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PRAYERS – OVERTURE PROCESS – GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2015

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: you come to us in wonder; help the church to see that you are still speaking and still calling us to love our neighbour as ourselves, as different or as alike our neighbours may be.
Dear God, we thank you for the times of reflection here at General Assembly and ask that you send us back to the corners of your beautiful country to glorify you.

________________________________________________________________________

We pray that those who feel that they are excluded, feel part of the dialogue and not just the object of the conversation.

Dear God, help us to live our faith daily by being open to what is different, loving to those who are hurting and always mindful of the needs and desires of others. Amen.

________________________________________________________________________

Dear God, thank you for stirring and stimulating our thoughts and feelings as we are working together to understand your picture of the Kingdom.

We pray for your Holy Spirit to move among us as a wind disturbing, refreshing, sweeping, renewing – gentle and mighty.

We ask that you teach us how to discern your truth, that you help us to hear each other and guide us to our next steps towards wise decisions in your timing.

We want to do your will. Help us.

________________________________________________________________________

Loving Lord, comfort the broken hearted.
Gracious God, may the decisions we come to surrounding this issue, not be born out of our fears or any imagined outcomes, but may our decisions be rooted in a sincere desire to seek your will.

Amazing God, as we ponder you and your ways, we begin to understand that, even though we have learned much and experienced much, we still have much to learn and experience. Lead us!

________________________________________________________________________

Loving God, help your people to understand that homosexual acts are not inherently sinful and that people who engage in them are not necessarily therefore sinners.

________________________________________________________________________
God, fill our hearts with your love, wisdom, and understanding, so that we can please you.

Dear God, in this particular topic, please make us to have the Bible as a direction; give us your wisdom, Christ’s love of example that with the help of the Holy Spirit – if when it comes to decision-making – we could be your real children and Christ’s real disciples – decisions to be made on your will.

________________________________________________________________________

Gracious God, let your will be done in us and through us. Help us to trust and not be afraid.

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come: May we be able to look into the eyes of our friends and on the face of God with a clear conscience. May the answer be so overwhelmingly obvious that we never have to wonder if we were wrong. May we be Kingdom people with Kingdom hearts and live out the mission of the church as Christ’s church. We pray for the hurt and we pray for unity. Your truth began at the dawn of time. We know you will always preserve a remnant of your church. Be with us.

________________________________________________________________________
Creator God, we pray for discernment, so through your word that your will be clearer for us. May we boldly model through our future deeds and actions your timeless and limitless love for each other.
________________________________________________________________________

Dear God, help us to love one another as you love us, unconditionally as a mother or father loves their children. Help us to have respect for one another, to be loving, accepting and welcoming to all people. In Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, neither male nor female, neither free or bound, neither gay or straight.

Help us to love all humanity, to be caring, understanding, and to help one another – we believe you love all your children.
We pray that we would have eyes to see as you see, that your will for our collective life would be clearly discerned by us.

Please bless all your children and bring your salvation and healing to everyone.

________________________________________________________________________
O Lord, may your love melt hardened hearts and heal deep wounds as we seek to live as your people in the world.
Our Lord and our God, as we meet to discuss a change in our understanding of your word for us, through the Spirit, help us to discern your will, and grant us wisdom to comprehend your guidance, such that our conclusion may be acceptable to you.

God of compassion, grant peace and courage to your people who feel vulnerable, as we struggle to integrate human sexuality and our faith in your Son.

________________________________________________________________________
Dear Father, come with us and hold our hands as we continue on this journey so that what we do will be pleasing to you.

Dear God, let us discern your will as revealed to us through the scripture, that we may know your way and the path you illuminate before us.

May we be open to seeking, hearing, understanding, and following the leading of the Holy Spirit.

________________________________________________________________________
Unconditional Lover of all people, uphold, bless and set free those who have known what it is to be imprisoned; that their chains may be broken, that they may feel the sunshine of your grace warming their hearts, that they may walk in freedom, with light steps, heads held high with all joy in knowing life in all its abundance.
Dear God, grant us the wisdom and guidance to listen with understanding and compassion as we discuss and discern the direction we should take on this issue of human sexuality.

Great and gracious God, in your all inclusive love, may we all find our voices in the midst of this process, trusting as we speak our truth that you can weave our diverse voices into the dynamic harmony of your redemptive Word for us today.  Hallelujah!

________________________________________________________________________

Father God, help us as the General Assembly, to make a decision that is in line with your will, demonstrating your love to all others, that is not judgmental and is fixed in your wisdom as we discern it.
Please hear our wishes of love and unity and guide us to a place where both can be found.

