
 
FOURTH SEDERUNT 

At the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, on Friday, June fifth, two thousand and fifteen 
at seven o’clock in the evening, the Assembly met pursuant to adjournment. The Moderator constituted the 
Assembly with prayer. 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business which was presented by J. Hazlett, convener. 
J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded, that the agenda for the fourth sederunt be approved as presented. Adopted. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

COMMITTEE ON THE ROLL AND LEAVE TO WITHDRAW (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on the Roll and Leave to Withdraw which was presented by 
G.D.T. Brown, convener.  
 
G.D.T. Brown moved, duly seconded, that M. Balsdon (Presbytery of Vancouver Island) be granted leave to 
withdraw from the fourth sederunt. Adopted. 

 
(cont’d on p. XXX) 

 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGES (con’t from p. XXX) 

 
Vancouver School of Theology 
The Moderator invited the Rev. Dr. R.R. Topping, Principal, to speak to the report which, as printed on p. XXX, had 
previously been received and adopted by the Assembly (p. XXX).  
 
R.R. Topping described the vision of the school and announced that a purpose-built facility will be ready for 
occupation in the autumn. He spoke with gratitude of the school’s $34 million foundation and the balanced budget. 
He gave thanks for this solid financial position to the Board of Governors and the grace of God. He spoke excitedly 
of five new faculty members who will add strength and experience to the school. There is an effort to cooperate 
more fully with other theological colleges on the University of British Columbia campus and with seminaries in 
Seattle, Washington. He indicated how thankful Vancouver School of Theology is to St. Andrew’s Hall for sharing 
resources, including human resources. He also gave thanks for the leadership of Mr. David Jennings and the Rev. 
Dr. Stephen Farris.  
 

PANEL DISCUSSIONS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Moderator invited the following forward to provide introductory comments regarding Life and Mission Agency 
reports. I.A.R. McDonald (Associate Secretary – Canadian Ministries); S. Shaffer (Associate Secretary – Ministry 
and Church Vocations); H.F. Gale (Associate Secretary – Planned Giving); K.A. Plater (Associate Secretary – 
Stewardship). Commissioners were invited to ask questions for clarification. 

 
 (cont’d on p. XXX) 

 
COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 

 
Motion to Reconsider 
J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded, pursuant to notice of motion (p. XXX) that the constitution of the Pension Fund be 
reconsidered (Pension and Benefits Board Rec. Nos. 5 and 6, see p. 17.1.7 and 17.1.8). Adopted. 

 
 (cont’d on p. XXX) 

 
PENSION AND BENEFITS BOARD 

 
The Assembly called for the report of the Pension and Benefits Board which, as printed on p. XXX, was presented 
by T.M. Fischer, convener.  
 
Receive and Consider  
W. Chung moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted.   
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Consent Recommendations  
W. Chung moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation Nos. 1 (p. XXX), 5 (p. XXX) and 6 (p. XXX) be adopted 
by consent. Adopted.  
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Chung, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 3 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Chung, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 4 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Chung, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Dissent 
K.A. McKee asked that his dissent, regarding Recommendation No. 4, be recorded with reasons given as follows: 
 

I dissent to the motion because I consider it unfairly impacts a minority of pension plan contributers.  
 
Additional Motion 
D.J. MacKinnon moved, duly seconded, that in the future, the Pension and Benefits Board consult with constituents 
prior to significant changes. Defeated.   
 
Report as a Whole 
W. Chung moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 

 
COMMITTEE ON HISTORY 

 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on History which, as printed on p. XXX, was presented by 
M. Repchuck, convener.  
 
Receive and Consider  
D.B. Mack moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted.  
 
Proposed consent recommendations were placed before the Assembly. A commissioner requested that 
Recommendation No. 5 be withdrawn from the consent recommendations. 
 
Consent Recommendation  
D.B. Mack moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 (p. XXX–XXX be adopted by 
consent. Adopted.  
 
