommendation No. 2.
(cont'd on p. 41)
ECUMENICAL VISITOR

P.M. Wilson introduced Janet Somerville, the General Secretary of the Canadian Council of
Churches. In addition to highlighting the biographical sketch of Ms. Somerville found in the
commissioners material, he noted that she is a remarkable woman who has had a profound effect on
the ecumenical community.

Ms. Somerville addressed the Assembly, speaking about the present-day cutbacks of the member
churches and of the Council which has put new challenges in front of her. She paid tribute to the
ecumenical contributions of various Presbyterians, and in particular T. Gemmell as Convener of the
Personnel Committee of the Canadian Council of Churches.

The Moderator noted that Ms. Somerville is the first woman and the first Roman Catholic to
occupy the position of Genera Secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches. He thanked Ms.
Somerville for her words. He presented Ms. Somerville with the gifts presented to other
ecumenical visitors.
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH BUILDING CORPORATION

The Assembly called for the report of the Presbyterian Church Building Corporation (p. 463-65),
which was handed in by R. Kendall, General Manager of the Corporation.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 465) was adopted on motion of R.D. Congram, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 2 (p. 465) was adopted on motion of R.D. Congram, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 3 (p. 465) was adopted on motion of R.D. Congram, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 4 (p. 465) was adopted on motion of R.D. Congram, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 5 (p. 465) was adopted on motion of R.D. Congram, duly seconded.

Report asaWhole
The report as awhole was moved by R.D. Congram, duly seconded. Adopted.

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on International Affairs (p. 283-300), which
was handed in by C. Smith, Convener.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 292) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 2 (p. 292) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 3 (p. 292) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 4 (p. 292) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 5 (p. 295) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 6 (p. 295) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.

Additional Motion
B.J.M. Mills moved, duly seconded, that the people of India be remembered in our prayers.
Adopted.

Recommendation No. 7 (p. 296) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 8 (p. 296) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 9 (p. 296) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 10 (p. 296) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 11 (p. 300) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 12 (p. 300) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 13 (p. 300) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 14 (p. 300) was adopted on motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded.

Additional Motion

M.D. Ollerenshaw moved, duly seconded, that the 124th General Assembly of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada call on the Government of Canada to work with other nations to initiate
immediately and conclude by the year 2000, a convention which will set out a binding timetable for
the abolition of al nuclear weapons in the world. Adopted.

Additional M otion

L.J. Ashfield moved, duly seconded, that the Moderator of the General Assembly write to the
Government of Canada on behaf of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, calling upon the
Government of Canada to protest the persecution of Christians in the south of Sudan, by providing
support to strengthen civil society in Sudan, especially in non-government controlled areas, to
apply political pressure on the Kartoum government to stop restricting food aid into non-
government controlled areas (Southern Sudan) and to provide access into those areas for
humanitarian purposes, and to instruct Canada's ambassador to the United Nations to protest
against the Khartoum government’s relentless crusade against the Christians and other non-Islamic

T T
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Report asaWhole
On motion of G.D. Johnston, duly seconded, the report as awhole, with its additional motions, was
adopted as amended.

LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY (cont’d from p. 27)

T.D. Ingram, Convener, continued with the presentation of the report. He caled upon K.R.
Timbers, Convener of the Presbyterian World Service and Development Committee, to lead the
Assembly through the following recommendations:

Recommendation Nos. 26 through 28 (p. 380) were moved by K.E. McKay, duly seconded.

The following commissioners rose to thank Presbyterian World Service and Development, and
individual congregations:

G.D. Johnston, J.F. Crowdis, L.E. Robinson for support for ice storm victims.
R.I. Shaw for support for victims of the Manitoba floods.

Recommendations Nos. 26 to 28 were adopted.
K.R. Timbers paid tribute to those who made donations and to the staff of PWS&D.

LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND RECEPTION
(cont’d from p. 23)

T.D. Ingram, Convener of the Life and Mission Agency Committee, presented recommendations
from the Life and Mission Agency Committee on Education and Reception.

The Convener sought permission from the Assembly to replace the words “be assigned” with the
word “complete” in each of the following recommendations. The Assembly agreed.

Recommendation No. 48 (p. 420) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 49 (p. 420) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 50 (p. 421) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 51 (p. 421) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 52 (p. 421) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 53 (p. 421) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 54 (p. 421) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 55 (p. 421) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

Recommendations No. 56 and 57 (p. 421) were adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly
seconded.

Recommendation No. 58 (p. 421) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.

Recommendation No. 59 (p. 422)
K.E. MacKay moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation No. 59 be reworded as follows:

That Gary Tonks be declared eligible for reception as a minister of The Presbyterian Church
in Canada, subject to satisfactory completion of an additiona nine one-semester courses
taken at one of the colleges of this Church. These courses to include Reformation History
and Theology and Reformation sacramental theology in addition to the work in Presbyterian
Church History and Government already in process.

Adopted.

Notice of Motion
Pursuant to notice of motion given at the first sederunt, K.E. MacKay moved, duly seconded that
the Constitution of the Order of Diaconal Ministries be reconsidered. Agreed.

Recommendation No. 60 (p. 425) was adopted on motion of K.E. MacKay, duly seconded.
M ember s of the Order of Diaconal Ministries
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Report asaWhole
K.E. MacKay moved, duly seconded, the adoption of the report as awhole, as amended.

J.P. Morrison then paid tribute to the retiring members of the Life and Mission Agency Committee
and in particular, to the work of T.D. Ingram.

The report as awhole, as amended, was adopted.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE RE OVERTURE NO. 15, 1997

The Moderator called for the Report of the Special Committee re Overture No. 15, 1997 which was
handed in by W. Paterson (p. 474). On motion of R.D. Congram, duly seconded, it was agreed to
receive and consider the report.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 474) was moved by R.D. Congram, duly seconded.

Amendment
An amendment was duly moved and seconded that Recommendation No. 1 be referred to the
Committee to Confer with the Moderator.

(cont’d on p. 48)

Astime had run out, the Moderator called for notices of motion.
NOTICESOF MOTION

R.N. Leclerc gave notice that at a future sederunt he would move or cause to be moved, that
Genera Assembly encourage presbyteries, congregations and sessions to foster and develop men's
ministry.

G.E.C. Anderson gave notice that at a future sederunt he would move or cause to be moved, that
“in light of the Flames initiative”’, General Assembly calls on all sessions and congregations to set
aside the first Friday of the month for concerted personal and corporate intercessory prayer.

EXTEND TIME OF SEDERUNT

S.W. Spavold moved, duly seconded, that the time of the sederunt be extended for half an hour.
The Moderator noted that this motion required unanimous consent. Unanimous consent was not
given.

ADJOURNMENT

Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly, to meet in WinClare A
Hall, University of Windsor, on Thursday, the eleventh day of June, nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, at nine-thirty o’clock in the morning, of which public intimation was given. The sederunt
closed with prayer by the Moderator.

FIFTH SEDERUNT

At WinClare A Hall, University of Windsor, Ontario, on Thursday, June eleventh, one thousand
nine hundred and ninety-eight at nine-thirty o’clock in the morning, the Assembly met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator’s opening sentences were drawn from Psalm 119:9-12. He read from
Proverbs 22:4-6 and delivered a reflection which began with the high value Hebrew culture put on
children. He emphasized parenta responsibility and the responsibility of the Church to teach its
children. The Moderator then constituted the Assembly with prayer, in which he asked for God's
blessing on the young adult representatives and student representatives at this Assembly, as well as
many young people who will attend the 1998 Y outh Triennium next month.