Dear God, teach us how to be faithful and how to love all your children.

________________________________________________________________________

Blessed Trinity, may we be one as you are one. you are our life; hold us close to you, that together we can listen to your voice, be receptive to your will, do what you ask, and surrender ourselves in humble mutual loving service.

Dear God, give us courage to follow where you lead.

Thank you for your love and please show us the way to open our hearts and lives to all people.

________________________________________________________________________

Almighty God of unending love, we pray that you will instill in us a spirit of loving all people as you have loved and cared for us. 
Lord, have mercy!!

Generous and Heavenly Father, please give us the strength to face these difficult questions and the perseverance to follow them through to a resolution that is pleasing to you.

________________________________________________________________________

We pray for all who may feel alienated from the church and those they love.
________________________________________________________________________
Good Shepherd of all who travel on hard and unknown paths, help us to trust in your grace, to rest in knowing the church’s future is in your hands, and to leave our fears with you.

God, guide us in our deliberations on human sexuality so that we can follow a course that conforms to your wishes and plans for your church.

________________________________________________________________________

Creator, heighten our ability to listen to our neighbour, learn from our neighbor and to love our neighbour.
Lord, may hurts be met by healing, and fears replaced by trust, confidence and peace through Jesus.

________________________________________________________________________

God of compassion and love, help us to seek your will, reminding us that love casts out all fear and we are indeed one body with many parts eager to serve you. 
Give us courage to be open to the guiding of your Spirit that we might embody the nature of Christ as we seek to discern your will for us and your creation. Help us set aside our pre-conceived ideas to allow for full understanding. 
Gather all your children home so that your Kingdom might be fulfilled.

________________________________________________________________________

Creator God, and Lord of all possibilities, open us to the leading of your Holy Spirit, providing us with wisdom and discernment as we absorb your Word, patience as we wait and listen for your revealing, and may we follow the ultimate example of love you have given us in the gift of your only Son, Jesus.

Dear God, help us to accept all those who need support and love in the hard times and help us to love everyone just as you have loved us.

We pray that the PCC opens its heart to be like Jesus in welcoming all people fully into the church and to church service.

________________________________________________________________________
Eternal One, thank you for the spirit of community and acceptance that emerged; continue to surprise us by your Spirit.

Lord, help us to embrace discomfort together, follow your will rather than our own, accept those around us, appreciate our diversity in opinion and know that we are unified in our love for you.

Lord, please help us to discern a path whereby we can make all people feel fully welcome.

________________________________________________________________________

Help us to hunger for you as we listen to one another and seek to do your will with unity and peace.
Loving God, we ask your guidance as we try to understand issues at hand, knowing that you love us all unconditionally.

Lord, we are deeply thankful for the grace and compassion with which our group not only shared our own feelings but also gently received the thoughts and feelings of others.
________________________________________________________________________

Dear God, please help us to listen to each other and discern your will by studying the scripture and praying with compassion.
Triune God, Three-in-One, 

Perfect Unity in Diversity,

Hold us together in love.

Lord, nevertheless, not our will be done, but your will be done.

________________________________________________________________________

Lord, teach us, who can be so divided, to be one as you are one. Teach us how to be one without compromising your truth or who we know ourselves to be. Teach us to be one in love and care, that you may be seen in us in just those places that drive a wedge between us. Lord, you are capable of more than we can imagine. Take those places we have feared division and name calling, and let us find a grace we did not expect to see. By that spirit that surprises us often, surprise us in the love, charity and care manifest in us, your church. Amen.

________________________________________________________________________
Dear Lord, we pray to you that all may feel the joy of self-love as offered in grace by your love and reflected with loving acceptance by others.

________________________________________________________________________

Compassionate God, we face our future seeking your wisdom and grace to quiet the fears of the unknown. Give us courage and strength for the journey ahead of us all.
Dear God, we lay our concerns and anxieties about our future as a Presbyterian Church before you for your guidance and direction for us.

________________________________________________________________________
Dear God, please guide us through this important process.

Lord Yeshua, Son of God, have mercy on us and upon your people, the flock you love.

Dear God, we, your people, want to abide in you and want your words to abide in us, so that you can bring healing to our church family.

Dear God, guide us to listen attentively, respectfully and compassionately with open ears, eyes, minds and hearts to discern and follow your will.