Recommendation No. 5 (p. XXX) was moved by D.B. Mack, duly seconded. Defeated. 
 
In recognition of the clergy and church workers who retired in 2014, their names were projected for the Assembly. 
The Moderator indicated she would include them in the prayer and the close of this sederunt. 
 
M. Repchuck presented two plaques on behalf of the committee. The first was for the 2015 Book Prize. Ms. Betty 
McLagan, President of the British Columbia Synodical, accepted the prize on behalf of the synodical for the book, A 
Journey to the Western Sea – 100 Years of the British Columbia Synodical of the Women’s Missionary Society 
1914–2014. The second plaque was presented to the Rev. Peter Bush in recognition and gratitude for his 25 years of 
dedicated service as editor of Presbyterian History. 
 
M. Repchuck congratulated the Moderator for making history by being part of the first husband and wife team to 
serve as moderators.   
 
Report as a Whole 
D.B. Mack moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (continued from p. XXX) 
 
J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded that the Assembly extend the time of business for fifteen minutes. Adopted. 

 
(cont’d on p. XXX) 
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COMMITTEE ON TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
Marion Barclay MacKay moved, duly seconded, that the report of the Committee on Terms of Reference be 
received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Marion Barclay MacKay moved, duly seconded, that the terms of reference for the Committee on Bills and 
Overtures Recommendation No. 12, re Overture No. 34 – Prepare a Statement re End of Life Issues, be adopted.  
 

1. That the Special Committee be three commissioners of the 141st General Assembly with at least one 
member from the Church Doctrine or Life and Mission Agency committees; 

2. That the Special Committee appoint a convener from among themselves; 
3. That the Special Committee meet expeditiously in order to report back to this Assembly;  
4. That the Special Committee review Overture No. 34, 2015 and the Social Action Handbook (ie in 

1968, 1994, 1995, 1996) to prepare a concise summary of the church’s current teaching on palliative 
care, euthanasia and physician assisted death suitable for circulation to congregations of the church; 

5. That the Special Committee request a cover letter of pastoral concern regarding the complexity of end 
of life issues from the Moderator to accompany the concise summary; 

6. That the Special Committee report back to the 141st General Assembly. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

COMMISSIONER’S OVERTURE RE PUBLIC PRAYER 
 
Additional Motion 
J. Dent moved, duly seconded, that the following Commissioner’s Overture be approved and referred to the 
Committee on Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee. Adopted. 
 
Overture 
WHEREAS, Presbyterians acknowledge the importance of the legal freedom to publicly pray; and 
WHEREAS, the Supreme of Court of Canada on April 15, 2015 unanimously ruled that public prayers be banned in 

the city council of Saguenay, Quebec; and 
WHEREAS, the implications of such a ruling has had a ripple effect of causing many other city councils to 

discontinue pray in the public; and 
WHEREAS, other levels of government are also weighing the implications of banning public prayer in such public 

meetings; and 
WHEREAS, chaplains and others are asking what the implications are for their ministries and services in public; and 
WHEREAS, public prayer is not solely a Christian practice, but is part of many other religious traditions, including 

First Nations traditional practice; 
WHEREAS, we who pray regularly in public should always take note when public prayer is outlawed 
THEREFORE we, J. Dent and P.G. Bush, humbly overture the 141st General Assembly to look into the effects of 

this Supreme Court decision as it impacts our city councils, our governments at all levels and our own 
public prayers, and to enter into conversation with religious leaders of other religious traditions who share 
our belief that public prayer adds to civil society and the well being of communities or to do otherwise as it 
deems best. 

 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES (cont’d from p. XXX) 

 
The Principal Clerk announced that the minutes of the first and second sederunts were available for distribution. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly with prayer, to meet at the University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, on Saturday, June sixth, two thousand and fifteen at nine-thirty 
o’clock in the morning, of which public intimation was given. 
 