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (CONT’'D FROM P. 32)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business, which was presented on an
overhead by W.J. Ball, Convener. He moved, duly seconded, that the business for the fifth
sederunt be so ordered. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 38)
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COMMITTEE ON THE ROLL AND LEAVE TO WITHDRAW (cont’d from p. 28)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on the Roll and Leave to Withdraw, which
was presented by H.L. Goggin, Convener.

The Committee received a request from J.R. Sentpetery, Presbytery of Hamilton, for leave to
withdraw due to serious illness in his family. The Committee agreed to this. H.L. Goggin then
moved, duly seconded, that the action of the Committee in allowing J.R. Sentpetery to withdraw be
homologated. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 40)
COMMITTEE ON ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations, which as printed on
p. 275-79, was handed in by P.M. Wilson. He moved, duly seconded, that the report be received
and considered. Adopted.

Recommendation 1 (p. 276) was moved by P.M. Wilson, duly seconded.
P.M. Wilson sought permission on behalf of the Committee to delete the words “and that a special
Jubilee Fund offering be made at that service’. The Assembly gave its permission.

Recommendation No. 1 as re-worded was adopted.

Report asaWhole
P.M. Wilson moved, duly seconded, that the report as amended be adopted. Adopted.

WOMEN’'SMISSIONARY SOCIETY

The Assembly called for the report of the Women’s Missionary Society, which as printed on  p.
515-17, was handed in by E. Powell, President. M.E. Findlay moved, duly seconded, agreed that
the report be received and considered.

Motion to Reconsider
Pursuant to notice of motion given at the first sederunt, W.J. Ball moved, duly seconded, that the
Congtitution of the Women’s Missionary Society be reconsidered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 517) was adopted on motion of M.E. Findlay, duly seconded.

Report asaWhole
M.E. Findlay moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted.

ECUMENICAL VISITOR

E. Boateng, a young adult representative, introduced the Right Reverend Anthony Antwi Beeko,
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana. The Rev. Beeko is aman of many talents. Heisa
trained school teacher, a music speciadist and served Ghana as the Assistant Commissioner of
Police. He studied theology at the University College of Ghana and continued his studies in the
United States.

The Rev. Beeko thanked the Assembly for the invitation to attend the 124th General Assembly. He
spoke of the foundation laid for The Presbyterian Church of Ghana by missionaries of the Basel
Mission and of the Mission of the United Free Church of Scotland. Over the years, these people
transformed stumbling blocks into stepping stones, aiding in the establishment of schools, hospitals
and a university.

The Presbyterian Church of Ghana is proud of its overseas partnerships and now receives fraternal
workers from a number of denominations.

The Rev. Beeko referred to the increasing emphasis on evangelism in Ghana and on music in the
African idiom. He urged our denomination to include music from other traditions in our hymn
book. He also noted that his denomination has placed a high priority on teaching its members
about stewardship through workshops and exhibitions. His understanding of stewardship is that it
isapractical response to the love of Jesus Christ.
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Finally, The Rev. Beeko invited the Moderator of the 124th General Assembly to attend the Synod
meeting in Ghana during 1999. He presented a ceramic wall plaque to the General Assembly.

The Moderator thanked The Rev. Beeko for his visit, remarked on his rich experience and career
and sent return best wishes during their year of renewal. Dr. Klempa presented him with stained
glass, a copy of the new Book of Praise and a copy of Counting the Women.

CLERKSOF ASSEMBLY (cont’d from p. 25)
Discussion resumed on the motion to adopt the report of the Clerks of Assembly.

Report asaWhole
C.C. Pettigrew moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. The Moderator
recognized |.K. Kim, who had been at the microphone when time ran out at the third sederunt.

Amendment
1.K. Kim moved, duly seconded that the section on Legislation re Han-Ca Presbyteries (p. 247) be
deleted.

Amendment to the Amendment
H.G. Davis moved, duly seconded, an amendment to the amendment:

That the opinion of the Clerks on the legislation re Han-Ca Presbyteries be noted and this
Assembly also note with appreciation the strong statement of intention on the part of Han-Ca
Presbyteries to increase integration and promote the unity of the Church.

The amendment to the amendment was adopted.

The Business Committee indicated to the Moderator that time had expired.
(cont’d on p. 52)

MODERATOR DECLARESRECESS

The Moderator declared a short recess.
ATLANTIC MISSION SOCIETY

The Assembly called for the report of the Atlantic Mission Society, which as printed on p. 232-33,
was handed in by M.D. Sinnis, President. On motion of H.K. Stright, duly seconded, the Assembly
agreed that the report be received and considered.

M.D. Sinnis noted that the Atlantic Mission Society has fifteen hundred members, who work
closely with the Women's Missionary Society and use its materials. The Society supports several
mission projects in countries with which The Presbyterian Church in Canada has partnerships. She
expressed appreciation to D. Henderson, who has assisted with study materials.

Additional Motion
H.K. Stright moved, duly seconded, that the minute of appreciation for Genny Frith (p. 233) be
adopted. Adopted.

Report asaWhole
H.K. Stright moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted.

COMMITTEE ON CHURCH DOCTRINE

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Church Doctrine, which as printed on p.
233-40, was handed in by P.A. Brown, Convener. JA. Vissers moved, duly seconded, that the
report be received and its recommendations considered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 240) was adopted on motion of J.A. Vissers, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 2 (p. 240) was adopted on motion of J.A. Vissers, duly seconded.

Report asaWhole
JA. Vissers, duly seconded, moved the adoption of the report as awhole.
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Additional Motion

A.J. Aicken moved, duly seconded, that the section of this report that deals with “exclusion” (four
paragraphs on p. 234) be referred back to the Committee on Church Doctrine in order that our
doctrine of inclusion/exclusion may better incorporate the nuances of this Assembly’s Open Space
discoveries.

The Moderator called for a count and then declared the additional motion defeated. A
commissioner asked for the vote count which the Moderator announced as 152 to 97.

Additional M otion

J.A. Giurin moved, duly seconded, that the statement made by the Committee on Church Doctrine
Committee re clarifying the roles of homosexua and leshian people within the Church be adopted
as an interim position of the Church until such time as alasting statement can be drafted. Defeated.

Motion to adopt the report was adopted.

Dissent
B.J. Fraser asked that his dissent be recorded, with reasons given.

The text of the Committee’s submission to the Special Committee dealing with Overture No.
15, 1997 does not fully reflect the Report on Human Sexuality adopted in 1994, especially its
encouragement to engage in further discussion and to explore more fully the pastoral
implications of the positions adopted.

MACLEAN ESTATE COMMITTEE

The Assembly called for the report of the Maclean Estate Committee, which as printed on p.
455-56 was handed in by D. Huggins, Convener. J.K. Livingston, duly seconded, moved that the
report be received and considered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 456) was adopted on motion of J.K. Livingston, duly seconded.

