
 
FIFTH SEDERUNT 

At the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, on Saturday, June sixth, two thousand and 
fifteen at nine-thirty o’clock in the morning, the Assembly met pursuant to adjournment. The Moderator constituted 
the Assembly with prayer. 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business which was presented by J. Hazlett, convener. 
J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded, that the agenda for the fifth sederunt be approved as presented. Adopted. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

PANEL DISCUSSIONS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Moderator invited the following forward to provide introductory comments regarding these reports. R.I. Shaw 
(Convener – Committee on Church Doctrine); D.G.A. Muir (Deputy Clerk of the General Assembly – Clerks of 
Assembly); C. Wood (Convener – Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee); G.S. Malcolm (Convener – 
Special Committee re The Optional Elimination of Synods). Commissioners were invited to ask questions for 
clarification. 

 
(cont’d on p. XXX) 

 
COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 

 
Motion to Reconsider  
J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded, pursuant to notice of motion (p. XXX) that the terms of reference for the Assembly 
Council be reconsidered (Assembly Council Rec. No. 3, see p. 2.1.11). Adopted. 
 
Motion to Reconsider  
J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded, pursuant to notice of motion (p. XXX) that that the membership of the Life and 
Mission Agency Committee be reconsidered (Assembly Council Rec. No. 13, see p. 2.1.24). Adopted. 

 
(cont’d on p. XXX) 

 
ASSEMBLY COUNCIL 

 
The Assembly called for the report of the Assembly Council which, as printed on p. XXX–XXX, was presented by 
H. Crisp, convener.  
 
Receive and Consider  
M.R. McLennan moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted.  
 
Proposed consent recommendations were placed before the Assembly. Commissioners requested that 
Recommendation Nos. 6 and 10 be withdrawn from the consent recommendations. 
 
Consent Recommendation  
H. Crisp moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation Nos. 5, 7, 9, 11, 12 and 15 (p. XXX–XXX) be adopted by 
consent. Adopted.  
 
Recommendation No. 1 regarding the 2016 budget was presented for information. The Assembly agreed to defer 
consideration until a later sederunt. (see p. XXX)  
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by M.R. McLennan, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 3 (p. XXX) was moved by M.R. McLennan, duly seconded. 
 
Amendment 
R.I. Shaw moved, duly seconded, that the proposals for revisions in Recommendations 3 and 4 be referred to 
synods, presbyteries and sessions for consultation and comment and report back to the Assembly Council by January 
31, 2016. Adopted.  
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Recommendation No. 3, as amended, was adopted as follows: 
That the proposals for revisions in Recommendations 3 and 4 be referred to synods, presbyteries and sessions for 
consultation and comment and report back to the Assembly Council by January 31, 2016. 
 
Recommendation No. 4 (p. XXX). (See amended Recommendation No. 3 above.) 
 
Recommendation No. 6 (p. XXX) was moved by M.R. McLennan, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 8 (p. XXX) was moved by M.R. McLennan, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Additional Motion 
D. Laity moved, duly seconded, that Book of Forms Appendix A-29 (re guarantee of stipend terms) be amended to 
read: “and agree to add to the stipend and allowances annually

 

 in view of any changes in the cost of living and the 
needs of our minster”.  

Amendment 
J. Dent moved, duly seconded, that the additional motion be amended by adding the words, “and be sent to sessions 
and presbyteries for study and report to the next General Assembly by January 31, 2016.” Adopted. 
 
Additional Motion, as amended, reads as follows: 
That Book of Forms Appendix A-29 (re guarantee of stipend terms) be amended to read: “and agree to add to the 
stipend and allowances annually

 

 in view of any changes in the cost of living and the needs of our minster” and be 
sent to sessions and presbyteries for study and report to the next General Assembly by January 31, 2016. 

Amendment 
L.T. Kavanagh, duly seconded, that the words “add to” be changed to “adjust”. Adopted. 
 
Additional Motion, as amended, was adopted as follows:  
That Book of Forms Appendix A-29 (Re Guarantee of Stipend Terms) be amended to read: “and agree to adjust the 
stipend and allowances annually in view of any changes in the cost of living and the needs of our minster” and that 
this be sent to sessions and presbyteries for study and report to the next General Assembly by January 31, 2016.  
 
Recommendation No. 10 (p. XXX) was moved by M.R. McLennan, duly seconded.  
 