________________________________________________________________________

God of grace, we thank you that even though we sin, through Christ we are forgiven and we take comfort in the fact that we are all your children; one is not loved more than the other.
May we weave together all the stories, ideas and emotions that we have heard into a tapestry, highlighting each equally and respectfully, and sufficed with your love.

“Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; help us grasp the heights of your plans for us…”

________________________________________________________________________
We pray that this will lead to a greater trust – trust in each other, trust in you, trust that the Spirit will guide us to make the decision you want us to make, and trust that we will move forward, united as your beloved children.

Gracious Lord, at the end of this process, when the decisions are made regarding how the church responds to humanity sexuality, whatever the decisions, may our church family come out stronger.

Lord, forgive us, we who like sheep have gone astray. We have gone our own way. Rebuke us, Holy One, change our hearts, open our minds to hear your will, your way to move forward, for the glory of your name, Lord Jesus, and the blessing of all people.

________________________________________________________________________

Almighty God, bless us with wisdom and guide us to do the right things and make the right decisions for your will and your Kingdom as a light of the Holy Spirit. We pray in the name of Jesus with thanksgiving and love.
Loving God, give us the strength and courage to reach out to our brothers and sisters, those who are hurting, those who need a friend and especially those that need a friend to listen without judgment.

________________________________________________________________________

Creating God, we pray tat we will be the body of Christ: united and diverse; redeemed and transformed; broken but holy.

O God, give us knowledge and wisdom to do your will and fulfill our purpose based on your desire for us.

Holy Spirit, we pray that you would open the heart of the church to love others with your truth in grace that lets us together know your will.

________________________________________________________________________

O Holy One, breathe into your church, your people, your children a Spirit of compassion and draw us together around your Son.

Let there be Shalom.

Thank you for this experience of being together as your people.

________________________________________________________________________

Lord God, 
Thanksgiving and Praise is in our hearts for the freedom we have to come together to share and to discern your will for us. Listen to our prayer, O God, give us the strength to live with your answer to the doubts, fears and concerns that now confront our shared future.
God of love, we pray that your grace, love, and healing could be found in every church.

________________________________________________________________________

We pray that God will soften our hearts, that we may hear your direction.

Come to us and lead us…help us, and still our uneasiness and help us to stay true to you and our faith as Christians.

Breath of life, empower us each to become fully who you created us to be, and together be a reflection of your life-giving love to the world.

________________________________________________________________________
Dear Lord,
Help us to listen – to your Word, to each other and the deep stirrings of our hearts and minds. Help us to love all your people, not just those with whom we agree. And give us the courage to act as the Holy Spirit guides and leads us.

Gather all of us in your strong arms of Love and do not let us go from you or from each other.
________________________________________________________________________

God, help us to fulfill our call as a Christian community to live, worship, love, and serve according to your will.

Loving and Gracious God, help us to love one another as you love us, forgive us when we fail, and give us courage to try again.

Lord, help us to smooth the rough edges and make us a smooth stone, easy to hold, and make our tongues less sharp.

________________________________________________________________________

Lord, help us to see each other as you see us and love each other as you love us. Forgive our blindness and help us see you. Forgive our deafness and let us hear you clearly. Lead us, Lord, Lead us Lord. We want to be obedient.
Our prayer is for the church: for strength and unity facing adversity; for compassion for all, as Jesus loved; for respect for all peoples; and finally for acceptance with open arms in the PCC of all peoples in any walk of life.

Help us, Lord, to understand what your resurrection in body, soul and mind means for us to receive healing by your indwelling Holy Spirit for all our brokenness of body, soul and mind.

________________________________________________________________________
Heavenly Father, in response to your great love, we pray that you will full us with the Holy Spirit so that we can discern your direction, so that all of us who you have uniquely created can be accepted, loved, and welcomed, and have the opportunity to be authentic and share the gifts that you have given us without being held back due to fear or condemnation, as you are the giver of grace and the only true judge.

Dear Lord, forgive us, help us to be like your son, Jesus Christ; be merciful to us.

Lord give us the strength to make the right decisions.

________________________________________________________________________

God, break the power of fear among us, and lead us to a place of safety, justice and welcome. 
________________________________________________________________________

Thank you, Creator God, for your presence among us as we discern your will. May your inclusive kingdom come – a time and place and attitude of joyful abundance, of generous hospitality, of genuine healing, of grace-filled love and justice for all. your kingdom come – your will be done. Surprise us with your love and grace once again so we may see you in a fresh and new way. Everlasting God, pour over your church your love, grace, power and truth so we may proclaim your kingdom, seek your will to be a faithful people in word and deed and witness your Son’s coming.