Report asaWhole
JK. Livingston, duly seconded, moved the adoption of the report as awhole. Adopted.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE 124TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Report of the Committeere Overture No. 42, 1998 (p. 540)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Overture No. 42, 1998, (Bills and
Overtures Recommendation No. 28, p. 20). The report was handed in by P.D. Coutts, Convener.
He moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 1
P.D. Coutts moved, duly seconded, that the prayer of Overture No. 42, 1998 from the Presbytery of
Montreal be granted. Adopted.

Report asaWhole
P.D. Coutts moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted.

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. 35)

W.J. Ball moved, duly seconded, that the report of the Committee on Remits be placed on the
agenda of this sederunt. Adopted.
(cont’d on p. 40)

COMMITTEE ON REMITS

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Remits (p. 471), which was handed in by
I.F. Cronsberry, Convener. He moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered.
Adopted.

C.H.J. Wessdl rose to note that the Presbytery of Temiskaming had not approved Remit A. T.
Hamilton rose to inform the Assembly that written confirmation of disapproval has not yet been
received from the Presbytery.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 471) was moved by |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.
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Amendment

D.l. Victor moved, duly seconded, that the 124th General Assembly instruct the Committee on
Church Doctrine, in consultation with the Clerks of Assembly and the Education for Discipleship
of the Life and Mission Agency, to prepare a study for sessions and presbyteries on the nature and
function of a subordinate standard in the life of the courts and congregations of the Church, and on
the documents Living Faith and Foi Vivante in the light of the nature and functions of subordinate
standards, in order to give presbyteries and sessions adequate time and support to assess the value
and appropriateness of declaring Living Faith and Foi Vivante subordinate standards.

The amendment was defeated.

In response to a query from a commissioner, the Moderator declared that the discussion on this
report would be postponed until copies of the report could be printed for all commissioners.
(cont’d on p. 42)

MODERATOR NAMES SPECIAL COMMITTEES (cont’d from p. 23)

Commission on Appeal No. 4, 1998 against a Decision of the Presbytery of Huron-Perth
W.K. McKinnon, Convener, L. Hidop, V. Smit and a Clerk of Assembly as Consultant.

Committee to Prepare Terms of Reference for all Special Committees and Commissions
G.C. Vais, L.J. Bdl, JE.M. Phills, JE. Riddell, K. Wubbenhorst with the Clerks of Assembly as
Consultants.

Committee to Respond to the I ssues Raised in Overture No. 34, 1998
W. Paterson, Convener, A.E. Wilson, P.E. Chiang, A.F.H. Foster, A. Halliday, D.G.A. Muir, G.
Cordes, M.D. Ollerenshaw, JK. Livingston, P.J. Lee.

NOTICES OF MOTION(cont’d from p. 28)
Pursuant to the notice of motion given at the third sederunt, A. Lees moved, duly seconded, that

Whereas, the Claim of Right of 1925 together with its affirmation, is considered one of the
most important documents of The Presbyterian Church in Canada (A& P 1925, p. 88-90, 92,
continuous page reference 3316-3318, 3320) securing as it did the continuance of the
Church, unaltered and without loss of heritage or identity.

Therefore, “That the Claim of Right of 1925 with its affirmation be inserted in a preamble of
the Book of Formsin its proper context.”

The Moderator called on the Principa Clerk to clarify whether this was a proper motion. The
Principal Clerk noted that business should originate through overtures. The Moderator ruled the
motion out of order and suggested that A. Leesraise that matter by way of overture.

A. Lees gave notice that at a future sederunt he would move or cause to be moved that the General
Assembly resort to its former practice of recording the Assembly moderators including the pre-
1925 moderators in its records. (cont’d on p. 57)

COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE RECORDS (cont’d from p. 14)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee to Examine Records, which was handed in by
H. Lloyd, Convener. He moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and its
recommendations considered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 1

That the minutes of the General Assembly, the Assembly Council, the Synods of the Atlantic
Provinces, Quebec and Eastern Ontario, Toronto and Kingston, Southwestern Ontario, Manitoba
and North Western Ontario, Saskatchewan be approved as neatly and correctly kept. Adopted.

Recommendation 2
That the minutes of the Synod of Alberta and the Northwest and the Synod of British Columbia be
approved cum nota. Adopted.
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Report asaWhole
H. Lloyd moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted.

ADJOURNMENT

Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly, to meet in WinClare A
Hall, University of Windsor, on Thursday, the eleventh day of June, nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight at two o’ clock in the afternoon, of which public intimation was given. The sederunt closed
with prayer by the Moderator.

SIXTH SEDERUNT

At WinClare A Hall, University of Windsor, Ontario, on Thursday, June eleventh, one thousand
nine hundred and ninety-eight at two o’clock in the afternoon, the Assembly met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator’s opening sentences were from Psalm 109, “Your Word is a lamp
unto my feet and alamp unto my path”. He read from John 16:12-15 and spoke on “conversion to
teachableness’. He noted that conversion is sometimes seen as an end rather than a beginning and
urged his hearers to be alert to moments of teachableness. The Moderator then constituted the
Assembly with prayer.

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. 38)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business, which was presented on an
overhead by W.J. Ball, Convener. He moved, duly seconded, that the business for the sixth
sederunt be so ordered. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 43)

COMMITTEE ON THE ROLL AND LEAVE TO WITHDRAW (CONT'D FROM P. 36)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on the Roll and Leave to Withdraw, which
was presented by H.L. Goggin, Convener. On motion of H.L. Goggin, Convener, it was agreed that
the report be received and considered.

H.L. Goggin moved, duly seconded, that S.S. Manwaring, Presbytery of Edmonton-Lakeland, be
given leave to withdraw after the sixth sederunt due to a family wedding on Saturday. Adopted.

H.L. Goggin moved, duly seconded, that G.E.H. King, Presbytery of East Toronto, be given leave
to withdraw at the beginning of the sixth sederunt dueto iliness. Adopted.

Report asaWhole
H.L. Goggin moved, duly seconded, that the report as awhole be adopted. Adopted.

ECUMENICAL VISITOR

P. Ryu, Director of Korean Ministries, introduced the Rev. Dr. Byung Uk Min. D.Min, Moderator
of the Presbyterian Church of Korea and the Rev. Dr. Sang Hak Kim, D.L.H., General Secretary of
the Presbyterian Church of Korea.

Dr. Min told the Assembly that the Presbyterian Church of Korea has 6,000 congregations and over
2 million members. He noted that The Presbyterian Church in Canada spread the gospel to Korea
one hundred years ago and that the Presbyterian Church of Korea continues to grow rapidly and is
an evangelistic church.

He spoke of the economic difficulties Korea has been experiencing since the recent intervention of
the International Monetary Fund. Turning to the matter of the suffering of the people of North
Korea, Dr. Min thanked The Presbyterian Church in Canada for supporting them with food aid and
noted that the people of South Korea have generously provided food aid to North Korea. He asked
Canadian Presbyterians to pray for the people of that country.

The Moderator thanked the visitors, noting the long association with the Presbyterian Church of
Korea and the presence in our midst of so many Korean congregations. He presented the visitors
with the gifts presented to other ecumenical visitors.
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MODERATOR LEAVES CHAIR

The Moderator left the chair and invited J.D. Congram, the Moderator of the 123rd Assembly, to
assume the chair.

COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION (cont’'d from p. 32)

Discussion resumed on the report of the Committee on Theological Education, which began with
M. Rogers, Convener, asking permission to read an explanatory statement on the search process,
following commentsin all five briefing groups.

The Convener caled upon C.M. Stuart, Vice-Convener of the Senate of Knox College, to narrate
the steps which led the Search Committee (p. 501) to bring forward the name of the Rev. Dr.
Dorcas Gordon as Principal of Knox College.

Recommendation No. 12 (p. 501) was withdrawn with the permission of the court.
Recommendation No. 13 (p. 503) was moved by C.A. Dunn, duly seconded.

C.M. Stuart addressed the Assembly, outlining the search process and its findings.

Motion to Move In Camera
R.I. Shaw moved, duly seconded, that the Assembly move in camera and that the Clerks of
Assembly remain in the court. Defeated.

Amendment
M. MacKay moved an amendment which the Moderator pro tem declared out of order and advised
M. MacKay of hisright to speak against the motion.

Discussion began on Recommendation 13.

Motion to Limit Debate
JW.A. Cooper moved, duly seconded, that future speakers be limited to two minutes. Adopted.

Discussion resumed and a number of commissioners spoke.

Immediate Vote
S. Woods moved, duly seconded, that an immediate vote be taken. Adopted.

Vote by Ballot
J.J. Gordon moved, duly seconded, that the vote be taken by ballot. Defeated.

Recommendation 13 was adopted.
(cont’d on p. 52)
MODERATOR RESUMES CHAIR

The Moderator resumed the chair and declared a short recess.
PENSION AND BENEFITSBOARD

The Assembly called for the report of the Pension and Benefits Board (p. 458), which was handed
in by M. Worden, Convener. W.G. Stephen moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and
considered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 1 (p. 459) was adopted on motion of W.G. Stephen, duly seconded.

Additional Motion

M.A. Tremblay moved, duly seconded, that the Pension and Benefits Board propose a formula to
the 125th General Assembly to provide for equal contributions to the pension plan between the
church (congregation) and employee (contributor). Defeated.

Recommendation No. 2 (p. 459) was adopted on motion of W.G. Stephen, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 3 (p. 460) was adopted on motion of W.G. Stephen, duly seconded.

Principal Clerk
T. Gemmell reminded the Assembly that during the first year of the medical-dental plan, ministers
did not receive an increase so that the plan could be instituted.
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Additional Motion

D.l. Victor moved, duly seconded, that the minutes remind the Church that, in effect, the full cost
of medical and dental benefitsis paid by the minister/employee; increasesin minimum stipend were
given up in compensation for the cost of the plan in the year of its creation. Adopted.

M otion to Reconsider
Pursuant to notice of motion given at the first sederunt, W.J. Ball moved, duly seconded, that the
Congtitution of the Pension Board be reconsidered. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 4 (p. 460) was adopted on motion of W.G. Stephen, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 5 (p. 461) was adopted on motion of W.G. Stephen, duly seconded.

Additional Motion
B.J. Ogdon moved, duly seconded, that Pension Plan members whose age plus years of service
equals ninety shall be entitled to commence benefits without actuarial reduction.

Due to financia implications, the motion was automatically referred to the Assembly Council, as
per Book of Forms section 296.6.

Recommendation No. 6 (p. 461) was adopted on motion of W.G. Stephen, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 7 (p. 462) was adopted on motion of W.G. Stephen, duly seconded.

Report asaWhole
W.G. Stephen, duly seconded, moved the adoption of the report as awhole. Adopted.

COMMITTEE ON REMITS (cont’d from p. 39)
The Assembly resumed discussion on the the report of the Committee on Remits.
Recommendation No. 1 (p. 471) was adopted on motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 2 (p. 471) was adopted on motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.

Dissent
D.l. Victor asked that his dissent be recorded, with reasons to be given in writing.

Doxology
The Moderator invited the Assembly to rise and sing the Doxology in response to the adoption of
Living Faith and Foi Vivante as subordinate standards of the Church.

Additional Motion

JA. Vissers moved, duly seconded, that the Committee on Church Doctrine be instructed to
prepare a study for sessions and presbyteries on the nature and function of a subordinate standard
in the life of the courts and congregations of the Church, and on the documents Living Faith and
Foi Vivante, in light of the nature and function of subordinate standards within The Presbyterian
Church in Canada. Adopted.

Recommendation No. 3 (p. 471) was adopted on motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 4 (p. 471) was adopted on motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.

Dissent
D.l. Victor asked that his dissent be recorded, with reasons to be given in writing.

Recommendation No. 5 (p. 471) was adopted on motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 6 (p. 471) was adopted on motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 7 (p. 471) was adopted on motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 8 (p. 471) was adopted on motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.
Recommendation No. 9 (p. 471) was adopted on motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded.

Report asaWhole
On motion of |.F. Cronsberry, duly seconded, the report as a whole was adopted.
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PRESENTATION OF MINUTES
The Principal Clerk presented the minutes of the third sederunt.
COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. 40)

W.J. Ball moved, duly seconded, that the Anderson Notice of Motion, given at the fourth sederunt,
be added to the agenda. Adopted.
(cont’d on p. 43)

Additional Motion

G.E.C. Anderson moved, duly seconded, that in light of the Flames initiative, General Assembly
cals on al sessions and congregations to set aside the first Friday of the month for concerted
personal and corporate intercessory prayer. Adopted.

NOTICE OF MOTION

D.A. Young gave notice that at a future sederunt he would move or cause to be moved that at
future Assemblies, aroom be set aside for prayer.

ADJOURNMENT

Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly, to meet in WinClare A
Hall, University of Windsor, on Thursday, the eleventh day of June, nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, at seven o’ clock in the evening, of which public intimation was given. The sederunt closed
with prayer by the Moderator.

SEVENTH SEDERUNT

At WinClare A Hall, University of Windsor, Ontario, on Thursday, June eleventh, one thousand
nine hundred and ninety-eight at seven o'clock in the evening, the Assembly met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator’'s opening sentences were taken from Psalm 143:9-10. He then
constituted the Assembly with prayer.

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. 43)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business, which was presented on an
overhead by W.J. Ball, Convener. He moved, duly seconded, that the business for the seventh
sederunt be so ordered. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 52)
ECUMENICAL VISITOR

The Moderator called upon M. Ross to introduce Dr. Vidya Sagar Lall, General Secretary of the
Church of North India. Shetold the Assembly that Dr. Lall isalay person, a son of the manse and
has served his church at the local and Diocesan levels and worked as General Secretary of the New
Dehi YMCA. He has been a missionary in Tonga from 1975 to 1980 and Agricultural Advisor to
the Government of Laos from 1969 to 1973. A graduate in horticulture, an M.Sc. in extension
education and a Ph.D. in agriculture, he was appointed General Secretary in 1993.

Dr. Lall informed the Assembly that the Church of North has twenty-four Dioceses. It has defined
self-reliance as one of its principles. No external funds are used for the operation of the Church of
North India. The Church plans to enter the next century ensuring that each congregation has a
Sunday school, a youth group and women's fellowship program. It has become a church which
reaches out in a pluralistic society and has defined a need to be mission doers and mission
providers. The Church isalso convinced that its mission isto rural areas.