Amendment 
P.G. Bush moved, duly seconded, that the following be added, “and that the response make explicit reference to the 
1994 apology re First Nations People and to the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 10, as amended, was adopted as follows: 
That permission be granted to respond to Overture Nos. 13 and 22, 2015 re Establishing a Native Ministries 
Endowment Fund to the 2016 General Assembly and that the response make explicit reference to the 1994 apology 
re First Nations People and to the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  
 
Recommendation No. 13 (p. XXX) was moved by M.R. McLennan, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 14 (p. XXX) was moved by M.R. McLennan, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 16 (p. XXX) was moved by M.R. McLennan, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 17 (p. XXX) was moved by M.R. McLennan, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Additional Motion 
P.G. Bush moved, duly seconded, that the Assembly Council develop a plan to implement the recommendations of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission related to church apologies and reconciliation throughout the committees, 
agencies and departments of The Presbyterian Church in Canada and the synods, presbyteries and congregations, 
and to report to the 142nd General Assembly on the plan and the progress made. Adopted. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
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GUEST – DR. GEORGE SABRA 
 

The Moderator called G.R. Williams forward to welcome and introduce Dr. George Sabra, Professor of Systematic 
Theology and President of the Near East School of Theology in Beirut, Lebanon.  
 
Dr. Sabra brought greetings on behalf of the school and said, “Our Seminary serves the Protestant churches of 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine, Iraq, Iran and Armenia, and it has graduated the overwhelming majority of 
pastors and Christian educators in the Protestant churches in the region. The Near East School of Theology has a 
long relationship with The Presbyterian Church in Canada. It dates back at least to 1985 when contacts between our 
seminary president were initiated with the Rev. Glen Davis, Secretary for Overseas Relations then. Our seminary 
will never forget how The Presbyterian Church in Canada seconded Dr. Ted Siverns as professor of Old Testament 
and how both Ted and Betty came to Beirut in the midst of the civil war in Lebanon in the late 1980s and served our 
institution faithfully. At a time when many Lebanese were leaving their country to seek security and safety 
elsewhere, a dedicated couple came to be with us, shared our difficulties and hardships and helped us carry on our 
mission of theological education. For this and many subsequent contacts, visits and support, continuing until today, 
the Near East School of Theology is truly grateful. 
 
“The Middle East is being emptied of Christian presence. The Christians in that region of the world which gave the 
world the Bible, in which Christ was born and lived, died and rose again are in danger of becoming extinct. The 
events in Iraq, the developments in Syria, the non-resolved Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the surge of religious 
extremism and fundamentalism are all contributing to the depletion of the region of its Christians. Non-Christians 
are also suffering, but none are threatened with extinction as we are because we are targeted for being Christian. 
What is at stake is not just the fate of human beings, not just religious tolerance, not just human rights but a witness 
to the truth. The Middle East is a region where religion is dominant. The question of ‘Who is God?’ is playing a 
central role. If Christianity disappears from the Middle East as an active and living presence and witness, there will 
be no one left to witness to God, who is neither a general of a holy army nor the chief of a tribe fighting for survival 
among other tribes and confiscating land and expelling inhabitants out of their territories, but to a God who loves all 
and who gives God’s life for all. If Christians disappear from that region of the world, the gospel of love, peace and 
reconciliation will disappear too. To remain and to witness to the gospel in our lives, in our words and deeds and 
institutions, we also ask for your support. We know from our experience that we cannot remain and fulfil our 
mission without the support of the world-wide church, especially the church in the West. Stay related to us; stay 
aware of what is happening to us; encourage us and support us morally, spiritually and materially; and above all, 
keep us in your prayers to God almighty.” 

 
MODERATOR OF THE 140TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADDRESSES ASSEMBLY 

 
The Moderator invited the Rev. Dr. Stephen C. Farris, Moderator of the 140th General Assembly, to address the 
court. Ms. Patty Farris accompanied her husband. 
 
Dr. Farris presented the Moderator with gifts a travel mug to keep her awake as she drives to moderatorial 
visitations, a Presbyterian blue scarf that bears a tag stating “inspiring the future” and a pirate hat.  
 
