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Joined Together as God’s Dwelling Place – We are Home. 
Welcome Home
Worship 101 - Passing the Peace

https://youtu.be/0n51JQ9J9AQ
Psalm 24:1-3
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
   the world, and those who live in it; 
for God has founded it on the seas,
   and established it on the rivers. 
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?
   And who shall stand in his holy place?
Call and Response 
In Ancient Days, our Spiritual Ancestors would gather in procession and march to the gates of the house of God.  Knocking at the door they demanded that the doors be opened. They would march through the gates, reciting a Psalm like this one, and God was with them. 

Still, tonight God is with us. 

Now we stand at the gates ready to worship.  

It is our turn to demand that the doors be opened as we enter God’s house for worship.

Leader:
Lift up your heads, O gates!


and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
    

that the King of glory may come in.

People: 
Who is the King of glory?
    

The Lord, strong and mighty,
    

the Lord, mighty in battle

Leader:
Lift up your heads, O gates!


and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
    

that the King of glory may come in.

People: 
Who is the King of glory?
    

The Lord of hosts,
    

God is the King of glory.

Music
Build Your Kingdom Here

(Rend Collective)




The Valley Town

       (Elliot Brood)
Call to Worship 

Leader:
The joy is ours to praise God

People: 
Who blesses us, each and every day

Leader:
Always, everywhere, here and now

People: 
The presence of God’s love is real

Leader:
God is here with us

People:
Let us be with God: our hearts rejoicing, our voices singing praise

All: 
For great and worthy is our God, one God: 


Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

God of the morning stars,

We gather here this evening, excited and grateful to be here.  

In call and response, you invite us to sing ourselves into faith.  

You gather us together to care for one another 


and learn compassion for the other.  

In your safe space, 


you accept as we are, 



welcome our questions, 




and transform us in your love.  

Throughout this week together, 


help us to grow in our faith,



looking to Jesus for peace, power and purpose.

Throughout this week together, give us the courage to be ourselves.

When we are tempted to judge others, forgive us.

When we are tempted to underestimate ourselves, forgive us.

Put us in right relationship with you and with one another.

Shape and form us;

teach and transform us;

help us be and become your people.

For we pray all these things in the name of Jesus our Saviour,

Amen

Assurance of Pardon (in English)
By the great power and grace of God Who is love, 

Your sin is declared forgiven in Christ Your Saviour, 


ever with you, ever for you.

Be hopeful, be loving

Let the peace of Christ touch your life 
and bring the world peace in His Name, 

Thanks be to God! 

Assurance of Pardon (in French)

Le Dieu qui est tout puissant, et qui est amour: 

il entend la confession de notre cœur. 

Par, celui qui est toujours parmi nous: 

oui, par celui qui est venu pour nous,

par Jésus Christ, notre péché nous est pardonné.

Que Dieu nous mette au cœur l’assurance de son pardon.

Par le Saint-Esprit,

la puissance de vie nouvelle nous est accordée. 

Soyez plein d’espoir, accueillir les autres;

et que la paix de Jesus soit avec vous, peu importe ton chemain. 
Passing the Peace

 Leader:


God has given us the great gift of assurance and forgiveness.



With that gift comes the blessing of peace –




peace that the world cannot give 





and nothing and no one can take away.



In this worship space, we are invited to share that peace with one another.



As you offer the blessing of God’s peace with those around you,




please do so in ways that are comfortable for you and each other.




You can learn your neighbour’s name,




exchange a hand shake or a hug or a fist pump,




or you can simply offer a smile and the words of peace.





Remember this is not a “hi, how are you?” time,






but a time to offer the blessing of Christ’s peace.


Since God has loved us, may we love one another


The Peace of Christ be with you

ALL: And also with you.


Leader:  With joy, you are invited to exchange blessings of peace with one another.

Music

Better Is One Day

( Matt Redman)
Acknowledgement of Traditional Lands 
All:  We come from North and South, from East and West and from scattered lives and are gathered in the gracious and loving presence of God, the maker and lover of creation. We are called here to worship, to work and to play; and this is holy ground.

And we acknowledge that we meet on the traditional territory of the Attawandaron, Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe Nations and Indigenous Peoples.

To acknowledge this traditional territory is to recognize a long and rich history, one pre-dating the establishment of European colonies.

It is also to acknowledge this territory’s significance for the Indigenous peoples who lived, and continue to live, upon it and whose practices and spiritualities were tied to the land and continue to develop in relationship to the territory and its other inhabitants today.

We acknowledge that in our cultural arrogance we have been blind to the ways in which our own understanding of the Gospel has been culturally conditioned, and because of our insensitivity to Aboriginal cultures, we have demanded more of Aboriginal people than the Gospel requires.

All:  And we reaffirm our commitment to healing and reconciliation with Aboriginal people - First Nations, Inuit, and Metis.

Welcome 

Welcome to …
We are so glad you are here.

It is a blessing to worship here with you.

Where ever you’re from, whoever you are this is God’s 

house ...

Together: Be at peace here ...

Music

Be Still And Know 

(The Fray)
Prayer for Illumination (unison) 


Wondrous God, 

Open our minds to hear Your Word, 

our hearts to cherish Your Word, 

and our lives to gladly follow Your Word 


as we listen and seek to understand.

Scripture 

Psalm 84

Ephesians 2:4-10, 17-22 
	One:
	The Word of God in Scripture,

The Word of God among us,

The Word of God within us.

	All:
	Thanks be to God


Sermon
Sung Affirmation of Faith 
This I Believe
(Hillsong Worship) 
Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession
We pray to God bringing our gratitude and our concern.  Let us pray together:

God of adventures,

we give thanks for bringing all of us together,


for the joy of gathering with others and being welcomed here,


and for the excitement and anticipation we feel about this week.

Wise and protecting God,

we give thanks for the parents, leaders and churches who helped us to come here,


for those supporting us back home, waiting to hear our stories,


for those who will teach and lead, guide and guard us here this week,


and for the new friendships that we will make.

As youth or young adults, 


as teachers and leaders,



we are deeply grateful for the privilege and opportunity to be here,




to grow in faith,





and to be joined together in your love.

Nurturing God,


this evening some of us are tired from long journeys;


some of us are fearful of being in a new place,



and surrounded by many unfamiliar faces;


some of us wonder how this week will change us,



or how we might fit.

Bless our friendships –both old ones and new ones –


with meaningful conversation, 


joyful laughter, 


silly and serious time together:



so that through the experiences of this week we will 




draw closer to you and we will be more and more at home with you.

Keep us safe,


give us courage and joy,



build your kingdom here,




and make us your dwelling place.

Now in one voice we pray together in the words that Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.
Song

Cornerstone 

(Hillsong Worship)
Benediction:
Leader A: Know that God has found a home in this dwelling place.

Leader B: Know that Jesus Christ is the cornerstone upon which the foundation is built.

Leader A: And go, with the Spirit as your guide.

Leader B: This first day, throughout the entire week, and always.

Both: Amen

Closing Music

Trees of The Field 

(Stuart Dauermann)
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