Dr. Lall spoke of the difficulties experienced by Christians in India, but also asked commissioners
to pray for Christians in Pakistan, who are being persecuted due to that country’s blasphemy laws.

He then brought greetings from the Moderator and members of the Church of North India and
presented W.J. Klempa with a brass plate with a sketch of a peacock as well as a shawl from the
Church of North India. The Moderator greeted Dr. Lall in the name of Jesus Christ and sent
greetings to the Church of North India, assuring him that The Presbyterian Church in Canada will
uphold the people of Indiain its prayers. The Moderator presented Dr. Lall with gifts similar to
those given to other ecumenical visitors.
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COMMITTEE TO NOMINATE (cont’d from p. 17)

Discussion resumed on the report of the Committee to Nominate. E.M.I. Carpenter presented its
second report.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY STANDING COMMITTEES - 1998-99
(It is understood that the Moderator is a member ex-officio of all Assembly standing committees.)
The Assembly Council
Category 1: 8 persons appointed by Assembly from the Church at large.
One Year - Dr. D. Lorne MacLellan, Sydney Mines, NS (94); Mrs. Helen Pigott, Delta, BC (96).

Two Years - Rev. J. Mark Lewis, Hamilton, ON (Convener) (94); Rev. J. Karl English, Calgary,
AB (97); Mr. Claude Meslage, Fermont, PQ (94).

Three Years - Mrs. Annabel McLauchlan, Lachine, PQ (98); Mrs. Maureen Kelly, Brampton, ON
(98); Mr. Gordon Ritchie, Calgary, AB (98).

Category 2: 15 persons appointed by Assembly for a term of three years, one from each of 15
different presbyteries, selected from among those nominated by presbytery, rotating
every three years by alphabetical order of presbyteries and alternating between
clergy and non-clergy each time a presbytery’ s turn comes in the rotation.

One Year - Central Alberta - Rev. Diane V. Beach, Red Deer, AB (96); Quebec - Rev. Blake W.
Walker, Sherbrooke, PQ (97); Pickering - Rev. Andrew J. Allison, Leaskdale, ON (96); Pictou -
Mrs. Linda C. Johnson, Pictou, NS (96); Prince Edward Idand - Mr. Lloyd MacNevin,
Charlottetown, PE (96).

Two Years - St. John - Rev. James T. Hurd, Woodstock, NB (97); Temiskaming - Rev. John D.
Blue (97); Sarnia - Mr. Edwin Leitch, Sarnia, ON (97); Huron-Perth - Rev. Dr. H.D. Rick Horgt,
St. Mary’s, ON (97); Superior - Ms. Margaret (Peggy) Graham, Thunder Bay, ON (97).

Three Years - Vancouver Idand - Ms. Adriana Van Duyvendyk, Duncan, BC (98); Waterloo-
Wellington - Mr. Lewis Ford, Kitchener, ON (98); West Toronto - Rev. Dr. Brian R. Ross,
Etobicoke, ON (98); Westminster - Mr. David Jennings, Vancouver, BC (98); Winnipeg - Rev. L.
Blake Carter, Kenora, ON (98); Eastern Han-Ca - Rev. Alan Goh, Toronto, ON (98).

Category 3: 8 persons appointed by Assembly for a term of three years, one from each of the
synods, selected from among those nominated by synod and alternating between
clergy and non-clergy at the end of each three year term.

One Year - Atlantic Provinces - Mrs. Davida Stewart, Charlottetown, PE (96); Toronto-Kingston -
Ms. Ruth MacDonad, Toronto, ON (96); Quebec and Eastern Ontario - Rev. Cedric C.Pettigrew,
Ottawa, ON (96).

Two Years - Southwestern Ontario - Rev. Catherine Calkin, St. Paul’s, ON (97); Manitoba and
Northwestern Ontario - Mr. David Brough, Winnipeg, MB (97); Saskatchewan - Rev. Dr. Yme
Woensdregt, Regina, SK (97).

Three Years - British Columbia - Rev. L.E. (Ted) Siverns, New Westminster, BC (98); Albertaand
the Northwest - Mrs. Gayle Ewin, Grande Prairie, AB (98).

Category 4: 3 persons ex-officio, namely: the President of the Atlantic Mission Society or
designate; the President of the Women's Missionary Society (WD) or designate; and
the Treasurer of The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

Category 5: 4 persons ex-officio without vote, namely: General Secretary of the Life and
Mission Agency, the Chief Financial Officer; arepresentative of the Committee
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on Theologica Education; and the Principal Clerk of the Genera Assembly who
will be Secretary of the Council.

Church Doctrine, Committee on

One Year - Rev. Dr. Paul A. Brown, Trenton, NS (Convener) (93); Rev. Everett J. Briard, Ajax,
ON (94); Dr. Margaret Ogilvie, Ottawa, ON (96); Rev. Daniel H. Forget, Richmond, PQ (96); Rev.
Barbara A. Young, AilsaCraig, ON (98).

By correspondence-  Rev. Dr. Joseph Pungur, Calgary, AB (96)
Rev. Dr. William J. Klempa, Montreal, PQ (98)

Two Years - Mr. Richard Landers, Mississauga, ON (94); Rev. Cheol Soon Park, Toronto, ON
(94); Rev. Dr. C.A. (Zander) Dunn, Guelph, ON (97); Ms. Grace Kim, Toronto, ON (97); Ms.
Karla Wuebbenhorst, Montreal, PQ (97).

By correspondence-  Rev. M. Jean Morris, Cagary, AB (94)
Mrs. Winnie Wilson, Rexton, NB (94)

Three Years - Rev. Dr. Philip J. Lee, Saint John, NB (98); Rev. Dr. John A. Vissers, Toronto, ON
(98); Ms. Laura Alary, Bowmanville, ON (98); Rev. R. lan Shaw, Winnipeg, MB (98); Rev. Dr.
Charles J. Fensham, Hamilton, ON (98).

By correspondence - Rev. Patricia Dutcher-Walls, Toronto, ON (98)
Mr. Harold Wilson, Moncton, NB (98)

Ex-officio - Representatives from Knox College, Presbyterian College and St. Andrew’s
Hall/Vancouver School of Theology, one to be named by each college for three year terms that are
renewable.

Ecumenical Relations Committee

One Year - Rev. Dr. Ruth M. Syme, Deep River, ON (Convener) (93); Rev. M. Dianne
Ollerenshaw, Calgary, AB (96).

Two Years - Dr. Ronald Bremner, Saskatoon, SK (94); Rev. Philip M. Wilson, Corunna, ON (97).

Three Years - Ms. Adele Halliday, Mississauga, ON (98); Rev. Donald W. MacKay, New Glasgow,
NS (98).

Ex-officio - The Principal Clerk of the General Assembly and the General Secretary of the Life and
Mission Agency, or their designate.

By correspondence - The Convener (or first named) of the representatives to the Canadian Council
of Churches and to the Caribbean and North American Area Council of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches; one of the delegates from this Church to the last General Council of the World
Alliance of Reformed Churches; two of the delegates from this Church to the last Assembly of the
World Council of Churches; one representative each of the Women’s Missionary Society and the
Presbyterian Record Committee.

