A Remembrance Day Candle Lighting Service:
Remembrance and Reflection 

This service is designed by Rev. Neal Mathers to be 30-35 minutes long. It was one of the 2014 midweek worship services held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Newmarket. 
Light the Christ Candle

Reader 1: A War Poem by Thomas Hardy “Men Who March Away”

Reader 2: A War Poem by John McCrae “In Flanders Field”

Sing: Hymn #457 “Now thank we all our God”*
*Martin Rinckart wrote this hymn circa 1636 during the Thirty Years War in Europe (1618-1648).  It was sung at the signing of the Treaty of Westphalia.
Prayer Litany: “Lest we forget” – A poem prayer written by Neal Mathers
Voice 1: Lord, I am 98 years,

old and almost blind,

and I was a baby

when my father died

in Flanders field

his final resting place

known only to God.

All: Lest we forget.

Voice 2: Lord, I am 86,

with sharp memory.

I see him still in his blue RAF uniform

as on our wedding day,

saying, “Darling, I’ll see you soon.”

But I am still waiting

for he never came home.

All: Lest we forget.

Voice 3: Lord, I am 62,

a “baby boomer”,

the son of a veteran

who sacrificed many years of his life

that I might live my years

in freedom and prosperity

fulfilling my dreams.

All: Lest we forget.

Voice 4: Lord, I am 34,

the grand-daughter of a veteran,

who stormed the beaches on D-Day

but who never spoke of the war

or of what he had seen,

and so my memories are shaped,

by TV documentaries, movies and books.

All: Lest we forget.

Voice 5: Lord, I am 13,

and I stood on a bridge today

over a stretch of highway,

waving my Canadian flag

as one more soldier came home from war,

wondering why young people

must die in such far off places?

All: Lest we forget.

Voice 6: Lord, I am 4.

My mum and I went shopping today.

She bought a pretty red flower

from a man standing outside the store

and pinned one on my coat,

and one on her coat.

Then she whispered to me.

All: Lest we forget.

Voice 7: Ageless and Timeless God,

remind us again and again

of your endless 
and all encompassing love 

for creation,

of your vision
of peace and justice for all.

All: Lest we forget. Amen.
Sing: Hymn #800 vs.1-2 “O Canada”

Welcome: 

One: The Lord be with you! 
All: And also with you!
One: Welcome to this time of reflection and remembrance. Jesus said in 
John 15 verse 13:“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All: And also with you!

Prayer: Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, we thank you that you laid down your life for us that our sins might be forgiven, and that you might call us your friends
On this day of remembrance and reflection, we give thanks for all those who have served our nation in war and in peace and who have paid the ultimate sacrifice.

May their example inspire us to be people who love justice, who protect freedom, and who have a servant spirit.

And all God's people said together: Amen.

Sing: Hymn #325 “Eternal Father, strong to save”

Candle Lighting

Light the first candle.

One: We light this candle to remember all those who died in the service of our nation in time of war. At the going down of the sun and in the morning...  
All: We will remember them.

Light the second candle.

One: We light this candle to remember those Canadians who have died in the service of our country as peacekeepers. At the going down of the sun and in the morning... 
All: We will remember them.

Light the third candle.

One: We light this candle to remember those who died more recently in the war in Afghanistan, and to remember their families. At the going down of the sun and in the morning... 
All: We will remember them.

Sing: "If the War Goes On" – John Bell, Iona Community (Alternate: Hymn #741)
Light the fourth candle.

One: We light this candle to remember the victims of modern day conflicts, and to pray for peace. 
All: Lord, make us instruments of your peace.

Light the fifth candle.

One: We light this candle for the hundreds of thousands of  refugees displaced by war who now seek new homelands and a fresh start. 
All: Lord, make us instruments of your peace”
Light the sixth candle.

One: We light this candle as a candle of hope that one day weapons of war will be turned into farm implements and nations will no longer prepare for war. 

All: Lord, make us instruments of your peace.

Light the seventh candle. 

One: We light this candle as a candle of love to remind us that God commands us to forgive one another and to be reconciled to one another. 

All: Lord, make us instruments of your peace.

Light the eighth candle.
One: We light this candle because we believe Jesus is the Light of the world and his Light shines in the darkness and the darkness will never put it out. 
All: Lord, let your light shine.
Sing: Hymn “Let there be peace on earth”
Benediction

Sing: Final Hymn “Recessional” (Tune: Hymn #325)

God of our fathers, known of old—
Lord of our far-flung battle line—
Beneath whose awful hand we hold
Dominion over palm and pine—
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget!
The tumult and the shouting dies—
The Captains and the Kings depart—
Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice,
An humble and a contrite heart.
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget!*
*These words come from the first two verses of the poem "Recessional" by Rudyard Kipling. It was written in 1897 to celebrate the diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria’s coronation. The final line of each verse has become associated with acts of remembrance: “Lest we forget.” 
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