Dr. Farris said, “I want to talk about some stumps that I could show you in a 20 minute walk from this location. The 
area was timbered in the 1880s and 1890s leaving stumps of magnificent cedar trees. They must have been 
magnificent in its days of glory but its days of glory have passed, at least for now. It is like that for the church. The 
days of glory may have passed, but new life is springing from those stumps. New life is coming from what might 
look like ruin. In the church I have seen more than the stumps. I have seen the shoots of new life. As the scriptures 
say, “A shoot shall come from the stump of Jesse.” New life will come to the church. I have been in churches that 
are flourishing will all sorts of diversity and backgrounds. Those churches are growing. I’ve been to churches that 
remain small. I went to Prince Rupert. There are 14 members in that congregation. I was amazed by what those 14 
people do in the community. You don’t have to be a large church to be engaged in Christian ministry. You don’t 
have to be a large church to show the new life of love. It is true that I was also in a church that has since petitioned 
the presbytery to be dissolved. But there is no reason not to love and serve in the meantime. I want to suggest to you 
that in new and unpredictable ways, even from those stumps, the Lord God, giver of life, can make new life to come. 
And I have seen it with my own eyes. Thanks be to God.” 

 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

 
The Assembly called for the report of the International Affairs Committee which, as printed on p. XXX, was 
presented by W. Adams, convener. 
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Receive and Consider 
W. Adams, moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Consent Recommendation 
W. Adams moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation Nos. 4 and 5 (p. XXX–XXX) be adopted by consent. 
Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 1 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Adams, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Adams, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 3 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Adams, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 6 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Adams, duly seconded. 
 
Amendment 
W. Cocks moved, duly seconded, that after the words “that the Moderator” add, “and members of the church be 
encouraged to”. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 6, as amended, was adopted as follows. 
That the Moderator and members of the church be encouraged to write to the Government of Canada urging that the 
number of Government-sponsored refugees be increased to, at a minimum, match the number of privately sponsored 
refugees. 
 
Recommendation No. 7 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Adams, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 8 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Adams, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 9 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Adams, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 10 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Adams, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 11 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Adams, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
W. Adams moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 

 
LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY (cont’d from p. XXX) 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND RECEPTION (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 

T.G. Vais, acting convener of the Committee on Education and Reception, presented the report. 
 
Consent Recommendation 
A.H.S. Lee moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation Nos. 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47 
and 48 (p. XXX) be adopted by consent. Adopted.  

 
(cont’d on p. XXX) 

 
MODERATOR NOMINATES SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee to Confer with the Moderator.   
 
Receive and Consider 
S.C. Farris, moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Special Committee re Overture No. 34, 2015 re Prepare a Statement re End of Life Issues 
On nomination of the Moderator, it was moved by S.C Farris, duly seconded, that the Special Committee re Prepare 
a Statement re End of Life Issues, be named as follows: D.R. Kendall, J.L. Cameron and P.M Stewart, and that the 
special committee name its own convener. Adopted.  
 
  



141st General Assembly, 5th Sederunt – Saturday Morning, June 6, 2015 (cont’d)  Page 5 

Committee to Advise with the Moderator 
On nomination of the Moderator, it was moved by S.C. Farris, duly seconded, that the Committee to Advise with the 
Moderator be named as follows: the Rev. Dr. Peter Coutts, the Rev. Kathy Fraser, the Rev. Dr. Rick Horst, Ms. Jo 
Morris, the Rev. Carolyn McAvoy, the Rev. Dr. John Peter Smit (convener), the Rev. Stephen Kendall (Principal 
Clerk) and Ms. Terrie-Lee Hamilton (Secretary). Adopted. 

 
(cont’d on p. XXX) 

 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES (cont’d from p. XXX) 

 
The Principal Clerk announced that the minutes of the third sederunt were available for distribution. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX)  
 

The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business which was presented by J. Hazlett, convener. 
J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded, that the agenda for the fifth sederunt be amended to include the reports of the 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee and the Special Committee re the Optional Elimination of Synods. 
Adopted. 
 
Motion to Reconsider  
J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded, pursuant to notice of motion (p. XXX) that the terms of reference for the 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee be reconsidered (Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee 
Rec. No. 2, see p. 9.1.2). Adopted. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

The Assembly called for the report of the Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee which, as printed on 
p. XXX–XXX, was presented by C. Wood, convener. 
 
Receive and Consider 
A. Currie moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Proposed consent recommendations were placed before the Assembly. A commissioner requested that 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) be withdrawn from the consent recommendations. 
 
Consent Recommendation 
A. Currie moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation No. 1 (p. XXX) be adopted by consent. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by A. Currie, duly seconded. 
 
Amendment  
B. Mack moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation No. 2 be amended by adding the words “the strengths of” 
after the word “appreciate”. Adopted. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly with prayer, to meet at the University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, on Saturday, June sixth, two thousand and fifteen at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, of which public intimation was given. 