History, Committee on

One Year - Rev. Dr. John A. Johnston, Hamilton, ON (Convener) (93); Rev. Peter G. Bush,
Mitchell, ON (96).

Two Years - Rev. Kenneth S. Barker, Owen Sound, ON (97); Rev. George A. Johnston, Beaumont,
AB (97).

Three Years- Mr. R. Mac Sprowl, Acton, ON (98); Rev. A. Donald MacL eod, Trenton, ON (98).

By correspondence - Rev. D. Lawrence Mawhinney, Lunenburg, NS (98); Synod Conveners;, One
appointee by each of Knox College and The Presbyterian College.
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Ex-officio voting - representatives from Knox College, The Presbyterian College, Vancouver
School of Theology, when in attendance.

International Affairs, Committee on
One Year - Mrs. GinaFarnell, Quebec City, PQ (97); Rev. Edward R. Wiley, North Bay, ON (96).

Two Years - Rev. Lloyd W. Fourney, Edmonton, AB (97); Rev. Dr. Walter F. McLean, Waterloo,
ON (97).

Three Years - Rev. Carol Smith, Cookstown, ON (Convener) (98); Rev. Alfred Heung Soo Lee,
Burnaby, BC (98).

Ex-officio - five persons appointed by the Life and Mission Agency; one person appointed by the
Women's Missionary Society (WD).

Lifeand Mission Agency

One Year - Rev. Douglas E. Blaikie, Fredericton, NB (94); Rev. Janet A. DeWolfe, Petrolia, ON
(96); Rev. George S. Macolm, Grande Prairie, AB (96); Rev. Dr. Michad F. Caveney,
Charlottetown, PE (Convener) (96).

Two Years - Ms. Margaret MacLeod, Dundas, ON (94); Mr. Ken Jensen, Welland, ON (92); Mrs.
AnitaMack, St. Lambert, PQ (98); Mr. Dick Paul, North Vancouver, BC (97).

Three Years - Rev. Dr. Caroline R. Lockerbie, Burlington, ON (95); Mrs. Linda Shaw, Winnipeg,
MB (98); Rev. James R. Dickey, Hamilton, ON (98); Rev. D’ Arcy Wm. Lade, Courtenay, BC (98).

Assembly Council appointments - Ms. Ruth MacDonald, Toronto, ON (96); Mrs. Linda Johnston,
Pictou, NS (96); Mr. Edwin Leitch, Sarnia, ON (97).

Ex-officio - two appointees of: Women's Missionary Society (WD); one appointee of: Atlantic
Mission Society, Presbyterian World Service and Development Committee.

M aclean Estate Committee

One Year - Mr. Bob Mauchan, Toronto, ON (94); Ms. Marilyn Repchuck, Ancaster, ON (98); Mr.
Robert McClelland, Welland, ON (96); Rev. J. Kevin Livingston, Cambridge, ON (96).

Two Years - Mr. David Huggins, Cambridge, ON (Convener) (94); Mrs. Lynne Geddes, Hamilton,
ON (95); Mr. David Smart, Burlington, ON (95), Mrs. Lynn Becker, Kitchener, ON (98).

Three Years - Rev. Helen R. Allum, Arthur, ON (98); Rev. Dr. Donald A. Donaghey, Dundas, ON
(98); Ms. Anna Jackson, Puslinch, ON (98), Mr. Rick Russell, Dundas, ON (98).

Nominate, Committee to, for the 1998 General Assembly

Convener, Dr. Wayne Senior, Kinburn, ON (97); Secretary, Rev. Gordon A. Beaton, Aurora, ON
(98); others as appointed by synods as per Book of Forms sections 301.2-301.5.

Pension and Benefits Board

One Year - Mr. Merv Worden, Winnipeg, MB (96); Mr. Crawford Laing, West VVancouver, BC
(Convener) (97); Rev. E. Robert Fenton, Oakville, ON (93).

Two Years - Rev. R.J. Graham Kennedy, St. Catharines, ON (97); Ms. Susan Robinson, New
Glasgow, NS (94); Mr. William G. Stephen, Calgary, AB (97).

Three Years - Mr. Ralph Aikin, Peterborough, ON (98); Rev. Elizabeth A.M. Forrester, Campbell
River, BC (98); Mr. Bob Simpson, London, ON (98).

Ex-officio - the Chief Financia Officer; the Convener of the Trustee Board (or adternate).
By correspondence - Synod Conveners



Page 47

Presbyterian Record, Committee on The

One Year - Mr. Andrew Foster, Cambridge, ON (96); Rev. Anne-Louise Jannaway, Willowdale,
ON (96); Mr. Garth McNaughton, West Hill, ON (96).

Two Years - Mr. RW. Ford, Sarnia, ON (Convener) (94); Rev. J. David Jones, Brockville, ON
(94); Mr. lan MacKenzie, Portage la Prairie, MB (97).

Three Years - Ms. Stevie Cameron, Toronto, ON (98); Mrs. Peggy Humby, Moncton, NB (98); Ms.
Mary Wilson, Scarborough, ON (98).

Trustee Board
1992 - Rev. Cameron Brett, Toronto, ON; Mr. Roger A. Lindsay, Toronto, ON.
1993 - N/A

1994 - Mr. R. George Hutchinson, Hamilton, ON (Convener); Mr. Donald H. MacOdrum, Toronto,
ON.

1995 - Mr. Brian Malcolm, Toronto, ON; Ms. Elizabeth Fisher, Etobicoke, ON.
1996 - Ms. June Beattie, Don Mills, ON (96); Mr. Gordon Taylor, Toronto, ON (96).
1997 - N/A

1998 - Mr. Bert Hielema, Tweed, ON (98); Rev. Ernest Herron, Sarnia, ON (98).

Ex-officio - Principal Clerk; Chief Financial Officer; Conveners of: Assembly Council, Pension
Board; Treasurer.

Theological Education, Committee on

One Year - Rev. Clayton Kuhn, Port Alberni, BC (93); Rev. Herbert E. Hilder, Chilliwack, BC
(96); Miss Christine Shaw, Winnipeg, MB (96); Rev. Marion R. Barclay, Calgary, AB (96).

Two Years - Dr. David D. Stewart, St. Stephen, NB (94); Rev. Margaret A. Robertson, North Y ork,
ON (94); Rev. Katherine Jordan, Huntingdon, PQ (97); Rev. Tijs Theijsmeijer, St. Catharines, ON
(97).

Three Years - Ms. Mary Rogers, Eden Mills, ON (Convener) (98); Rev. Timothy F. Archibald,
Kentville, NS (98); Dr. Peter Ross, Aurora, ON (98); Rev. Cathrine E. Campbell, Brussels, ON
(98).

Ex-officio - Vice-Convener or designate of the Senate of: Knox College, Presbyterian College; the
Convener of the Senate of St. Andrew’s Hall; Principal: Knox, Presbyterian Colleges, Vancouver
School of Theology; Dean: St. Andrew’s Hall; three student representatives; two representatives of
the Life and Mission Agency, namely, the Associate Secretary for Ministry and Church Vocations
and one of the Associate Secretaries from the Education for Discipleship Team.

Governing Board of Knox College
“ ... members be drawn from areas roughly near to the ingtitutions.” (A& P 1990, p. 537)

One Year - Ms. Carol Westcott, Toronto, ON (93); Mr. David Wishart, Toronto, ON (95); Rev.
Carolyn B. McAvoy, Brantford, ON (95); Rev. John A. Giurin, Norval, ON (96); Mr. Jerrold D.
Whelan, Willowdale, ON (96).

