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Joined Together as God’s Dwelling Place – We are Home.
A Long Way from Home
Worship 101 Video – Amen

https://youtu.be/h026NbFNnns
Opening Music
Build Your Kingdom Here
(Rend Collective) 

Called As Partners In Christ’s Service     (Jane Parker Huber)
Psalm 24:1-3 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
   the world, and those who live in it; 
for God has founded it on the seas,
   and established it on the rivers. 
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?
   And who shall stand in his holy place?

Call to Worship
In Ancient Days, our Spiritual Ancestors would gather in procession, march to the gates of the house of God and knock to gain entrance.
Tonight, God is with us. 

Now we are gathered at the door ready to worship. 

It’s our time to knock and our time to enter into worship.

Leader:
Lift up your heads, O gates!


and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
    

that the King of glory may come in.

People: 
Who is the King of glory?
    

The Lord, strong and mighty,
    

the Lord, mighty in battle

Leader:
Lift up your heads, O gates!


and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
    

that the King of glory may come in.

People: 
Who is the King of glory?
    

The Lord of hosts,
    

God is the King of glory.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

God of life and of liberation and of freedom

when Abraham’s family wandered,

when Moses took refuge in the desert, 

when the Israelites lived in exile

you called them,

and gave them words of comfort and promises of hope.

When the time was right 

Christ crossed the boundaries

and left his place with you

and put on frail flesh 

to take up residence among us 

to make what is dead live,

to bring the lost home,

to set the prisoner free,

to put in the centre of things those who are invisible and forgotten.

And so we love you with all our heart, and our soul and our body 

and praise you 

as the creating God, 

  the redeeming Christ, 

     and the life-giving Holy Spirit.

Hear us as offer our confession together: 

In beauty and out of your wisdom

you created the world to be filled with life 

and you made it to be a peaceful kingdom.

but the world is not as you created it.

In part because of our silence or inaction,

we confess that we share in the responsibility 

for the way that things are.

We acknowledge that whether we are aware of it or not,

our conveniences and overindulgence contributes to the suffering of others. 

And in truth, in large and small ways 

there is racism, suspicion, and prejudice 

in our homes, our relationships, our schools, and our churches.

Move among us, O God, to reform and redeem us

so that more and more our lives resemble Christ’s 

and this world resembles your peaceful kingdom.

Assurance of Pardon (Based on Isaiah 49:15-66:13)
Can a woman forget her nursing child,

or show no compassion for the child of her womb?

As a mother comforts her child,

so will I comfort you, says the Lord. 

May the God of mercy who forgives all our sins,

strengthen us in all goodness, and,

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

keep us sheltered in the dwelling place of God.

Amen.

Welcome

Now we are here, we are home. Let us worship God!

Music

Rocky Ground





(Bruce Springsteen)
Prayer for Illumination

Gracious God, give us humble and teachable hearts, 


that we may receive what you have revealed, 


be inspired and encouraged by what you have done, 


and do what you have commanded.  


Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, we pray.  Amen

Scripture 


Psalm 121


Mark 12:28-34 
	One:
	The Word of God in Scripture,

The Word of God among us,

The Word of God within us.

	All:
	Thanks be to God


Sermon

Affirmation of Faith 
The Immigrant’s Creed

written by Jose Luis Casal, General Missioner for the Tres Rios Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

I believe in Almighty God, who guided the people in exile and in exodus, the God of Abraham in a strange land, Joseph in Egypt, Ruth in Israel, and Daniel in Babylon, the God of foreigners and immigrants.

I believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced Galilean, who was born away from his people and his home, who fled his country with his parents when his life was in danger, and returning to his own country suffered the oppression of the tyrant Pontius Plate – the servant of a foreign power – who then was persecuted, beaten, and finally tortured, accused and condemned to death unjustly. But on the third day, this scorned Jesus rose from the dead, not as a foreigner but to offer us citizenship in heaven.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the eternal immigrant from God’s kingdom among us, who speaks all languages, lives in all countries, and reunites all races, cultures and tongues.

I believe that the Church is the secure home for the foreigner and for all believers who constitute it, who speak different languages, are diverse in culture and race and yet are united in love and purpose.

I believe that the Communion of the Saints begins when we accept the diversity of the saints.

I believe in forgiveness, which makes us all equal, and in reconciliation, which identifies us more than does race, language or nationality.

I believe that the Resurrection God will unite us as one people in which all are distinct and all are alike at the same time.

Beyond this world, I believe in Life Eternal in which no one will be an immigrant but all will be citizens of God’s kingdom, which will never end.

Introduction to our Offering and Presbyterians Sharing
One Mission Two Funds Video

https://youtu.be/BzzAeZ22jMM
Call for the Offering:

There is one gift that we can all offer, no matter our circumstance.  We can pray for those who suffer, entrusting them to the care, protection, and love of God – who can bring goodness out of chaos, light out of darkness, and offer peace where there is none. 

Music
 

Always






(Kristian Stanfill)
Prayer of Dedication






Gracious God of abundance and generosity, 

thank you for the gifts that we receive so freely everyday – 

food, shelter, freedom, education.   

May the gifts we offer to others today be used 



to bring comfort to those who suffer, 


to lend hope to those who feel hopeless, 


and to create safe spaces for those who have nowhere to call home.  

Give us courage and compassion 


to be part of the healing and transformation of the hurting world



 – in the name of Jesus and for his sake.  Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession – written by CY participants in response to the Refugee Day experience With Kumbayah in C
Someone is singing, Lord. 

Our hearts are singing! 

We sing with gratitude

for being born in Canada 

for being here in Canada

and for the privilege that such a gift offers us.

We are thankful

for safety and comfort

for life and community 

for worship and for one another.

We are thankful

for amazing opportunities  

for families and churches that support us  

for the gifts of freedom, friendship, and Canada Youth;

We are singing, Lord! 

Someone is crying, Lord. 

We are crying, too. 

We weep for the brokenness in our world

for children without parents 

and parents without children,

for those who do not know what it is 

to be called your beloved child;

We mourn for those who suffer in pain

for those who feel lost 

for those who are lost 

and for those who feel 

that you have left them all alone;

We are crying, Lord, 

for those who do not have support or love,

for those who are scared,

for those who have no place to call home.

We are crying, Lord. 

Someone is praying, Lord.

We are praying, too. 

We pray because we know so little

about what our brothers and sisters are facing.

We pray because we are not sure 

we are doing enough to assist refugees.

We pray because too many of us

Turn a blind eye to suffering.

We are praying, Lord. 

Someone is hoping, Lord.

We are hoping, too.

We hope for a time when all will find welcome

when everyone will love their neighbour

when everyone will find a home in you.  

We long for an end to violence and hatred,

for peace in every nation,

for love, compassion and understanding. 

May the homeless find refuge

here in Canada

and in places all over the world.

Someone is hoping, Lord.

In your mercy hear our prayers

through Jesus Christ

who was himself a refugee

and who taught us to pray together:

Lord’s Prayer
Benediction

Hear, Listen, Shema! The Lord your God is one. So love the Lord with all your passion, prayer, intelligence and energy and love others, all your neighbours, as well as you love yourself. Because we go in the love of God, the grace of Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit this day and forever. Amen
Closing Music   
 We will overcome

(Traditional African American Spiritual) 
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