Two Years - Rev. Charlotte M. Stuart, Toronto, ON (Convener) (94); Mr. Donald Carman,
Oakville, ON (94); Miss Evelyn Murdoch, Hamilton, ON (97); Rev. J. Cameron Bigelow, Orillia,
ON (97); Mr. Ken Sheward, Toronto, ON (97).

Three Years - Mrs. Stephanie Ling, Toronto, ON (98); Rev. In Kee Kim, Missisauga, ON (98); Mr.
Donald Elliott, Toronto, ON (98); Mr. Brian Westlake, North Y ork, ON (98); Rev. Elizabeth Long,
Guelph, ON (98).
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Ex-officio - Principal or Acting Principal; Director of Basic Degree Program, two members of
Knox-Ewart Graduate Association, two students, two faculty, one staff, one member of the
Committee on Theological Education.

Ex-officio - non-voting - non-tenured faculty.

Senate of The Presbyterian College
“ ... members be drawn from areas roughly near to the ingtitutions.” (A& P 1990, p. 537)

One Year - Rev. Glenn S. MacDonald, Thorbun, NS (96); Mrs. Virginia Bell, Beaconsfield, PQ
(93); Rev. Dr. Stanley D. Sdf, Trenton, ON (93); Mr. Jong Ku Park, Montreal, PQ (93); Mr.
Douglas Lightfoot, Baie d' Urfe, PQ (96); Rev. Scott G. Emery, Quebec City, PQ (96).

Two Years - Mr. JA.B. Bannerman, Pointe Claire, PQ (94); Mrs. Irene Harper, Dollard des
Ormeaux, PQ (94); Mr. Phillip Allen, St. Donat, PQ (97); Rev. Nicholas Athanasiadis, Lachute,
PQ (97); Mrs. Donna Mcllveen, Prescott, ON (97); Rev. Dr. John Wu, Montreal, PQ (97).

Three Years - Dr. Barbara Trigger, Montreal, PQ (98); Dr. Tucker Carrington, Montreal, PQ (98);
Dr. Michael Pettem, Montreal, PQ (98); Mr. lan MacDonald, Pointe Claire, PQ (98); Mr. Bob
Jensen, Terrasse-Vandreuil, PQ (98); Dr. Herre de Groot, Town of Mount Royal, PQ (98).

Ex-officio - Principa (Convener); Professors, two student representatives, two Graduates
Association representatives.

Senate of St. Andrew’s Hall

One Year - Ms. Jean Lawrence, West Vancouver, BC (96); Mr. Jeremy Sanderson, Vancouver, BC
(98); Rev. Dr. JH. (Hans) Kouwenberg, Abbotsford, BC (96); Mr. Neil MacKenzie, Vancouver,
BC (96).

Two Years - Dr. Norah Lewis, Richmond, BC (97); Mr. Alan Keats, White Rock, BC (97); Rev.
Katharine J. Michie, Chilliwack, BC (98); Mr. William Walker, Vancouver, BC (Convener) (97).

Three Years - Rev. David B. Vincent, Calgary, AB (98); Rev. Meridyth Raobertson, Trail, BC (97);
Rev. Brian Oh, Vancouver, BC (98); Mr. Phil Boname, Vancouver, BC (98).

Ex-officio - one representative from Vancouver School of Theology; Principal, Vancouver School
of Theology; Dean of St. Andrew’s Hall.

Board of Governorsof Morrin College
Mr. Byron McBain, Vacartier Village, PQ (93).

W.G. Senior moved, duly seconded, that this be the report of the Committee to Nominate and that
it be adopted.

Amendment
A.JR. Johnston moved, duly seconded, that the name of N. Athanaisiadis replace the name of K.
Wubbenhorst on the Committee on Church Doctrine. Defeated.

The report of the Committee was adopted.
OVERTURE NO. 15, 1997 (cont’d from p. 35)

The Moderator noted that W. Paterson has been named Convener of the Special Committee to
Respond to the Issues Raised in Overture No. 34, 1998 and thus the recommendation of the Specid
Committee on Overture No. 15, 1997 (p. 474) is unnecessary.

Report asaWhole
On motion of R.D. Congram, duly seconded, the report as a whole was adopted.
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MODERATOR LEAVES CHAIR
The Moderator invited the immediate past Moderator, J.D. Congram, to assume the chair.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE RE RECOMMENDATION 28 OF THE COMMITTEE ON
BILLSAND OVERTURESIN REGARD TO THE PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL AND
ST. ANDREW’'SLACHINE

The Assembly called for the report of the Special Committee of the 124th General Assembly re
Recommendation No. 28 of the Committee on Bills and Overtures in regards to the Presbytery of
Montreal and St. Andrew’s, Lachine, which was handed in by J.A. Sitler, Convener, asfollows:

Recommendation 28 reads as follows:

That Appeal No. 2 from Kenneth D. Bell, Montreal, against decisions of the Presbytery of
Montreal, Appeal No. 3 from William Manson, Montreal, against decisions of the Presbytery
of Montreal, the Specia Report re the Presbytery of Montreal and St. Andrew’s Church,
Lachine (p. 517) be referred to a Special Committee appointed by this Assembly, to
recommend to alater sederunt of this Assembly the most appropriate way for the Assembly to
bring this matter to a conclusion in accordance with the law and good order of the Church,
noting that the actions of the Presbytery of Montreal are also of concern.

The Special Committee as named by the Moderator of the 124th General Assembly consists of the
following: James Sitler (Convener), Cathrine Campbell, Karl English, Grant MacDonald, Sally
Manwaring and Kun-Sil Park.

The mandate of the Speciad Committeeis:

to recommend to alater sederunt of this Assembly the most appropriate way for the Assembly
to bring this matter to a conclusion in accordance with the law and good order of the Church,
noting that the actions of the Presbytery of Montreal are also of concern.

In summary, Appeal Nos. 2 and 3, 1998 against decisions of the Presbytery of Montreal deal with:

- the Presbytery’s adoption of a motion requesting the appointment of a mediator from
the national Church to meet with all concerned parties;

- the defeat of a motion that the Presbytery of Montreal “take possession of the St.
Andrew’s Church buildings ... Lachine and prevent any further use of them by the
dissenting parties until ... the said parties may be reconciled to the sentence of the
Commission.”

Also, in summary, the Special Report of the Clerks of Assembly (p. 517) indicates that the issue is
beyond the possihility of resolution by mediation, a process that requires negotiation. The violation
of ordination vows by disobeying the order of a higher court is not negotiable. The Special Report
also indicates that the Presbytery of Montreal’ s duty in thisissueisto act in this matter and to order
the Session of St. Andrew’s, Lachine to cease and desist from its contumacious [unyielding,
intractable, obstinate] behaviour. According to the Special Report, the Presbytery of Montreal
believes taking any further action could cause even greater division within the Presbytery.

Our mandate limits the Specia Committee to matters pertinent to Church law. The Presbyterian
Church in Canada is bound to uphold the decisions of its courts through the direction of the
accepted rules and regulations as outlined in the Book of Forms. To do otherwise would negate the
very authority of the courts of the Church (Book of Forms section 3). The desired goal in this
situation continues to be one of peace and reconciliation.

This Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada is called upon to make decisions that have
far reaching implications for individuals, congregations and the whole Church. As our
denomination strives to discern the Holy Spirit’s leading, the Church needs to be aware that
ongoing studies and education may indicate future changes in the directions of doctrine and Church
law. However, as this ongoing discovery takes place, there is need for an adherence to the
established rules and regulations that govern the Church.
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In its deliberations the Special Committee reviewed Appeas No. 2 and No. 3 against decisions of
the Presbytery of Montreal; the Special Report of the Clerks re the Presbytery of Montreal and St.
Andrew’s Church, Lachine (p. 517-18); as well as the Findings and Directives of the Special
Commission appointed by the 123rd General Assembly (p. 263-72).

Having looked at this matter in regard to the Presbytery of Montreal and the congregation of St.
Andrew’s, Lachine, with a view toward reconciliation and compassion, the Committee
acknowledges certain facts:

- evidence that the Session and congregation of St. Andrew’s, Lachine are in defiance of the
findings of 123rd General Assembly’s Special Commission;

- The Presbytery of Montreal appears to have ceased action in implementing the Findings and
Directives of the Special Commission of the 123rd General Assembly;

- the Presbytery is seriously divided.

At this time, the Presbytery of Montreal must work together for the good of its congregations, as
well as peace and unity within the Church. To that court belongs the responsibility to take action.
As the Clerks state in their Special Report (p. 518) “... it is the duty of the Presbytery to act in this
matter and to order the Session of St. Andrew’s, Lachine to cease and desist from its contumacious
behaviour.”

The Book of Forms states:
200 To the presbytery belongs the care and good order of the churches within the bounds;

198 It pertains to the presbytery to take heed that the Word of God is purely preached within
its bounds, the sacraments rightly administered, the discipline rightly maintained;

198.1 It belongs to the presbytery to regulate matters concerning the performance of public
worship and the administration of the sacraments, within its bounds. It must take cognizance
of practices inconsistent with the laws and settled usages of the Church. It should enjoin the
discontinuance of novel practices calculated to cause division or strifein any congregation.

The Special Committee therefore recommends as follows:

Recommendation No. 1
That the 124th General Assembly direct the Presbytery of Montrea to take immediate steps to
bring matters relating to St. Andrew’s, Lachine, to a conclusion; these steps must include:

1.  thenaming of an Interim Moderator;

2. ordering the Session of St. Andrew’s, Lachine, to cease and desist from its contumacious
behaviour;

3. theimplementation of Directive 3 of the Special Commission of the 123rd General Assembly
in regard to the appointment of an experienced Interim Minister;

4.  theimplementation of Directive 4 of the Specia Commission of the 123rd General Assembly
in regard to engaging in a program of conflict management and resolution within six months.

Recommendation No. 2

That the actions ordered in Recommendation No. 1 be the Genera Assembly’s answer to Appea
No. 2 (p. 541) from Kenneth D. Bell, Montreal, against decisions of the Presbytery of Montreal and
Appeal No. 3 (p. 541) from William Manson, Montreal against decisions of the Presbytery of
Montreal.

Recommendation No. 1 was moved by J. Sitler, duly seconded.

Table Groups
The Moderator asked the commissioners whether they wished to have some time in table groups
and asked for a show of hands. He then declared that the table groups would be given ten minutes.
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Discussion Resumed

Amendment

P.M. Wilson moved, duly seconded, that the Presbytery of Montreal be directed to offer the
congregation of St. Andrew’s, Lachine, the option of remaining within The Presbyterian Church in
Canada in accordance with its present polity; if they choose to stay, then items | through 4
following be implemented; if they choose to leave, we wish them Godspeed, and offer to rent the
building to the congregation on terms to be worked out by the Presbytery of Montreal.

Amendment to the Amendment
M. MacKay moved, duly seconded, that the Assembly direct the Synod of Quebec and Eastern
Ontario to ensure compliance with the will of the Assembly. Defeated.

The amendment was adopted.
Recommendation No. 1 was adopted as amended.
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted on motion of J.A. Sitler, duly seconded.

Additional Motion
M.D. Ollerenshaw moved, duly seconded, that all ruling and teaching elders of the Presbytery of
Montrea be required to re-affirm their ordination vows and that the Clerks of Assembly arrange for
a specific process in order for a specific process in order to facilitate the healing of presbyters.
Defeated.

(cont’d on p. 53)

MODERATOR RESUMED CHAIR

The time alotted to the report of the Special Committee having expired, the Moderator resumed the
chair.

REPORT OF THE YOUNG ADULT REPRESENTATIVES

In word and song, the young adult representatives made their report. They began with a skit
depicting the General Assembly in the year 2018. A number of individuals in the group spoke,
emphasizing youth ministry as a priority and expressing the need for more youth pastors. (see p.
518-20) Evangelism was named as a priority. The group expressed heartfelt thanks to their
advisors, Erin Crisfield and Spencer Edwards. They then presented a song and invited
commissionersto join in. To conclude, one of the young adult representatives led in prayer.

Report asaWhole
G.B. Jay moved, duly seconded, that the report of the young adult representatives be adopted.

Additional Motion
R.D. Ross moved, duly seconded, that the serious comments of the young adult representatives be
copied and made available to commissioners. Adopted. (see p. 518-20)

The Moderator thanked the young adult representatives for their insights and for their presentation.

ADJOURNMENT

Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly, to meet in WinClare A
Hall, University of Windsor, on Friday, the twelfth day of June, nineteen hundred and ninety-eight
at nine-thirty o’clock in the morning, of which public intimation was given. The sederunt closed
with prayer by the Moderator.

EIGHTH SEDERUNT

At WinClare A Hall, University of Windsor, Ontario, on Friday, June twelfth, one thousand nine
hundred and ninety-eight at nine-thirty o’clock in the morning, the Assembly met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator’s opening sentences were from Psalm 25:8, 9, “Good and Upright is
theLord ...”. Hethen read from Il Timothy 1:5, 13 and reflected on the teaching and passing along
of the faith from one generation to another. The Moderator then constituted the Assembly with

prayer.
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COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. 43)

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business, which was presented on an
overhead by W.J. Ball, Convener. He moved, duly seconded, that the business for the eighth
sederunt be so ordered. Adopted.

(cont’d on p. 59)

REPORT OF THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

The Moderator called upon the student representatives to present their report. V.S. Carter (Knox
College), C.C. Victor (Vancouver School of Theology) and K. Wubbenhorst (Presbyterian
College) spoketo the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked the student representatives for their reflections and acknowledged their
contributions to the Assembly.

CLERKSOF ASSEMBLY (CONT’'D FROM P. 37)
Discussion resumed on the amended motion to adopt the report of the Clerks of Assembly.

Statement by the Clerks

The Clerks of Assembly understand that we have accepted responsibility both for our procedures
within the courts of the Church, and to participate in the legislative process. Until a legislative
process has been completed, we need to have a voice and a means of relieving our consciences
whenever we believe the Church is embarking on a problematic course. We do this both with
respect for our past and with concern for our future as a Church. We accept Glen Davis
amendment as a helpful way forward, with regard to the Clerks comment